
 

 
 

EQUITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE (ESJ) LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY 
 
The ESJ Legislative Analysis Methodology is a four-step tool for council legislative analysts to conduct ESJ 
analysis on most proposed legislation taken up by the King County Council. The purpose of the methodology is 
two-fold:  (1) identify whether a proposed legislation fosters or impedes “distributional equity”, and (2) evaluate 
“process equity” for a proposed legislation. 
 
As defined by the King County Equity Impact Review Tool (EIR), “distributional equity” is the fair and just 
distribution of benefits and burdens to all affected parties and communities across the community region and 
organizational landscape; and “process equity” is a procedural mechanism to ensure inclusive, open and fair 
access by all affected communities to decision processes that impact community and operational outcomes 
related to a proposed legislation. Process equity relies on all affected parties having access to and meaningful 
experience with civic and employee engagement, public participation, and jurisdictional listening. 
 
A key step of the Methdology determines whether a proposed legislation relates to a determinant and then 
references the Determinants of Equity Dashboard to identify metric(s) related to the proposed legislation. The 
Methdology does not evaluate the proposed legislation’s impact on the metric(s) but rather informs 
councilmembers on how the proposed legislation would be relatable to the metric(s) and whether additional 
work may be necessary to ensure distributional equity and process equity are adequately addressed. The 
diagram below details the four-step methodology process.   
 
The Methodology is currently undergoing testing and will be used for future proposed legislation. Here is a link 
to the presentation on the ESJ Legislative Methodology at the March 15, 2023 Committee of the Whole 
meeting. 
 

 

https://kingcounty.gov/%7E/media/elected/executive/equity-social-justice/2016/The_Equity_Impact_Review_checklist_Mar2016.ashx?la=en
https://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6052806&GUID=A00AE2DE-B40D-49E8-9786-012350521CD5

