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Disclaimer 

Nothing on this page constitutes legal advice. 

 

This is for informational purposes only and may not be the most up to date information available.  

 

King County District Court does not endorse or recommend the contents of third-party sites that are 

linked to this page. 

 

You should contact your attorney for legal advice and should not act on the basis of this information. 

You should not act, or refrain from acting, on the basis of the information on this site, without first 

seeking legal advice from counsel.  

 

Judicial terms 

• Abscond: Avoiding active supervision or court proceedings on purpose. 

 

• Active Probation/Active Supervision: Personally reporting to a Probation Officer within the King 

County District Court Probation Department 

 

• Compliance Monitoring: Being monitored by the Probation Department to ensure compliance, 

but without reporting requirements 

 

• Concurrent sentence: Two or more sentences served at the same time 

 

• Consecutive sentence: Two or more sentences served one after the other  

 

• Conviction: A judgement of guilt against a criminal defendant 

 

• Deferred sentence: The Court may withdraw the guilty finding and dismiss the charge if you 

follow the sentence conditions that are ordered 

 

• Gross misdemeanor vs. Misdemeanor 

o Gross misdemeanor: A sentence with up to 364 days in jail and up to a $5,000 fine 

o Misdemeanor: A sentence with up to 90 days in jail and up to a $1,000 fine 

 

• Impose: To establish or apply as a charge or penalty. Example: impose jail time or community 

service 

 

• Jurisdiction: A Court’s authority to hear, decide and monitor a case/sentence. It also means the 

amount of time you’re on probation. 



 

• Quash: To set aside or overturn. Example: quashing a warrant. 

 

• Revoke: To cancel or withdraw. Example: revoking jail time. 

 

• Sanction: Penalty given when the Court Order is not followed. Example: Imposing jail time. 

 

• Suspended sentence: Jail time is suspended if a criminal defendant follows certain conditions. 

This suspended jail time can be imposed for failure to comply with conditions. 

 

 

 


