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King County is a part of a larger area that has been the traditional aboriginal

territory of the Coast Salish peoples, who continue to live around the Salish

Sea in what is now Washington State and the Canadian province of British

Columbia. These sovereign tribal nations enrich the region through

environmental stewardship, cultural heritage, and economic development.

In_planning for growth over the coming decades, the King County

Comprehensive Plan seeks to respect and acknowledge the tribes' legacy

and present-day contributions through the creation of livable, equitable, and

sustainable communities for current and future generations.

Land Acknowledgement - Page LA-1
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. About King County

((/ I.Ily County ucuyldp/ly))
King County, covering 2,130 square miles, ((isthe—size—of-the—stateof Pelaware; but

roch—more gcuglaplliumly civerse—1t)) extends from Puget Sound in the west to

8,000-foot Mt. Daniel at the Cascade crest to the east. (King-County'svarioustandforms

| | H
IIIK,IUUU deLVVdLUI bUdbLIIIIU, IIVUI IIUUUPIGIII}, PIdL‘:‘dub, STOPTS  diTd lIlUulltdIllb,

Wlth more than 2 320 OOO Deople it is the IarCIest county in Washmqton State and the
12% largest in the nation. Within King County, 39 cities cover 418 square miles, or 20
percent of the county's total land area. The cities range in population ((rangingin)) size
from Seattle, with more than ((666;660)) 762,500 people, to Skykomish and Beaux Arts,

with fewer than 350 each. ((King-County's39citresnowcover448-square mites; or26%
ofthecounty'stotaHtandarea:)) Unincorporated King County((;theterritory outsideany
city;mow)) has ((about—253;600)) a_population of 248,160 ((peopte)), or ((+3%)) 11

percent of the ((county'spoputation)) total population of King County. o

J£ o I |t
((I mry \,uuufy DeTrmoyrdaprits

: - Stive—Arr o8- - - S .))Mostof
Kmq County's re5|dents are of Workmq age, with the largest share of residents (17
percent) being 30 to 39 years old. Approximately 20 percent (449,242) of King County's
population is 17 years old or younger. Unincorporated King County residents are older
on average than King County residents. As of 2020, 54 percent of King County's
population is non-Hispanic White, 20 percent Asian, seven percent Black or African
American, one percent Native American, one percent Native Hawaiian or Pacific
Islander, and nine percent Hispanic or Latino/a/x. Unincorporated King County has
proportionately more White residents and American Indian/ Alaska Native residents
than King County as a whole.

The Washington State Office of Financial Management projects King County's
population to grow 24.6 percent from 2,317,700 residents in 2022 to 2,887,137 in 2044.
Unincorporated King County's population is projected to grow more slowly at a rate of
7.3 percent, from 248,160 residents in 2022 to 266,301 in 2044. To meet the housing
needs of current and future residents, King County is required by the Growth
Management Act and the Countywide Planning Policies to plan for and accommodate
housing that meets the needs of moderate-, low-, very low-, and extremely low-income
households, as well as emergency housing, emergency shelters, and permanent

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-2
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supportive _housing. The total number of new housing units needed in urban
unincorporated King County by 2044 is 5,412. Additionally, 1,034 new emergency
housing beds are needed by 2044 to meet temporary housing needs.

househotd-sizets—anticipated—nmcomingyearstoabout 2:26-n203%+))The County
adopted development regulation changes with the 2024 Comprehensive Plan to create
sufficient zoning capacity to accommodate these housing needs and types.

J£ o o+ I
((I mry-Courtty TCOrTorrTy

e . . o \Wachi ; . 5

. King County Planning Framework

Prompted by residents concerned about sprawl, King County adopted its first
comprehensive land use plan in 1964. Two decades later, the 1985 comprehensive
land use plan was the first to identify an urban growth boundary line to limit urban
growth to areas with the infrastructure needed for facilities and services. It also
established policies to protect the Rural Area, conserve the natural environment, and
designate resource lands for long-term agriculture and forest production.

King County's first Comprehensive Plan under the Washington State Growth
Management Act was adopted in 1994. The Growth Management Act directs the state's
most populous and fastest-growing counties and their cities to prepare comprehensive
land use plans that anticipate growth over a 20((-))-year horizon and provide for it in a
managed manner.

There is a hierarchy of growth management planning in the county with consistency
between the levels. Some issues, such as the establishment of the Urban Growth Area,
are best decided at the countywide level, while others, such as the amount of
commercial space needed in a neighborhood, are best determined at the subarea plan
level. At a broader scale, the Growth Management Act requires the development of
Multicounty Planning Policies by ((the—countiesof)) King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish
Counties, as well as the development of Countywide Planning Policies by King County
and ((its)) the 39 cities and towns in King County. These ((documentsaretobeused

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-3
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sotfety)) policies are used for establishing a countywide framework from which county
and city comprehensive plans are developed and adopted.

A. Planning Framework Hierarchy

((Fhrese)) The planning processes and structures discussed in this section respond to
Growth Management Act, Multicounty Planning Policy, and Countywide Planning Policy
requirements and goals and reflect local circumstances and priorities. This complex
framework is illustrated in the following graphic.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-4
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WASHINGTON STATE

Growth Management Act

P MULTICOUNTY ~

- Vision 2050 & Multicounty « ~
7’ - L Planning Policies " ~

- 7 COUNTYWIDE ~ %
e Countywide Planning N N\
Policies

= \
P \ X

KING COUNTY

Comprehensive Plan

N i
Fiinotioral Plans 1 Facilities, openrations, Development regulations (King
Agency & Depahtmént ! programs & services County Code) that determine
Strategic Plans ) where homes or businesses are
: m built, what they can look like, etc.
5 B G G -l S
KEY
v — — = Developed by regional actors
——— Developed by King County
= = = King County facilities,
KING COUNTY openations, programs,
Budget services
120
121 RP-101 King County's planning should implement the County's equity and
122 racial and social justice principles to improve residents’ access to the
123 determinants of equity.

124 ((A7))B. Public Participation in Planning

125 At the core of King County's planning is the goal of ((providing)) advancing equitable
126 outcomes that support a high quality of life for all residents. This can only be achieved

127 by actively ((soticitingpubticparticipation)) and equitably engaging the public to help

128 shape ((its)) County plans, including strategic, comprehensive, functional, and subarea

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-6
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plans, and ((use)) by using these planning processes to strengthen communities and
improve access to the Determinants of Equity.”

Previous planning processes have excluded and harmed those who are Black,
Indigenous, and other People of Color; immigrants; refugees; and households at or
below 80 percent of area median income. King County is working to ensure that the
perspectives of these historically underrepresented groups and those who have been
disproportionally harmed by previous planning efforts are engaged by the County and
centered throughout planning processes.

Additionally, while the Growth Management Act requires the coordination of local
plans, Indian tribes have historically not been included because of their independent
sovereign status and unique rights to self-governance. However, King County also
recognizes that the lands addressed by the Comprehensive Plan are those that are the
traditional territory of the Coast Salish peoples that have lived here since time
immemorial. Recognizing this, King County will coordinate with Indian tribes as part of
the County's planning processes and will seek opportunities to work together to
advance key issues, such as environmental stewardship, treaty fishing rights, and
protecting cultural heritage.

((RP-161)) RP-102 King County shall strive to provide a high quality of life for
all of its residents by working with cities, special purpose districts, and
residents to develop attractive, safe, and accessible communities at
appropriate urban and rural service levels; ((retain)) retaining rural
character and rural neighborhoods; planning for and accommodating

housing affordable to all income levels; ((support)) supporting
economic development; ((promote)) promoting equlty and racial and

social justice; ((preserve—and—maintain)) preserving and maintaining
resource and open space lands; ((preserve)) preserving the natural
environment; and ((protect)) protecting significant cultural and historic
resources.

((RP-102)) RP-103 In_its planning processes, including the development,
update, and implementation of King County plans, ((King)) the County

shall use equitable engagement strategies to actively solicit public
participation from a wide variety of sources, particularly from
populations historically underrepresented or excluded from planning
processes ((in—its—planning—processes;,—including—the—development;
update;and-implementation-ofitsplans)).

((RP-103)) RP-104 King County shall ((seek-commentfrom)) coordinate with
Indian tribes during its planning processes in a manner that respects

their sovereign status, promotes tribal self-determination and self-
governance, and honors past and present agreements.

' Defined in King County Code 2.10.210.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-7
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((R-102)) RP-105 King County ((will-continue-to-support)) shall work with its

rural constituencies to sustain and enhance the diversity and richness of

((itsrural-communities-and-their-distinct character-by-working-with-its

ruralconstituencies-through-its-Community Service-Areasprogram-to
sustain-and-enhance-therural-character-of)) the Rural Area and Natural
Resource Lands.

((B:)).C. Multicounty Planning

The Puget Sound Regional Council is a regional planning agency with specific
responsibilities under federal and state law for transportation planning, economic
development, and growth management. ((InApri-2668,t))The general assembly of the
Puget Sound Regional Council ((adopted—WSION—2040=containing)) adopts a

((mumerie)) Regional Growth Strategy and the Multicounty Planning Policies((=as—an

update-to-the—earter-Viston2026-regtonat-ptan)),_which are most recently reflected in
VISION 2050 ("VISION"). Multicounty Planning Policies address those issues that benefit

from greater consistency across jurisdictions and those that are of a ((countywideor))
regional nature.

VISION ((2649)) is a regional strategy to accommodate the population and job growth
expected by ((2646)) 2050 in the four-county Puget Sound region. As an integrated,
long-range vision for maintaining a healthy region, promoting economic vitality, a
healthy environment, and well((-))being of people and communities, VISION ((2649))
provides clear direction to regional, county, and local governments on topics such as
setting priorities for transportation investment, stimulating economic development,
planning for open space, making ((city—and—town)) local jurisdictions' centers more
suitable for transit and walking, and improving transportation safety and mobility.

As part of VISION ((2649)), the Regional Growth Strategy looks at how the region can
distribute ((forecast)) forecasted growth, primarily within the designated urban growth
area. The strategy is a description of a preferred pattern of urbanization that has been
designed to minimize environmental impacts, support economic prosperity, promote
adequate and affordable housing, improve mobility, and make efficient use of existing
infrastructure. The strategy provides regional guidance for counties((;)) and cities ((and
towns)) to use as they develop ((mew)) local population and employment growth targets
and update local comprehensive plans.

((RP-104)) RP-106 King County's planning ((should)) shall include
multicounty, countywide, and subarea levels of planning. Working

with planning partners, such as Indian tribes, residents, special purpose
districts, and cities ((as—planning-partners)), the ((c))County shall strive

to balance the differing needs identified across or within plans at these

((geographic)) levels.
((€2)) D. Countywide Planning

State law requires that planning be coordinated on a countywide level, and that ((the))
King ((c))County itself adopt a comprehensive plan to regulate those areas for which it
has direct responsibility. The Countywide Planning Policies are required by the state
Growth Management Act and provide a countywide framework to coordinate local
comprehensive plans and implement VISION ((2648)). King County and all cities ((and
towns—of)) in King County are responsible for ensuring that their respective
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comprehensive plans are consistent with and implement the Countywide Planning
Policies.

The ((Growth—Management—Planning—Councit—s—the)) formal body charged with
developlng the CountyW|de Plannlng PoI|C|es ((and—them—sendmg—a—recmwmeﬁdat‘roﬁ—w

€Councit))_is the Growth Manaqement Planning Counml which is a representative body
consisting of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, the Sound Cities
Association, and ((the—€Cityof Bettevue)) special purpose districts.((?)) Recommended
Countywide Planning Policies are sent to King County for its review and approval and
then provided to the cities for ratification.

PlanningPotictesim2643—Theserevised)) The CountyW|de Planning PoI|C|es implement
((theregionatand—countywideviston)) VISION by providing a countywide framework to
plan for job growth and new development, including housing, commercial, institutional,
and other non-residential uses. The Countywide Planning Policies provide broad
direction to individual jurisdictions' comprehensive plans, including the King County
Comprehensive Plan. The goals of the policies include: promoting a compact and
centers-focused growth pattern that uses land and infrastructure efficiently, protecting
the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, providing affordable housing throughout
the county, and coordinating the protection and restoration of the natural environment
in King County.((*))

((RP-105)) RP-107 King County ((should)) shall work with the Growth
Management Planning Council to adopt Countywide Planning Policies
that support ((annual—ratifications—to)) allocated housing and
employment growth targets for cities and the county, approve
designations of countywide centers, and address other countywide

planning topics.
((RP-106)) RP-108 ((Except-for Four-to-Oneproposals;)) King County shall not

amend the Urban Growth Area prior to the Growth Management
Planning Council ((taking—action)) making a recommendation on the
proposed amendment to the Urban Growth Area.

((RP-167)) RP-109 King County shall not forward to the Growth Management
Planning Council for its recommendation any proposed amendment to
the Urban Growth Area unless the proposal ((was)) is:

a. Included in the scoping motion for a King County Comprehensive
Plan update;

b ((An)) Subject to an area zoning and land use study ((of—the
proposal)) that was included in the public review draft of a
proposed King County Comprehensive Plan update; or

c. Subjected to the hearing examiner process for site specific map
amendments as ((contemplated)) established by the King County
Code.
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((RP-108)) RP-110 King County shall implement the Countywide Planning
Policies through its Comprehensive Plan and ((through)) Potential
Annexation Area, pre-annexation, and other interlocal agreements with
((its)) cities.

(B—Sub-Regionat)) E. Subregional Planning and

Partnerships

King County engages with partners in subareas of the county in ((sub-regionat))
subregional planning programs and partnerships that are related to the Comprehensive
Plan. These activities are guided by the policies in the Comprehensive Plan as well as
the other components of the overall King County ((P))planning ((F))framework noted in

this chapter. ((Somekey-activitesarenoted-etow:))

((RP-169)) RP-111 King County should establish and/or participate in regional
and subregional partnerships to advance the objectives of the
Comprehensive Plan((; such-as:

RP-112 When large, mixed-use developments with more than 50 dwelling
units are proposed in cities adjacent to the Rural Area or Natural

Resource Lands King County shall, upon notification from the city,

coordinate with the permitting city during the development review
process to avoid and mitigate impacts on county services and facilities,
water resources, and the surrounding Rural Area and Natural Resource
Lands.

(( He—citres illg \_,uunLy'b rorat alcd)) Cities in the Rural Area are incorporated areas
substantially surrounded by the Rural Area and whose local governments are involved in
the region’s planning processes on ((anmequattegat-basts—with—the—suburban—itres;
Bettevueand-Seattte)) the same basis as any other city in the County. Cities in the Rural
Area have established Potential Annexation Areas to accommodate growth. The
((e))Cities in_the Rural Area are Black Diamond, Carnation, Duvall, Enumclaw, North
Bend, Skykomish, and Snoqualmie.

thosetocations:)) Excesswe growth in Cities in the Rural Area ((and-in—RuratTFowns)),
however, may create pressure for extending urban services (for example, sewers) across
the Rural Area or Resource Lands, ((may)) increase conversion pressure on nearby

Resource Lands, and adversely affect rural character. ((Fherefore, King—Countyviews
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R-510)) RP-113

arepart-of theoverallUrban-Growth-Area forpurposes-of ptanningtand
uses-and-facility needs.)) King County should work with Cities in the
Rural Area and coordinate through partnerships, such as the Growth

Management Planning Council, to:

a. ((e))Encourage the provision of affordable housing((;to));

b. ((m))Minimize the impacts of new development on the surrounding

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands;

Avoid the conversion of rural lands into commercial uses and the

creation of pressure to extend or expand urban services

infrastructure, and facilities, such as roads or sewer, across or into

the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands; and

d. ((to—p))Plan for growth consistent with long-term protection of
significant historic resources((;)) and the surrounding Rural Area
and Natural Resource Lands.

((The-Cities-in-the Rural-A - theirP il A ion A

(4]

(E)E. Comprehensive Planning
((Fhe26t6updateisthefifth-majorreview of the King-County Comprehensive Ptar:)) In

accordance with the Growth Management Act, ((it)) the Comprehensive Plan is
designed to manage growth so that development is directed to ((designated)) urban
areas and away from the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands. The Growth
Management Act also requires King County to designate and protect critical areas and
commercially significant forestry, agriculture, and mining areas. The Growth
Management Act requires a comprehensive plan to adhere to a set of ((fourteen)) goals
and to include ((thefottowing)) mandatory plan elements(()),_such as land use, housing,
capital facilities, utilities, rural, shorelines, and transportation elements. The ((King
€ounty)) Comprehensive Plan provides a legal framework for managing growth and
makmg decisions about land use in umncorporated King County. ((Pu-b-l-'rc—aﬁd—mrvate

1 I I

the-Comprehensive Planimseveratways:))

The Comprehensive Plan ((provides—guidance—to)) guides ((c))County officials ((for
decistons)) on proposals such as zoning changes and developments((—itatsogivesthe

public—direction—on—the—county's—positton—on)), proposed changes in ((fand—use—or
zoning;)) environmental regulations, or broader policy issues. ((FhePtan)) It also serves
as a framework for other plans and regulations such as subarea plans and the King
County Code that govern the location and density of land uses in unincorporated King
County. The Comprehensive Plan provides a basis for decisions about public spending
on facilities and services. Finally, ((the—Ptam)) it presents other agencies, such as cities
and special purpose districts, with King County's position on large-scale matters such as
annexation, use of resource lands, environmental protection, service provision, and
others.
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((RP-110)) RP-114 King County's planning should strengthen communities by
addressing all the elements, resources, and needs that make a
community whole, ((including:)) such as housing affordable to all
income levels, economic growth and the built environment,
environmental sustainability, regional and local mobility, health and
human potential, and justice and safety.

((RP-111)) RP-115 King County shall integrate mandated responses to the
listings under the Endangered Species Act into future planning,
economic development efforts, and resource management programs to
achieve, where consistent with the Endangered Species Act, a balance
between environmental, social, and economic goals and objectives.
King County shall collaborate with others to conserve species and their
habitats in order to prevent future listings under the Endangered
Species Act.

((RP-112—King—€County shall-incorporate—approachestoreducegreenhousegas
" prepa ; . ,I ic—d " 9 Horts. ;
naturalresourcemanagement.

RP-113)) RP-116 The ((EomprehensivePlan)) Land Use Map is adopted as
part of ((this)) the Comprehensive Plan. ((it)) The Land Use Map shall

depict((s)) the ((Urban—Growth—Area;)) Urban Growth Area
((B))boundary((;)); _land use designations for unincorporated urban
areas, the Rural Area, and Natural Resource Lands; and other ((land
uses)) appropriate information. The Land Use Map shall be maintained

in the King County Geographic Information System, and the Land Use
Map at the end of this chapter generally represents the official

((Eomprehensive Plantand-Use-M))map.

RP-114)) RP-117 King County shall ((continue—its—process—of reviewing
county—regu’ratory—and—admmntratwe—achonrso—aﬁo)) avoid

unconstitutional takings of private property in planning, programming,
and operations.

The Growth Management Act allows updates to comprehensive plans once each year.
In King County, the annual update allows limited changes. The ((etght)) County's 10-
year update, which aligns the timing with Growth Management Act periodic review and
update requirements, allows substantive changes to policies and amendments to the
Urban Growth Area boundary ((tobeproposed-and-adopted)). A smaller((=)) range of
substantive changes to policies and amendments to the Urban Growth Area boundary
may also be considered at the midpoint of the ((etght)) 10-year update schedule, ((but
only)) if authorized by motion. These provisions are detailed in Chapter 12
Implementation, Amendments, and Evaluation, and King County Code ((Fitte)) Chapter

20.18. ((Additionatinformationand-poticiesarefound-in-Chapter—+2,tmptementation;
Armendmentsand-Evatuation:
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As—part-of)) Prior to its review of the Comprehensive Plan, King County, together with
((its)) cities, ((pubtished)) adopts the ((20667)) King County Urban Growth Capacity
Report (previously known as the Buildable Lands Report). ((and—updated—it-n261t4:
Ratifred-in2015,t))The report fulfills the requirements of the Growth Management Act
for the ((c))County and ((its)) cities to evaluate patterns of development every ((efght)) 10
years to determine whether there is sufficient suitable land to accommodate the
projected countywide population. The ((Buitdabte—tands)) Urban Growth Capacity
Report ((represents—a—midcourse—check—on)) is one of the methods to evaluate the
achievement of Growth Management Act goals. The focus of the evaluation is on the
designated urban areas of King County and growth targets for those areas as
established in the Countywide Planning Policies.

DocketRequestProcess:)) Another key element of the Comprehensive Plan review

and update process is the Docket ((R))request ((P))process. As required by the Growth
Management Act, King County maintains an annual docket for recording comments on
suggested changes to the King County Comprehensive Plan and associated

development regulations from any interested person, such as permit applicants,
residents, and staff of other jurisdictions or agencies. The process and requirements are
detailed in ((the)) King County Code ((at)) Chapter 20.18((-148)). The County reviews all
requests, communicates with docket submitters, ((and)) makes County Executive

recommendations to the County Council ((bythefirstdayof Becember—TFhedocket
) e . ok .

))_and provides information

on requests and recommendations to the public.

((F)) G. Subarea Planning
((Community ServiceArea)) Subarea plans, ((

ptans)) such as but not limited to the Subarea Plans in Chapter 11, Subarea Planning,

focus the pollcy dlrectlon of the Comprehenswe Plan to a smaller geographlc areaL
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| ) ) H (D H ] | £ al £
ana—whetnet L,Ullllllulllty recommencatrons —m—a suparea Prdarr—are—T1edstiore 10T

G:))H.  Functional Planning

Functional plans are detailed plans for facilities and services ((and-atsoinclude)), as well
as action plans and programs for other governmental activities. Some functional plans
are operational or programmatic and guide daily management decisions. Others
include specific details of facility design and location. Functional ((P))plans ((that-guide
specific—siting—of—facitities)) help implement and must be consistent with the

Functionatplans—arepreparedby KingCounty,independent

Comprehensive Plan. ((

fes:)) Examples of functional

plans ((inKing—County)) include((:—theStrategicClimateActionPlan, Juvenite Justice
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RP-117)) RP-118 Functional plans for facilities and services ((should)):

a. Shall ((B))be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and subarea
((andneighborhood)) plans;

b. ((Definerequired)) Shall be consistent with service levels that are
appropriate for the Urban Growth Area, Rural Area, and Natural
Resource Lands;

c. May ((P))provide standards for location, design, and operation of
public facilities and services;

d. Should ((S))specify adequate, stable, and equitable methods of pay
for public facilities and services;

e. May ((B))be the basis for scheduling needed facilities and services
through capital improvement programs; and

f. Should ((P))plan for maintenance of existing facilities.

fistrict +otf bl X } P ol that
should-beconsidered-by King-County:))

|. Other Planning

There are also other plans not adopted as part of the Comprehensive Plan, such as
implementation plans and strategic plans, that King County relies on to help implement
and inform the Comprehensive Plan. These plans are typically focused on a specific
policy area, able to provide more detailed planning, and updated on a more frequent
basis than the Comprehensive Plan. Given this, sometimes those plans are updated to
be consistent with Comprehensive Plan updates, and sometimes the Comprehensive
Plan is updated to help advance new initiatives and desired outcomes originating from
those other planning efforts. Examples of these plans include the Strategic Climate
Action Plan, the Strategic Plan for Road Services, the King County Metro Strategic Plan
for Public Transportation, and the King County International Airport Strategic Plan. The
County also uses issue-specific studies and reports to inform and help implement
Comprehensive Plan updates, such as area zoning and land use studies, outcomes of
Comprehensive Plan Work Plan action items (see Chapter 12, Implementation,
Amendments, and Evaluation), and responses to King County budget provisos.
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»—Fnsurecounty goatsarebeingmet;

I H l
s mprove county services, wnere necessary;

»—Serveasbothatocatandaregionalgovernment;
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I. P . IQ Ql ' I I lnln f II . Io . I I .))

J. Four-to-One Program

((White—urban—separators comptement-theregionat-open—spacesystem by helpingto
definre—urbam—communities,—t))The King County Four-to-One Program provides an
opportunity to add land to the regional open space system through the dedication of
permanent ((open—space)) natural areas. The Four-to-One Program has been
recognized as an innovative land use technique under the Growth Management Act((®))
and for King County, the purpose of the program is to create a contiguous band of
((open—space)) natural areas, running ((morth—and—south)) along the ((main)) Urban
Growth Area ((B))boundary. Since its inception in 1994, just over ((+;368)) 360 acres
have been added to the Urban Growth Area while nearly ((4;566)) 1,300 acres of
permanent ((open—space)) natural areas have been conserved through the Four-to-One
Program. Changes to the Urban Growth Area through this program are processed as
((E)land ((H))use ((A))amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan((;subjectto

SR e - 56-18).

((U-185)) RP-119 Through the Four-to-One Program, King County shall
((actively pursue—dedication of open—spacealong)) dedicate natural

areas adjacent to the original Urban Growth Area ((line)) boundary,

which was adopted in the 1994 King County Comprehensive Plan.

Through this program, ((one—acre—of)) Rural Area zoned land may be

added to the Urban Growth Area in exchange for ((a)) dedication ((to
King—€ounty)) of at least four ((acres)) times the size of permanent
((open-space)) natural area. ((kand-added-to-theUrban-Growth-Area
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676 looking—visual-appearance-in—support—of-its—development,doesnot
677 require-dedication-of permanentopen-space:))

678

679 RP-120 The Four-to-One Program shall not result in more than a total of 4,000
680 acres being added to the Urban Growth Area.

681

682 ((U=189)) RP-121 Land added to the Urban Growth Area under the Four-to-
683 One Program shall:

684 Be limited to residential development and have a minimum density
685 of ((four)) eight dwellings per acre; ((and—shalt—be—physically
686 contiguous—to—the—original-Urban—Growth—Area, unless there are
687 limitations due to the presence of critical areas;and-shaltbe-ableto
688 be—served—by sewers—and—other—efficient—urban—services—and
689 facilities; provided-thatsuch-sewer-and-otherurban—services—and
690 facilities—shall-beprovided-directly from-the—urban-area—and-shalt
691 notcross-theopenspaceorRural-AreaorNatural Resource tands:))
692 b. Locate ((P))drainage facilities ((to—support-the-urban—development
693 shall-be—tocated)) and roads within the urban portion of the
694 development((:)); and

695 c. ((In—some——cases;,—lands—must—m))Meet affordable housing
696 requirements. ((under-this program:

697 The total-area-added-to-the Urban-Growth-Area-as-aresultof this policy
698 shaltnot-exceed4;000-acres.

699

700 U-186)) RP-122 King County shall evaluate Four-to-One proposals for both quality
701 of ((open-space)) the natural area and feasibility of urban development
702 and annexation. The highest quality proposals shall be recommended
703 for adoption as amendments to the Urban Growth Area. ((kands
704 preserved-as-open-space-shall retain-their Rural-Area-designations-and
705 should-generally beconfigured-in-such-a-way-as-toconnect-with-open
706 space-on-adjacentproperties:

707

708 U-187—King-County-shall-use-the following—criteria-forevaluatingopen-space
709 inFour-to-Oneproposals:

710 a—Quality of fish-and-wildlife- habitat-areas;

711 b-—C€onnectionstoregionalopen-spacesystems;

712 c—Protection—of-wetlands;stream—corridors, ground-water-and-water
713 bodies;

714 ] 5 i icat- _historical-

715 features;

716 e.—Size—of proposed-open-spacededication-and-connection-toother
717 open-space-dedications-along-the-Urban-Growth-Arealine;and

718 f—Thelandproposed—as—open—space—shall- remain—undeveloped;
719 except-forthoseuses-allowed-inU-188:))

720

721 RP-123 Lands preserved under the Four-to-One Program shall:

722 a. Be reserved as natural areas, or for passive recreation, farming, or
723 forestry. Trails or active recreation may be allowed if located on a
724 small portion of the natural area and are compatible with the site’s
725 habitat values and functions;

726 b. Retain their Rural Area designations; and

727 c. Generally be configured in such a way as to connect with open
728 space on adjacent properties.

729
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U-190)) RP-124 ((King-€ounty shall-amend-the Urban-Growth-Area)) Amendments

to add Rural Area lands to the Urban Growth Area ((consistent-with
PolicyU-185—during—the)) through the Four-to-One Program may be
made as part of an annual, midpoint, or 10-year Comprehensive Plan
((amendment-process)) update. ((Open-spacededication-shall-occurat
final-formal-platrecording:)) If the applicant decides not to pursue

urban development or fails to record the final plat prior to expiration of
preliminary plat approval, the urban properties shall be restored to a
Rural Area land use designation and associated zoning during the next
((review-of)) update to the King County Comprehensive Plan.

RP-125 For Four-to-One proposals adjacent to an incorporated area,
development proposals and/or activities shall not be allowed until the
land added to the Urban Growth Area is annexed into a city. A tri-party

agreement with the property owner, city, and King County shall be
required, to be transmitted and adopted concurrent with the Four-to-

One proposal.

Ill. King County Guiding Principles

The Comprehensive Plan is based on the principles of creating sustainable
neighborhoods, preserving open space, farmland, and rural communities, directing
development toward existing communities, addressing climate change, and providing a
variety of transportation choices. These guiding principles are consistent with the
(Washington—State)) Growth Management Act and guide funding decisions, creation
and operation of programs and projects, and how the County interacts with local, state,
and federal agencies. The impact of implementing these principles has been to:

e create higher urban densities by directing (£96%)) 29 percent of the growth into
the urban core((s)) of the region (Urban Growth Area),

preserve irreplaceable resource lands, parks, and critical areas,

improve mobility by making transit service more accessible,

sustain a vibrant economy,

serve in the capacity of both a local and a regional government, and

improve water quality and manage stormwater runoff((;

TOOOOO
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e+ reduce PUI'Ldpitd glccll}luu>c gas emissions)).
Guiding Principles
A. Creating Sustainable Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods are the backbone of any community.  Creating sustainable
neighborhoods may mean using incentives, programs, or regulations to help create
new neighborhoods((;)) and support existing neighborhoods. Encouraging mixed land
use and making access to jobs, shopping, and schools easier establishes the
cohesiveness of a neighborhood. Having opportunities for physical activity and
providing for people, if they choose, to age in place and remain in their neighborhood
as their lifestyle changes or they face changing physical capabilities establishes the
stability of a neighborhood. All of these factors contribute to creating a sustainable
neighborhood.

Sustainable neighborhoods are important areas where housing affordable to all income
levels can and should be located. Sustainability of a neighborhood also relates to the
impact the neighborhood has on the environment. Incorporation of sustainable
development practices into the design, construction, and maintenance of the
neighborhood can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce pollution, reduce the use
of natural resources, reduce energy and other maintenance costs, and enhance
property values.

RP-201 ((In-itspolicies-andregulations;)) King County shall ((strive-to)) promote
sustainable, healthy, thriving, and equitable neighborhoods and
communities. ((King-County shall-seek-to-ensure-that-the benefits-and

impacts—of-the—county’s-activities—are—equitably distributed-among-alt
segments—of—the—population:)) King County shall ensure that the
benefits and impacts of County actions support this vision.

B. Preserving and Maintaining Open Space and
Natural Resource Lands

The people of King County have long recognized that open space ((fands—are)) is

essential to what makes this county unique. ((Since—the—inceptionof-theCountywide

Ptanning—Potictes;p)) Preserving open space, including enhancing working resource
lands such as farmlands and forests, ((hasteen)) continues to be a priority of the County

and ((its=39)) the cities, as reflected in the Countywide Planning Policies. It is also a
cornerstone of the Growth Management Act.

The Growth Management Act requires the County and ((its)) the cities in King County to
form linkages between and within population centers with lands useful for recreation,
trails, wildlife habitat, and connection of critical areas. To fulfill that mandate, King
County operates a regional and local open space system consisting of parks, trails,
natural areas, working resource lands, and flood hazard management lands. These
open spaces provide multiple benefits and functions, including visual variety and relief
from developed areas, protection of environmental and ecological processes, provision
of wildlife habitat, promotion of mental and physical health, and creation of
opportunities for outdoor recreation. However, preserving open space requires careful
planning and management to ensure compatibility and long-term viability of these
benefits and functions.
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RP-202 King County shall pursue opportunities to preserve and maintain
remaining high-priority forest, agriculture, and other open space lands.

C. Directing Development Toward Existing
Communities

Beginning in the 1940s, a sprawling pattern of low-density development emerged in
King County. This sprawl resulted in the accelerated conversion of forests and farms to
subdivisions and made it increasingly expensive to provide water, schools, sewer
connections, streets, and other services. In addition, zoning codes tended to separate
the differing types of land uses, with jobs and stores in one location, homes in another,
and schools and parks in yet another.

The separate land uses were served by a roadway system of wide streets((;)) with
infrequent crosswalks, designed to accommodate cars, ((but)) not people. This pattern
did not support using transit, bicycling, or walking to meet daily transportation needs,
((thus)) leading to an overburdening of the roadway system and a loss of regional and
personal mobility. Low-density patterns that emerged relied on driving alone for many
trips, contributing to persistent air pollution problems and increasing greenhouse gas
emissions.

Reducing sprawl by focusing development into existing urban areas is one of the
statutory goals of the ((state’s)) Growth Management Act. To achieve that goal, in the
1990s, King County and the cities worked to ((steering)) steer growth to already
developed communities (both within urban areas and, at much smaller scales, in the
Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands, in a system of central places) with existing
infrastructure and services can result in (1) protecting the Rural Area((s)), (2) conserving
natural resources, and (3) providing more economical and equitable services and
facilities. Work to maintain those growth patterns and limit new sprawl from happening
continues today, as it is critical to supporting efficient and sustainable communities and
protecting rural character, the environment, and natural resources.

RP-203 King County shall continue to ((support-thereduction—of)) limit sprawl
by focusing growth and future development in the Urban Growth Area,

consistent with adopted growth targets.

D. Providing a Variety of Transportation Choices

Transportation is critically important to King County and the surrounding region,
facilitating access to jobs, education, services, recreation, and housing. King County
plays a central role in the region's transportation sector, supporting a variety of
((motorized—and—rnonmotorized)) travel modes, involving ground, air, and marine
transportation. The ((c))County has direct responsibility for (1) the unincorporated area
road network, (2) public transit services and facilities throughout the county, and (3)
operation of the King County International Airport ((and<{4operationofpassenger-onty

Y} SAAY, U Vd O d G a U VVEe a
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The ability to access various transportation modes has a profound effect on quality of
life for ((this—county's)) county residents and the vitality of ((its)) the economy. The
((e))County’'s transportation system must be designed, operated, and maintained in a
manner that (1) provides access to mobility options for a wide range of users, including
historically ((disadvantaged)) underinvested populations, (2) contributes to safe
communities, (3) reduces impacts on the county’s natural resources and environment,
and (4) fosters a vibrant community.

RP-204 King County shall continue to promote an efficient multimodal
transportation system that provides residents with a range of
transportation choices that respond to community needs and reduce
impacts on the natural environment.

E. Addressing Health, Equity, Displacement, and
Racial, Social, and Environmental Justice

Despite broad economic and social gains in society and ((in)) this country in recent
history, inequities exist and continue to persist for significant segments of the
population—particularly for ((communitiesofcotor)) Black, Indigenous, or other People
of Color and people living ((fmpoverty)) with low or no incomes—across the continuum
of measures of social and economic health and wellbeing. In some cases, inequities are
worsening over time. King County is not immune to ((nmationat-trends—and-statistics))
these inequalities, despite its location in the relatively prosperous Puget Sound area.

((frtheYnited-Statesand-inKing-County,chitdrenand-adults who tiveat the-bottomof

On average, Black, Indigenous, or other ((p))People of ((c))Color and ((peoptetiving—in
poverty)) households at or below 80 percent of area median income have ((fowertevets
of)) less access to quality education; are more likely to be unemployed or
underemployed; are more likely to pay too much of their income for housing costs and
other necessities; and are more likely to experience adverse health outcomes, such as
obesity, diabetes, or asthma, that can have the effect of reducing life expectancy. These
challenges affect specific communities and, in turn, the entire region, resulting in a
number of adverse socioeconomic consequences, including, for example, unfilled high-
skilled jobs, higher levels of homelessness, and higher health care costs.

(Fromoting ecororic oppertunity for areas it fewer asets v key.goak of the

Growth—ManagementAct— 2046, KingCounty adopted—Ordinance—+6948,—which
defined—and-estabtished)) King County Code Chapter 2.10 establishes ((the—"Fair—anc

Just*principte-inmthe-County's Strategic Ptan—TFhis-transformed-the-work-onequity-and
soctatjustice-from—aninitiativeto)) an integrated effort that intentionally applies ((this))

the "Fair and Just" principle to all work ((imorder)) to achieve equitable opportunities for
all people and communities. A key component of this ((ordinancewasdefining)) work is
the "Determinants of Equity," which are the social, economic, geographic, political, and
physical environment conditions in which people in the county are born, grow, live,
work, and age that lead to a just and thriving society. Access to these determinants of
equity is necessary to have equity for all people regardless of race, class, gender, or
language spoken. Inequities are created when structural barriers exist that prevent
individuals and communities from accessing these conditions and reaching their full
potential.
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933 ((Figure: Determinants-of Equity))

\ =

\ N
oN
Y &0

@7 e
% s to
using J’@o’ A ,’@alt!, 5
Wey % g nd g,
Affordable, safe, qua cces .. Q. By, . Um .
ad natural res© . (ac:‘-‘ t}on bm.'f angd na an services
ks @ . X Ural .
Acces® xo par Equity in Cout® el to0d enwronme"ts
le, healthy: © Early ., .
Access to affordable h . Y chijy o
Equitable law and justice system od development
. Econom;
Strong, vibrant neighbory Mmic e.,elo
- ood Pme
Access to safe and efficient tra"SPOrtation s nt

934
935 Credit: Office of Equity and Racial and Social Justice
936
937  There is a clear relationship between the majority of the Determinants of Equity and the
938  long-range planning role of the King County Comprehensive Plan. Land use patterns

939  and transportation investments play key roles in making communities healthier, more
940  connected, and more equitable. Well-planned neighborhoods have features such as
941 connected street networks, nearby shopping, walking paths, and transit service. Access
942  to healthy and culturally relevant food and the protection of agricultural lands affect the
943 rate of obesity, food insecurity, and malnutrition. These amenities reduce dependence
944  on cars, increase opportunities to be physically active, decrease the likelihood ((tobe))
945  of being overweight, improve air quality, ((and)) create opportunities for residents to
946 access jobs((;)) and services, and ((otherkeydestimations-that)) provide a path toward a
947 higher quality of life.

948

949  ((Asnotedpreviousty,t))The Comprehensive Plan plays multiple roles related to land
950  use planning - a countywide collaborative role in how growth is accommodated in the
951 county and region, and a local land use regulatory role for how growth occurs in
952 unincorporated areas. This dual role is important to recognize given the geographic
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distribution of communities that are the focus of the County's ((E))equity and racial and
((S))social ((3))justice work.

King County is committed to working to reduce inequities and address concerns of
social justice by incorporating the values of the ((c))County's ((E))equity and racial and
((S))social ((3))justice work into the daily practice of developing policies and programs,
((making)) informing funding decisions and delivering services. Further, King County
((wilh)) continues to identify and address the conditions at the root of disparities, engage
communities to have a strong voice in shaping their future, and raise and sustain the
visibility of ((E))equity and racial and ((S))social ((3))justice. The goal is to start by
focusing on prevention and addressing the fundamental causes of the inequities ((in
order)) to have a greater overall impact.

(tmorder—t))To achieve this, the County uses ((the—E))equity ((t)impact ((R))reviews
((Foot)) as a process to identify, evaluate, and communicate the potential equity impact -
both positive and negative - of a proposed policy, program, or service. The ((E))equity
())impact ((R)review ((foot)) process merges empirical (quantitative) data and
community engagement findings (qualitative data) to inform planning, decision-making,
and implementation of actions ((which)) that affect equity in King County. Quantitative
(B ))data are developed and complled through a number of effor‘cs ((and-pubtishedin=a

these—sources—and-others—should—e)) dlsaggregated when p055|b|e comblned with
qualitative data from communities, and analyzed carefully to ensure that equity impacts
are rigorously and holistically considered and advanced in the design and
implementation of a proposed action (plan, policy, and program development; service
delivery; operations modification; capital programs and projects((;)); etc.).

RP-205 King County ((will)) shall, when implementing and evaluating its land

use policies, programs, investments, and practices, ((seek—toreduce

health-inequities)) identify and proactively address issues of equity((;));
racial, social, and environmental justice; disparate health outcomes;

and displacement ((when—evaluating—and-implementing—its fand-use
policies; programs;-and-practices)).

o (Achievi E - Sustainabifity))

Enhancing Natural Resources and the
Environment

King County can influence environmental sustainability through its land use and
transportation policies and plans, investments in capital projects and facilities, economic
development initiatives, and day-to-day operations. To be effective, sustainability
actions need to be taken at many scales: in_unincorporated land use regulations, in
coordination with neighboring local governments, and across county departments((;
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RP-206 King County ((will)) shall protect, restore, and enhance its natural
resources and environment((;)) and encourage sustainable agriculture
and forestry((; reduce—climate-pollution-and-preparefor-the—effects—of
climate—change;—including—consideration—of —the—inequities—and
" ities-tl } Hov-chi I ).

G. Preparing for and Responding to Climate
Change

Climate change is a paramount challenge with fundamental and far-reaching
consequences, a "threat multiplier" that exacerbates inequities and intensifies
natural hazards - such as flooding, landslides, wildfires, and extreme heat - that put
the County's residents, economy, and environment at risk. The following principles
for climate action formalize the County’s commitment to lead on climate action,
while also integrating and highlighting principles that guide County climate action:

Act with urgency and intention;

Lead with racial justice and equity;

Respond to community needs and priorities;

Use and develop a comprehensive and data- and science-driven approach:;
Seek systemic solutions;

Build partnerships;

Lead through local action;

Prioritize health and co-benefits; and

Be transparent and accountable.

RP-207 King County shall reduce greenhouse gas emissions, advance climate
equity, and prepare for and respond to climate change impacts.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-25



1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-26



1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131
1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160
1161

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

1) | . .. | . . . | .r
PTrovidTu UIT Illdllltdlllllly ditJ PTIESTTVITY U)\Ibtllly SEITVILES dlitJ IIIIIdthUhtUIU,

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-27



1162
1163
1164

1165

1166
1167
1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176
1177
1178
1179
1180
1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196
1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203
1204
1205
1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

s Al F . o .

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-28



1214
1215

1216

1217
1218
1219
1220
1221

1222

1223
1224
1225

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

Volume7
= g R bl Particiation-S 2014

V—FheRegutations

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-29


http://www.kingcounty.gov/compplan

T .- - - . - . SNOHQMISH COUNTY . .
—nn - —
LAKE KING COUNTY
FOREST BOTHELL @22
PARES WOODINVITLE
KENMORE k5 d
g 2
b DUVALL
KIRKLAND = J
L \
D v
. L
3 , & 3 \*h
REDMOND -
S B
: - 3
' & 2 | ;
¥ Q o .
\ N YARROW .
00 HUNTS POINT 3
Q POINT. & ra 2
= N 20 Ve CARNATIGN)
.
2 S
>\ § eLroe <
2\Z WEDINE, N
DD Q \ \)
[oLie] e &
oJo N N SAMMAMISH
ofo ~ BELLEVUE N
%]
SI=< > BEAUX <
24 ARTS. V k
S % = b
x \ — S, o
N > X
- MERCER
~ISLAND- N r g
3 SEATTLE 4
. &
'J , ¢ :
§ H
S A NEWCASTLE ISSAQUAH . 4
e A
%) ‘ y
{ %, —
- L e 2
) 2 ;
-5 9) RENTON vocess ¥
o 'BURIEN e |TUKWILA = ®
: Brne e o f] S
518) é”:/
NORMANDY (gpo" 3 ¥
ARK. 3 . £ G,
SEATAC I ®00000e0%"
A
- m—) ¢ 0 .
\J/ ® %o
DES =
'MOINES
q] KENT
.
T MAPLE & -
7 OVINGTON ‘| VALLEY
H
B .
v -—
AUBURN %
%o o
FEDERAL ) BLAGK el 5
WAY DIAMOND
18 —
Y [¢ gasanass.’
4’))_\ 5 LGONA gecee
N S ‘
3
A AITSS ACIFIC
on B L L ——
%
s
4 .
H »
H
Data Sources: -\‘t.. A .""E
King County Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (P v.:
.
TN A
Notes: .
.
*du - dwelling unit, ac = acre * -u

The maps in the King County Comprehensive Plan and its technical appendices are produced with a
computer geographic information system. They are reduced in size but available at a larger scale.

The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to
change without notice. King County makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy,
completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. King County shall not be liable for any general, special,
indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the
use or misuse of the information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on this map is prohibited

except by written permission of King County.

Date: December 2022

kg King County
GIS CENTER

N
0 1 2 3 4 5 6
E N )i

SNOHOMISH COUNTY

SKYKOMISH

ALPINE LAKES 1

('.—A_‘
¢ LAND USE 2022

ot King County Comprehensive Plan, 2022
S Chapter One, Regional Growth Management Planning

. I:] Incorporated City
- I:] City in Rural Area

/" City in Rural Area UGA
g B uUnincorporated Activity Center

WILDERNESS

3

TC
- Community Business Center
Commercial Outside of Centers
Neighborhood Business Center

Urban Residential High >12du/ac*
47,\/>/\ Urban Residential Medium 4-12 du/ac*
Urban Residential Low | du/ac*

Rural Area 2.5 — 10 ac/du*

%
s
ALNOO?

Rural Towns

Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers
Agriculture

Forest

Mining

King County Open Space System
Greenbelt/Urban Separator
Other Parks/Wilderness
Industrial

|__| Tribal Lands

— Urban Growth Area Boundary

eeeeeees Forest Production District Boundary
ceceeec« Agricultural Production District Boundary
PIERCE COUNTY === King County Boundary
Freeways
— Arterials

—=-—=- Municipal Watershed


AUZINS
Line


V.-I—;-._-. 'F‘_—T" (__ .. . __SNOHOMISH COUNTY SNOHOMISH COUNTY
\ s | o T
B~ Lake le § .
 SHORELINE ¢OREST[ IBOTHELL Em I KING.COUNTY 3
|PARK [ L~ “woopinvilLE $

1

* —

=
Yy KENMORﬂ
g 5 %
r’_g)\'
l L {
o [y -
KIRKLAND -
/ Tk
D i1
) b \ =
( S REDMOND
" (\ 405, 4_
\ 3 ‘\0 YARROW 14’7 [ \VL L
HUNTS POINT 3
- POINT
: |
" i

—

AP CO
N

Ny
G Co.u‘q‘(

Ky Ts,
Ki

ALPINE LAKES 3

VILDERNESS £ AND USE 2024

#  King County Comprehensive Plan, 2024
(---/. Chapter One, Regional Growth Management Planning
/" Incorporated City
4 |:| City in Rural Area

= City in Rural Area UGA

/ --/\ - Unincorporated Activity Center

MERCER
ISLAND

SEATTLE

.

puge! Sounq

J 'ﬁﬁ
—

]
TNEWCASTLE

£

-

1
N%RMAND%_JSE?;AC ( 5- - Urban Planned Development
\ L . 4 e - Community Business Center
" 1 }ﬁ - - Commercial Outside of Centers
Y DES
) L ‘MOINES? ;. - Neighborhood Business Center
F LJ % SR [ Urban Residential High >12du/ac*
Urban Residential Medium 4-12 du/ac*
JrZ X Urban Residential Low | du/ac*
<l . W? Rural Area 2.5 — 10 ac/du*

]
d
- Rural Towns

AUBURN

Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers

=
I
\(:ﬂ Agriculture
[
I

BLACK
DIAMOND

\\\f FEDERAL
N, WAY

Forest
Mining
[ !\ King County Open Space System
- Greenbelt/Urban Separator
Other Parks/Wilderness

[ Industrial

7% Indian Reservation Boundary

Indian Trust Land

—— Urban Growth Area Boundary

Data Sources:
King County Department Local Services
Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Notes:

* du - dwelling unit, ac = acre
The maps in the King County Comprehensive Plan and its technical appendices are produced with a escecee Forest Production District Boundary
computer geographic information system. They are reduced in size but available at a larger scale.
«esees= Agricultural Production District Boundary
The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to
change without notice. King County makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy,
completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. King County shall not be liable for any general, special.
indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the

— === King County Boundary

use or misuse of the information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on this map is prohibited P\ERCE COUNY Freeways
except by written permission of King County. 4
» . 3
Date: October 2023 m King County b -~ Arterials
\\gisnas | \projects\KCCP2024\ExecRecCompPlanMaps\KCCP2024_ExecRecMaps\KCCP2024_ExecRecMaps.aprx — Land_Use ) L
mccombsp GIS CENTER '/ —-—= Municipal Watershed



1
|

il Il

i

=~22) TﬂTﬂﬂ |

rrrrm I

“““ Tﬁﬂﬂl

il i ITW

g}

i A rrrm |
i i

I m n Ilj Ll
*ﬁﬂ' i 1
= - 1 X :‘l fﬂTH i

L

I

. ]'I'
s ——

| 8

Mt

v

7

- ‘_ | 4 -
S A -‘::&"':"*. e 5‘*"‘ . { SRl s
e i 5 "':g.jq.,,‘_,f, At
£ iz % £ 20 1




NV oO~NONU1 b

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

'

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

Urban Communities - Page 2-1



((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

A)) .  The Urban Growth Area

The Growth Management Act requires the ((c))County to designate an Urban Growth
Area where most growth and development forecasted for King County will be
accommodated. By designating an Urban Growth Area and focusing growth within it,

King County ((and-othercountiesinthestatewitt)) can:

e Limit sprawl((ingdevetopment));
e Improve efficiencies and ((R))reduce costs of service provision ((byencouraging

e Protect the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands;

e Enhance the preservation of open space; and

o ((Mitigate—the—impacts—of climatechange—and—=adapt—to—its—effects)) Reduce

greenhouse gas emissions.

The Urban Growth Area for King County is designated on the official Land Use Map
((edopted—with—this-Comprehensive—Ptan)),_which is generally depicted at the end of

Chapter 1 Recnonal Growth Manaqement Plannmq (Fheorigimat-CountywidePtanmning

The Urban Growth Area includes all cities within the county, including the Urban Growth
Area((s)) for Cities in the Rural Area, the cities' Potential ((&))Annexation ((z))Areas, and
other land within the unincorporated part of the county characterized by urban-type
growth((—Fhe—Brban—Growth—Area—atso—inctudes—theBear—Creek—Yrban—+Ptanmed
Bevetopments)) such as the Redmond Ridge, Redmond Ridge East, and Trilogy

neighborhoods east of Redmond. ((See—Chapter3,Rurat-AreasandNaturatResource
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Pranming:))

The Urban Growth Area is where King County plans for and accommodates housing
needs for unincorporated King County, consistent with housing need allocations in the
Countywide Planning Policies; policies in Comprehensive Plan Chapter 4, Housing and
Human Services; and analysis in Appendix B, Housing Needs Assessment.

((+ itres))

A critical challenge for King County ((@nd-Htsrestdents)) is to ((create)) encourage urban
commumtlesthatprowde( —ofplaceandtherangeof choices peoptewantfc

£ T Lol |
IIUUUb Ul UIVUIbU ulUdIl commmunttres: uTodliT dreds 11iecyu 1T1TUTre

mixed)) a_healthy, safe bmlt environment for people from all backgrounds at all stages

of life, as well as accommodate housing affordable to all income levels. Components of
creating such a community include: cultivating a sense of place; responding to cultural
and economic needs; supporting access to affordable and healthy food and housing;
providing a broad range of amenities; and planning for a mix of land uses and greater
land density to shorten distances between housing, workplaces, transit, schools, and
recreation so people can choose to ((watkorbicycte)) use active transportation to more
easily access ((to)) these destinations. The County can meet these goals through
periodic review and updates to its development regulations and functional and long-

range plans.

People are more likely to walk to their destination if the distance is less than one-half
mile ("walking distance") or to bicycle if the distance is less than three miles ("bicycling
distance"). Incorporating high comfort pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure for all ages
and abilities, especially sidewalks and bicycle paths that are separated from
((automobite)) vehicle traffic, can increase the safety and frequency of blcycle
pedestrlan and transit tr|ps ( Tities STe

] Lol
accessto U[JUII bpdbc dllu Pdll\b FUUPIU dlr, T t

| H | | H
Ty LIHUUST, ayT T Pidale diTu TTITTdiT T T

U-2061a)) U-101 In all urban unincorporated areas, King County shall consider
equity and racial and social justice in its planning, project development,
and service delivery approach.
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107 ((U=101)) U-102 Development within the Urban Growth Area should create and
maintain safe, healthy, and diverse communities. These communities
should contain a range of affordable, healthy housing and employment

—_—
(@Y
~O 0o

110 opportunities, as well as school and recreational facilities, and should
111 be designed to protect the natural environment and significant cultural
112 resources.

113

114 ((U=101a)) U-103 The Urban Growth Area is considered long-term and can
115 only be amended consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies((;))
116 and the King County Comprehensive Plan ((policies)).

117

118 ((U=102)) U-104 The Urban Growth Area ((designations)) shown on the official Land
119 Use Map includes enough land to provide the countywide capacity, as
120 required by the Growth Management Act, to accommodate
121 ((residential)) housing affordable to all income levels((;)) and
122 commercial and institutional growth expected ((over—the—period
123 2006-2031)) between 2019 and 2044. These lands ((should)) include
124 only those lands that meet the following criteria:

125 a.l. Are characterized by urban development that can be
126 efficiently and cost effectively served by roads, water, sanitary
127 sewer and storm drainage, schools, and other urban governmental
128 services within the next 20 years;

129 (b)) 2. Do not extend beyond natural boundaries, such as
130 watersheds, ((which)) that impede provision of urban services;

131 ((e)) 3. Respect topographical features that form a natural edge,
132 such as rivers and ridge lines;

133 (k) 4. Are sufficiently free of environmental constraints to be
134 able to support urban growth without major environmental
135 impacts, unless such areas are designated as an urban separator by
136 interlocal agreement between jurisdictions;

137 ((es Are—mtluded—mthm—the—&ear—ereek—t}rban—ﬂanned—Bevelopment
138

139 £)) 5_ Are not Rural Area or Natural Resource Lands; and

140 6. Are not within the 100-year floodplain of any river or river segment
141 that has a mean annual flow of 1,000 or more cubic feet per
142 second, as determined by the Washington State Department of
143 Ecology, unless otherwise exempted under Chapter 36.70A
144 Revised Code of Washington; or

145 b. _Are included within the Redmond Ridge, Redmond Ridge East, and
146 Trilogy neighborhoods.

147

148  ((U-103)) U-105 Parcels that are split by the Urban Growth Area boundary ((line))
149 should be reviewed for possible redesignation to either all urban area
150 or all Rural Area or Natural Resource Lands taking into consideration:
151 a. Whether the parcel is split to recognize ((environmentally-sensitive
152 features)) critical areas;

153 b. The parcel's geographic features;

154 c. Whether the parcel will be added to an adjoining city's Potential
155 Annexation Area; and

156 d. The requirements of interlocal agreements, or the requirements of
157 King County plans.

158

159

160

161

162

163

164
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U-1064)) U-106 Rural area zoned properties that are currently a park immediately
adjacent to a city (( f
that—city)) may be redesignated to urban when the city has committed
to designate the property in perpetuity for park purposes ((ina—form

2))A.  Urban Growth Area Targets

The Growth Management Act requires the ((c))County and ((its)) cities to plan for future
housing and employment growth target ranges for each jurisdiction. ((tn—1994the

2016 ) ; . ; ‘
unincorporatedareatargets:)) Growth targets are adopted in the Countywide Planning

Policies for each city and unincorporated urban area in King County. The targets are
updated on timelines consistent with the state's 10-year comprehensive planning
periodic update schedule to incorporate current demographic data and to align with
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the current Regional Growth Strategy adopted in VISION. Jurisdictions must then reflect
the adopted targets in their local comprehensive plans.

Table 2-1, King County Jurisdiction Growth Targets 2019-2044, portrays the housing
and job growth targets for each jurisdiction as adopted in the Countywide Planning
Policies. The table includes targets for Potential Annexation Areas with development
capacity. Portions of growth targets for Potential Annexation Areas will transfer into
cities at the time of annexation. Although they may be refined through future planning
with affected communities and adjacent cities, these urban unincorporated targets are
intended to be used as a guide for future planning of land uses and decisions on
services and infrastructure.

Figure: Table 2-1: King County Jurisdiction Growth Targets 2019-2044

Net New Units and Jobs

Jurisdiction 2019-2044 2019-2044

Housing Target Jobs Target

Metropolitan Cities

Bellevue 35,000 70,000
Seattle 112,000 169,500
Metropolitan Cities Subtotal 147,000 239,500
o
Auburn 12,000 19,520
Bothell 5,800 9.500
Burien 7,500 4770
Federal Way 11,260 20,460
Issaquah 3,500 7.950
Kent 10,200 32,000
Kirkland 13,200 26,490
Redmond 20,000 24,000
Renton 17,000 31,780
SeaTac 5,900 14,810
Tukwila 6,500 15.890
Core Cities Subtotal 112,860 207,170
High Capacity Transit Communities
Des Moines 3,800 2,380
Federal Way PAA* 1,020 720
Kenmore 3,070 3,200
Lake Forest Park 870 550
Mercer Island 1.239 1.300
Newcastle 1.480 500
North Highline PAA* 1,420 1,220
Renton PAA* - East Renton 170 0
Renton PAA* - Fairwood 840 100
Renton PAA* - Skyway-West Hill 670 600
Shoreline 13,330 10,000
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Net New Units and Jobs

Jurisdiction 2019-2044
Housing Target Jobs Target

Woodinville 2,033 5,000

High Capacity Transit Communities
Subtotal 29.942

Ctomitomn
Algona 170 325
Beaux Arts 1 0
Black Diamond 2,900 680
Carnation 799 450
Clyde Hill 10 10
Covington 4,310 4,496
Duvall 890 990
Enumclaw 1.057 989
Hunts Point 1 0
Maple Valley 1.720 1,570
Medina 19 0
Milton 50 200
Normandy Park 153 35
North Bend 1,748 2,218
Pacific 135 75
Sammamish 2,100 728
Skykomish 10 0
Snoqualmie 1,500 4,425
Yarrow Point 10 0

Cities and Towns Subtotal 17,583 17.891

o
Auburn PAA* 12 0
Bellevue PAA* 17 0
Black Diamond PAA* 328 0
Issaquah PAA* 35 4]
Kent PAA* 3 300
Newcastle PAA* 1 4]
Pacific PAA* 134 0
Redmond PAA* 120 0
Sammamish PAA* 194 0
Unaffiliated Urban Unincorporated 448 400

Urban Unincorporated Subtotal 1.292 700
Urban Growth Area Total 308,677 490,831
233 *PAA means Potential Annexation Area
234
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((U=106)) U-107 Most population and employment growth should locate in the
contiguous Urban Growth Area in western King County((—especiaﬂy—m
cities—and-their Potential Annexation-Areas)). Cities in the Rural Area
should accommodate growth in accordance with adopted growth
targets.

((U=114)) U-108 ((kand—use—policies—and—regulations)) King County shall

accommodate ((a)) assigned urban unincorporated area growth targets

of ((approximately—11,140)) 5,412 housing units and ((approximately
6—8—1—0)) 340 jObS by ((203—1)) 2044, ((estabhshed—m—the—Gountyw:de

Area)) and provide for housing needs for all incomes. The growth

targets should be monitored and further refined over the planning
period.

((8=115)) U-109 King County shall provide adequate land capacity ((forresidential))
to accommodate housing affordable to all incomes, commercial,
industrial, and other non-residential growth in the wurban
unincorporated area consistent with ((-—Asrequired-under)) the Growth

Management Act ((—thrland—capaaty—shaﬂ—be—caiculated—on—a

M Tr—

((*As-amended-by Ordinance 17687-))
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€ty Subarea Farget Farget Farget Target
NetNew-Units | NetNewUnits | NetNewdobs | NetNewJobs
—Bettevue 17296 53,066
—Seattte 86,666 +H46,766
Total 103;290 199,760
CoreCities
—Auburn 9620 +9356 =
Bothe 3-846 810 5,666
—FederatWay 8,166 2,396 12366 296
—Kent 9,270 26 13,286 210
—Kirktand 8,570 © 26,856 ©
—Redmond 16,266 640 23,066 =
—Renton 4835 3,895 29,666 476
—Seatac 5,860 25,366
—Tukwita 4,850 56 +£556 ©
Total 79495 176;590
targer-Cities
—tssacuah 5756 +16 20.000
—Kenmore 3560 3,066
—Mercertstand 2,060 +666
—Sarmmamish 4486 356 4866
Fotal 28;230 42;800
T
—Agors 150 240
—BeauxArts 3 3
——Carnation 336 376
"~ Clyce Hill ) =
—DBuvatt +1H40 846
—Enumctaw +425 735
—HuntsPoint + =
—takeForestPark 475 216
—Medina 1% =
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€ity+Subarea Target Target Target Target
NetNew-Units | NetNewUnits | NetNewdobs | NetNewJobs

—vhitton 50 %0 +60
—Newrcastte 1266 735
—NormandyPark +26 65
—NorthBend 665 +056
—FPacific 285 +35 370
—Skykomish 16 =
—YarrowPoint 4 =
Total 10,922 8;168
Urban-Unincorporated
Areas

BearCreek-Urban 216 3,586
PltarmedBev

Yrctatmed-Yrban 656 26

H#)) B Potential Annexation Areas
(Fhe—ammexation—ofurban—unincorporated—areas—s—good—pubtic—poticy—FheState

King County’s annexation efforts are ((particatarty)) important given the impacts of

historical patterns of annexation.

Over time, higher tax revenue-generating areas -

retail, industrial, and commercial centers and more affluent residential neighborhoods -

Urban Communities - Page 2-10
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have incorporated or annexed first, while lower income, ethnically diverse communities
remained unincorporated. Given the County’s limited taxing authority, promoting
annexation of these areas into cities, where a higher level of service can be provided, ((is

thebest-way toadvance—equity)) will foster more equitable and socially just outcomes

for residents in unincorporated urban areas.

Although it is the policy of the County to support and promote annexation, its formal
ability to do so is extremely limited. State laws provide the cities, county residents, and
property owners with the authority to initiate the annexation process. A successful
annexation initiative depends on establishing a collaborative and ongoing dialogue
between the three affected interest groups reS|dents the County, and the aﬁected C|ty

Much of the remaining urban unincorporated area is made up of geographically
isolated islands surrounded by cities or adjacent to the ((u))Urban ((g))Growth Area
boundary. Because these areas are scattered across the county, the prOV|s|on of Iocal
services is costly ' ' '

The policies in this section are intended to guide the ((c))County's decision making on
annexation-related issues to ensure the needs of residents in the urban unincorporated
area are considered, the perspective of the future annexing city is considered, and that
a smooth transition from ((c))County to city government occurs.

((U=261)) U-110 ((in—order—t))To meet the Growth Management Act and ((the
regional-ly-adopted)) Countywide Planning Policies goal of becommg a
regional service provider for all county residents and a local service
provider in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, King County
shall encourage annexation of the remaining urban unincorporated
area. The ((c))County may also act as a contract service provider where
mutually beneficial.
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345 ((g=262)) U-111 To help create an environment that is supportive of annexations,

346 King County shall work with cities and with neighborhood groups, local
347 business organizations, public service providers, and other
348 ((stakeholders)) affected parties on annexation-related activities to
349 move the remaining urban islands towards annexation by the city most
350 appropriate to serve it. King County ((will)) shall also seek changes at
351 the state level that would facilitate annexation of urban unincorporated
352 areas.

353

354 ((U-202a)) U-112 The County should seek state legislative authority to impose taxes
355 in unincorporated urban areas consistent with the taxing authorities
356 and rates of cities, and seek to impose rates consistent with ((the—city))
357 cities to improve service delivery and infrastructure levels.

358

359  ((U-203)) U-113 The Potential Annexation Areas Map adopted ((by—the—Growth
360 Management-Planning—Council)) in the Countywide Planning Policies
361 illustrates city-designated ((p))Potential ((a))Annexation ((a))Areas
362 ((tPAAs);)). This may include contested areas (where more than one city
363 claims a ((PAA)) Potential Annexation Area), and those few areas that
364 are unclaimed by any city. For contested areas, the ((c))County should
365 attempt to help resolve the matter, or to enter into an interlocal
366 agreement with each city for the purpose of bringing the question of
367 annexation before voters. For unclaimed areas, King County should
368 work with adjacent cities and service providers to develop a mutually
369 agreeable strategy and timeframe for annexation. ((For-areas-affiliated
370 .|I nl f Io - l&‘ e I I I I Io I I
371 annexations:

372

373 U-204)) U-114 King County shall support annexation proposals that are consistent
374 with the Countywide Planning Policies and the Washington State
375 Growth Management Act, when the area proposed for annexation is
376 wholly within the annexing city’s officially adopted ((PAA)) Potential
377 Annexation Area, and when the area is not part of a contested area.
378

379  ((U-205)) U-115 King County shall not support annexation proposals that would:
380 a. Resultinillogical service areas;

381 b. Create unincorporated islands, unless the annexation is preceded
382 by an interlocal agreement in which the city agrees to pursue
383 annexation of the remaining island area in a timely manner;

384 c. Focus solely on areas that would provide a distinct economic gain
385 for the annexing city at the exclusion of other proximate areas that
386 should logically be included;

387 d. Move designated Agricultural and/or Forest Production District
388 lands into the Urban Growth Area, except as allowed in Policies R-
389 760, R-671, and R-762a; or

390 e. Apply zoning to maintain or create permanent, low-density
391 residential areas, unless such areas are part of an urban separator
392 or are environmentally constrained, rendering higher densities
393 inappropriate.

394

395 ((g=266)) U-116 King County shall favor annexation over incorporation as the
396 preferred method of governance transition. King County ((will)) shall
397 not support incorporations when the proposed incorporation ((area)) is
398 financially infeasible.

399
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400 ((U=207)) U-117 King County shall work with cities to develop pre-annexation or

401 annexation interlocal agreements to address the transition of services
402 from the ((c))County to the annexing cities. The development of such
403 agreements should include a public outreach process to include but not
404 be limited to residents and property owners in the Potential
405 Annexation Areas, as well as residents and property owners in the
406 surrounding areas. Such agreements may address a range of
407 considerations, including but not limited to:

408 a. Establishing a financing partnership between the ((c))County, city,
409 and other service providers to address needed infrastructure;

410 b. Providing reciprocal notification of development proposals in
411 Potential Annexation Areas, and opportunities to identify and/or
412 provide mitigation associated with such development;

413 c. Supporting the city’s desire, to the extent possible, to be the
414 designated sewer or water service provider within the Potential
415 Annexation Area, where this can be done without harm to the
416 integrity of existing systems and without significantly increasing
417 rates;

418 d. Assessing the feasibility and/or desirability of reverse contracting
419 in order for the city to provide local services on the ((c))County’s
420 behalf prior to annexation, as well as the feasibility and/or
421 desirability of the ((c))County continuing to provide some local
422 services on a contract basis after annexation;

423 e. Exploring the feasibility of modifying development, concurrency,
424 and infrastructure design standards prior to annexation, when a
425 specific and aggressive annexation timeline is being pursued;

426 f. Assessing which ((c))County-owned properties and facilities should
427 be transferred to city control, and the conditions under which such
428 transfers should take place;

429 g. Transitioning ((c))County employees to city employment where
430 appropriate;

431 h. Ensuring that land use plans for the annexation area are consistent
432 with the Countywide Planning Policies with respect to: planning for
433 urban densities and efficient land use patterns; provision of urban
434 services, affordable housing, and transportation; the protection of
435 critical areas; and the long-term protection of urban separators;
436 i. Continuing equivalent protection of cultural resources, and county
437 landmarks and historic resources listed on the King County Historic
438 Resource Inventory;

439 j- Maintaining existing equestrian facilities and establishing
440 equestrian linkages; and

441 k. Establishing a timeline for service transitions and for the
442 annexation.

443

444  ((King—County—witexptore new—options—to—affittate—tnincorporated—urban—areas—with

445 g NS il o
446

447  UY-208))U-118 King County should engage in joint planning processes for the

448 urban unincorporated areas with the area’s designated annexation city.
449 Alternatively, upon a commitment from the city to annex through an
450 interlocal agreement, King County ((will)) shall engage in joint planning
451 processes for the urban unincorporated areas in tandem with the
452 annexing city. Such planning may consider land use tools such as:

453 a. ((traditional—s))Subarea plans((;—subarea—studies)) or area
454 ((rezoning)) zoning and land use studies;

455 b. ((a))Allowing additional commercial and high-density residential
456 development through the application of new zoning;

457 c. Transfers of Development Rights that add units to new
458 development projects; and
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d. ((a))Application of collaborative and innovative development
approaches, such as design standards.

(G . .
King County will workthrough-theGrowth-Management Planning
PE::"'T.I ::B:IE ’ El:ll.: 2 "HIE"' “l"': ’ E|"'E |s|na|||.nmg. umincorporated-urban

R-511)) U-119 Within Potential Annexation Areas of Cities in the Rural Area, ((the
following-uses)) residential development at a density of one home per
five acres or less shall be ((permitted)) allowed until the area annexes
to the city((:

A ; ing: y F
b—N id I‘II,I Igl al FHindustrial
determined-throughprevioussubareaplans)).

() 1. Growth in ((Yrban)) Centers and
the Promotion of Public Health for All

ofhoustngandemptoyment:)) Focusing growth into centers helps achieve the goals of
a sustainable and equitable community. ((However,in-itsunincorporated-urban—ares;))
King County has a ((smalt)) number of smaller-scale ((urban)) centers, which includes
((am)) unincorporated activity centers, community business centers, and neighborhood
business centers. These are represented on the ((Brban)) Countywide and Local
Centers map at the end of this chapter.

Communities that feature a variety of land uses; access to healthy, affordable foods;
higher housing density; sidewalks; bicycle infrastructure; and street connections to
nearby services promote health and quality of life. Urban areas that are interesting and

safe for pedestrians and bicyclists, and that provide many necessary services close to
residential developments, can promote public health by increasing opportunities for
physical activity during daily activities. ((Fobaccorermains theteading—causeof deathfor
2 - X o .

. 9 : ) gen 000

A - g i . i

While creating communities that have a positive effect on public health, the ((c))County

is also ((creating)) supporting the creation of communities that will have a positive effect

on climate change. When people replace their ((auto)) vehicle trips with transit, walking,

or biking, they are improving their health and reducing their carbon footprint at the

same time. Communities that have integrated street networks, a mix of uses, and

residential densities supportive of public transportation can reduce vehicle miles
Urban Communities - Page 2-14
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514  traveled because ((auto)) vehicle trips are being replaced with more walking, biking,
515 and transit use.

516

517 ((U=167)) U-201 King County should support ((land-use-and-zoning)) actions that

518 promote public health ((by-increasing-opportunitiesfor-every resident
519 to—be morephysically—active)); address racially and geographically
520 disparate health outcomes; support safe and convenient daily physical
521 activity and social connectivity; protect from exposure to harmful
522 substances and environments; and increase access to opportunities((:
523 kand-use-and-zoning-actions-include)), through actions such as:

524 a. ((e))Concentrating growth, infrastructure, and services into the
525 Urban Growth Area;

526 b. ((p))Promoting ((urban)) the development of countywide and local
527 centers;

528 c. ((a))Allowing mixed-use developments;

529 d. ((s))Supporting access to healthy, affordable retail foods; ((and))
530 e. ((a))Adding pedestrian and bicycle facilities and connections; and
531 f. __ Prioritizing affordable housing in high opportunity areas.

532

533 ((U-154)) U-202 ((Design—features—of —unincorporated—activity—centers)) New
534 development in centers should include the following:

535 a. Safe and attractive walkways, trails, and bicycle facilities for all
536 ages and abilities with access to ((each)) major destinations,
537 including schools, community ((centers)) facilities, and commercial
538 areas;

539 b. Buildings close to sidewalks ((to-promote—watking—and-access—to
540 transit));

541 c. Compact design with close grouping of compatible uses;

542 d. Off-street structured parking ((in-multistory-structures)) located to
543 the side or rear of buildings or underground;

544 e. Publicart;

545 f. Public spaces, such as plazas and building atriums;

546 g. Retention of attractive natural features, historic buildings, and
547 established character;

548 h. Aesthetic design and compatibility with adjacent uses through
549 setbacks, building orientation, and landscaping ((and—traffic
550 control));

551 i.  Screening of unsightly views, such as heavy machinery, outdoor
552 storage areas, loading docks, and parking areas from ((the-view
553 of)) adjacent uses and from arterials; ((and))

554 jo  Signs ((shotrld—be—regu’rated—to—reduce)) that contribute to the
555 character of the center while minimizing glare and other adverse
556 visual impacts on nearby residences;((;—without—limiting—their
557 potential-contributionto-thecolorand-characterof thecenter.))
558 k. _Low-impact design features; and

559 . Recreation space such as pocket parks.

560

561 ((U-168—King-County should-support-the-development-of Urban-Centerstomeet
562 . a . - . . . - .
563 I l I I Ill nl . " . . I II
564 services—helps—address—social-and—economic needs—of-alt-residents;
565 N I I. I. I l I ol 0 = Sl l . . I I
566 I 0 I .I . f . . l I I l l .l . l I
567 - o= o o . . = n .

568 ltlt . . lt l l . I l .

569
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U-111)) U-203 Development standards for urban areas should emphasize ways to
allow maximum ((permitted)) densities and uses of urban land while
not compromising the function of critical ((environmental)) areas.
((Mmgatmg—measuresshouh-seweﬁulhple—purposes—suchfsdramage
; . tion—cultural-and—histori
s))Standards should be simple and measurable, so they can be

implemented without lengthy review processes.

((U=132a)) U-204 King County shall allow and support the development of
((innovative)) community gardens and urban agriculture throughout
((the-publicrealm-of)) residential and commercial areas.

U-205 King County should explore ways to encourage property owners to

develop vacant and abandoned property.

While there are many benefits of focusing growth into centers, one impact of climate
change is a greater likelihood ((that-the—frequencyofhazardous)) of extreme heat in
urban heat islands ((inrurban—areas—wittincrease)). The term "heat island” refers to
((urbam)) areas where air and surface temperatures ((that)) are higher than the nearby
Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands due to development. Heat islands form as
cities replace natural land cover with pavement, buildings, and other built infrastructure.
Heat islands exacerbate heat-related illnesses, such as heat exhaustion or heat stroke.
Dense urban areas with a lot of paved surfaces and limited shade can be up to 20°F
hotter during extreme heat events, when compared to areas with more trees and less
pavement. The higher the temperature, the higher the likelihood people will suffer from
heat-related illnesses and not be able to cool themselves sufficiently. Homes without air
conditioning in urban heat islands may also be more prone to overheating further
exacerbating residents’ risk of heat-related illness. The heat island effect can be
reduced by requiring cool roofs, cool pavements, tree canopy, and other vegetation.

(F . e o NS Beritel .

U-112)) U-206 King County ((will)) shall work with cities, communities, residents,
and developers to ((

design—communities—and—development—projects
that)) employ green infrastructure and other ((techniques)) approaches
that help reduce heat islands ((throughout—the—community—and-the

region)) and the health effects of extreme heat on residents,
particularly in frontline communities and historically underserved

neighborhoods with less tree canopy and open spaces.
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(King—€ ; ‘ . . .
aspectoftheoverattheatthof thestudent:)) The environment surrounding a school and
the routes a typical student travels to school or nearby school-related destinations ((atso
must-be—considered;inctuding)) can affect health outcomes of youths. Strategies to
improve these factors include managing density of retail uses that primarily sell alcohol,
tobacco ((and-marijuana)), cannabis, and low-nutrition products; enhancing green space
sites; creating safe areas to walk and bicycle to school; providing for transit and related
facilities; and((;)) reducing exposure to environmental toxins and other types of unsafe
environments.

((U=113)) U-207 King County shall promote children’s health by encouraging and
supporting land uses in the environment surrounding a school and on
travel routes to schools that complement and strengthen other formal
programs, such as Safe Routes to School.

() A. Unincorporated Activity Centers

Unincorporated activity centers are the primary locations for commercial and industrial
development in urban unincorporated King County. White Center and Skyway are the
only designated unincorporated activity centers and meet the criteria for countywide
centers designation. King County intends to apply for this designation following
adoption of the 2024 Comorehenswe Plan. ((FheNorth—Highlimre-Community—Service
; S 8 £ o e Ahite-€

A . R o of yvey S ) ) At .

Y-151)) U-208 Within unincorporated activity centers, the following zoning is
appropriate: Urban Residential, with a density of ((twelve)) 12 to
((forty-eight)) 48 dwelling units per acre; Community Business;
Neighborhood Business; Office; and Industrial.

((U=150)) U-209 Unincorporated activity centers ((in—urban—areas)) should provide
employment, housing, shopping, services, and ((leisure-time)) other
amenities to meet the needs of the local economy. The mix of uses may
include:

a. Health, human service, and public safety facilities;

b. Retail stores and services;

c. Professional offices;

d. Business/office parks;

e. ((Multifamily)) Multiunit housing and mixed-use developments;

f. Heavy commercial and industrial uses, when there is direct freeway

or rail access;

Light manufacturing;
Parks and open space; and
i. Farmers Markets.

‘Fe

((U=152)) U-210 King County may designate new unincorporated activity centers or
expand existing unincorporated activity centers only through a subarea
planning process that should address:

a. The relationship and role of the ((entire)) center to its surrounding
uses, including adjacent cities and other nearby centers;
b. Avaulablhty of supporting public services;

c ((

d:)) The need for additional commercial and industrial development
((ez)) d. The size and boundaries of the center; and

((f)) e. Zoning.
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((g=153)) U-211 The size, uses, and boundaries of unincorporated activity centers
should ((-befconsrstentvvithﬂe{oilowmg—cnteﬂa))'

a. Be ((M))more than ((forty)) 40 acres in size, excluding land needed
for surface water management or protection of ((environmentally))
critical areas;

b. Include ((R))retail space based on the amount of residential
development planned for the surrounding area to provide for
community and local shopping needs; and

c. Limit ((R))retail space ((shouldnot-exceed)) to a maximum of 60

acres and 600,000 square feet unless ((tt—ts—served—by—dfrect

freewayaccess—by)) located on a principal or minor arterial that
connects directly to a freeway and the retail space is well served by

transit.

(u- . . iat iak e

27)) B. Community Business Centers

Community business centers are primarily retail developments designed to serve a

moderately-sized nearby market area ((of—15;0606—to—46,600—peopte—Commumnity
; i f

restdentiat-uses,and-shoutd-promotepedestrianandbicyclteaccess)). As shown on the

((Urban)) Countywide and Local Centers map at the end of this chapter, these centers
include Fairwood, Roxhill, Glendale, and Top Hat.

((U=159)) U-212 Community business centers in the urban areas should provide
primarily shopping and personal services for nearby residents. Offices
and ((multifamily—housing)) mixed-use development are also
encouraged. Industrial and heavy commercial uses should be
((excluded)) limited. Community business centers should include the
following mix of uses:

Retail stores and services;

Professional offices;

Community and human services;

((Multifamily)) Multiunit housing as part of a mixed-use

development, with higher residential densities ((of-atteast-12-units

)) near transit; and

e. Stands or small outlets that offer fresh, affordable fruit and produce

and locally produced value-added food products.

onoow

((U=160)) U-213 ((Designated—community —business—centers—are—shown—on—the
€omprehensive—Plan—tand—Use—Map:)) Expansion of existing or
designation of new community business centers shall be ((permitted))
allowed only through a subarea plan or area zoning and land use study.

((Redevelopment—and—infill—development—of —existing—community
businesscentersis-encouraged:

Y-161)) U-214 Within community business centers, the following zoning is
appropriate: Neighborhood Business, Community Business, and Office.
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((B=162)) U-215 The specific size and boundaries of community business centers
should be ((consistent-with-thecriterialisted-below:)):

a. ((More—than)) Between 10 acres and ((up—to)) 40 acres in size,
excluding land needed for surface water management or
protection of ((environmentally)) critical areas;

b. Designed to provide shopping and services for a market
population of 15,000 to 40,000 people;

c. Located one to three miles from an unincorporated activity center
or from another community business center. May be located less
than two miles from a neighborhood business center when it is
demonstrated the neighborhood business center will not be
adversely affected; and

d. ((Mustbel))Located at the intersection of two principal or minor
arterials.

3:)) C. Neighborhood Business Centers

Neighborhood business centers are shopping areas offering convenience goods and
services to local residents. Neighborhood business centers are intended to be small
and compatible with adjacent residential areas and often are used on the way to
another destination (for example, a fuel stop before or after commuting). Sometimes
they consist of only one use or business. Neighborhood business centers should be
designed to promote pedestrian and bicycle access.

As shown on the ((brban)) Countywide and Local Centers map at the end of this
chapter, King County has seven of these centers, including Avondale Corner, Beverly
Park, Jovita, Lake Geneva, Martin Luther King Jr. Way((#)) between 60* Ave((=)) S and
64" Ave((z)) S, Rainier Ave((x)) S((/)) between S((z)) 114% St((=)) and S((z)) 117" St((z)), and
Spider Lake.

((U=164)) U-216 Neighborhood business centers in urban areas should include
primarily retail stores and offices designed to provide convenient
shopping and other services for nearby residents. Industrial and heavy
commercial uses should be ((excluded)) prohibited. Neighborhood
business centers should include the following mix of uses:

a. Retail stores and services;
b. Professional offices;
c. ((Multifamily)) Multiunit housing as part of a mixed-use

development ((with-residential-densitiesup—to—12unitsper—acre
when—convement—to—a—mmor—arteﬂal—Hmher—densmes—afe

toaprincipal-arterial-orwell-served-bytransit)); and '
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d. Farmers Markets.

((U=165)) U-217 ((Designated neighborhoodbusiness—centers—are—shown—on—the
€omprehensive Plan—tand-UseMap:)) Expansion of existing or the
designation of new neighborhood business centers shall only be
((permitted)) allowed through a subarea plan or area zoning and land
use study. ((Redevelopment—and—infilldevelopment—of—existing
neighborhood-businesscentersis-encouraged:))

((U-166)) U-218 Within neighborhood business centers, the following zoning is
appropriate: Neighborhood Business and Office.

((U=167)) U-219 The specific size and boundaries of neighborhood business centers
should be ((consistent-with-thecriterialisted-below:)):

a. Ten acres or less in size, excluding land needed for surface water
management or protection of ((environmentally sensitive-features))
critical areas;

b. Designed to provide convenience shopping for a market
population of 8,000 to 15,000 people;

c. Located within walking distance of transit corridors or transit
activity centers; and

d. Located one to three miles from another neighborhood business
center.

(U-168—Pesign-feat ¢ neiahborhood-busi , hould-includet}

4))D. Commercial Development Outside of
Centers

The Commercial Outside of Center (((€©))) Land Use designation recognizes
commercial uses predating the adoption of the ((c))County's first Growth Management
Act mandated Comprehensive Plan. These isolated unincorporated urban areas ((were
andremain)) are located outside a designated ((urban—center+{))unincorporated activity
center, community business center, or neighborhood business center((}—Fhe—€S

designationis—atso—appropriate)) and serve as a transitional designation within certain
potential annexation areas. ((tntheseareas, thecounty-with-utitize-the-memorandum—of

U-169)) U-220 Stand-alone commercial developments legally established outside
designated centers in the unincorporated urban area ((may)) should be
recognized with the ((€©)) Commercial Outside of Center designation
and appropriate commercial zoning, including any identified potential
zoning classification. An action to implement a potential zoning
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classification shall not require ((a-detailed-subarea)) an area zoning and
land use study, if the current ((€E©)) Commercial Outside of Center
designation is to remain unchanged. When ((more—detailed)) subarea
plans are prepared, these developments may be designated as centers
and allowed to grow if appropriate, or may be encouraged to
redevelop consistent with the residential density and design policies of
the Comprehensive Plan.

((U=170)) U-221 The ((€O)) Commercial Outside of Center designation ((may))

should be applied as a transitional designation in Potential Annexation
Areas identified in a signed memorandum of understanding between a
city and the ((c))County for areas with a mix of urban uses and zoning
((in—order)) to facilitate the joint planning effort directed by the
memorandum of understanding. Zoning to implement this transitional
designation should recognize the mix of existing and planned uses. No
zone changes to these properties to allow other nonresidential uses, or
zone changes to allow expansion of existing nonresidential uses onto
other properties, should occur unless or until a subarea plan or area

zoning and land use study ((with-the—city)) is completed in consultation
with the city.

((U-148)) U-222 New commercial and office development shall locate in designated
unincorporated activity centers, community business centers, and

neighborhood business centers, and in areas designated commercial
outside of centers.

((U=147)) U-223 Business((7)) and office park developments should be located in or

adjacent to an unincorporated activity center. They may serve as a
transition between office((7)) and retail areas and residential areas.
They should be designed to take advantage of on-site or nearby
structured parking and((for—bus)) transit service ((and—passenger
facititi houtd—t Kbl ith—t! biecti f hiat
employment-densities)).
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((U-149)) U-224 New facilities and businesses that draw from throughout the
region, such as large retail uses, large public assembly facilities, and
((institutions—of)) higher education institutions should locate in the
Urban Growth Area.

((62))FE. Industrial Development

Maintaining a strong industrial land supply is an important factor in maintaining the
county's economic base and providing family-wage jobs. The following policies assure
that industrial development is supported and is also compatible with adjacent land uses
while providing appropriate services for employees. In addition, King County is
committed to helping return contaminated sites to productive use.

((U=172)) U-225 Within the Urban Growth Area((;—but—outside—unincorporated
activity —centers;)) properties with existing industrial uses shall be

protected.

U-226 The ((c))County ((may)) should use tools such as special district overlays

to identify ((them)) existing industrial uses and address impacts for
property owners and residents of surrounding neighborhoods.

((g=173)) U-227 Industrial development should have direct access from arterials or
freeways. Access points should be combined and limited in number to
allow smooth traffic flow on arterials. Access through residential areas
should be avoided.

((U=174)) U-228 Small amounts of retail and service uses in industrial areas may be
allowed for convenience to employees and users.

((U=175)) U-229 King County, in collaboration with cities and the development

community, should ((create—and—fund-a—process—to)) support clean up

and reclaim polluted industrial areas ((in—order)) to expand the land
available for industrial development.

(%)) G. Mixed-Use Development

Mixed-use development combines higher density residential units with retail or office
uses in the same building or within an integrated development on the same lot. Quality
mixed-use developments can provide convenient shopping and services to both
residents of the development and those who live nearby. They can help to build a
sense of community, as neighboring merchants and residents get to know each other.

(Mixed-use-i o . ; : i
retait—typicatty —occupy—the—first—floor—and—residences—are—upstairs:)) Mixed-use
developments can help meet projected housing needs, promote public health, and
help provide mitigation for climate change by providing opportunities for people to
walk or bicycle to retail shopping and services ((;

] 1

and—vegetables—and—tocatty produced—vatue-added—food—products,such—as—cheese;
meats,—and—preserves)). It provides an opportunity to support ((disadvantaged))
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historically underserved communities by clustering public services. If people can
replace some of their driving trips with walking, biking, or transit, then vehicle miles
traveled will decrease. Further, by placing shopping and services close to where
people live, even if some of the trips are made by ((auto)) vehicle, they will be shorter
than if the uses had been separated.

A food innovation district is an area of food-related activities supportive of healthy,
affordable local food. Food innovation districts may encompass food retail, anchor food
businesses, small food business incubation, food industry education and training,
markets and food hubs, urban agriculture, food programs and partnerships with urban
and rural food growers and cooperatives, and food aggregation and processing.

((U=129)) U-230 King County ((supports)) should allow mixed-use developments in
community and neighborhood business centers, unincorporated
activity centers, and in areas designated commercial outside of centers.

((U-130)) U-231 ((Designfeatures—of-m))Mixed-use developments should ((include

the-following)) be designed to:
a. Integrate((ion—of-the retail-and/or—office)) uses ((and-residential
umts)) within the same buuldmg or ((onthe-sameparcel)) mm
b. ((
accommodate)) Provide retail and office uses on the ground floor;
c. ((Off-street)) Place parking within, behind, or to the side of the

buildings((; or-enclosed-within-buitdings)); and

d. ((Opportunities—to—have)) Provide safe, accessible pedestrian
connections and bicycle facilities ((within-the-development-and-to
adjacentresidential-developments)).

((U=131)) U-232 In a mixed-use development where residential and nonresidential
uses are proposed in separate structures and the residential uses are
proposed to be constructed prior to the nonresidential uses, permitting
and development reviews should be through a process that ensures an
integrated design.

((U=132)) U-233 In a mixed-use development, incentives such as increases in
residential density or floor area ratio should be used to encourage the
inclusion of well-designed and accessible public gathering spaces in
the site design.

((8=132b)) U-234 King County shall allow and support mixed-use food innovation
districts supportive of affordable, healthy local food.

((B:))H. Residential Land Use
(Housima . erbarfamc e King Sorty-occapy Foft

chotces—forcountyresidents:)) The Comprehensive Plan proposes ways to develop

housing densities so that urban land is used more efficiently, homes are more
affordable, more housing choices are available, and densities are adeqguate to support
effective and efficient transit services.

Urban Communities - Page 2-23



1006
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017

1018

1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028

1029
1030
1031
1032
1033
1034
1035
1036

1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

((U=118)) U-235 New residential development in the Urban Growth Area should
occur where facilities and services can be provided at the lowest public
cost and in a timely fashion. The Urban Growth Area ((should-have))
shall include zoning that provides for a variety of housing types, sizes,
and ((prices)) affordability levels, including ((mobile)) manufactured

home parks, ((multifamily-development)) apartments, middle housing,
townhouses, and small-lot((;)) single((-family)) detached residential

development.

((U-181)) U-236 ((Except—for—existingFully €ontained—€Community designations;

n))No new Urban Planned Developments or Fully Contained
Communities shall be designated or approved in King County.

1. Residential Densities

U-119)) U-237 King County shall seek to achieve ((throughfutureptanning-efforts;

over—the—next—ze-yearrmtludmg—coﬂaborahve—eﬂoﬂrmth—cmes)) an
average zoning density of at least eight ((homes)) dwelling units per
acre in the ((Urban-Growth-Area)) urban unincorporated area. ((through

x—of-densiti ' . e tensi |
't ; st bdivisi cth bittl camitvf

U-123)) U-238 King County should apply minimum density requirements to all
unincorporated urban residential zones of four or more ((homes))
dwelling units per acre, except under limited circumstances such as
the:

a. Presence of significant physical constraints such as those noted in
policy U-((120))238, or

b. Implementation of standards applied to a property through a
property-specific development condition((;)) or special district

overlay((; orsubareastudy)).

((U=120)) U-239 King County should apply the urban residential, low land use
designation in limited circumstances ((inunincorporated-urban-areas in
order)) to protect((:)) floodplains, critical aquifer recharge areas, high
function wetlands and unstable slopes from degradation, and the link
these ((environmental-features)) critical areas have to a network of
open space, fish and wildlife habitat, and urban separators. The
residential density for this land ((so-designated)) should be maintained
at one unit per acre, and lands that are sending sites under the Transfer
of Development Rights Program may transfer density at a rate of at
least four units per acre.

((U=121)) U-240 ((New multifamily-housing-should-bebuilt-to)) King County shall
explore zoning regulations and provisions that increase housing

density and affordability that is compatible with the character and scale

((and—design)) of the existing communities((y—orneighborhood)),
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((white—contributing—to—an—area-wide—density—and)) with a focus on

development patterns that support((s)) freguent transut and allow((s))
for a range of housing chou:es («

U-241 King County shall allow for the development of single detached residences
through the splitting of a single residential lot into two residential lots.

£9)) 2. Urban Separators ((and-thefour-to=-OneProgram))

The Countywide Planning Policies call for the ((c))County and cities to implement urban
separators. Different from the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, these are
low-density areas within the Urban Growth Area that create open space corridors,
provide a visual contrast to continuous development, and reinforce the unique identities
of communities.  Urban separators can play a significant role in preserving
((environmentatty)) critical areas and in providing habitat for fish and wildlife. They also
provide recreational benefits, such as parks and trails, and meet the Growth
Management Act's requirement for greenbelts and open space in the Urban Growth
Area. Urban Separators are ((mapped-onthetanddse2668-map-in)) designated in the
Countywide Planning Policies and are shown in the Land Use Map at the end of Chapter
1, Regional Growth Management Planning.

((U=182)) U-242 Urban separators ((are—corridors—of-tand-that-define community-or
icinal identiti H tari ide-visuakl ks in-tt f

Iandscape—andﬁﬁ—parks—and—opentpatewﬁhm—and—oﬂs:defhe—ﬂrban
Growth-Area-—These—urban—corridors)) should include and link parks
and other lands that contain significant ((environmentallysensitive
features)) critical areas, provide fish and wildlife habitat or critical
resource protection, contain defining physical features, or contain
historic resources. The residential density for ((land-so—designated))
urban separators should be maintained at one unit per acre, and lands
that are sending sites under the Transfer of Development Rights
Program may transfer density at a rate of at least four units per acre.

((U=183)) U-243 King County should ((actively pursue-designatingurban-separators
in—the—unincorporated-area—and)) work with the cities to establish and

maintain permanent urban separators within the incorporated area that
link with and enhance King County's urban separator corridors.

((U=184)) U-244 Designated urban separators should be preserved through park,
trail, and open space acquisitions; incentive programs such as the
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Transfer of Development Rights Program; the Public Benefit Rating
System Program; and ((regulatory measures)) regulations.

((’) NA: m B
Z. IVIIIIIIIIUIIIUC‘IIDILY

. . ) yn g : Fg ) ; .

3. Increases of Zoning Density
(Whitek . e .

White King County supports higher densities fm unincorporatect urban areas .:.EF.ESE:
impacts—on—roads,—services—and—the—environment—are—discouraged:)) The following

policies will guide decisions on application of densities and proposed rezones.

((U=124)) U-245 Requests for increases in density of unincorporated urban
residential property zoned for one dwelling unit per acre shall be
considered unless the property meets the criteria for low land use
designation ((in)) as set forth in Policy U-((126))238.

((U=125)) U-246 King County should only support proposed zoning ((changes))
reclassifications to increase density within the urban unincorporated

((urban)) area when consistent with the ((King-€ounty-€Comprehensive

Plan)) Land Use Map and when the following conditions are ((present))

met:

a. ((FThedevelopmentwillbe)) The proposed zoning reclassification is
compatible with the character and scale of the surrounding
neighborhood;

b. ((Urban—p))Public facilities and services are adequate((;)) and
consistent with adopted levels of service and meet ((Growth

Management—Act)) concurrency requirements((;—including—King
Countytransportation-concurrency standards

.
'l

c. The proposed ((

)) zoning reclassification will
cause ho net loss to critical areas; ((or))

d. The proposed zoning classification will not increase unmitigated
((adverse)) displacement impacts ((on)) to residents or businesses,
either on or adjacent to the site ((or-in-the-vicinity of the proposed
development));

((dh)) e. The proposed ((density—increase—will—be)) zoning

reclassification is consistent with or contributes to achieving the

goals and policies of ((this)) the ((c))Comprehensive ((p))Plan((;and
subarea—plan—orsubareastudy—ifapplnabie—or))l

((t))The ((development)) proposed zoning reclassification is within

((walking-distance)) one-quarter mile of transit corridors or transit

activity centers((e)) and retail and commercial activities, and is

accessible to parks and ((other)) recreation opportunities; and

((e?)) 9. An ((equity—impact)) analysis has been completed that
identifies all potential equity impacts and displacement risk to
residents or businesses located on or adjacent to the site proposed
for zoning reclassification:

1. For ((area—zoning-or)) zoning reclassifications initiated by the
County, the analysis shall include, at a minimum, ((use—of-the
eounty-rEqmty-h'npact-Remw-tooi)) an equity impact review.

2. For zoning reclassifications not initiated by the County, a
community meeting shall be held that meets the requirements
of ((1-€-€:)) King County Code 20.20.035 prior to submittal of
the application. Notice of the community meeting should be
provided, at a minimum, in the top six languages other than

e
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English ((identified-by-the ti fimited-Engflist fici
=ngisa intaimed-bv—t (i ¢ i " iabiusti
and-the—county-demographer)) spoken in that community. As

part of the zoning reclassification application, the applicant

shall provide a summary of the feedback provided at the
community meeting and a description of how that feedback

was incorporated into the proposal.

((U=126)) U-247 King County, when evaluating rezone requests, shall consult with
the city whose Potential Annexation Area includes the property under
review; if a pre-annexation agreement exists, King County shall work
with the city to ensure compatibility with the city’s pre-annexation
zoning for the area. King County shall also notify special purpose
districts and local providers of urban utility services and should work
with these service providers on issues raised by the proposal.

U-127)) U-248 King County shall not support requests for residential density
increases or conversion of non-residential property to residential uses
on lands located within the outer boundaries of the Federal Aviation
Administration approved Noise Mitigation Boundary as identified by
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport and King County International
Airport.

57)) 4. Urban Residential Neighborhood Design and
Infill/Redevelopment

(King—Countyunincorporated—u))Urban unincorporated areas should be designed so

that residents enjoy them both for their unique character and for the amenities they
provide. These areas, through ((focat)) subarea planning processes and permitting and
design standards, should support development that is of the same quality as adjacent
cities.

The high level of amenities and development include outdoor spaces that are usable,
attractive, comfortable, and enjoyable. The design of urban streets, including features
such as parking strips, street trees, alleys, and off-street parking all contribute to the
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character of urban neighborhoods. Careful site planning can incorporate
neighborhood features, contribute to aesthetic value, minimize site disturbance,
conserve energy, reduce urban heat, and, in some cases, reduce development costs.
Neighborhood shopping, grocery stores with fresh fruits and vegetables, libraries,

larger parks, and schools ((and-publicgotfcourses)) are examples of uses that provide

amenities for nearby residents.

Small retail establishments integrated into residential development ((fesg=)) such as a
laundromat ((})) can provide convenient serwces and help residents reduce
((au‘tomtrbﬂve)) vehicle trlps ((Urk s—tha =sting—and-safe-forpedestrians

VI . | o .
ana uu,yuww, and—that pluwuc Many —necessary services crose to resmaenttal

U-133)) U-249 King County shall encourage((s)) affordable, innovative, quality

infill development and redevelopment in existing unincorporated

urban areas that considers the size and scale of existing buildings and

improves the overall character of existing communities. A variety of

regulatory, incentive, and program strategies ((could)) should be

considered, including:

a. Special development standards for infill sites;

b. Assembly and resale of sites to providers of affordable and healthy
housing;

c. ((Impactmitigationfeestructuresthatfavorinfil-developments;

d:)) Greater regulatory flexibility in allowing standards to be met using
innovative techniques;

((ez)) d. Coordination with incentive programs of cities affiliated to
annex the area;

((f)) e. Green ((B))building techniques that create sustainable
development; and

((g-) f. Joint public/private loan guarantee pools.

((U-134)) U-250 Single((-family)) detached ((homes)) residences, accessory dwelling
units, townhomes, duplexes, and ((apartments)) houseplexes shall be
allowed in all urban residential zones((; provided-that:
a—Apartmentsshalinotbe-a-in-the R-1zone-unless 50%or more-of the

it . talt trained: 4
b-—Apartments—inR-1, R-4; R-6—andR-8—shall not-bedevelopedat
fensities £48 unit inth tbuildabi ).

((U=135)) U-251 Urban residential neighborhood design should preserve historic
structures, natural features, and neighborhood identity, while
accommodating housing affordable to all income levels and providing
privacy, community space, and safety and mobility for pedestrians and
bicyclists of all ages and abilities.

((U=136)) U-252 Site planning tools, such as clustering, shall be ((permitted—in
order)) allowed to ((allow)) accommodate preservation or utilization of
unique natural features or critical areas within a development.

U-138)) U-253 Residential developments should provide a variety of housing

types and lot patterns through ((lot—clustering;)) flexible setback
requirements and mixed attached and detached housing.
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((U=139)) U-254 Nonresidential uses, such as schools, religious facilities, libraries,
and small-scale retail and personal services, should be integrated into
urban residential neighborhoods to support compact and walkable

communities ((to——create—viable—neighborhoods—with—reduced
dependence—on—the—automobile)). These uses should be sited,

designed, and scaled to be compatible with existing residential
character and should provide convenient and safe walking and
bicycling connections to neighboring residences.

((U-139a)) U-255 King County shall support ((policy—and—system—changes

that)) increased access to affordable, healthy foods ((in

neighborhoods)).

((U=139b)) U-256 King County should allow the creation of local
improvement districts, where required to carry out important public
functions that are not otherwise able to be carried out by existing local
governments.

(« . . . . L. . , .
e .. . 9 Y'S 9 )
. . .95 TCTETTH . . s
. 9 "y e Muttifam 9

U-140)) U-257 ((Multifamily residential)) Multiunit and mixed-use development
should provide common and private open space; variation in facades
and other building design features that may include varying window
treatments, building colors, and materials; and light fixtures that will
give a residential scale and identity to ((multifamily)) multiunit
development.

5—Commerciat)) . Site Improvement Standards
and Public Services

(« : : : . :
e fottowing poficy governs KingCounty fand-use regutations and functionat ptans
et —conta SRS #5:5:5 ortheTTeview ot Tproposedrezones ana
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1343  UY-171))U-258 The design and construction quality of development in

1344 unincorporated urban areas should meet or exceed the quality in the
1345 area’s designated annexation city. Residential, ((€))commercial, retail,
1346 and industrial developments in the unincorporated urban area should
1347 foster community, create enjoyable outdoor areas, and balance needs
1348 of ((automobile)) vehicle movement with pedestrian and bicycle
1349 mobility and safety. ((Eommercial-and-industrial-d))Developments shall
1350 provide the following improvements:

1351 a. Paved streets and alleys;

1352 b. Sidewalks and internal walkways for all ages and abilities and
1353 bicycle facilities ((incommercial-and-retail-areas));

1354 c. Adequate parking for employees, business patrons, and ((business
1355 users)) residents;

1356 d. Safe and comfortable access to transit centers and frequent transit
1357 corridors;

1358 e. Landscaping along or within streets, sidewalks, and parking areas
1359 to provide an attractive appearance;

1360 f. Street lighting and street trees;

1361 ((es)) @. Adequate stormwater control, including curbs, gutters, and
1362 stormwater ((retention)) facilities;

1363 ((£)) h. Public water supply;

1364 ((g:)) i. Public sewers;

1365 ((h?)) j. Controlled traffic access to arterials and intersections; and
1366 (i) k. Where appropriate, ((in—commercial—areas;)) common
1367 facilities, such as shared streets, walkways, and waste disposal and
1 gég recycling, with appropriate levels of landscaping.

136

1370

1371

1372

1373

1374

1375

1376

1377

1378

1379

1380

1381

1382

1383

1384

1385

1386

1387

1388

1389

1390

1391

1392

1393

1394

1395 U-143)) U-259 Common facilities with appropriate levels of landscaping, such as
1396 recreation space, internal walkways ((that-provide-convenient-and-safe
1397 inter—and-intra-connectivity)), roads, parking (including secure bicycle
1398 parking), and solid waste and recycling areas, ((with-appropriate-levels
1399 of —landscaping should be included in ((multifamily)) multiunit
1400 developments. Common ((A))areas ((of-multifamily-buildings-that-are
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open-to-thepublic)) (such as common hallways and elevators) shall be
smoke-free and vapor-product free to the extent allowed by state and
local regulations to avoid exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke and
emissions from electronic smoking and vaping devices.

U-144)) U-260 New residential developments should provide recreation space,
community facilities, and neighborhood circulation for pedestrians

and bicyclists access to transit where they exist or are planned.
Recreation space shall be on-site and based on the size of the

development((s—shall-be—provided—on—site)), except that in limited

cases, fee payments for local ((tevel)) park and outdoor recreation
needs may be accepted by King County.

U-146)) U-261 Recreation spaces located in residential developments in the Urban
Area should include amenities such as children’s play areas, play
equipment, open grassy areas, barbecues, benches, bicycle racks,
trails, and picnic tables.

(| | | H [ 11 ) ) L H |
arru—Taima—usT UTLIcTUTT TTTaRITTy, —ds Wl ds tre—estaotrstmment UI CUNMTPTETIETISIVE alTd
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|. Introduction

(= Growth Mdndgcmcllt Act Goats; Hements; and
Requirerments))

The "Rural Area History and Character," "Rural Area Geography," "Rural Densities and
Development," and "Rural Commercial centers" ((S))sections ((tthrough—V)) of this
chapter satisfy the Growth Management Act's mandatory rural element by designating
Rural Area lands ((imorder)) to limit development and prevent sprawl, by permitting
land uses that are supportive of and compatible with the rural character established in
the King County Countywide Planning Policies, and by providing for a variety of rural
densities. These sections also satisfy the mandatory land use element by indicating the
population densities that are appropriate for the Rural Area. The policies in these
sections also encourage natural resource-based industries and uses in the Rural Area as
required by the Growth Management Act.

The "Natural Resource Lands ((S))sectlon (W) of this chapter satlsfles ((GTOW‘H‘T

the Rewsed Code of Washlngton 36. 7OA17O requirement to de5|gnate Natural
Resource Lands; and the Revised Code of Washington 36.70A.080 optional
conservation element by conserving Natural Resource Lands.

Preserving rural King County plays a key role in ensuring a continuing variety of
landscapes, maintaining the diverse communities that often portray the county's rural
(tegacy)) history and character, and supporting the evolving rural economic
opportunities for the county and its residents. The rural landscape is characterized by
extensive forests and farm lands, free-flowing rivers and streams that provide
high-quality habitat for fish and wildlife, and a mixture of housing types along with small
commercial enterprises and business hubs. The Rural Area((s)) and rural-based
economies contribute to the range of choices and enhance the quality of life ((of)) for all

county residents. ((Fhe-GrowthManagement-Act-and-the King-County -StrategicPtan
. : ‘ . ‘

1 1

communities:)) King County is committed to sustaining rural economic clusters and
rural character.

Traditional rural economic activities have evolved over the decades as residents have
responded to changing markets and the expansion of urban areas. Large-scale,
commercial forestry and mining have been and continue to be the traditional land uses
in the eastern half of King County. Farming continues in the prime soils found in the
river valleys and on the Enumclaw Plateau. Although certain historically prevalent types
of agriculture such as hops farming have disappeared, and the number of dairy farms
has declined, today's farmers are exploring new crops, value-added products, and
creative direct marketing. County residents raise livestock, such as poultry, cattle,
sheep, ((Hamas,atpacas,and-buffato)), hogs, and goats. Equestrian activities, including
breeding, training, boarding, and recreation, have become a more significant part of
the rural economy. The types of businesses now locating in the Rural Towns and Rural
Neighborhood Commercial Centers and those being developed as home-based
businesses have also responded to these changes in the county, and in the commercial
market((-))place.

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-2
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Conserving the Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands in King County is integral to
providing diversity in lifestyle choices; sustaining farming((;Hivestock;)) and forestry
economies; protecting environmental quality and wildlife habitat; providing recreation
opportunities; and maintaining a link to the county’s resource-based heritage.

2 n A | M
9. NUTdlI ATTSa dllld \_,UIIIIIIUIIILICb))

Throughout this chapter and elsewhere the Comprehensive Plan, references are made
to the "Rural Area" and to "Natural Resource Lands." This terminology aligns with two of
the three geographies delineated in the Growth Management Act: the Urban Growth
Area, the Rural Area, and Natural Resource Lands.

e The "Rural Area" (capitalized) is a geography that includes the Rural Area (ra) land
use designation and Rural Area (RA) zoning classifications. The Rural Area
geography also includes other zoning classifications and land use designations on
properties that are also located outside of the Urban Growth Area and Natural
Resource lands, such as Rural Towns and Rural Neighborhood Commercial
Centers.

e |f only the Rural Area land use designation (ra) or Rural Area zoning (RA) are meant,
the words "land use designation" or "zone" (or equivalent term) will be included,

respectively.

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-3
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e "Natural Resource Lands" (capitalized) are a separate geography from the Rural
Area and include lands of long-term commercial significance that are required to be
designated and protected under the Growth Management Act, such as Agricultural
Production Districts, Forest Production Districts, and Mineral lands.

e There are also other, non-designated resource lands (lower-case) that are not of
long-term commercial significance that occur in the Rural Area geography.

e The term "rural" (lower-case), such as in "rural character" or "rural history," can apply
to both the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands geographies.

Refer to the Glossary for more information about how these terms are used in the
Comprehensive Plan.

((Understanding—and—))Conserving the unique characteristics of the Rural Area and
((eachofthecounty'sdistinct rarat-communitfes)) Natural Resource Lands will help King

County retain its rural character and ((it's)) its agricultural, forestry, and mining heritage.

King County’s Rural Area, including communities such as the Hobart Plateau, Vashon-
Maury Island, the Snoqualmie Valley, and the Enumclaw Plateau, ((are)) is characterized
by low density residential development, farms, ranches, forests, watersheds crucial for
both fisheries and flood hazard management, mining areas, ((smatt—citlesand-towns;))
historic sites and buildings, archaeological sites, and regionally important recreation
areas. These rural uses complement and support the more extensive resource uses in
the ((designated)) Natural Resource Lands. The location of the Rural Area between the
Urban Growth Area and the ((designated)) Natural Resource Lands helps to protect
commercial agriculture and timber from incompatible uses.

Designation and conservation of the Rural Area supports and sustains rural communities
and rural character as valued parts of King County’s diversity. It also provides choices in
living environments; maintains a link to King County’'s heritage; allows farming((;
tivestock—uses;)) and forestry to continue; and helps protect environmental quality and

((sensitive—resources)) critical areas, such as groundwater recharge areas and
watersheds crucial for both fisheries and flood hazard management. Rural King County
also acts to enhance urban areas by providing ((@safeandretiabtetocal-food-—source;))
nearby open spaces and parks for a variety of recreation and tourism opportunities,
((and)) as well as educational opportunities to explore current and ((historic)) historical
agricultural and forestry practices.

A n | |
=. NESUUTLT I_dllub))

The growing, ((harvest)) harvesting, extraction, processing, and use of products from
((the)) Natural Resource Lands play an important role in King County's economy by
providing jobs and products for local use and export. Agricultural and forest lands also
provide scenic views, links to King County’s cultural heritage, and environmental
benefits such as wildlife habitat, improvements in air and water quality, food security, a
climate-resilient ecosystem, and carbon sequestration. In large measure, King County's
quality of life is dependent upon the thoughtful planning and sound management of
these lands to ensure their long-term conservation and productive use.
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. ((Rorat—#Area)) Rural History and

Character

A. Rural ((kegacy)) History and Communities

King County's rural ((tegacy)) history and character is found in ((therich-historyof)) its
rural communities ((@and—continuestoday)), in the preservation of the county's historic,

cultural, ecological, and archaeological sites, and ((to)) in its rich and varied forestry,
agricultural, and mining heritage. ((fhe)) Development of railroads played a significant
role in the ((historic)) historical growth and development of the county((;itstegacy)) that
is still seen in tourism opportunities in the Cities in the Rural Area such as Skykomish and
Snoqualmie. Historic barns and farmhouses are found throughout the agricultural areas
of the county. A few commercial-scale ((tumber)) saw-mills influenced the development

of commumtles such as ((the—RuTaJ—GcmmTeTti‘aJ—Neng-l‘rborhood—eenter—oﬂ) in Preston,

)) which was active from 1896 to

1990 and is now preserved as part of Preston Mill Park.

R-101 King County ((will)) shall continue to preserve and sustain its rural
((tegacy)) history, character, and communities through programs and
partnerships that support, preserve, and sustain its historic, cultural,
ecological, agricultural, forestry, and mining heritage through
collaboration with Indian tribes, local and regional preservation and
heritage programs, community groups, rural residents, and business
owners |nclud|ng forest and farm owners, ((rural-communities;,towns;
and-——¢))Cities in the Rural Area, and other interested ((stakeholders))

parties.

B. Rural Character

raratcharacter:)) King County is committed to protecting rural character and recognizes
that each of its rural communities has distinct and unique characteristics. These
communities vary depending on settlement and economic history, geography, and
distance from the urbanizing areas of the region. For example, residents of Vashon-

Maury Island, accessible ((onty)) mainly by ferry((;seaor=air)), enjoy an island((*steisurety
and-scenic)) lifestyle with marine recreational activities. Residents of the hilly gorge

region around Black Diamond enjoy numerous recreational opportunities. There are
small communities throughout rural King County, such as Hobart and Cumberland, each
Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-5
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with its own unique history and lifestyle. Other communities with rich rural heritages,
such as Old Maple Valley, are in transition as development of land in and adjacent to the
areas is occurring. In the Snoqualmie Valley, farming is still the mainstay, while further
east, the Town of Skykomish has a significant railroad and forestry history.

Population growth in Puget Sound communltles affects rural character everywhere in
the region. ((Ki

However,—w))With regional growth both the rural economy and the rural population are
changing, as are the expectations of some rural residents for ((c))County services. Some
residents are more accustomed to independent lifestyles focused around resource uses
such as farming((7—dairying,—keeping—oftivestock;)) or forestry. Other residents and
visitors can be surprised by the sights, sounds, and smells associated with rural living;
and can be accustomed to higher levels of service and facilities than are traditionally
provided in the Rural Area. One of the challenges facing the ((c))County is to provide
for a dlver3|ty of ||festy|e chomes Whl|e prowdmg publlc services at rural Ievels (Asthe

lll. Rural Area ((Besignation)) Geography
A.((Rurat-AreaDestgnation—Criteria)) Designation of

the Rural Area Geography

The Rural Area ((designation)) in King County represents the multi-use nature of rural
lands, including working farms and forests, livestock uses, home-based businesses and
housing. The sustainability and enhancement of these areas and their underlying
economic health is critical to the range of lifestyle choices available in King County. It is
a fundamental objective of the King County Comprehensive Plan to maintain the
character of its designated Rural Area. The Growth Management Act specifies that the
rural element of comprehensive plans include measures that apply to rural
development and protect the rural character of the area (Revised Code of Washington
36.70A.070. The Growth Management Act defines rural character as it relates to land
use and development patterns (Revised Code of Washington 36.70A.030). Rural
development can consist of a variety of uses that are consistent with the preservation of
rural character and the requirements of the rural element. In order to implement the
Growth Management Act, it is necessary to define the development patterns that are
considered rural, historical, or traditional and do not encourage urban growth or create
pressure for urban facilities and service.

The criteria set forth in this section were used to draw the boundaries of the Rural Area
designated by this plan.
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265 R-201 ((ft-is-a-fundamental-objectiveof the King-€ounty-Comprehensive Plan

266 to-maintain—the characterof-its designated Rural-Area.—The—Growth
267 Management-Act-specifies-the rural-element-of comprehensive plans
268 include measures-that-apply torural-development-andprotect-therural
269 characterof the-area(Revised-Code-of Washington-36:706A:6706(5)-—The
270 Growth-Management-Act-definesrural-character-as-itrelates totand-use
271 and—development—patterns—(Revised—€ode—of —Washington
272 36:70A-036(15)—Thisdefinition—can—be found-in—the—Glossary of-this
273 Plan:)}—Rural-developmentcan—consist-of a—variety of uses—that-are
274 consistent—with—the—preservation—of —rural—character —and—the
275 requirements—of-the rural-element—In—orderto—implementGrowth
276 Management-Act,it-is necessarytodefine-the developmentpatterns
277 that-areconsideredrural,historical-or-traditional-and-donot-encourage
278 urban—growth—or—create—pressure—for—urban—facilities—and—service:
279

280 Therefore;)) King County’s land use regulations and development
281 standards shall protect and enhance the following attributes associated
282 with rural character and the Rural Area:

283 a. The natural environment, particularly as evidenced by the health of
284 wildlife and fisheries (especially salmon and trout), aquifers used
285 for potable water, surface water bodies including Puget Sound and
286 natural drainage systems and their riparian ((corridors)) areas;

287 b. Commercial and noncommercial farming, forestry, fisheries,
288 mining, home((=)).occupations, and home industries;

289 c. Historic resources, historical character, and continuity important to
290 local communities, as well as archaeological and cultural sites
291 important to Indian tribes;

292 d. Community small-town atmosphere, safety, and locally((-))-owned
293 small businesses;

294 e. Economically and fiscally healthy Rural Towns and Rural
295 Neighborhood Commercial Centers with clearly defined identities
296 compatible with adjacent rural, agricultural, forestry, and mining
297 uses;

298 f. Regionally significant parks, trails, and open space for all King
299 County residents;

300 g. A variety of low-density housing choices compatible with adjacent
301 farming, forestry, and mining and not needing urban facilities and
302 services;

303 h. Traditional rural land uses of a size and scale that blend with
304 ((historic)) historical rural development; and

305 i. Rural uses that do not ((include)) primarily ((urban-serving
306 facilities)) serve the urban area.

307

308 R-202 The Rural Area geography shown on the ((King-€County-€Comprehensive
309 Plan)) Land Use Map shall include areas that are rural in character and
310 ((meetonevrmor&offheﬂbmng—aﬂena)) that:

311 Have ((©))opportunities ((exist)) for significant commercial or
312 noncommercial farming and forestry (large-scale farms and forest
313 lands are designated as Natural Resource Lands);

314 b. ((Fhe—area—wilth))Help buffer nearby Natural Resource Lands from
315 conflicting urban uses;

316 c. ((Fhe—area—is)) Are contiguous to other lands in the Rural Area,
317 Natural Resource Lands, or large, predominantly
318 ((environmentally)) critical areas;

319 d. ((FThere—are)) Have major physical barriers to providing urban
320 services at reasonable cost, or ((such—areas)) that will help foster
321 more logical boundaries for urban public services and
322 infrastructure;
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e. ((The-areadis)) Are not needed for the foreseeable future that is well
beyond the 20-year forecast period to provide capacity for
population or employment growth;

f. ((Theareahas)) Have outstanding scenic, historic, environmental,
resource, or aesthetic values that can best be protected by a rural
designation; or

g. Have ((S))significant ((environmental-constraints)) critical areas that
make the area generally unsuitable for intensive urban
development.

The Rural Area geography is generally located east of the Urban Growth Area, with the
exception of the entirety of Vashon-Maury Island. Within the Rural Area, three land use
categories are primarily applied:

® Rural Area (encompassing the Rural Area-2.5, Rural Area-5, Rural Area-10, and Rural
Area-20 zones), allowing a range of low-density residential developments, forestry,
farming, livestock uses, recreation, and a range of traditional rural uses;

Rural Town, recognizing historical settlement patterns and allowing commercial
uses to serve rural residents; and

Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, allowing small-scale convenience
services for nearby rural residents.

R-203 ((King—€ounty's)) The Rural Area geography is considered to be
permanent and shall not be redesignated to ((an)) be in the Urban

Growth Area ((until reviewed-pursuantto)) except when consistent with
the Growth Management Act (Revised Code of Washington

36.70A.130((3)))). ((and)) the Countywide Planning Policies, and the
Comprehensive Plan.

B. Forestry and Agriculture in the Rural ((Kirg
County)) Area Geography

Although most of King County’'s agriculture and timber lands are within designated
Agricultural and Forest Production Districts, there is a significant land base for
agriculture and forestry in the Rural Area. King County has ((studted-thistandbase;has))
mapped agricultural use((;)) and ((has)) identified rural forest areas where forestry will be
enhanced and protected. Efforts to conserve ((the)) forest((;)) and farm((;andivestock))
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uses are important and include training, technical assistance, and incentive programs

such as the Transfer of Development Rights Program ((faspresented-nSectiortt))).

R-204 Farming and forestry are vital to the preservation of rural King County
and should be encouraged throughout the Rural Area. King County
should encourage ((theretention—ofexisting—and—establishment—of
new)) rural resource-based uses, with appropriate site management
that protects habitat resources. King County’s regulation of ((farming;
keeping-oflivestock;)) agriculture and forestry in the Rural Area should
be consistent with these guiding principles:

a. Homeowner covenants for new subdivisions and short subdivisions
in the Rural Area should not restrict farming and forestry;

b. Development regulations for resource-based activities should be
tailored to support the resource use and its level of impact;

c. Agricultural and silvicultural management practices should not be
construed as public nuisances when carried on in compliance with
applicable regulations, even though they may impact nearby
residences; and

d. County environmental standards for forestry and agriculture should
protect environmental quality, especially in relation to water and
fisheries resources, while encouraging forestry and farming.

R-205 Uses related to and appropriate for the Rural Area include those
relating to agriculture, forestry, mineral extraction, and fisheries, such
as the raising of livestock, growing of crops, ((creating)) creation of
value-added products, and sale of agricultural products; small-scale

((cottage)) home occupations and home industries; and recreational
and small-scale tourism uses that rely on a rural location.

) Throughout the Rural Area
King County encourages small -scale forestry and land stewardship through a variety of
((fanmd—owner—incentive)) landowner-focused and community -based programs. ((that))

These programs provide technical assistance and information to promote forest
stewardship that:

a. ((Promoteforeststewardship-through-education-and-technicatassistance-programs;
o S orsio-E o 5 P

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-9




431
432
433

434
435

436
437

438

439
440
441

442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

practices;)) Improves forest health and climate resiliency, reduces wildfire risk,
controls stormwater runoff, and improves wildlife habitat; and
((g7)) b. ((Provide—education—and—assistance—in—the—controt—of)) Controls noxious and

invasive weeds, ((incltoding—information—on)) through methods such as integrated
pest management and protec‘mon of pollmators((—m—accordante—vmh—the—best

The ((c))County encourages forest stewardship planning and active forest management
as a means of reducing conversion of forestland to other uses, improving forest health
and climate resiliency, increasing rural economic prosperity, increasing potential to
sequester and store carbon, and reducing risks from wildfire. Hundreds of landowners
have written forest stewardship plans and have enrolled in current use taxation

programs, ((demonstrating)) which demonstrates a commitment to private forest
management.

forest—stewardship—ptans—However—t})The small size of most rural forest properties
presents ((another)) an obstacle to implementation of private forest stewardship plans.
Because the volume of timber harvested at any one time is usually small, it is difficult for
landowners to find forestry services or log buyers. Many contractors do not consider
small sites to be forestland with potential management opportunities, and they have not
developed the tools and skills to work with small sites. There is untapped potential for
work to be done by the private sector on small private forestlands. Outreach to forestry
consultants and labor contractors concerning the potential small lot forest market is
needed. Continuing forestry technical assistance and cost share to landowners, who
otherwise are unlikely to pursue management activities, will encourage active forest
stewardship and rural economic development.

King County continues to explore ways to facilitate the harvest, utilization, and
marketing of wood products grown in the Rural Area.

R-206 ((The)) King County shall prioritize conservation of forest land and
forestry throughout the Rural Area ((shall-remain—a—priorityforKing
€ounty)). Landowner property tax incentives, technical assistance,
permit assistance, regulatory actions, and community-based education
shall be used throughout the Rural Area to sustain the forest land base
and forestry activities. King County should ensure that its regulations,
permitting processes, and incentive programs facilitate and encourage
active forest management and implementation of forest stewardship
plans.

((Fhe—ForestryProgram—wilt)) King County continues to evaluate additional ways to
conserve rural forest lands and encourage forestry. For example, King County's Land

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-10
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Conservation Initiative is a regional collaboration between King County, cities,
businesspeople, farmers, environmental partners, and others to conserve the last, most
important natural lands and urban green spaces in King County between 2016 and
2050. It calls for a series of accelerated actions to address rapidly shrinking open spaces
and climbing land prices, which is estimated to save $15 billion over what it would take
under the previous land conservation trajectory and will protect many of these lands
before they are lost. The initiative has identified approximately 20,000 acres of
forestland that are high priorities for conservation, either through easement or fee title
acquisition, or throuqh one of the Current Use Taxation programs. ((tmaddition,King

= ked)) King County will work

in partnersh|p with otherJurlsdlctlons and ((stakehotder—gftrmss)) community partners to
match high priority sites with funding sources for permanent conservation.

King County owns and manages approximately ((26;668)) 30,000 acres of forestland. Of
this, ((3;850)) 4300 acres (14 percent 1 are de5|gnated as worklng forests((—'Fa*ytOT

properties:)) In support of the qoals outlined in the Stratecnc Cllmate Actlon Plan, the

County is accelerating development and implementation of forest stewardship plans for
County-owned forestland to improve forest health, enhance climate resilience, reduce
wildfire risk, and increase potential to sequester carbon. The ((c))County has also
conserved more than 142,000 acres of forested properties by purchasing ((the))
development rights and over 230,000 acres of privately-owned forestland through the

Current Use Taxatlon programs. ((thesepropertiesremain-ineitherprivate ownership

Although economic incentive programs and technical assistance are avallable to all
property owners of forestland in the Rural Area ((i i =
forestry)), special efforts to maintain forest cover and the practice of sustainable forestry
are warranted where there are opportunities to sustain large, contiguous blocks of rural
forest adjacent to or in close proximity of the Forest Production District. The
Agricultural and Forest Lands map identifies such areas as Rural Forest Focus Areas and
notes the locations and boundaries of each focus area.

R-207 King County shall designate Rural Forest Focus Areas ((are-identified
geographic-areas)) where special efforts are necessary and feasible to
maintain forest cover and the practice of sustainable forestry. King
County shall continue to target funding, when available, ((new))
economic incentive programs, regulatory actions, fee and easement
acquisition strategies, and ((additional)) technical assistance to the
Rural Forest Focus Areas. Strategies specific to each Rural Forest Focus
Area ((shall)) should be developed, employing the combination of
incentive and technical assistance programs best suited to each focus
area.

R-208 King County should maintain ((The)) Rural Forest Focus Areas ((should
bemaintained)) in parcels of 20 acres or more, ((in—order)) to retain
large, contiguous blocks of rural forest. Regulations and/or incentives
should seek to achieve a maximum density of one home per 20 acres.

2. Farming
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active—agricutture,much—ofit-in—tivestockproduction:)) The King County Local Food

Initiative is a strategy that aims to build a stronger farm-to-plate pipeline by setting
targets and connecting local farms to consumers, increase access to healthy and
affordable foods in underinvested areas, support farmers and protect farmland, and
create a sustainable food system that is more resilient to the effects of climate change.
King County has a long history of conserving and sustaining farmland both within and
outside of Agricultural Production Districts and continues to adapt strategies in
expanding the County's local food economy to ensure job growth, economic viability,
and climate resiliency for King County food businesses and farms. Although most active
farmland in King County is found within Agricultural Production Districts, approximately
40 percent of the County’s farmland is located in the Rural Area.

R-209 King County should develop incentives to encourage agricultural
activities ((in—theremaining)) on prime farmlands located outside the
Agricultural Production District. These incentives could include tax
credits, expedited permit review, reduced permit fees, permit
exemptions for activities complying with best management practices
such as regenerative agriculture, assistance with agricultural waste

management, or similar programs.

R-210 King County shall support((s)) the raising and management of livestock
and the production of related value-added products. The management
of livestock and the lands and structures supporting the raising of
livestock((;)) should be consistent with industry best management

IV. Rural Densities and Development

A. Rural Growth Forecast

The Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands are restricted from accommodating large
amounts of growth, but low- den5|ty re3|dent|a| development and other trad|t|ona| rural
uses are aIIowed =—Gre ' '
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. ) . 2019- . )
gnchanged:))

Rural growth is projected as a part of King County's countywide population projection
and growth target allocation process. While the Rural Area is not assigned a growth
target, the Puget Sound Regional Council's VISION 2050 Regional Growth Strategy
shares are used to project growth in the Rural Area and Natural Resource lLands.
Approximately 4,200 additional housing units during the period 2019 to 2044 are
assumed in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands.

S ~ar-since ~twree STC )) Between 2010 and
2020, the Rural Area(( )) and Natural Resource Lands grew by about ((4,668)) 500
housmg units to a total of pproxmately 49 OOO and a Dooulatlon of about 128,000.

cecades:)) At the current rate of qrowth the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands will
continue to have undeveloped lots through the 20-year planning period.

R-301 King County shall use all appropriate tools at its disposal to limit

growth in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, such as land use
designations, development regulations, level of service standards, and

incentives, to:

a. Retain ((A)) a low growth rate ((is—desirablefor-theRural-Area—;
includi Rural—T I Rural—Neighborhood—C al
Centers; to0));

b. ((c))Comply with the State Growth Management Act((;));

c. ((continue—preventing)) Prevent sprawl, the conversion of rural

land, and the overburdening of rural services((;));
d. ((r))Reduce the need for capital expenditures for rural roads((;)):
e_ ((m))Maintain rural character((;));
f. _ ((p))Protect the environment; and
g_((r))Reduce ((transportation-related)) greenhouse gas emissions.
((AH-possible-tools-may beused-to-limit growth-in-the Rural-Area:
Appropriate—tools—include—land—use—designations;,—development
ationstevel-of . tard b ives:))

B. Residential Densities

The low-density residential living choices available in the Rural Area provide an
important part of the variety of housing options for King County residents. The
residential land use policies in this section, together with their implementing
regulations, strike a balance between making rural housing available to those who
desire a rural way of life and keeping densities and the number of housing units low
enough so they can be supported by a rural level of public facilities and services, be
compatible with nearby ((commerciat-and—roncommrerciat)) farming and forestry, and
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prevent or significantly reduce adverse impacts of development on the natural
environment.

R-302 Residential development in the Rural Area should only occur ((as
follows)):

a. In Rural Towns at a variety of densities and housing types as
services and infrastructure allow, compatible with ((maintenance))
protection of historic resources and community character; ((and))

b. In rural neighborhood commercial centers at low or middle

densities that support housing co-located with commercial
development, compatible with rural character and service levels;

and

Outside Rural Towns and rural neighborhood commercial centers
at low densities compatible with traditional rural character and
uses((;)): farming, forestry, and mining; and rural service levels.

((Fheuseoffandand-thedensity of devetopment{measured-as-the mumberof homesor
otherstructuresper-acreorper-square miteoftand)are)) Residential densities are a key
determinant((s)) and contributor((s)) to the character of the Rural Area((asdescribed
aboverSectiomA—Atthoughhuman-setttement-of King-County’s)). Although the Rural
Area has a wide variety of uses and densities, ((boththetistoricat-and-desirabte)) the
range of uses and densities defined here are necessarily narrower and less intense than

that found in the Urban Growth Area. ((Residentiat-developmentatverytow densities
; ‘ st )

consumesorwithconsume mostof-thetand-intheRurat-Area:)) Residential density may
be the single((;)) most important factor in protecting or destroying rural character that
can be influenced by government policies and regulations.

(4]

Low overall densities in the Rural Area ((wite)) are achieved through very large
minimum lot sizes or ||m|ted clusterlng at the same average densmes When faC|||t|es and
services permit ((ffc > . S - -
tots))). The Rural Area Cannot be a S|gn|f|cant source of affordable housing for Klng
County residents, but it will contain diverse housing opportunities ((through—=—mix—of
fargetots;clustering,existingsmaltertots)), and higher densities are offered in Cities in

the Rural Area and Rural Towns((;)) (as services and infrastructure permit).

R-303 Rural Area zoned properties ((should)) shall have low residential
densities that:
a. ((e))Can be sustained by minimal infrastructure improvements, such
as septic systems and rural roads((;));
b. ((should—<))Cause minimal environmental degradation and impacts
to significant historic resources((;)); and

c. ((that—w))Will not cumulatively create the future necessity or

expectation of urban levels of services.

R-304 (Rural-A { residential-densities-shali-l ted I
ith-R-305—R-309—individual lassificati " I

i))Individual zone reclassifications ((should)) are discouraged and
should not be allowed in the Rural Area unless the applicant
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demonstrates compliance with the applicable criteria in Policies R-305 -
R-((309))308.

(2 e . n , . .
territory-as—Agricutturat-ProductionBistricts-orForest ProductionDistricts;v))Very low

residential densities adjacent to Natural Resource Lands are essential to minimize land
use conflicts. In addition, a significant part of the Rural Area land base is still used for
farming or forestry uses. Therefore, suitability of lands for continuing resource uses and
proximity to ((desigmated)) ((n))Natural Resource Lands ((witt—e)) are important
considerations in applying the lower rural densities.

R-305 A residential density of one home per ((20)) 10 acres or ((18)) 20 acres
shall be achieved through regulatory and incentive programs on lands
in the Rural Area that are managed, preserved, or prioritized for
forestry or farming respectively, and lands that are found to qualify for
a Rural Forest Focus Area designation in accordance with R-207.

R-306 A residential density of one home per 10 acres shall be applied in the

Rural Area where:

a. The lands are adjacent to or within one-quarter mile of ((designated
Agricultural-Production—Districts—theF t Production_District

. . ites))
Natural Resource Lands; ((or))

b. The lands contain moderate or significant ((environmentally
constrained)) critical areas; ((as-defined-by countyordinance; policy
or-federal-or-state-law;or regionally significant resource-areasor
substantialcritical-habitat-as-determined-bylegislatively-approved
basin-plans-or-WatershedResource inventory-AreaPlans;-and)) or

c. ((Thepredominantlot-size-isgreater-thanorequal-to—10-acres-in

size)) A residential density of one home per five acres would harm

or diminish the surrounding area, burden infrastructure, increase

development pressure, or be inconsistent with the development
patterns promoted by the Comprehensive Plan.

((R-308)) R-307 A residential density of one home per five acres shall be applied in
the Rural Area where:
a. The lands are more than one-quarter mile away from Natural
Resource Lands;
b. The lands ((is)) are physically suitable for development with

minimal ((environmentally—sensitivefeatures)) critical areas ((or
critical-habitat-as—determined-bylegislatively-adopted-watershed
basedplans)); and

((b-DPevelopmentcan-be supported-byruralservices;

 rhetand-d , et iteria—in-this—olan—ford fensit
designations;-and

d—'Fhe—predomrnanHotsnze—ts—lessthan—Teacres))

This residential density would not harm or diminish the
surrounding area, burden infrastructure, increase development

pressure, or be inconsistent with the development patterns
promoted by the Comprehensive Plan.
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“omprehensivePlan—was E::.:ts.: o appIeeTaZommy .:Etsg_:s o Just t_:sg
properties imexistence at that time:Zoning to-implement poficies Eazé't ough R3¢

R-309)) R-308 The RA-2.5 zone has generally been applied to properties in the
Rural Area((s)) with an existing pattern of lots below five acres in size
that were created prior to the adoption of the 1994 Comprehensive
Plan. These smaller lots may still be developed individually or
combined, provided that applicable standards for sewage disposal,
environmental protection, water supply, roads, and rural fire protection
can be met. A subdivision at a density of one home per 2.5 acres shall
only be ((permitted)) allowed through the Transfer of Development
Rights from property in the designated Rural Forest Focus Areas. The
site receiving the density must be approved as a Transfer of
Development Rights receiving site in accordance with the King County
Code. Properties on Vashon-Maury Island shall not be eligible as
receiving sites.

R-311)) R-309 ((Fhe)) King County ((Residential- Density-Incentive)) density-based
affordable housing ((P))programs shall not be available for

development in the Rural Area zones.

C. Character and Development Standards

The aesthetic qualities and character of the Rural Area depend on a combination of
factors, including low densities; a high ratio of undeveloped or undisturbed soil and
natural or crop vegetation to development (impervious surfaces), such as roads and
structures; historic buildings and landscapes; and minimal development standards,
public facilities, and services beyond those needed for environmental protection and
basic public health and safety.

((R=330)) R-310 New subdivisions in the Rural Area should strive to maintain the
size and scale of traditional development patterns and rural character.

((R=331)) R-311 New subdivisions in the Rural Area should be designed and
developed to maximize conservation of existing forest cover and native
vegetation, and to minimize impervious surfaces within individual lots
and in the subdivision as a whole. King County ((shall—develop
additional—site—design—standards—for new —subdivisions—that—further
reduce-the-impacts-of new-homes-in-the Rural-Area))should continue to

evaluate whether existing subdivision standards and new subdivisions

in_the Rural Area minimize impacts on the natural environment,
resource uses, and other adjacent land uses.
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823 ((R-332)) R-312 Site design standards for new subdivisions in the Rural Area should

824 include: minimization of impervious surfaces; maximizing retention of
825 native soil and vegetation; supporting green stormwater infrastructure;
826 site layout and landscaping that minimizes wildfire risk; limitations on
827 entrance signage; preservation of natural contours, existing meadows,
828 and opportunities for keeping of horses; and other standards to limit
829 features typical of urban or suburban development.

830

831 ((R-333)) R-313 Rural residential development adjacent to Agricultural and Forest
832 Production Districts shall be sited to minimize interference with
833 activities related to resource uses. Residences next to the Forest
834 Production District shall be built with greater setbacks from the Forest
835 Production District boundaries for safety and to reduce nuisance
836 complaints.

837

838 ((EB-562)) R-314 In the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, King County shall
839 provide assistance through development of customized stewardship
840 plans for individual properties, to help property owners understand
841 their properties’ characteristics and the potential impacts of their
842 actions, and to make sustainable land management choices that protect
843 natural resources.

844

845 ((R-334)) R-315 To maintain traditional rural development patterns and ((assure))
846 ensure continued opportunities for resource activities in the Rural Area,
847 large lot development is preferred in the Rural Area. Clustering of lots
848 is only ((permitted)) allowed when:

849 a. The development provides equal or greater protection of the
850 natural environment, natural resource lands, historic resources, or
851 archaeological sites;

852 b. Clusters are limited in size to be compatible with surrounding large
853 lots or nearby agricultural and forestry uses;

854 c. The clustered development is offset with a permanent open space
855 or resource land tract preserved for forestry or agriculture, as
856 designated by the owner at time of subdivision or short
857 subdivision, or a permanent open space tract. Under no
858 circumstances shall the tract be reserved for future development;
859 and

860 d. The development can be served by rural facilities and service levels
861 (such as on-site sewage disposal and fire protection).

862

863

864

865

866

867

868 R-335))R-316 When a resource or open space tract is created as part of a plat, the
869 ((c))County should require a stewardship plan to ensure appropriate
870 management of the tract.

871

872

873

874

875

876

877

878

879

880
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R : ‘ . . . . .

R-336)) R-317 King County shall continue to support the rural development
standards that have been established to protect the natural
environment by addressing seasonal ((and-maximum)) clearing limits,
impervious surface limits, and resource-based practices. Stormwater
management practices should be implemented that emphasize
preservation of natural drainage systems((;protect)) and protection of
water quality and natural hydrology of surface waters and
groundwater. Rural development standards should also, where
feasible, incorporate and encourage ((E))low ((1))impact ((B))design
principles for managing stormwater ((onsite)) on-site by minimizing
impervious surfaces, preserving ((onsite)) on-site hydrology, retaining
native vegetation and forest cover, capturing and reusing rainwater,
controlling pollution at the source, and protecting groundwater. King
County shall take care that requirements for ((onsite)) on-site
stormwater management complement requirements for ((onsite)) on-
site wastewater management.

((R-336a—To help-achievethe goal-of reducingenergy use-and-greenhousegas
. . iated-with ion—King-€ hould-ad

Planning for and features of the built environment are important in providing healthy,
safe places for people regardless of whether the setting is rural or urban. The built
environment refers to various physical features, such as buildings, parks, and roadways,
and their spatial arrangement in neighborhoods and communities. These features
influence public health through the range of choices provided for engaging in various
activities. For example, well((-))-designed roads can enhance the safety and walkability
of neighborhoods, while having a park or other gathering place to come together with
family, friends, or community members can strengthen social and mental health and
increase community cohesiveness. People with access to places to play are twice as
likely to reach recommended levels of physical activity than those who have little or no

access. ((tSee—Chapter—2,—Yrban—Communities,—for—additionat—informatiomr—on—the
tinkagesbetweenthe-buittenvironmentand-variousaspectsof-health:)))

Many locations in King County’s Cities in the Rural Area((;)) and Rural Towns((;andRuarat
Netghborhood—Commerciat-Centers)) function as important hubs for their respective
communities because they provide shops and services. Parks, schools, or other public
services within walking distance of these community hubs cannot always be safely or
conveniently reached without a car. Opportunities for daily physical activity can be
increased by establishing safe walking and bicycling connections to and within these
rural hubs.

In addition to physical activity, another major determinant of health is what people eat.
Everything from quality and location of food retail outlets and restaurants to food cost to
school food choices influence the food choices of rural residents. ((Accordingtodata

servingsoffruitsand-vegetabtesdaily:)) There are people in every community for whom

hunger is a daily issue. Land use planning can play a role in providing and improving
access to healthy foods. Garden plots located in neighborhoods, parks, vacant lots,
surplus public rights-of-way, and public utility lands in various communities can be used
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as places to grow fruits and vegetables, build community, and address hunger. Similar
locations in the Rural Area of King County should be explored for this purpose.

((R-516)) R-318 ((W1thm—Rural—'Fowns—and—larger—Rm'al—Ne|ghborhood—€ommerc|ai

character;)) Connectivity for active transportation uses should be
encouraged in Rural Towns and larger Rural Neighborhood Commercial

Centers, where consistent with rural character, to promote ((walking
and-bicycling)) physical activity and to improve public health.

((R-517)) R-319 King County should explore ways of creating and supporting
community gardens, ((F))farmers ((M))markets, produce stands, and
other similar community((-))-based food growing projects to provide
and improve access to healthy, affordable food for all rural residents.

((R=517a)) R-320 King County shall promote children’s health by encouraging and
supporting land uses in the environment surrounding a school and on
travel routes to schools that complement and strengthen other formal
programs, such as Safe Routes to School, at a size and scale appropriate to
the Rural Area.

D. Rural Nonresidential Uses

Although low-density residential development, farming, and forestry are the primary
uses in the Rural Area, some compatible ((publicand—private)) nonresidential uses are
appropriate and contribute to rural character. Compatible uses might include small,
neighborhood ((churches)) religious facilities, feed and grain stores, produce stands,
value added products, forest product sales, and home occupations such as
woodcrafters, small day care facilities, or veterinary services. In addition, it may be
necessary to locate some public facilities in the Rural Area, such as utility installations
that serve rural homes. Any allowed nonresidential uses should be designed to blend
with rural residential development and resource uses.

((R-324)) R-321 Nonresidential uses in the Rural Area shall be consistent with the
other applicable policies in this chapter and limited to those that:
a. Provide convenient local products and services for nearby
residents;
Require location in a Rural Area;
Support the economic vitality of natural resource-based industries;
Provide adaptive reuse of significant historic resources; ((or))
Provide recreational ((and)) or tourism opportunities that are
compatible with the surrounding Rural Area;

Provide or support infrastructure for nearby residents; or
In Rural Towns and on industrial-zoned properties, involve

commercial or manufacturing-related development.

pony

@ I~

R-322 ((Fhese)) Nonresidential uses in the Rural Area shall be sited, sized, and
landscaped to complement rural character((-as-defined-inpolicy R-101

and—R-261)), prevent impacts to the environment, and function with
rural services, including on-site wastewater disposal.

((R-325)) R-323 Golf facilities ((shallbepermitted)) may be allowed as a conditional
use in the RA-2.5 and RA-5 zones and when located outside of Rural

Forest Focus Areas((; Regionally Significant Resource-Areas-andtocally

SianificantR A ! it i inthe RA-2:5 FRA-S
zones)).
R-324 Daycare facilities in the rural area and natural resource lands should

serve residents of the rural area or natural resource lands.
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In 2011, a School Siting Task Force was convened at the request of the Growth
Management Planning Council to examine the issue of siting schools in the Rural
Area((s)), including whether they may be served by sewers. The Task Force examined
undeveloped rural properties owned by school districts and made recommendations as
to their use or disposition. In its final report, the Task Force recommended that all
future school siting be consistent with the policies in VISION 2040. Placing schools in
cities in the Rural Area, or in Rural Towns, reduces transportation and environmental
impacts, protects rural character, and allows schools to be served with urban-level
utilities and fire protection and used efficiently for other community activities. Some of
the properties listed in R-326 have already been developed or otherwise no longer
apply; however, they are retained here for transparency and guidance for review of
future redevelopment proposals.

((R=326)) R-325 Except as provided in R-((327))326:

a. New schools and institutions primarily serving rural residents shall
be located in ((neighboring)) cities and ((r))Rural ((t))Towns;

b. New schools, institutions, and other community facilities primarily
serving urban residents shall be located within the Urban Growth
Area; and

c. New community facilities and services that primarily serve rural
residents shall be located in ((neighboring)) cities and ((r))Rural
((t))Towns, ((with-limited-exceptions)) except when ((theiruse-is))
dependent on a rural location and ((their)) at a size and scale that
supports rural character.

((R-327)) R-326 Consistent with the recommendations of the School Siting Task

Force, included as Appendix ((@)) F, in the Rural Area:

a. Except as otherwise provided in subsections d. and e. of this policy,
an existing elementary, middle, or junior high school may be
modified or expanded but shall not be converted to a high school;

b. An existing high school may be modified or expanded or converted
to an elementary, middle, or junior high school;

c. Snoqualmie Valley 1: parcel number 1823099046, as shown on
the King County Department of Assessments map as of March 31,
2012, may develop as a new school;

d. Lake Washington 4: parcel numbers 0825069008 and
0825069056, as shown on the King County Department of
Assessments map as of March 31, 2012, may develop as a new
school and convert an existing school on the site to a high school
use;

e. Tahoma 1: parcel number 2622069047, as shown on the King
County Department of Assessments map as of March 31, 2012,
may develop as a new school and convert an existing school on the
site to a high school use only if no feasible alternative site can be
located within the Urban Growth Area;

f. Lake Washington 2: parcel numbers 3326069010 and
3326069009, as shown on the King County Department of
Assessments map as of March 31, 2012, may develop as a new
school only if no feasible alternative site can be located within the
Urban Growth Area, in which case it may be incorporated into the
Urban Growth Area; and

g. Enumclaw A and D: the rural portions of parcel numbers
2321069064, 2321069063, and 2321069062, as shown on the
King County Department of Assessments map as of March 31,
2012, may develop as ballfields or recreational playfields only, for
a school located on the urban portions of the parcels.
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((R-328)) R-327 Small airfields beyond those already established in the Rural Area
should not be ((permitted)) allowed, due to their cumulative impacts on
air traffic and nearby uses.

((R-329)) R-328 Library services for the Rural Area should be provided by
bookmobiles, or by libraries in Rural Towns or Cities in the Rural Area,

or may be allowed as an accessory use to a park or in a historic building
in the Rural Area.

R-329 Master planned resorts as defined in Chapter 36.70A Revised Code of
Washington shall not be allowed in unincorporated King County.

R-330 (( i
r))Renewable energy technologies ((that)) may be sited in the Rural
Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands, as appropriate. Development
standards ((will-seek—to)) should ensure that the siting, scale, and
design of these facilities respect and support rural character.

trordert))To focus growth within the Urban Growth Area, financial resources must be
prioritized to develop and maintain sufficient urban infrastructure and services in the
Urban Growth Area to accommodate that growth. Further, the presence of a high level
of public infrastructure and services has been demonstrated to create pressure for new
growth. To use financial resources efficiently and reduce growth pressure in the Rural
Area and Natural Resource Lands, King County will not provide an urban level of
infrastructure and services to the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands. Chapter 8,
Transportation, and Chapter 9, Services, Facilities, and Utilities, clarify King County's
priorities for transportation and other facility improvements in the Rural Area and
Natural Resource Lands. The policies below set forth King County’s general approach
to_providing services and setting facility standards for the Rural Area and provide
guidance for siting those facilities that require Rural Area locations.

((R-4061)) R-331 King County shall work with cities and other agencies providing
services to the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands to adopt
standards for those partners' facilities and services in the Rural Area
and Natural Resource Lands. Those standards shall ((that)):

a. ((p))Protect ((basic)) public health and safety and the
environment((; but));

b. ((a))Are financially supportable at appropriate densities;

c. Are appropriate size and scale; and

d. ((d))Do not encourage urban development.

((R-462)) R-332 Public spending priorities for facilities and services within the Rural

Area and Natural Resource Lands should be as follows:

a. First, to maintain existing facilities and services that protect public
health and safety;

b. Second, to upgrade facilities and services when needed to correct
level of service deficiencies without unnecessarily creating
additional capacity for new growth; and
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1107 c. Third, to support sustainable economic development that is sized
1108 and scaled at levels appropriate for the Rural Area((s)) and Natural
1109 Resource Lands and does not ((foster)) promote urbanization.

1110
1111
1112

1113 activitres T the =tasonNaturalResc

1114 moredetaitin-Chapter 10, Economic Bevelopment:))

1115

1116 ((R=403)) R-333 In the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, standards and plans
117 for utility service should be consistent with long-term, low-density
1118 development and resource industries. Utility facilities that serve the
119 Urban Growth Area but must be located in the Rural Area or on Natural
1120 Resource Lands (for example, a pipeline from a municipal watershed)
1121 should be designed and scaled to serve primarily the Urban Growth
1122 Area. Sewers needed to serve the previously established ((urban
1123 “jslands;”)) Redmond Ridge, Redmond Ridge East, and Trilogy
1124 neighborhoods, Cities in the Rural Area, Rural Towns, or new or
1125 existing schools pursuant to R-((327))326 and ((F-264)) F-452 shall be
1126 tightlined and have access restrictions precluding service to other lands
1127 in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands.

1128 . = =
1129 StandardstrtheRurat-Ares))

1130 There are ((three)) existing industrial zoned areas in the Rural Area containing multiple

1131 |ndustr|a| uses on several sﬂes((—@nwe—is—bcated—wﬁhm—the—southwest—porhoﬁ—of—ﬁe
1132 51T is—a—designated—industriatarea—adjace >—th '

1133

1134

1135

1136

1138  taveadesignationasaKingCountyHistoricSiter)) in the following Iocatlons

1139 e Within the southwest portion of Vashon Rural Town;

1140 e The Preston Industrial Area;

1141 e Along State Route 169;

1142 e Between Covington and Auburn; and

1143 e  East of Enumclaw along State Route 410.

1144

1145 ((R-512)) R-334 The creation of new Industrial zoned lands in the Rural Area shall
1146 be limited to those that have long been used for industrial purposes,
1147 that do not have potential for conversion to residential use due to a
1148 historic designation, and that may be accessed directly from State
1149 Route 169.

1150

1151 ((R-513)) R-335 Rural Public Infrastructure Maintenance Facilities, and agriculture
1152 and forestry product processing should be allowed in the Rural Area.
1153 Other new industrial uses in the Rural Area shall be ((permitted))
1154 allowed only on existing Industrial zoned properties in Rural Towns
1155 and ({in—the—designated—industrial —area—adjacent—to—the—Rural
1156 Neighborhood-Commercial-Centerof)) the Preston Industrial Area.

1157
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1158 ((frorder-topreserveruratcharacterand-protect-sensitive naturat-features, mew—rurat
1159  industriatdevetopment—inthe Rurat-Areaeedstobeof a—scate—andnature—that—s
1160  distinct-fromurbanmindustriat-devetopment—Fhe—scate—and-intensity and-manyof-the
1161 . ; . i : .

1162

1163

1164 R-514)) R-336 Development regulations for new industrial development in the
1165 Rural Area shall require the following:

1166 a. Greater setbacks, and reduced building height, floor/lot ratios, and
1167 maximum impervious surface percentage standards in comparison
1168 to standards for urban industrial development;

1169 b. Maximum protection of ((sensitive natural-features)) critical areas,
1170 especially with regards to salmonid habitat and water quality;

1171 c. Building and landscape design that respects the aesthetic qualities
1172 and character of the Rural Area, and provides substantial buffering
1173 from the adjoining uses and scenic vistas;

1174 d. Building ((colors—and—materials—that-are—muted;)) design that is
1175 compatible with a rural setting, signs that are not internally
1176 illuminated, and site and building lighting that is held to the
1177 minimum necessary for safety;

1178 e. Prohibition of ((H))heavier industrial uses, new industrial uses
1179 producing substantial waste byproducts or wastewater discharge,
1180 or new paper, chemical and allied products manufacturing uses
1181 allowed in the urban industrial zone ((shall-beprohibited)); and
1182 f. Industrial uses ((requiring)) be sized to avoid substantial
1183 investments in infrastructure, such as water, sewers, or
1184 transportation facilities, or facilities that generate substantial
1185 volumes of heavy-gross weight truck trips((;—shallt-bereduced-in
1186 size-to-avoid-the need-forpublic funding-of the-infrastructure)).
1187

1188

1189

1190

1191

1192

1193

1194

1195  There are also existing, isolated industrial sites in the Rural Area that are recognized, but
1196  are not appropriate for new industrial uses. Further expansion of these isolated

1197 industrial uses is not encouraged, and therefore they are not zoned Industrial.

1198

1199 ((R-515)) R-337 Existing industrial uses in the Rural Area outside of Rural Towns((;
1200 the-industrial-area—on—the King—€County-designated-historicsite—along
1201 . . . .

1202 Neighborhood—€ommercial—€enter—of Preston)) without Industrial
1203 zoning currently shall be zoned rural ((residential)) area but may
1204 continue if they qualify as legal; conforming and/or nonconforming
1205 uses.

1206

207 V. Rural Commercial Centers

1208 ((Fhissectionaddresses Rurat-Netghborhood-Commerciat-Centers, RuratFowns,€Citres

1209 : R N ; X R rrea . . .
1210  RoratAres))

1211
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The Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers((;)) and Rural Towns((;the—Citresinthe

Rurat-Areaand-non-resourceindustriat-usestocatedinrural-KingCounty)) contribute to
the vitality of the rural economy. ((Addittonattythe-CitresintheRurat-Area—and)) Rural

Towns provide a variety in development patterns and housing choices and provide
employment opportunities, retail shopping, and other services to nearby residents((z))
((Fhresecitlesandtownsatso)) and contain a significant portion of King County’s historic
architecture and are the primary locations for nonresidential uses in the Rural Area. The
Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers and Rural Towns provide limited, local
convenience shopping, restaurants, and services to meet the daily needs of rural
residents.

A. Rural Neighborhood Commercial Center((s))
Designation

The Rural Neighborhood Commercial Center((s—are}) land use designation is used to
recognize existing small pockets of commercial development((s)), or in some cases,
historic ((towns)) communities or buildings, that are too small to provide more than
convenience shopping and services to surrounding residents. They generally do not
have infrastructure or services such as water supply or sewage disposal systems any

different from those servmg the surroundmg area. ((ExamptesofRuratNetghborhood

The locations of existing nodes of lands designated as Rural Neighborhood Commercial
Centers are:

Bear Creek/Sammamish: Cottage Lake and Redmond-Fall City Road/236th NE

Four Creeks/Tiger Issaguah-Hobart Road/Cedar Grove Road SE, SE

Mountain: Renton-lssaguah Road and 164" Avenue SE, and SE
128" Street/164™ Avenue SE

Greater Maple Renton-Maple Valley Road SE/State  Route 18,

Valley/Cedar River: Ravensdale, Hobart, Kangley, and Kanasket

Snoqualmie Valley/ Preston, Timberlane Village, and Baring

Northeast King County:

Southeast King County: Enumclaw-Black Diamond Road SE/SE Green Valley
Road, Cumberland, Krain’s Corner, Newaukem, and
228" Ave SE/State Route 164

Vashon-Maury Island: Burton, Dockton, Tahlequah, Portage, Heights Dock,
Jack’s Corner, Valley Center, Vashon Service Center,
Vashon Heights, and Maury Island Service Center

((R-501)) R-401 The uses allowed on lands with the Rural Neighborhood
Commercial Center((s-designated-on-the-€Comprehensive Plantand-Use
Map-are)) land use designation shall be limited to:
a. ((s))Small-scale-((business-areas)) businesses that ((should)) provide
convenience shopping and services for ((the-surrounding—community))

surrounding Rural Area and Natural Resource Land residents, such as

retail, community and human services, and personal services; and
b. Housing, when part of a mixed-use development that is

appropriately sized and scaled to be compatible with rural character.

R-402 ((No—n))New and expansion of existing Rural Neighborhood
Commercial Centers ((are neededto servethe Rural-Area—and Natural
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Resourcetands)) shall only be designated through a subarea plan or
area zonmg and Iand use study. ((Expansron—of1he—boundar|es—of1he

H I} + | Cacll 4
S11oqua1m|e. rrestonana Strirtwatet
Tat /R Height M \L R A c
. 1 !
Va | n b D | Tl l | Y | I |y D |
snon: DUrton, DOCKtoN, ranmequan, ortage;, rretgnts DOTK,

R-503)) R-403 King County commercial development standards for Rural
Neighborhood Commercial Center((s)) lands should facilitate economic

reuse of existing structures, minimize increases in impervious surfaces,
and encourage retention of historic character and scale. Urban-level
parking, landscaping, and street improvement standards are not
appropriate for Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers except ((as

demonstrated—as—being)) when needed to address the safety of the
public.

((R-5603a)) R-404 ((Where—appropriate;)) King County should allow the use of

existing structures((#)) and parcels to accommodate Farmers Markets
((within)) on Rural Neighborhood Commercial Center((s)) lands.

B. Rural Towns
Rural Towns are unincorporated towns governed directly by King County((;but-may

WA £ | H £ H ) Lo ] £
PTOovIiUT d ToLdl I.JUIIIt TOT LUIIIIIIUIIIty Yroups SutlirT a5 Lhialmioers O LoTTinimeree Ul

commumity councits to-participate impubticaffairs)).

The purposes of the Rural Town designation are to recognize existing concentrations of
h|gher densuty and econom|c actmty in the Rural Area((—vv-l‘rer1"l‘rerr—loy—\m‘ttre—of—hﬁttrrn:‘enL

S€ : ' ' ' ~tatcenter)); provide a physical
focus for the historic |dent|ty of rural communities; and allow for modest growth of
residential and economic uses within these designations if supported by the community

and adequate utilities and other public services are available. ((Atthepresent-time;

t))The Rural Towns designated by the Comprehensive Plan are Fall City, Snoqualmie
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Pass, and ((the—Fown—of)) Vashon. ((and—are—recognized—as—such—within—the
- e Plar—T C2 T ‘ .

thesecommunitiesto-hetpensure theircontinued-economicheatth:))

Each of these three Rural Towns has unique features and needs, and therefore different
standards may be appropriate for each, while meeting the purposes described above.
For instance, Snoqualmie Pass is adjacent to a significant seasonal recreation area that
draws thousands of visitors during the winter months. Fall City, on the other hand, is
adjacent to prime agricultural land and can provide housing opportunities for seasonal
agricultural workers. Vashon, accessible mainly by ferry and limited in terms of water
supply, has natural constraints upon the type and intensity of development that can
occur.

character—of—these—communities:)) Although Rural Towns ((atso)) may ((fm—some
circumstances)) develop at densities similar to those in the Urban Growth Area ((or-in
CitiesintheRurat-Area)), ((they)) Rural Towns are considered part of the Rural Area for
purposes of the Growth Management Act, do not provide significant growth capacity,
and are not subject to the growth targets adopted for the Urban Growth Area.

((R-567)) R-405 Rural Towns shall serve as activity centers for the Rural Area and
Natural Resource Lands, ((and)) may be served by a range of utilities
and services, and may include several or all of the following land uses,
if supported by necessary utilities and other services and if scaled and
designed to protect rural character:

a. Retail, commercial, and industrial uses to serve the surrounding
Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands population;

b. Residential development, including single((-family)) detached
((housing)) residences on small lots, as well as ((multifamily))
multiunit housing and mixed-use developments;

c. Other retail, commercial, and industrial uses, such as resource
industries, tourism, commercial recreation, and light industry; and

d. Public facilities and services such as community services, parks,
((churches)) religious facilities, schools, and fire stations.

((R-504)) R-406 King County designates ((the RuralFowns-of)) Fall City, Snoqualmie
Pass, and ((the-Fown-of)) Vashon as unincorporated Rural Towns. These
historical settlements in unincorporated King County should provide
services and a range of housing choices for Rural Area residents. The
boundaries of the designated Rural Towns are shown on the
((Comprehensive—Plan)) Land Use Map. Adjustments to these
boundaries shall only occur through a subarea plan or area zoning and
land use study, and shall not allow significant increases in development
potential or environmental impacts. No new Rural Towns are needed
to serve the Rural Area.

((R-505)) R-407 Commercial and industrial development that provides
employment, shopping, and community and human services that
strengthen the fiscal and economic health of rural communities should
locate in Rural Towns if utilities and other services permit.
(tUrban-tevel-parking; tandscaping;and-street-improvement-standards

arenot-appropriate for Rural- Fowns:)) Sidewalks and other pedestrian

safety measures should be provided to serve ((the)) Rural Towns.

R-408 Roads in Rural Towns should, to the extent practical, allowed by law,
and consistent with rural character, incorporate universal design and
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complete streets infrastructure, to accommodate multimodal
transportation, including active transportation users.

((R-506)) R-409 Rural Towns may contain higher-density housing than ((permitted))
allowed in the surrounding Rural Area, and should provide affordable

and resource-worker housing ((ifutilities—and—other-services permit)).

Development density in Rural Towns may approach that achieved in
Cities in the Rural Area, when appropriate infrastructure is available.

(« e . : L
e poficies i this section appty only tothe unincorporatec Rurat fowns—King County
encouragesEities intheRurat Areato—actopt fanc ”5':: cfesanddevetopment

R-508)) R-410 Sewers may be allowed in Rural Towns if necessary to solve
existing water quality and public health problems ((which)) that cannot
be addressed by other methods, provided that any extension of sewer
mains from urban areas to serve a Rural Town shall be tightlined
systems designed to not serve any intervening lands. All alternatives
shall be exhausted before sewers may be allowed. Rural Towns shall
not be enlarged to facilitate provision of sewers.

R-509)) R-411 Rural Towns should be compact, promoting ((pedestrian—and
nonmotorized—travel)) active transportation while ((permitting

automobile)) allowing vehicle access to most commercial and industrial
uses. New development should be designed to strengthen the
desirable characteristics and the historic character of the town, be
supported by necessary public facilities and services, and be
compatible with historic resources and nearby Rural Area or Natural
Resource Land uses. New industrial uses should locate where they do
not disrupt pedestrian or bicycle traffic in established retail areas of
town or conflict with residential uses.

VI. Transfer of Development Rights
Program

The Growth Management Act encourages the use of innovative techniques for land use
management. King County has a long tradition of using such techniques, including
programs promoting transfers of development rights, to achieve its land management
goals. Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands face ongoing development pressure, yet
the County must simultaneously plan for and allow future residential growth. This
tension makes it incumbent on the County to strengthen its transfer of development
rights efforts. For this reason, King County seeks to increase the number of
development rights transfers via its Transfer of Development Rights Program to reduce
and redirect rural development potential into urban areas.

To that end, King County promotes the transfer of development rights from land
((vatuabletothepubticasundevetoped)) with conservation values whose protection
creates public benefit (“sending sites”), to land better able to accommodate growth
("receiving sites”). The Transfer of Development Rights Program is a voluntary program
that allows sending site landowners to achieve an economic return on their property
while maintaining it in forestry, farming, habitat, ((parks;)) or open space in perpetuity. It
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also increases housing opportunities in Urban Area receiving sites where urban services
and infrastructure can accommodate additional growth.

Sending site landowners choose to sever the right to develop their land from the land
itself and sell their development rights to the King County Transfer of Development
Rights Bank, or directly to receiving site landowners who are ((permitted)) allowed to
build additional development capacity above the base density, but at or below the
allowed maximum den3|ty under current zonlng, with the purchase of Transferable
Development nghts '

In so doing, the Transfer of Development Rights Program: (1) benefits Rural Area and
Natural Resource Land property owners by providing them financial compensation to
not develop their land, (2) directs future Rural Area and Natural Resource Land
development growth into urban areas, saving the County the cost of providing services
to rural development, supporting County and regional growth management objectives,

and yielding climate change benefits ((through——reduced—househotd
transportation=refated—greenhouse—gas—emissions)), and (3) permanently ((preserves))
conserves land through private market transactions. Transfer of Development Rights
can also be used to permanently protect open space and ((parks)) natural resources in
urban portions of the County while still focusing growth into other urban areas.

((R-312)) R-501 ((As-an-innovative meansto)) King County shall continue to operate

an effective Transfer of Development Rights Program to:

a. ((p))Permanently ((preserve)) conserve private lands with
countywide public benefit((;)):

b. ((toe))Encourage higher densities in urban areas; ((and))

c. _((r))Reduce residential development ((capacity)) potential and
maintain low density in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands,
and on low-density urban lands along the Urban Growth Area

boundary;

d. Incentivize establishment of regional open space, as well as local
open space in urban areas((; King-€ounty shalt-continue to-operate
an-effectwe—'Fransfer—of—Bevelopment—RnghtrProgram))L

e. Protect natural resources while preserving housing potential and
incentivizing development in locations best suited for growth

f. Steer development growth inside the Urban Growth Area in ways
that promote quality urban neighborhoods where residents want
to work and live; and

g. Contribute to climate change benefits.

((R-313—The purpose—of the Transfer of Development Rights Program—is—to
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1473 f—Provide mitigation-for the impacts-of urban-development-on-global
1474 climatechange by simultaneously reducing-transportation-refated
1475 greenhouse—gas—emissions—and—sequestering—carbon—through
1476 retention-of forest cover-and-conserving-agriculturaHands:

1477

1478 R-315))R-502 To promote transfers of development rights, King County shall:
1479 a. Facilitate transfers from private property owners with sending sites
1480 to property owners with receiving sites;

1481 b. Operate the King County Transfer of Development Rights Bank to
1482 facilitate the Transfer of Development Rights market, maintain
1483 supply to the extent feasible, and bridge the time gap between
1484 willing sellers and buyers of Transferrable Development Rights
1485 through buying, holding, and selling Transferable Development
1486 Rights;

1487 c. Work with cities to develop interlocal agreements that encourage
1488 transfers of development rights ((fromRural-Areas—andNatural
1489 Resource tands)) into cities;

1490 d. Work with cities regarding annexation areas where Transferrable
1491 Development Rights are likely to be used;

1492 e. Work with communities and seek funding and other means to
1493 provide public amenities to enhance the livability of incorporated
1494 ((and—unincorporated)) area neighborhoods accepting increased
1495 densities through the Transfer of Development Rights Program;
1496 ((and))

1497 f. Provide amenities to urban unincorporated Transferrable
1498 Development Right receiving areas to improve the livability of the
1499 receiving area; the type, timing, and location of amenities provided
1500 to urban unincorporated Transferrable Development Right
1501 receiving areas should be informed by a public engagement
1502 process including members of the affected receiving area and the
1503 city affiliated with annexation;

1504 g. Work with the Washington State Department of Commerce, Puget
1505 Sound Regional Council, and King County cities to implement
1506 Washington State Regional Transfer of Development Rights
1507 legislation; and

1508 h. Explore new opportunities to increase Transfer of Development
1509 Right demand, prioritizing new receiving sites or Transfer of
1510 Development Right use within urban areas.

1511 ((f—SendingandReceiving Sites

1512 R-316)) R-503 ((Eligible—sending—sites—shall-belands—designated—on—theKing
1513 €ounty-Comprehensive Plantand-use-map-as: Rural- Area{with-RA-2.5;

1514

1515

1516

1517 orR-48-zoning)-and-that-are—approved-for €Conservation FuturesFax
1518 funding)-—These)) Sending sites shall provide permanent land
1519 protection to create a significant public benefit. Priority sending sites
1520 ((are)) shall include, but not be limited to:

1521 a. Lands in Rural Forest Focus Areas;

1522 b. Lands adjacent to the Urban Growth Area boundary;

1523 c. Lands contributing to the protection of endangered and threatened
1524 species;

1525 d. Lands that are suitable for inclusion in and provide important links
1526 to the regional open space system;

1527 e. Agricultural and Forest Production District lands;

1528 f. Intact shorelines of Puget Sound;

1529 g. Lands ((identified-as-important-accordingto-the- WashingtonState
1530 Department-of Ecology’s Watershed-Characterization-analyses)) in
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1531 the RA zone with conservation values related to farming, forestry,
1532 carbon sequestration, or open space; or

1533 h. Lands contributing to urban open space or strengthening
1534 protection of flood hazard areas or other critical areas in ((urban
1535 unincorporated-areas)) any area.

1536

1537 ((R-317—For Transfer of DevelopmentRights purposes-only, qualified-sending
1538 sites-are-allocated-developmentrights-asfollows:

1539 a—Sending-sites-inthe Rural- Areazoned RA-2.5shall be-allocated-one
1540 Fransferrable DevelopmentRight forevery two-and-one-half-acres
1541 of grosstand-area;

1542 b-—Sending-sites-in-the Rural-Area-zoned RA-5-or RA-10-or-Agricultural
1543 zoning-shall-be-allocated-one Fransferrable DevelopmentRight-for
1544 every five-acresof grosstand-area;

1545 c—Sending—sites—with—Forest—zoning—shall—be—allocated—one
1546 Fransferrable Development Right-for-everyeightyacresof gross
1547 fand-area;

1548 d-—Sending-sites-with-Urban-Separator-{and-use-designation-shalt-be
1549 altocated-four Fransferrable Development Rights for-everyone-acre
1550 of-grosstand-area;

1551 e.—Sending—sites—with—an—Urban—Residential, —Medium—or—Urban
1552 Residential, —High—tand—use—designation—shall—be—altocated
1553 Fransferrable Development Rights—equivalent-to—the—zoningbase
1554 density forevery one-acreof grosstand-area;

1555 f—if-asendingsite has—an—existing—dwelling—orretains—one—ormore
1556 development rights—for future—use;the gross—acreage—shall-be
1557 reduced-in-accordance-with-thesite’szoning base-density for-the
1558 purposes-of Transferrable DevelopmentRightaltocation;-and

1559 g——King-County shall provide-bonus-Fransferrable DevelopmentRights
1560 tosendingsites-inthe Rural-Area-asfollows:

1561 4+—The sending site-is-a-vacant RA-zoned-property-and-isnolarger
1562 than-one-half the-size requirement-of the-base-density for-the
1563 zone;-and

1564 2.—The—sendingsite-is-a RA—zoned property-and-is focatedon—a
1565 shoreline—of the—state—and—has—a—shoreline—designation—of
1566 conservancy ornaturak

1567

1568 R-318———Priorto-thecounty's-allocation-of Fransferable Development Rights to-a
1569 sending-site tandowner;the fandowner-shall-record-and-place—on-title
1570 of —sending—site—parcel—a——conservation—easement—documenting—the
1571 development restrictions-—if-developmentrights-are being retained-for
1572 future-development;the-subsequent-development must-beclustered;
1573 and-the-tractpreserved-with-a permanent-conservation-easement-shalt
1574 belarger-than-the-developed-portion: In-thecaseof tands-within-the
1575 Rural-Forest Focus-Areas; no-more-than-one-dwelling-unit-per20-acres
1576 shalt-beretained;-and-thetract preserved-with-aconservation-easement
1577 shaltbe-atleast-15acresinsize:

1578

1579 R-319——Transferrable Development Rights may be—used-onreceivingsites—in
1580 the-following-order-of preference-asfollows:

1581 a—Incorporated—Cities:——Transfers—into—incorporated—areas—shall-be
1582 detailed-in-an-interlocal-agreement-between-the—city receiving-the
1583 developmentrights-and-thecounty;

1584 b-—Unincorporated-urbancommercial-centers;

1585 c—Otherunincorporated-urban-areas;and

1586 d-—Rural-Areaszoned RA-2.5;unless they-are-on-Vashon-Mauryistand;
1587 may receive—transfersof development rights; but-only from-the
1588 RuralForestFocus-Areas:

1589
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U-110)) R-504 King County shall work with cities, especially those designated as
Urban Centers, in collaborative efforts that result in transfers of
development rights from the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands.

((R- . . .
9 y 9 . . t isions.

U €T terrabl IB I 9 R Ilg' ¢ Isubdivisi hall
be-allowed-only through-asubareastudy:))

R-505 King County should prioritize Transferable Development Rights uses
for residential density in urban areas. King County may also allow

Transferrable Development Rights:
a. In limited instances for development in the Rural Area, except for
Vashon-Maury Island; and

b. To provide incentives to developers for uses other than additional
residential density.
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1647 Natural-Resource tandsproperty-owners-access-to-incentive-programs;
1648 {5)——protect—tow-density —Rural—Areas—from—encroaching—urban
1649 development;-and-{6)reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions-by decreasing
1650 vehicle-miles-traveled-fromthe Rural- Area-and Natural Resource tands
1651 and-by sequestering-carbon.

1652

1653  R-323——The Rural-and ResourcetandPreservation—Transfer of Development
1654 Rights Program-shall-include; butisnotlimited-to; the following:

1655 a-—In—addition—to-the-density-that-is-allowed-on-areceiving site-in-the
1656 urban—growth—area—from—the—purchase—of —Transferrable
1657 DevelopmentRights;-thecounty shall-evaluate-the climate change
1658 benefits—achieved-by reducing—transportationrelated-greenhouse
1659 gas—emissions-that result from-thetransfer-of developmentrights
1660 from—the—sending—site; provided—that—such—consideration—isnot
1661 precluded-by-administrativerutes promulgated-by the state;

1662 b-—In—ordertosatisfy transportationconcurrency requirements-in-the
1663 Rural-Area—in—a—transportation—concurrencytravel—shed—that—is
1664 non-concurrent,—a—development proposal-for-a—short—subdivision
1665 creating—up-to—four-tots may purchase Fransferrable Development
1666 RightsfromotherRuralAreaorNaturalResource tand-propertiesin
1667 the-same-travel-shed;-allowing-this-is-intended-toreduceoveralt
1668 trafficimpacts—in—ruraltravelsheds—by permanently removing
1669 development potential.—The-transfer shall notresult-in-an-increase
1670 in—altfowable—density on—thereceiving—site—A—shortsubdivision
1671 creating—two—lots—where—theproperty has—been—owned-bythe
1672 applicantfor-five-or more—years-and-where-the property has not
1673 been-subdivided-in-the last ten-years-shall-satisfy- the transportation
1674 concurrency —reqtirements—without—having—to——purchase
1675 Fransferrable DevelopmentRights;

1676 c—King-County shalt-provide-an-added-density bonus-of up-to-a100%
1677 increase-above-the-base-density-allowed-in 1€ Code 21A:12.030;
1678 when—Transferrable Development Rights—are—used—for—projects
1679 within-any-designated-commercial center-or-activity center-within
1680 the Urban-Growth-Area-that-provides-enhanced-watkability-design
1681 and-incorporates-transit-oriented-development;,-and-may provide
1682 an-added-density-whenTransferrable DevelopmentRights-are-used
1683 forprojects-that provide-affordable-housing-in-the R-4-throughR-
1684 48-zones;

1685 d—King-€County may-allow-accessory-dwelling—units-in-the Rural-Area
1686 that-are-greater-than-one-thousand-square-feet, buttess-than-1,500
1687 square—feet,—if theproperty ownerpurchases—one—Transferrable
1688 Development Right-from—the Rural-Area, Agriculture—orForestry
1689 designations;

1690 e—King—County may-allow-a—detached-accessorydwelling—unit-on—a
1691 RA-5-zoned-lot-that-is two—and-one-half-acresor greater-and-less
1692 than—three—and—three-quarters—acres—if the—property—owner
1693 purchases—oneTransferrable Development Rightfrom—the Rural
1694 Area; Agriculture-orForestry designations:))

1695

1096 VII. Equestrian Activities

1697 King County recognizes the contributions of equestrian livestock husbandry, training,
1698 competition, and recreation activities to the overall rural quality of life and economic
1699 base in King County. ((Equestrianactivitres provideatifestyte-vatuetonumerouscounty
1700  residentsand-visitorsand-a—sourceof revenueforruratresidentsand-businessowners:
1701 Fhere—are numerous—organizations—thatsupport-the—equestrian—ndustry—by—providing

1702 ; . . et A L
1703 , ' iversi om;
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- i ) Today s equestnan
uses include ralsmg and tralnlng a varlety Of horse breeds((, ancrease i themomber
of)) and rldlng arenas(( —of-the- Hitati

R-211)) R-601 King County should continue to support and sustain equestrian
activities and ensure that regulations support those activities
compatible with the area in which they are located. The ((c))County
should encourage subdivision layouts that preserve opportunities for
livestock and equestrian activities.

R-212)) R-602 King County should support equestrian use trails throughout the
Rural Area and in the Agricultural and Forest Production Districts, as
appropriate, by:

a. Working with local communities to identify and protect multiple-
use trails and key linkages that support equestrian travel;

b. Maintaining equestrian links, including multiple-use trails, where
appropriate;

c. Ensuring parking areas serving multiple-use trails are designed and
constructed, whenever possible to handle parking for horse
trailers; and

d. Constructing and maintaining equestrian trails under County
ownership or management consistent with King County
Backcountry Trail or Regional Trail Standards whenever possible.

((R-213)) R-603 Soft-surface multiple-use trails in corridors ((separate—from—road
right-of-way)) not associated with a road are the preferred option for
equestrian travel for safety reasons and to avoid conflicts with
residential activities associated with the ((street)) road. Existing off-
road trails should be preserved during site development, with
relocation as appropriate to accommodate development while

maintaining trail connections. Where appropriate, capital
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improvement programs for transportation or park facilities shall also
enable the use of new facilities by equestrians. Construction standards

for soft-surface multiple-use trails shall be consistent with current trail
construction and maintenance practices as promulgated by the U.S.
Forest Service.

R-604 The King County Road Design and Construction Standards ((wilt)) shal
ensure adequate space to accommodate safe equestrian travel W|th|n

road rights-of-way. ((Where—appropnate—capltal—nnprovement

R-214)) R-605 King County’s land use regulations should protect rural equestrian
community trails by supporting preservation of equestrian trail links in
the Rural Area and within the Agricultural and Forest Production
District. Representatives of the equestrian community should be given
the opportunity to review and monitor regulatory and policy actions by
King County, such as Rural Area development regulations, that have
the potential to affect equestrian trails.

((R=215)) R-606 King County should encourage ((P))property owners in the
Agricultural and Forest Production Districts ((are—encouraged)) to

voluntarily allow continued equestrian access to existing trails or
alternative access if the existing trail impedes future use of their

property.

((R=216)) R-607 Equestrian trails should be a category in the (c))County’s Public
Benefit Rating System, so that a landowner who provides trail access
may qualify for a tax reduction under the program.

((R-217)) R-608 County departments negotiating trades or sales of ((c))County-
owned land shall determine whether any historically established trails
exist on the property, and, when economically feasible, ensure that
those trails are retained or replaced and are not lost as a condition of
the trade or sale. Trails that provide key linkages, for either multi-use
or equestrian trails, shall be considered to have strategic value to the
county’s trail network and shall be retained or replaced whenever
possible.

VIII. Natural Resource Lands

A (E s . S SOTNTET :
Resourcetands)) Resource Conservation

This section contains King County's strategy for conservation of valuable resource lands
and for encouraging their productive and sustainable management. The strateqgy
consists of policies to guide planning, incentives, education, and regulation. Although
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this section focuses on the Natural Resource lands of long-term commercial
significance, many of the policies are applicable to farm, forest, and mineral lands in the
Rural Area as well.

King County's Natural Resource Lands ((contribute—to—the—economicprosperityof-the
regtom—They)) are the lands with long-term commercial significance for farming,
forestry, and mineral extraction. Businesses that rely on resource lands provide jobs
and products, such as food, wood, and gravel. ((Fheyatsoareamimportantpartofthe
culturat—teritage:)) Conservation and responsible stewardship of working farm and
forest lands also produces multiple environmental benefits, such as:

e Stream and salmon protection;

e Clean air and water;

e Wildlife habitat;

e Landslide hazard reduction;

e Flood risk reduction;

e Groundwater recharge and protection; and

e Carbon sequestration and reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

For mineral extraction, responsible stormwater management, erosion and sediment
control, and site remediation can help to mitigate many of the impacts while providing
local sources of materials such as sand and gravel.

King County has taken major steps to conserve ((and—manage—=agriculturat-soits—and

activities;)) farmland and forestland to support commercial agriculture and forestry
((and)),_while also allowing for regulated extraction of minerals ((extraction
opportunities)). Natural Resource Lands and the industries they support are conserved
by encouraging development to occur primarily in the Urban Growth Area as directed
by the Growth Management Act. Under this Comprehensive Plan, Natural Resource
Lands, including designated Agricultural Production Districts, the Forest Production
District, and sites of long-term commercial significance for mineral resource uses, will
have minimal new residential and commercial development. New development that
does occur will be designed to be compatible with active resource-based uses.

Forest, agriculture, and mineral resource lands are not King County's only natural
resources. Many other resource -based industries, such as the recreational and
commercial fisheries ((industry)) industries, are influenced by King County's land use
and planning policies. Policies for the protection and enhancement of fisheries, as well
as air, water, vegetation, wildlife, and other natural resources, can be found in Chapter
5, Environment.
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R-601)) R-701 The Rural Forest Commission shall advise the King County
Executive and Council on the development and implementation of
((innovative)) strategies, programs, policies, and regulations that
benefit forestry ((and)), that encourage the retention of the forest land
base in King County, and that support rural forest landowners. King
County shall continue to support the Rural Forest Commission with staff
and other resources.

H | H | | | iet | | | oo £L H |
active—rore—m—tand—use UTCISTOTTS, PUNCIES diTud Ibguldtlullb dllcl.,tllly CUTTTIrercrdl

((R=6602)) R-702 The Agriculture Commission shall advise the King County Executive
and Council on ((agricultural-issues—and-programs;-including;butnot

limited-to:
. ekl . . . .
9 al ; II . tegistation—and—regulations—affecting
agricultural—products—in—the——region:)) programs, policies,

regulations, and land use issues that affect commercial agriculture,

encourage retention of farmland, support farmland access for
traditionally underinvested communities, and contribute to a

strong local food system. King County shall continue to support
the Agriculture Commission with staff and other resources.

((B—ResourceConservationStrategy

1985 the King—County Comprehensive Plan—designated-the—countys—mitiatForest
ProductionBistrictand five-Agricuiturat-Production-Bistricts—Subsequent)) King County

designates agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance as Agricultural
Production Districts and forest lands of long-term commercial significance as the Forest
Production District, as shown on the Agricultural and Forest Lands Map in this chapter.
These designations and accompanying planning efforts establish((ed)) minimum lot
sizes and uses for these districts and their surrounding areas. These land use
regulations are consistent with the requirements of the Growth Management Act to

((destgmate—productive—tands—and—to)) plan for adjacent and nearby land uses
compatible with long-term commercial farming and forestry. (Fre—Growth

1

The Growth Management Act also requires designation of mineral resource lands that
are primarily devoted to the extraction of minerals or that have known or potential
long-term commercial significance for the extraction of minerals. Minerals include, but
are not limited to, gravel, sand, and valuable metallic substances. Coal is not
considered a mineral resource in King County. Such lands are shown as ((B))
designated Mineral Resource Sites on the Mineral Resources Map in this chapter. ((Fhe

‘ o n o Dietricti . o .

exptaimed-betow:

R-606)) R-703 Farm lands, forest lands, and mineral resources shall be conserved
for productive use through the use of ((P))designated Agricultural and

Forest Production Districts and ((B))designated Mineral Resource Sites
where the principal ((and—preferred)) land uses ((will)) shall be
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1921 commercial resource management activities((;-and-by-the—designation
1922 of appropriate compatible—uses—on—adjacent Rural-Area—and—urban
1923 fands)).

1924

1925 ((R-604)) R-704 King County shall promote and support commercially viable and
1926 environmentally sustainable forestry, agriculture, and other
1927 resource-based industries as a part of a diverse and regional economy.
1928

1929 ((R=664a)) R-705 King County shall support ((and-designate)) mineral resource lands
1930 of long-term commercial significance and promote policies,
1931 environmental reviews, and management practices that minimize
1932 conflicts with neighboring land uses and mitigate environmental
1933 impacts.

1934

1935 ((R-605—Forestry—and—agriculture best-managementpractices—are—encouraged
1936 because—of —their multiple—benefits;, —including—natural—resource
1937 preservation-and-protection:))

1938

1939 ((R-607)) R-706 Land uses, utilities, and transportation facilities within and adjacent
1940 to ((P))designated Agricultural and Forest Production Districts and
1941 ((B))designated Mineral Resource Sites((;)) shall be sited and designed
1942 to ensure compatibility with resource management.

1943

1944 ((R-668)) R-707 King County should encourage infrastructure and services that
1945 support ((resource—tands)) Natural Resource Land management and
1946 resource-based businesses. These should be sited ((in—close-proximity))
1947 close to designated Agricultural and Forest Production Districts and
1948 ((D))designated Mineral Resource Sites when_potential adverse impacts
1949 and incompatibilities can effectively be mitigated.

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967 ((R-609)) R-708 King County should expand access to property tax incentive
1968 programs to encourage landowners to continue ((practicing)) and
1969 expand farming and forestry and to help ensure retention of the
1970 resource land base. These programs should be publicized and
1971 marketed to ensure equitable access to program benefits.

1972

1973 ((R-610——King—€ounty —shall-employ—a—variety of innovative programs—and
1974 incentives-to-helpmaintain-and-enhanceresource-based-industries:
1975

1976 Examptesof suchprograms-includetechnicat-assistance—and-educationfor-sustainabte
1977 fand-managementeducationforurbanmand-suburbanresidents,purchasesof fand-or
1978 devetopmentrights,transferof-devetopmentrights,thepurchaseof scenfceasements
1979 = -fee- Tom) - i
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((R-611)) R-709 King County should develop and employ effective means to inform
affected property owners about nearby resource management
activities. This may include, but not be limited to:

a. Notice on title, and notification on recorded subdivisions, short
subdivision maps, and issued development permits for properties
within five hundred feet of designated agriculture, forestry, and
mineral resource lands;

b. Signage; and

c. Community meetings and other public notification tools.

Successful Natural Resource Land conservation requires a regional perspective and
intergovernmental cooperation. Although the ((destgnated)) Natural Resource Lands
are located in unincorporated King County, they benefit nearby cities and can be
affected by activities in those cities. Furthermore, some ((R))resource ((t))lands in King
County are owned or managed by Indian tribes or city, county, state, and federal
agencies ((and-tribes—Aregionatperspectivetsalsoimportantbecause many resource
activitesareregutated-orsupported-by stateand-federatprograms)). As the population
in the Puget Sound area continues to grow, the protection of Natural Resource Lands
and the continued success of commercial agriculture and forestry is a regional
challenge.

((R-612)) R-710 King County shall work cooperatively with ((cities;)) Indian tribes,
cities, other public agencies, private utilities, resource managers, land((
))owners, and residents to conserve ((public—and—private)) Natural
Resource Lands for long-term productivity and environmental
protection in a consistent and predictable manner.

((R-613)) R-711 Designated Forest and Agricultural Production District lands shall
not be annexed by cities, except as allowed in Policies R-760, R-761.
and R-762.

((R=614)) R-712 King County should establish written agreements with Indian
tribes, agencies, ((tribes)) and other affected parties whose close
coordination and collaboration are essential to effective
implementation of resource management programs. Such agreements
should serve to establish consensus and commitment to achieving
specific resource management goals and to define the specific roles
and responsibilities of each agency.

. : A . '
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((R-615a)) R-713 King County should work with other jurisdictions,
agencies, and agriculture and forestry interest groups to help maintain
and enhance commercial agriculture and forestry production by
addressing challenges common across the region.

((R=616)) R-714 King County should encourage ((R))resource-based industries

((should)) to use practices that:

a. Protect the long-term integrity of the built environment, adjacent
land uses, and cultural resources;

b. Maintain the long-term productivity of the resource base; and

c. Result in maintenance of ecosystem health and habitat.

((R-617)) R-715 Habitat protection requirements should not fall disproportionately
on land maintained in agriculture or forestry, and the costs of such
protection shall not be disproportionately placed on the owners of such
land.

((R-618)) R-716 King County shall be a leader in resource management by
demonstrating environmentally sound agriculture and forestry on
((c))County-owned land.

((R=619)) R-717 King County shall include resource education through its signs on
trail systems that are linked with working farms, forests, and mines.
((Interpretationshould:

— Provide historical ive:
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1. Protecting Forest Lands

The purpose of the Forest Production District is to conserve large blocks of
commercially valuable forestland for the long term. The designation and zoning ((is))
are designed to prevent intrusion of incompatible uses, manage adjacent land uses to
minimize land use conflicts, and prevent or discourage conversion from forestry to other
uses. ((Acomparisonof-theareaofforesttand—converted-since 1287 nsidetheForest
conversion:)) Recent studies indicate that total forest cover within the Forest Production
District has remained stable in recent decades, but has declined marginally in the Rural
Area, and declined significantly in the Urban Growth Area and cities. Taken as a whole,
forest cover in King County has declined slightly, with 98.9 percent of the area
supporting forest cover in 1992 still forested in 2016.

Sixty percent of the land area in King County is within the designated Forest Production
District. The Forest Production District comprises 1,300 square miles (825,000 acres) of
forestland in east King County. Most of this land is held in large blocks of contiguous
ownership. ((Atthistargerscateitiseasterto-manageformultipte purposes—such—=as
habitat-and-ong=term—foresthealth:)) About 70((%)) percent of the Forest Production
District is in public ownership, including parts of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National
Forest, wilderness areas, state and county parks, Washington State Department of
Natural Resources lands, and watersheds for the cities of Seattle and Tacoma. The
Forest Production District includes approximately ((226;668)) 186,000 acres in private
ownership, most of which is commercial forestland.

(Atthough—it—hasdeclined—from—itsheightin—thetate—+986s,—<))Commercial timber

harvest remains a significant economic activity in King County. At the same time, forest
management strategies have become more diverse and may include objectives for
forest health, biodiversity, and fish and wildlife habitat, instead of timber production
alone. Likewise, economic activity related to recreation, traditional cultural practices,
and aesthetics may be included in commercial forestry activities.

((R-626)) R-718 The Forest Production District shall remain in large blocks of
contiguous forest lands where the primary land use is commercial
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forestry. Other resource ((industry)) uses, such as mineral extraction
and agriculture, should be ((permitted)) allowed within the Forest
Production District when managed to be compatible with forestry.

((R=621)) R-719 The Forest Production District is a long-term designation. Lands
may be removed from the Forest Production District only through a

subarea plan or area zoning and land use study, and only to recognize
areas with historical retail commercial uses.

~t))The

White—timber-harvesttevets havedectined-significantty from-those-in-the—1+980st
supply of forest products from ((the—rationat—forest—remains)) public and private

forestland is important to the regional viability of the forestry industry. ((Forestfire

floor—which—canincrease—the—severity of-witdfires—More—))Recent federal,_state, and

county policies have placed emphasis on projects ((to)) that enhance forest ecosystems,
((restore—and)) improve ((fand—heatth—and)) water quality, ((address—fuettevets—and
mprove—the—maintenance—of —existing—facitittes—within—mationat—forests)) recover
endangered species, improve opportunities for recreation, and enhance climate
resiliency, all of which may alter the types and volumes of timber product.

((R=622)) R-720 King County recognizes the many values provided by the public
forestland in the county, and encourages continued responsible forest
management on these lands. King County should collaborate with
other public land managers in planning for the restoration,
conservation, use, and management of forest resources on public lands
for multiple public values such as sustainable supply of timber, carbon

storage and sequestration, and other ecosystem benefits.

D Smeje; esmtnts—sectromatowtor—ve
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((R-623)) R-721 King County is committed to maintaining working forestland in the
Forest Production District, and shall continue to ((work—with
landowners—and—other—stakeholders)) collaborate with public and
private forest managers and other partners to promote ((forestry)) and

encourage long-term forest productivity, reduce uses and activities that

conflict with resource uses, and recognize forestland values.

((R=624)) R-722 To reduce conflicts with resource uses and wildfire risks, a forest
management plan shall be required as a condition of development for
any residential uses in the Forest Production District. Accessory
dwelling units shall not be allowed in the Forest Production District.

((R=625)) R-723 Structures within the Forest Production District should be sited to
maintain the productivity of the district. Site plan requirements should
limit impervious surface, provide for fire control, protect domestic
water supply, and prevent conflicts with forest management.

R-626)) R-724 King County should conserve working forests and should
encourage continued private forestry through the acquisition or
transfer of development rights in the Forest Production District. Land
acquisition proposals that would remove lands from forest
management should be evaluated to ensure that the long-term
commercial significance of the Forest Production District is not
compromised.

R-627))R-725 King County should promote and support production, harvest,
utilization, and marketing of wood products grown in the county's
Rural Area and forest areas. King County should ensure that
regulations applying to the Rural Area and ((forest—areas)) Forest
Production District do not discourage the establishment of sawmills
and other wood product businesses and services.
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. , . : 2t .

resources:

R-628)) R-726 In consultation with Indian tribes and other affected agencies and
landowners, King County should support land trades that result in
consolidated forest ownership and work with forest managers to
identify and develop other incentives for continued forestry.

((R-629)) R-727 King County opposes the establishment or expansion of special
purpose taxing districts and local improvement districts in the Forest
Production District, and shall not grant new or expanded franchises for
utilities in the Forest Production District, unless demonstrated that they
directly benefit forestry or are necessary for transmission of power or
water.

Forest lands have tremendous recreational and aesthetic value. ((Forexampte,forest
S orrDistri . . M retosS 5

vvitl'ﬁﬁ—the—workilwg—fm‘estrthat—afe—parhof—ﬂwe—&eemwayr)) Access to ((R))resource

((E)lands must be carefully managed, however, to prevent conflict with natural resource
goals. For example, open gate policies allowing public access may be incompatible
with fish and wildlife protection goals and sometimes may interfere with forestry
operations by risking such activities as garbage dumping, vandalism, and timber theft.
(« ' ) ; . : . .
. ‘ .
5 . fits.

R-630)) R-728 Public and private forest owners are encouraged to provide for
recreational, educational, and cultural uses, when compatible with
forest protection.

((Recreationat—and—institutionat—d))Developments((;)) such as conference centers, ski
areas, and associated hotels((;)) allow more people to enjoy the aesthetic benefits of
forest lands. Such facilities are acceptable if ((focated-imareasofexistingdevetopment;
such-as-SnoquatmiePass;and-f)) their operation and use are resource dependent and

restricted adequately to minimize conflict with resource lands. Major ((recreationat-or
nstitutionat)) development ((sites)) of this type can adversely affect the Forest
Production District because ((they)) it reduces the forest land base and conflicts with
other resource management goals.

((R-631)) R-729 ((No—master—planned—resortrshaﬂ—be—permﬂted—m—the—Forest
ProductionDistrict:)) New or expansion of existing ((recreationalor

institutionaluses)) destination resorts and similar uses in the Forest
Production District may be ((permitted)) allowed if compatible with
long-term forestry, the interests of Indian tribes, and other resource
management goals.

2. Promoting Forest Management

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources regulates forestry through the
Forest Practices Act. If the forest practice is associated with a conversion from forestry
to another use on the property, such as development, the ((c))County has jurisdiction,

and the (( ))County s development regulatlons must be followed (Onraratproperties;
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2320

2321 R-632)) R-730 King County should continue to work with all affected parties and
2322 the Washington State Department of Natural Resources to improve the
2323 clarity of jurisdictional responsibilities for proposed timber harvests
2324 and associated enforcement of forest practice regulations ((in-theRural
2325 Area)), and to ensure that landowners comply with county regulations
2326 when they are converting portions of a site to a non-forest use.
2327 ((Harvestingof forest tands-for-the purpose-of convertingtonon-forest
2328 uses-shallmeet-all-applicablecounty standards-forclearing-and-critical
2329 areas —management,—and—the loss—of carbon—sequestration—capacity
2330 resulting—from—such—forest—conversions—should—be—fully mitigated:
2331 tandowners—opting—to—conduct—forest management—activities—under
2332 state—approved—forestpractices—permits—should—be—restricted—from
2333 developingthose—areasfor non-resourcepurposes—for-six-years—from
2334 the—date—of forest—practice —approval— Recognizing—that—some
2335 landowners-combine-the-development-of aresidence-or-an-agricultural
2336 activity-on-aportion-of the property-with-tong-term-forestry on-therest;
2337 the—county should-provideflexibility-in—its regulations-to-address-the
2338 residential-development-and-agricultural-activity differently fromthe
2339 forestmanagement:

2340

2341 R-633))R-731 King County should ensure that regulations applying to forest
2342 practices do not discourage forest management on properties in
2343 long-term forestry((—Forestry should-be regulated-consistent-with-best
2344 management-practicesin)) use, consistent with the Forest Practices Act.
2345 The ((c))County should work to simplify its regulatory processes related
2346 to forest management.

2347

2348  ((R-634—King—Countyshould-promotepublic understanding—of-the-benefitsof
2349 commerciattimberproduction-and-encourage the-use-of focalwood:
2350

2351  King—County—has—worked—with—state,federat—and—private fandowners—on—muttiparty
2352  resourceptans,—such—as—theMiddteFork—Snoquatmie—Ptan,—the—ptan—for Ratttesnake
2353  Ridge,—and—numerous—watershed—ptanning—efforts—Fhere—witt—continue—to—be
2354 tres—for— ) . o : ; .
2355  improvedresourcemanagementand-conservation:

2356

2357 R-635—Working—with—public-and privateforest fand-managers;, King—County
2358 shall-encourage—tong-term—forestproductivity—and-the—protection—of
2359 fand—and—water—resources—by participating—in—collaborative; mutti-
2360 ownership-planning-efforts:

2361

2362 R-636)) R-732 King County promotes forest management that achieves long-term
2363 forest health; protection of watersheds, critical areas and habitat to
2364 support fish and wildlife populations; protection of threatened and
2365 endangered species; management of stormwater runoff and associated
2366 pollutants; conservation and economic viability of working forests;
2367 wildfire risk reduction; recreation; carbon storage and sequestration
2368 ((and—reduction—in—greenhouse—gas—emissions)); and adaptation to
2369 climate change.

2370

2371

2372

2373

2374

2375

2376

2377
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R-638)) R-733 King County shall encourage the development of private/public
partnerships that provide incentives for landowners to practice
innovative, fish-friendly forestry and that can help ensure retention of
the forest resource land base in perpetuity.

R-639))R-734 King County encourages the use of recycled, organic-based soil
amendments, such as biosolids, and fertilizers in forest ecosystems,
which can help reduce erosion and sedimentation into streams,
increase water-holding capacity of soils, stimulate the growth of trees
and other vegetation, capture carbon, and enhance fish and wildlife
habitat. King County shall work with the general public, ((and)) private
and public forestland owners, and scientists to encourage the safe,
selective, and appropriate use of these materials for ecosystem
enhancement and restoration.
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3. Wildfire Risk Reduction

King County’s extensive forest lands provide a wide range of economic and ecological
benefits. Under the right conditions, however, these same forests are also vulnerable to
wildfire and post-wildfire debris flows and floods, creating potentially significant risks for
communities in the wildland-urban interface.

Climate change is increasing the potential for wildfire in western Washington. Warmer
seasonal temperatures and drier summers create conditions more favorable for wildfire
for longer periods of time. Climate change may also lead to changes in insect and
pathogens that can leave forests more vulnerable to drought and fire. The potential for
large, fast-moving fires is greatest when these conditions coincide with strong east wind
events. The potential for fast-moving debris flows and floods is high after a wildfire has
occurred, reducing soil infiltration, and increasing risks for more overland surface water
flow during a rainfall event. Population growth and development in areas within and in
proximity to forested areas (the wildland-urban interface) are also important factors
increasing the potential for wildfire in western Washington, as well as the human and
economic costs of wildfire.

Promoting Forest Resilience

Forests with a diversity of tree species (conifer, deciduous, mixed-species) and
development stages (young, mid-age, mature/old-growth) are more resilient to
disturbances such as wildfire and have greater capacity to maintain and recover
ecological functions following disturbance. Forests with species and structural diversity
also provide important ecosystem and community benefits such as habitat for fish and
wildlife, improved air and water quality, carbon sequestration, recreation opportunities,
and cultural resources. Proactive steps that support forest diversity include retaining
larger trees that are more fire resistant, managing forests to promote a broad range of
native tree species, planting trees sourced from a wider range of seed zones, managing
density, and reducing invasive species.

((R-641)) R-735 King County ((should)) shall consider climate change impacts and
take steps to |mprove forest health ((and—resiﬁente—to—chmate—change

wildfire resilience on County-owned forest lands.

Reducing Risk in the Wildland-Urban Interface

Wildland-urban interface areas include Vashon-Maury Island and areas of east King
County, such as in the Four Creeks/Tiger Mountain, Snogualmie Valley/Northeast King
County, and Greater Maple Valley/Cedar River Community Service Areas.

Proactive steps that can benefit wildfire risk reduction in the wildland-urban interface
include outreach and technical assistance to forest landowners and residents on best
management practices for reducing wildfire risk; developing wildfire preparedness,
response, and recovery plans; controlling for invasive species that can act as an
accelerant for fire; evacuation planning; and building strong partnerships that support
effective planning and response. Vegetation management around homes and critical
infrastructure is also an important tool for reducing risk and should be pursued in ways
that avoid impacts to critical areas.

R-736 King County shall take steps to plan for and reduce wildfire risk in the
wildland-urban interface in unincorporated King County including

wildfire risk assessment and planning, amending codes to align with
best practices for wildfire risk reduction, and public education.
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R-737 King County shall encourage wildfire preparedness, including wildfire
risk assessment and planning, in cities and towns located in the

wildland-urban interface in King County.
((R-637)) R-738 King County ((should)) shall ((encourage-communityfire planningso

that)) make residents ((are)) aware of the dangers of forest fires and
encourage them to take steps to make their properties less vulnerable.
(Ki .

¢ . ¢ healtt fred he risk-of-wildfire.))

R-739 King County wildfire risk reduction activities shall prioritize the needs
of residents whose ability to prepare for, respond to, and recover from
wildfire impacts may be limited by income, health, mobility, or other
disparities.

R-740 King County should adopt regulations that do not require permits for
vegetation management in areas outside of critical areas and their
buffers if implementing approved best management practices for
wildfire risk reduction or as included within an approved forest

stewardship plan that includes wildfire best management practices.

Regional Collaboration on Wildfire Risk Reduction

Wildfire risk reduction benefits from ongoing opportunities to leverage resources and
partnerships that support action around shared priorities and promote learning
between organizations and subject matter experts. Partners includes local planners,
first responders, natural resource managers, emergency management officials, and
researchers.

Collaboration with small forest landowners and residents is also important. King County
works in partnership with King Conservation District and Washington State University
Extension Forestry to provide technical assistance to small forest landowners and
residents related to wildfire mitigation. This includes providing education and technical
training about forest management, working with forest landowners to develop and
implement forest stewardship plans that account for climate change and wildfire risk,
increasing access to cost-share programs that incentivize forest management, and
hosting neighborhood-based workshops focused on identifying and acting on wildfire
risks and community wildfire planning.

((R-640)) R-741 King County ((should—continue—to)) shall collaborate with key
partners, such as Indian tribes, the University of Washington,
Washington State University including Extension, state and federal
agencies, cities, first responders, and ((forest)) landowners, ((to)) on
activities that improve forest resilience and reduce wildfire risks,
including the following:

a. ((monitor)) Monitoring and ((evaluate)) evaluating impacts of
climate change on forests and wildfire potential in King County;

b. Promoting species and structural diversity within and across forest
stands in King County;

c. Providing educational and technical assistance for small forest
landowners;

d. Leveraging partnerships to increase funding for landowner

incentive cost-share programs;
e. Expanding and enhancing opportunities for building public

awareness _and promoting shared learning about wildfire
preparedness and risk reduction in King County;

f. Reducing landslide and flooding risks resulting from wildfire
damage and associated impacts;

g. Supporting the recovery of natural systems and communities
affected by wildfire; and
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h. Encouraging research on and development of fire suppression
methods that have less negative impact on the environment.

B:))C.  Agriculture

Land suitable for farming is an irreplaceable natural resource. Agricultural lands and
farming provide many benefits to the residents of King County, including a connection
to its cultural heritage, fresh local foods, and a diverse economy. In ((2642)) 2017,
farmers in King County produced over (($t26)) $135 million in agricultural sales.
Farmlands are an intrinsic component of the varied open space landscape of the region.
Farmland provides scenic vistas and low-density separation between rural communities.
Many farms in the county include an educational experience through U-Pick operations,
harvest tours, and demonstrations of agricultural practices. Agricultural lands also
provide environmental benefits, including the temporary storage and conveyance of
floodwaters, habitat for birds and other wildlife, large areas without impervious surfaces,
and opportunities for providing riparian vegetation along rivers and streams. Farming
and growing food is also an essential source of fresh food for communities across the
county that supports resilience, healthy eating, and cultural identity.

This section focuses on the ((c))County’s efforts to maintain and enhance commercial
agriculture for the value of local produce, dairy products, specialty horticultural and
energy crops, keeping livestock, and for scenic and historic values. To meet the Growth
Management Act requirement to maintain and enhance agriculture, a variety of
methods and programs continue to be necessary.
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The Local Food Initiative((‘*sproductiontargets—are—toadd4066net mewacresin—food
production—and—25—newfood—farmers—per—yearover—thenext—ten—years)) includes
strategies and actions to increase land in food production and support the development
of new farmers. Success ((inmeeting-thetargets)) will require protection of existing
farmland, keeping it farmed, addressing problems that impair farming, and enhancing
programs that provide technical assistance to farmers and expand markets for local farm
products. To ((meet-thistarget)) support these goals, the County should also pursue
feasible opportunities to return formerly farmed land into production(;—such—as—the

). In advancing this initiative, King County ((witl))
encourages ((B))best ((M))management ((P))practices and sustainable farming activities
and ((wilt)) prioritizes farming operations that have minimal adverse impacts on the
environment.

1. Protecting Agricultural Lands

(1979, votersapproved-a $50-mitttonbattot measuretoprotectfarmtand-threatened

measturen-thenation—to—protect-farmtand-in—a—metropotitanarea— By purchasingthe
devetopment—rights,—t))The Farmland Preservation Program purchases development
rights to keep((s)) farmland open and available through covenants that restrict
development and limit the uses of the property to agriculture and open space. The
covenants remain with the land in perpetuity, so the land is protected regardless of
ownership. Under the Farmland Preservation Program, the ((c))County holds the
development rights in trust while the land remains in private ownership. By law, the
((e))County cannot sell or remove its interest in Farmland Preservation Program lands,
with the exception of conveying public road or utility easements. ((

»75, the county app Owdlf addth =$3m OF © tle purchase of additiona

theprogramwith—a—variety of grant-funding—and—useof theFransferof Bevetopment
Rights—Prograrm:)) To date, the Farmland Preservation Program and Transfer of
Development Rights Program ((has)) have succeeded in preserving more than ((+4;660))
16,000 acres of farmland.
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((R-642)) R-742 King County shall continue to implement the objectives of the

Farmland Preservation Program. Protection of property purchased
under the Farmland Preservation Program shall be a high priority when
balancing conflicting interests such as locating transportation, active
recreation, utility facilities, or other uses that could have an adverse

impact on farm operations. ((King—€ountyshall-use—theTFransfer—of

1t
LUTPTdriee areriretessdly.

R-642a)) R-743 King County should develop a long((-))-term strategy for financing
protection of sufficient farmland to significantly expand and retain food
production, including improving the farmability of protected farmland,
and ensuring that the easements are well((-))managed for the
long((=))term.

((R=642b)) R-744 ((Farmers—conducting-workon-property)) Properties on which King

County owns a Farmland Preservation Program easement, or ((farmers

leasing—properties—owned—by—King)) that the County leases for

agricultural purposes, should be limited to predominantly agricultural
activities and agricultural((-supportive-activities)) support services.

Agriculture is most productive in agricultural communities where neighbors support
agriculture, where parcels are large enough for commercial agriculture and where
labor, supplies, and markets for farm products are available. King County's farm soils
and most profitable farms are usually found in contiguous blocks with few

nonagricultural uses. (1985 —King—County —establisthed—AgricutturatProduction

The Agricultural Production Districts, shown on the Agriculture and Forest Lands Map in
this chapter, present the least number of land use conflicts for agriculture, contain
agricultural support ((activities)) services, and provide the best environment for farming
in King County. The five Agricultural Production Districts are Sammamish Valley,
Snoqualmie Valley, Lower Green River Valley, Upper Green River Valley, and Enumclaw
Plateau. Most of the farmlands preserved under the Farmland Preservation Program are
found in these Agricultural Production Districts.

((R-643)) R-745 Agricultural Production Districts ((are)) shall be blocks of
contiguous farmlands where agriculture is supported through the
protection of agricultural soils and related support services and
activities. King County should use ((R))roads and natural features
((are)) as appropriate boundaries for Agricultural Production Districts to
reduce the possibility of conflicts with adjacent land uses.

((R-644)) R-746 King County should continue to seek funding and purchase
additional development rights to farmland in the Agricultural
Production Districts.

[ ] (D (| | | H H | |
((LIVUbtUbI&, Udity armu Tatge=stdic COTTITTIETUId TOW=CLTOUD UPUIdtIUIIb reyqune argec pPdrcers
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R-645)) R-747 All parcels within the boundaries of an Agricultural Production
District ((should)) shall be zoned Agricultural, either A-10 or A-35. In
order for ((R-646—I:andrw1thm—Agncultural—Product|on—B|stntts
should—remain—in)) parcels to remain large enough for commercial
agriculture((-—A)),_ a maximum residential density of one home per 35
acres shall be applied where the predominant lot size of agricultural-

zoned parcels in the surrounding area is 35 acres or larger, and a
maximum residential density of one home per 10 acres shall be applied

where the predominant lot size of agricultural-zoned parcels in the
surrounding area is smaller than 35 acres.

((R=647)) R-748 Agriculture ((should-be)) shall remain the ((principal)) predominant
land use in ((the)) any Agricultural Production District((s)). Permanent
new construction within districts shall be sited to prevent conflicts with
commercial farming or other agricultural uses, and nonagricultural uses
shall be limited. New development shall not disrupt agriculture
operations and shall have a scale compatible with an active farming
district.

((R-648)) R-749 On-site housing for farm employees shall be allowed where this
can be accomplished without unnecessarily removing land from
agricultural use or conflicting with other public interests. King County
should address the regulatory constraints that make it difficult for
farmers to offer housing for farm employees.

Fish, Farm, Flood

The river valleys in King County are ((criticattocations)) important natural resource areas
for agriculture, salmon habitat, and natural floodplain processes. In compliance with the
((g))Growth ((m))Management Act, portions of several of these valleys were designated

as Agricultural Production Districts to protect ((the—diminishing—farmtand)) land for
long-term commercial ((agricultore)) agricultural uses, ((thereby—preventing—their
. : 4 X ) ) )

woutd-require—expensive—ftood-riskreduction—projects)) including the highest quality

soils for food production, and to limit conversion of the land uses to those that would be
incompatible with viable, long-term, commercial agriculture. Many areas of farmland
within Agricultural Production Districts are: located on a geologically active landscapes;
below upland creeks and streams; on or adjacent to an alluvial fan; and/or within
floodplains, floodways, or other low-lying areas. Because of this, the ability to manage
drainage and infrastructure to support farming is an important aspect of retaining
farmable land and supporting continued agricultural uses within the Agricultural
Production Districts. Management in these areas requires consideration of not only
current, but future impacts to agricultural use, geological processes, and stream
function and values essential to fish passage and spawning.

The same geography covered by Agricultural Production Districts also provides salmon
habitat restoration opportunities of importance to King County, Indian tribes, and other
regional partners. Some of both the highest-quality ((of)) and most-degraded salmon
habitat in King County is ((found-within)) in_and adjacent to rivers and streams flowing

through the Agricultural Produc’uon Districts. ((Asaresuttoffederatistingof-Chinook
X o i ) . 9 . ) )
L . . ) : y A
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of-floodptain—processes:)) Klnq Countv continues to work dlllqentlv to restore habltat

and advance recovery of depleted salmon stocks, and strives to protect and enhance
fish stocks, ecological functions and aquatic habitat in all county waterbodies and
floodplain areas, including in floodplains, rivers, streams, and wetlands in Agricultural
Production Districts. Furthermore, King County continues to work toward recovery of all
salmonid species given the nexus of salmonid populations and honoring and sustaining
the rights held by Indian tribes as sovereign trustees for fish, wildlife, and other aquatic
resources, and by the State of Washington.

AgricutturatProduction—DBistricts:))  Some of King County’s Agricultural Production

Districts have vast areas of designated and mapped floodways and 100-year
floodplains. King County is committed to restoring floodplain processes and mitigating
flood risks to ensure human health and protect public safety, reducing the risk of
property damage, maintaining critical infrastructure supporting residents and
businesses, restoring salmon habitat, and reducing public and private economic
impacts of flood events. As climate change results in more-frequent and more-
damaging floods, agriculture businesses and homes will need increased support for
home and agricultural building elevations. Maintaining land use rules that prevent
conversions of agricultural land to other uses other than habitat restoration or flood
protection will have a co-benefit of limiting new development that may be at increased
risk of damage from floods and alluvial fan hazards.

King County supports ongoing viability of agriculture, restoration, and enhancement of
salmon habitat, and actions to reduce flood risks and enhance ecological functions of
floodplains, all of which combine to create a resilient landscape in the face of climate
change and pressures of population growth. However, because current or proposed
land uses supporting one goal may affect advancement of other goals, decision-making
about the size and location of habitat and floodplain restoration and agricultural
infrastructure projects can be challenging. The 2012 Comprehensive Plan update
added policy R-((658))753 that directed the County to ((convene—a—coltaborative
watershed—planning—process)) develop an approach to improving and balancing the
interests of agricultural production, ecological function and habitat quality for salmon,
and flood risk reduction and floodplain restoration within each of the Agricultural
Production Districts. In response, ((F))the County ((choosetostarttheprocessin)) and
partners piloted a planmnq effor‘c focused on the Snoqualmle VaIIey Agr|cu|tural
Productlon D|str|ct( - = - . k s - :

riskreduction—and-floodptainrestoration)) bv convening the Snoqualmle Vallev Fish,

Farm, and Flood Advisory Committee with the goal of understanding context and
improving balance in King County’s work to advance multiple objectives. As a result of
the ongoing efforts of the Snoqualmie farm, fish, flood process, the County has begun
to operationalize recommendations, including recommendations for a revised
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administrative process for reviewing proposed County project and programmatic
actions in locations where agriculture, fish habitat, and floodplains intersect.

taskforces)) The revised administrative review process will occur in a watershed context
by considering information from a variety of sources, including the following four task
forces convened based on recommendations of the Snoqgualmie fish, farm, flood effort:

e Buffers Task Force((;with—thegoat-ofdevetoping—a—science-basedripariantbuffer
Dictri 9 . 9y . X =) Fg . ‘

NN . N ‘ S . A
ProductionBistrict)) and Buffers Implementation Task Force, created to evaluate

use of King County funds to implement voluntary, science-based, variable-width
riparian plantings.

e Snoqualmie Valley Agricultural Production District Strategic Plan Task Force((;-with
the—goatof)),_created to consider strategies to ((improving)) improve the long-term
productivity of farmland, bring more acres into production, especially food
production, and ((imcreasing)) increase opportunities for farmers to develop the
necessary infrastructure to support or increase their farm businesses in_the
Snogualmie Valley Aqncultural Production District. ((Fhistaskforcewittconductan

ntended—to—assure—tnitiatareasof focusfor-the—taskforce—nctude:)),_created to

evaluate and recommend improvements to regulations to promote a viable
agricultural economy and maintain and enhance habitat protection and healthy

ecosystems.

o ((Drai . . . L
) . . . . . ‘ f
fretds:
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While these task forces were developed with a specific focus on the Snoqualmie
Agricultural Production District, the lessons learned have helped to inform principles
that quide how the County strives toward achieving multiple benefits through projects
and programmatic action implemented in other Agricultural Production Districts and all
areas of unincorporated King County where agriculture, salmon habitat, and floodplains

converge.

Using recommendations from the Snoqualmie Valley Fish, Farm, and Flood Advisory
Committee, King County has revised the process for reviewing projects in a watershed
context, which is described in revised policy R-753. This process will apply to habitat
and flood projects sponsored by the Water and Land Resources Division in all
Agricultural Production Districts. Revised policy R-753 outlines the minimum required
elements of an administrative review process for habitat and floodplain restoration
capital projects and programs sponsored by the King County water and land resources
division where fish, farm, and flood interests intersect.

Policies in this section also reflect the importance of facilitating County-sponsored
infrastructure (such as home elevations, barn elevations, and farm pads) and drainage
improvement projects (including Agricultural Drainage Improvement Program or
"ADAP" projects; Integrated Drainage Program projects, such as culverts, flap gates, and
pumps; and projects on non-ADAP-eligible waterway projects) on privately owned
farmland to support continued long-term commercial agricultural uses within
Agricultural Production Districts, and the review process may also be conducted for
projects sponsored by entities other than the Water and Land Resources Division.

The Snoqualmie Valley Fish, Farm, and Flood Advisory Committee process and
associated planning work has been instrumental in King County and partners learning
how to balance needs of agriculture, salmon recovery, and floodplain management in a
collaborative manner considering watershed context in ways that are directly applicable
to other Agricultural Production Districts. As a result, the original goal - of
implementing targeted planning efforts in all Agricultural Production Districts - is no
longer necessary. However, King County will continue to support the Snoqualmie Valley
Fish, Farm, and Flood Advisory Committee until the level of progress envisioned at the
formation of the committee is substantially complete, and King County will consider
supporting similar collaborative efforts in other geographies when residents and
partners request a localized planning effort, where appropriate.

((R-649)) R-750 King County, through implementation of projects and programs,

shall ensure sufficient land within Agricultural Production Districts
remains available to support long-term viability of commercial

agriculture and that its programmatic and project actions support the
maintenance or improvement of drainage and other agricultural

support infrastructure. To the maximum extent feasible, King County
should tailor measures to protect threatened or endangered species to

support continued operation of working farms within the Agricultural
Production Districts and should strive for outcomes consistent with

goals King County may establish for optimal area of productive
agricultural lands within the Agricultural Production Districts.
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2940 R-751 King County shall complete a collaborative process to:

2941 a. Determine minimum acreage targets for agricultural lands and for
2942 floodplain and riparian habitat project area in the Snoqualmie
2943 Valley Agricultural Production District, including consideration of
2944 climate change; and

2945 b. Develop a tracking system for the amount of agricultural land used.
2946

2947 R-752 ((Agriculture must—remain—the—predominant—use—in—any Agricultural
2948 ProductionDistrict-and)) ((a))Aquatic habitat projects, ((or)) floodplain
2949 restoration projects, ((as—well—as;)) and ((King—€ounty)) mitigation
2950 reserves program projects shall not reduce the ability to farm in the
2951 Agricultural Production District.  Therefore, ((untit—the—county
2952 implements-the-watershed-planning-process-described-in R-650;)) such
2953 projects are allowed only when supported by owners of the land where
2954 the proposed project is to be sited. Criteria to be considered:

2955 a. For a project proposed to be sited on lands that are unsuitable for
2956 direct agricultural production purposes, such as portions of
2957 property that have not historically been farmed due to soil
2958 conditions or frequent flooding, and which cannot be returned to
2959 productivity by drainage maintenance, or

2960 b. For a project proposed to be sited on lands suitable for direct
2961 agricultural production:

2962 (1) there are no unsuitable lands available that meet the technical
2963 or locational needs of the proposed project, and

2964 (2) the project is included in, or consistent with, an approved
2965 Water Resources Inventory Area Salmon Recovery Plan, Farm
2966 Management Plan, Flood Hazard Management Plan or other
2967 similar watershed scale plan; or the project would not reduce
2968 the baseline agricultural productivity within the Agricultural
2969 Production District.

2970

2971 ((R-650)) R-753 ((Aquatic—habitat—restoration—projects; —floodplain—restoration
2972 projects-and-projects-under King-County's mitigationreserves program
2973 in—an—Agricultural ProductionDistrict—shall-be—evaluated-through—a
2974 coltaborative-watershed-planningprocess-with-the-goal-of maintaining
2975 and-improving-agricultural-viability, improving-ecological-function-and
2976 habitat—quality;, —and—restoring—floodplains—through—integrated;
2977 watershed-wide—strategies—A-watershed—planning—process—shalt-be
2978 established—for—an—agricultural- production—districtbecause—of—the
2979 number-of-potential restoration-projects-and-shalt:

2980 a—ensure—that—agricultural—viability in—the—Agricultural Production
2981 District—is not-reduced—as—theresultof actions—taken—and—that
2982 agriculture—remains—the—predominant—use—in—the—agriculturat
2983 production-district;

2984 b-—evaluate—and-recommend-actions—at-all-scales-acrossthe—affected
2985 watershed-tomaintain—-and-improve—agricultural-viability, restore
2986 ecological-functions—and—aquatic-habitat-and-restore—floodptains;
2987 including-voluntary-actions-taken-bytandowners;

2988 c—bea—collaborative—effort-among-affectedtand-owners;—interested
2989 stakeholders;-andKing-€County-and-shalt-be-updated-on-aperiodic
2990 basis;-and

2991 d—identify-and-recommend-actions-that King-€ounty should-takeor
2992 ensure—aretaken—tomaintain-and-improveagricultural-viability-in
2993 the—Agricultural ProductionDistrict-and—address—any—impacts—to
2994 agriculture—from—aquatic—habitat restoration—projects;,—floodplain
2995 restoration—projects—and—projects-under King—County’s mitigation
2996 reserves—program—constructed—in—the—Agricultural—Production
2997 District.))

2998 King County shall administer a collaborative review process
2999 considering watershed context for County-sponsored habitat or
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3000 floodplain restoration projects that may result in reducing the amount
3001 of land available for farming, and for County-sponsored agricultural
3002 drainage improvement projects or other County-sponsored land-based
3003 agriculture infrastructure projects that may affect habitat or floodplain
3004 function, in Agricultural Production Districts. The review process shall
3005 be administered by the Water and Land Resources Division and strive
3006 for balance in outcomes that achieve co-equal goals of maintaining and
3007 improving suitability of land for agricultural productivity, increasing
3008 habitat quality, and restoring floodplains and ecological function. The
3009 review process should:

3010 a. Occur early in the planning process for projects, and at regular
3011 intervals for ongoing programs;

3012 b. Consider guidance from relevant plans relating to agriculture,
3013 salmon recovery, and floodplain management;

3014 c. Consider efforts for advancing multiple resource interests;

3015 d. Track on-the-ground changes in land cover relative to acreage
3016 targets for farmland and habitat restoration areas, focused on
3017 impacts to agricultural lands and fish populations;

3018 e. Consider input and recommendations resulting from engagement
3019 and mput from external pa rtners and sub|ect matter experts, and
3020 d add

3021 process.

3022

3023 The review process may also be offered for projects and programs
3024 sponsored by King County agencies aside from the Water and Land
3025 Resources Division and/or for projects and programs sponsored by
3026 external entities.

3027

3028 ((R-656a)) R-754 ((The-SnoqualmieValley-Agricultural- Production District-is-thefirst
3029 Agricultural Production District to-undergo-a-watershedplanning-effort
3030 calted-forin R-650—King-County shallimpltement-the recommendations
3031 of-theSnoqualmieFish; Farm—andFlood-Advisory - €Committee—The
3032 recommendations-of-thetask forces-and-other-actions-identified-in-the
3033 final-Advisory-Committee Report-and-Recommendations-will-form-the
3034 basis-fora-watershedplanning-approach-to-balancefish; farm-and-flood
3035 interests-across-the-Snoqualmie-Valley-Agricultural-Production District
3036 and—an—agreement—on—protecting—a—defined number—of—acres—of
3037 agriculturaHand.—TFhe-Advisory-Committee; or-a-successor committee;
3038 wittk-monitor-progress-of-the-task forces-and-will reconvene-toevaluate
3039 the—watershedplanning—approach—tobalancing-interests—prior-to-the
3040 next—Comprehensive—Plan—update-——Fhe—policy —issues—and
3041 recommendations—outlined—in—the—Snoqualmie—Fish,—Farm;—Flood
3042 Advisory-€Committee Report-and-Recommendations-are-targely specific
3043 to-the-SnoqualmieValley-and-are notiintended-to-beapplied-broadly-in
3044 other Agricultural Production Districts: Future Fish, Farm, Flood-efforts
3045 ” et I Aqricul I Producti Distri " ;
3046 through—their own—processes—to—identify barriers—to—success—for—all
3047 stakeholders-in-these geographic-areas—R-649—continues-to-apply to
3048 the—S tmie—Valt Agricultural—Producti District it
3049 watershed—planning—effort outlined—in—the—Fish, Farm—and—Flood
3050 recommendations-is complete-—Apolicy reflecting the outcomeof this
3051 effort-shall-be—included-in—the next-eight-yearupdate:))_The County
3052 shall, to the maximum extent feasible, continue to support the
3053 Snoqualmie Valley Agricultural Production District fish, farm, flood
3054 effort.

3055

3056 R-755 The County shall continue to document and consider the lessons
3057 learned from the Snoqualmie Valley Agricultural Production District
3058 fish, farm, flood effort to guide and refine the collaborative planning
3059 and review processes in a watershed context for projects and programs
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in other geographies, with the co-equal goals of balancing farm, fish,
and flood interests where farms, fish habitat, and floodplains overlap,

as well as strategies for avoiding, minimizing, and mitigating losses of
farmable land, floodplain functions, and habitat functions. The County

should support planning efforts similar to the Snoqualmie Valley Fish,
Farm, and Flood Advisory Committee in other geographies if and when
the County and partners choose to pursue such efforts or if acute
tensions among various interests arise in a particular Agricultural

Production District or other area of the county.

agricutture—tand—and—urban—separator:)) Each of the ((other)) Agricultural Production
Districts and some Farmland Preservation Program lands outside of Agricultural
Production Districts ((atso)) share boundaries with cities. The challenges to agriculture
from urban development include alterations to hydrology that result in flooded fields,
increased traffic that interferes with farm vehicles on roads, increased lighting at night,
complaints from urban neighbors about farm operations, and high land prices. The
benefits of being located near urban areas include access to urban markets and
consumers and increased recognition and appreciation of locally produced goods.

((R=652)) R-756 King County commits to preserve Agricultural Production District
parcels in or near the Urban Growth Area because of their high
production capabilities, their proximity to markets, and their value as
open space. King County should work with cities adjacent to or near
Agricultural Production Districts to minimize the operational and
environmental impacts of urban development and public facilities and
infrastructure on farming and farmland, and to promote activities, such
as Farmers Markets and agriculture processing businesses, that benefit
both the cities and the farms by improving access to locally grown
agricultural products.

((R-653)) R-757 The Lower Green River Agricultural Production District is a
regionally designated resource that ((is—to)) shall remain in
unincorporated King County except as allowed in Policies R-760, R-
761, and R-762. The Lower Green River Agricultural Production District
functions as an urban separator between the cities of Kent and Auburn.
King County may contract with other jurisdictions to provide some local
services to this area as appropriate.

R-654)) R-758 Active recreation((al)) facilities should not be located within
Agricultural Production Districts. When new parks, natural areas, or
trails are planned for areas within or adjacent to Agricultural

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-57



3118
3119
3120
3121
3122
3123
3124
3125
3126
3127
3128
3129
3130
3131
3132
3133
3134
3135
3136
3137
3138
3139
3140
3141
3142
3143
3144
3145
3146
3147
3148
3149
3150
3151
3152
3153
3154
3155
3156
3157
3158
3159
3160
3161
3162
3163
3164
3165
3166
3167
3168
3169
3170
3171
3172
3173
3174
3175
3176
3177

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

Production Districts, King County should work with farmers to minimize
impacts to farmland and agricultural operations.

R-655)) R-759 Public services and utilities provided by King County and other

entities within and adjacent to Agricultural Production Districts shall be

designed to support agriculture and minimize significant adverse

impacts on agriculture and to maintain total farmland acreage and the
area’'s historic agricultural character:

a. ((Whenever-feasible;-w))Water lines, sewer lines, and other public
facilities should avoid crossing Agricultural Production Districts.
Installation should be timed to minimize negative impacts on
seasonal agricultural practices;

b. Road projects planned for the Agricultural Production Districts,
including additional roads or the widening of roads, should be
limited to those that are needed for safety or infrastructure
preservation and that benefit agricultural uses. ((Wherepossible;
a))Arterials should be routed around the Agricultural Production
Districts. Roads that cross Agricultural Production Districts should
be aligned, designed, signed, and maintained to minimize negative
impacts on agriculture, and to support farm traffic; ((and))

c. In cases when King County concludes that regional public
infrastructure projects cannot be located outside of, and must
intrude into, Agricultural Production Districts, the County shall
ensure that the infrastructure be built and located to minimize
disruption of agricultural activity, and shall establish agreements
with the relevant jurisdictions or agencies((:)); and

d. If ((publicservices-and-utilities)) infrastructure projects reduce total
acreage in the Agricultural Production District, mitigation shall
follow the criteria established in policy R-((656a))761.

((R-656)) R-760 King County may allow lands to be removed from the Agricultural

Production Districts only when it can be demonstrated that:

a.1. Removal of the land will not diminish the productivity of prime
agricultural soils or the effectiveness of farming within the local
Agricultural Production District boundaries; and
((b:)) 2. The land is determined to be no longer suitable for

agricultural purposes; or

((c:)) b. The land is needed for public services or utilities as described in

policy R-((655))759.

((R-656a)) R-761 King County may only approve the removal of land from the
Agricultural Production District if it is, concurrently with_or in advance
of removal of the land from the Agricultural Production District,
mitigated through the replacement of agricultural land abutting the
same Agricultural Production District that is, at a minimum, comparable
in size, soil quality, and agricultural value. As alternative mitigation,
the County may approve a combination of acquisition and restoration
totaling three acres for every one acre removed as follows:

a. A minimum of one acre ((must)) shall be added into another
Agricultural Production District for every acre removed; and
b. Up to two acres of unfarmed land in the same Agricultural
Production District from which land is removed shall be restored
for every acre removed.
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R-762 Replacement land required under R-761 may be acquired and added to
the Agricultural Production District in advance of removal as follows:
a. The mitigation is for a public agency or utility project consistent
with R-759;
b. Property proposed to be added to the Agricultural Production

District is approved by the Department of Natural Resources and
Parks to ensure compliance with 761;

c. The subsequent map amendment to remove the Agricultural
Production District land identifies the previously added land being

used for mitigation; and
d. The Department of Natural Resources and Parks tracks the acreage

of advance additions of replacement land and subsequent
removals to ensure that the requirements of R-761 are met.

2. Sustaining Agriculture and Farming

Farmers, especially new and beginning, have limited resources to access land and
financing to begin production. Furthermore, all King County farmers, regardless of size
and years of farming, have a great need for information on marketing and production
strategies required to operate their farming businesses. The Local Food Initiative
((seeksto)) prowdes th|s |nformat|on and assmtance((—U—nd-e*r—the—tota-l—Food—Fm"tiaﬁve

coordinated)) by coord|nat|ng economic development efforts by dlfferent (e ))County
agenaes and partner organlzatlons that serve. farmers.  ((Fhe—team—wiltt—provide

I 1

((R=657)) R-763 King County shall work with ((and-provide-support-to)) Washington

State University Extension and other technical service providers for
((its)) their research and education programs that assist small-scale
commercial farmers.

((R-658)) R-764 King County shall work with other jurisdictions and non((=))profits
to expand markets for farm products by supporting ((Puget-Sound
Fresh-and-other)) programs that promote local food and connect buyers
with producers.

((R-659)) R-765 King County should work with other jurisdictions, farm advocacy
groups, and others to support ((Farmlink;)) farmer training and other
programs that help new farmers get started, gain access to farmland,
and develop successful marketing methods.

R-660)) R-766 King County should work with other jurisdictions to continue to
provide support to Farmers Markets.

((R-661)) R-767 King County should develop and encourage the use of incentives
((to—encourage)) for food production on prime farmland. These
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incentives could include tax credits, expedited permit review, reduced
permit fees, permit exemptions for activities complying with best
management practices, or similar programs.

R-768 The ((c))County should continue to work with community-based

organizations that can assist farmers who are Black, Indigenous, or
other People of Color, immigrants, ((and-minority-farmers)) refugees,
and other communities that have traditionally experienced ((access))
issues((;)) in gaining access to farmland.

((R-661a)) R-769 To help make more farmland accessible to beginning,

((and)) low -income, historically underinvested, and socially
disadvantaged farmers, King County should expand its leasing of
agricultural land to farmers and community organizations where
appropriate and should encourage private farmland owners to lease
unused land to farmers.

((R=661b)) R-770 King County should expand representation of low income,

((and)) historically underinvested, and socially disadvantaged farmers
and community organizations within King County agricultural
processes, such as the Agriculture Commission, advisory committees,
task forces, and hiring.

R-662)) R-771 Agricultural processing, packing, and direct sales are considered
agricultural activities and should be allowed at a size and scale
appropriate to the zone in which they are operating. King County
((shal)) should work with local and state health departments to

develop regulations supporting these activities and with local
non((=))profits and academic institutions to educate farmers about safe
food processing practices and compliance.

((R-663)) R-772 King County supports the processing and packaging of farm

products from crops and livestock, and ((wilt)) shall continue to work
with farmers, ranchers, cities, neighboring counties, and other
interested parties to address infrastructure and regulatory needs that
promote sales to consumers, institutions, restaurants, and retail
enterprises.

((R-664)) R-773 King County supports innovative technologies to process waste
from dairy and other livestock ((waste)) to reduce nutrients and to
create other products such as energy and compost in areas that have
Agriculture and Rural Area land use designations.
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R-665)) R-774 King County should develop incentives that support local food
production and processing to increase food security; provide a healthy,
affordable local food supply; and reduce energy use.

Agricultural practices modify the natural environment ((in—order)) to produce food or
fiber or maintain livestock for human use. Ideally, practices that maintain the
productivity of the lands also protect environmental quality ((@and)), respect natural
processes such as flooding and channel migration, and help mitigate the impacts of
climate change. Farmers, technical advisors, floodplain managers, and environmental
regulators must work together to understand the relationships between production
practices, environmental protection, public safety, and profitability. ((Fhese—practices;
referred—to—as—b))Best management practices((;)) are designed to prevent erosion,
maintain flood conveyance and flood storage, retain riparian vegetation, avoid stream
bank collapse, properly dispose of animal wastes, safely use and dispose of pesticides
((amd)), prevent excessive stormwater runoff,_capture and reuse methane gas, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and retain access to local food. ((Best—mmamagement

practicesptanmed-—and-imptemented-through—efforts such—as—farmmanagement ptans

R-666)) R-775 King County shall provide incentives, educational programs, and
other methods to encourage agricultural practices and technological
improvements that maintain water quality, protect public health,
protect fish and wildlife habitat, protect historic resources, maintain
flood conveyance and storage, reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
control noxious weeds, ((and)) prevent erosion of valuable agricultural
soils, and increase soil water holding capacity while maintaining the
functions needed for agricultural production.

((frordert))To maintain and operate their farms, farmers need assistance in maintaining
farm viability in the face of increasing urbanization, soil degradation, increased flooding
and water scarcity caused by climate change, and the increased impacts of upslope
development. The maintenance of drainage and irrigation systems is essential for
commercial agriculture to succeed in the county.

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-61



3348
3349
3350
3351
3352
3353
3354
3355
3356
3357
3358
3359
3360
3361
3362
3363
3364
3365
3366
3367
3368
3369
3370
3371
3372
3373
3374
3375
3376
3377
3378
3379
3380
3381
3382
3383
3384
3385
3386
3387
3388
3389
3390
3391
3392
3393
3394
3395
3396
3397
3398
3399
3400
3401
3402
3403
3404
3405
3406

((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

(R-667 Kina—C hatt . it ith ited
review process—and-reduced—fees—for—structures necessary for—farm
operations:

R-668))R-776 King County shall work with federal, state, local, and private
agencies to improve the availability and efficiency of water for
agriculture through use of tools such as: expanding the availability of
recycled water to farms((;)); offering incentives for irrigation
efficiency((;)); and supporting mechanisms for water rights banking and
trading that will give farmers greater certainty for water rights while
protecting instream flows. King County ((will))_shall encourage the
maintenance and preservation of agriculture water rights for
agriculture purposes. Assessments of future surface and groundwater
availability for agriculture should consider projected impacts of climate
change.

((R-668a)) R-777 King County ((will)) shall continue to support drainage
improvements through its Agricultural Drainage Assistance Program
and actively seek new ways to make drainage projects less expensive
and easier to implement and to improve drainage systems across

property lines.

((R=669)) R-778 King County should continue to collaborate with the Washington
State University Extension, the University of Washington, and King
Conservation District to:

a. _((d))Develop information on and analyze the ((likely)) current and
future impacts of climate change on agriculture in King County((;));

b. ((and—to—d))Develop mitigation, resiliency, and adaptation
strategies that are appropriate for King County’s soils and farm
economy((-—Research-should-address)), such as soil management,
use of commercial compost, water storage, irrigation, alternative
crops, integrated pest management, and nutrient management((:
The-information-should-be-made-available-to)); and

c. Share the information and strategies with farmers through
technical assistance programs and farm planning.

((R=669a)) R-779 Farmers leasing King County properties, or conducting work on
((property)) properties on which King County owns a Farmland
Preservation Program easement should use ((A))agricultural ((B))best

((M))management ((P))practices, integrated pest management, and
other sustainable farming methods.

((R-670)) R-780 King County should provide incentives for soil management
practices that reduce greenhouse emissions through its ((A))agricultural
((B))best ((M))management ((P))practices ((€))cost-((S))sharing
((P))program.
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R-672))R-781 King County should work with federal, state, and local jurisdictions
to reduce flood impacts to agricultural operations. The ((c))County
((wilt)) shall continue to investigate the needs of agriculture before,
during, and after flood events, to determine if and how losses can be
reduced, and ((will)) shall use this information in designing its
floodplain policies and regulations.

The high cost of agricultural land continues to be a barrier for many farmers wishing to
locate their farm businesses within King County. The steady rise in agricultural land
values continues to hamper the ability of many potential and current farmers to enter or
expand their operations.

((R=673)) R-782 In addition to enhancing the Farmland Preservation Program, the
((c))County should develop more innovative solutions and incentives to
keep agricultural land affordable and profitable for active farming.

3. Agriculture and the Food System

King County has a year-round growing season, a strong farming tradition and local
farming expertise, and proximity to major markets for local foods and food products.
Many of the policies in the previous section are aimed at helping to overcome obstacles
to successful farming in King County. With that direction and a focus on production of
food, farmlands in King County could be even more instrumental in strengthening the
food system for the benefit of all King County residents.

Agricultural lands, farming practices and activities, and farmers are part of the local and
regional food system. In addition to the growing of food, the food system includes
processing, distribution, food availability, and disposal. As more people move to this
region, King County recognizes the importance of planning for the regional food system
to be more sustainable and resilient.
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3462  farms—Atlthough-itis ot reatisticfor King-County-farms-and-farmers-to-provide-thefult
3463  comptementofrecommended-foods-impubticheatthguidetines,thereis-the-potentiat
3464 . ‘ o . o : : G
3465  threecategories:

3466

3467 R-674)) R-783 King County should work with farmers and ranchers to better
3468 understand the constraints to increased food production in the county
3469 and develop programs that reduce barriers and create incentives to
3470 growing food crops and raising food-producing livestock.

3471

3472 ((R=675)) R-784 King County ((should)) shall prioritize its programs to help build
3473 and support a sustainable, reliable, equitable, and resilient local food
3474 system. King County ((should)) shall strive to ((make)) strengthen the
3475 local food system, ((accessible)) increase accessibly to ((all)) the local
3476 food supply, and strive to make access to the local food system
3477 culturally appropriate by:

3478 a. Expanding leadership and ownership of food production
3479 opportunities to low-income, historically underinvested, and
3480 socially disadvantaged farmers;

3481 b. Making locally grown, healthy, and culturally relevant foods
3482 available to and reflective of King County communities and low-
3483 income, historically underinvested, and socially disadvantaged
3484 farmers; and

3485 c. Supporting low-income, historically underinvested, and socially
3486 disadvantaged populations in efforts to improve equitable food
3487 access and food production goals, including alternative pathways
3488 for farmland access that meet their community's needs.

3489

3490 ((R-676)) R-785 King County should consider adopting procurement policies that
3491 would encourage purchases of locally grown fresh foods.

3492

3493 ((R-677)) R-786 King County should ((

3494 processing-to)) strengthen a sustainable and climate-resilient local food
3495 system and reduce the distance that food must travel from farm to table
3496 by promoting and supporting local food production and local
3497 processing.

3498

3499 ((R-677a)) R-787 King County should continue food waste programs for single
3500 ((family;)) detached residences, ((multifamily)) multiunit residences,
3501 businesses, and institutions, aimed at reducing generation, promoting
3502 donation, and encouraging curbside collection for anaerobic digestion
3503 and composting.

3504

3505 ((R- . . el .

3506 Ig 'IS .||. . ; buitd t inabl I
3507 resilientlocalfood system:

3508

3509  Governmentfunded—food—programs—are—increasingty retying—on—etectronic—cards—for
3510  clientstopurchasefood—Forexamptefoodstamps-have beenreptaced-withetectronic
3511 benefitstransfercards—Grocery storescaneasity adopt new—etectronic-technotogy-to
3512  acceptsuchcards—HtismorechattengingforFarmersMarketstodosoasthemajority of
3513  themareopen=airevents—in—parkingtots—without—access—to—etectricityortetephone
3514  connections—TFoimproveaccessibitity-of FarmersMarkets-fortow-income—shoppers,=
3515  concerted-effort needstobemadetodevetop-the—ability to—easity accept—etectronic
3516  payment—Thiswitthetpmakefresh-food-moreavaitabte totow=-income-shoppersas-wett
3517  asincreasethecustomerbaseforfarmers:

3518
3519 R-678)) R-788 King County should support and collaborate with ((other
3520 organizations—tofurther-the-development-of)) food incentive program
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providers, with food providers, producers, and distributers, and with
community based organizations to further develop and expand

programs that increase ((the-ability-of shoppers-to)) access to affordable
foods and the use of food assistance benefits ((and-the-ability-of farmers
to—accept—electronic—and—other—forms—of payment)) at ((F))farmers

((iv))markets and farm stands.

(E5))D.  Mineral Resources

King County contains many valuable mineral resources, including deposits of sand,
rock, gravel, silica, clay, and metallic ores. Mineral extraction and processing ((these
deposits)) is an important part of King County’s economy, currently providing hundreds
of jobs and producing materials used locally, regionally, and nationally. ((Minerat

Sxtraction atsofas isto chig‘ Eca Ce,. thet tEp °°Ed.ed the petusl orpast

area.

E' - ) ) 5 M A )
mineratresourcetands—and-—plan—appropriately toprotect-therm—tn—doing—so—t))The

County must assure that land uses adjacent to mineral resource lands do not interfere
with the continued use of mineral resource lands in their accustomed manner and in

accordance with best management pract|ces ((Fhepotictesthissectiomexptainthe

The Mineral Resources Map identifies three different types of Mineral Resource Sites -
((B))designated Mineral Resource Sites, Potential Surface Mineral Resources, and
Nonconforming Mineral Resource Sites and Existing Mineral Resource Sites in the Forest
Production District. The sites were identified in the 1994 King County Comprehensive
Plan or in subsequent ((annuat)) updates. Before the Mineral Resources Map is a table
that contains information on each Mineral Resource Site parcel.

Permit)) In addltlon to the de3|gnated Mlneral Resources Sites, the Forest Production
District and Forest (F) zone preserves the opportunity for mineral extraction. Mineral
extraction is a permitted or conditional use in the F zone. Because forestry does not
preclude future mineral extraction, King County considers the Forest Production District
((as)) part of its strategy to conserve mineral resources.
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The Mineral Resources Map also shows Potential Surface Mineral Resource Sites. These
are sites where King County may allow some future surface mining to occur or where
the owner or operator indicates an interest in future mineral extraction. ((FhePotentiat

) Ident|f|cat|on of Potent|a| Surface Mlneral Resources Sites
satisfies the Growth Management Act requirements to not knowingly preclude
opportunities for future mineral extraction and to inform nearby property owners of the
potential for future mineral extraction use of these areas ((in—order)) to prevent or
minimize conflicts.

The Mineral Resources Map also shows Nonconforming Mineral Resources Sites. These
are sites on which some mining operations predated King County zoning regulations
without appropriate zoning or other land use approval. Mining for these sites has not
been authorized through a land use designation or zoning classification. These sites are
shown for informational purposes only. Mining can occur on an identified site only if
mining has been approved as a nonconforming use by the Department of Local
Services - Permitting Division, and mining activities have received all other necessary
permit approvals. Because the sites have not undergone formal review to be
designated on the Land Use Map or zoned for mining, the sites do not have long-term
commercial significance. However, they can continue to serve mineral supply needs.

((R-679)) R-7892 King County shall identify existing and potential mineral extraction
sites on the Mineral Resources Map ((in—order)) to conserve mineral
resources, promote compatibility with nearby land uses, protect
environmental quality, maintain and enhance mineral resource
industries, and serve to notify property owners of the potential for
mineral extraction activities. The County shall identify((:

MineralResourceSite sites consistent with Washington State

Department of Natural Resources mineral resource mapping and in
accordance with the mineral resource lands evaluation and

designation criteria established in Chapter 36.70A Revised Code of
Washington and applicable sections in Washington Administrative
Code.

((R-680)) R-790 King County shall designate as Mining on the ((€Comprehensive
Plan)) Land Use Map those sites that had Potential Mineral (M) zoning
prior to the date of adoption of the 1994 Comprehensive Plan and
those sites that had Mineral zoning as of the date of the adoption of the
2000 King County Comprehensive Plan update.

A Mining designation on the Land Use Map shall not create a
presumption that Mineral zoning will be approved for sites with
Potential Mineral zoning. Potential Mineral zoning shall not be applied
to additional sites.

(M S . . e
Sraextraction s an mtense-operation that may continuetor many years. —viner:
extraction operations cansignice tS:Eg.E.tEEE of bemg rmnedandave impacts
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3634

3635

3636

3637

3638

3639

3640

3641

3642

3643

3644 dll_y >ud| dPPIUVdI.

3645

3646 R-681))R-791 King County may designate additional sites on the
3647 ((EomprehensivePlan)) Land Use Map as Mining only following a site-
3648 specific rezone to Mineral zoning. Upon approval of a rezone to
3649 Mineral zoning, the ((Comprehensive—Plan)) Land Use Map shall be
3650 amended to designate the site as Mining during the next
3651 Comprehensive Plan update. King County should approve applications
3652 for site-specific rezones to Mineral zoning and applications for permits
3653 that would authorize mineral extraction and processing only following
3654 site-specific environmental study((;)) and early and continuous public
3655 notice and comment opportunities, when:

3656 a. The proposed site contains rock, sand, gravel, or other mineral
3657 resources;

3658 b. The proposed site is large enough to confine or mitigate all
3659 operational impacts;

3660 c. The proposal will allow operation with limited conflicts with
3661 adjacent land uses when mitigating measures are applied;

3662 d. The proposal has been evaluated under the State Environmental
3663 Policy Act so that the County may approve, condition, or deny
3664 applications consistent with the County’s substantive State
3665 Environmental Policy Act authority, and ((in—order)) to mitigate
3666 significant adverse environmental impacts((:)); and

3667 e. Roads or rail facilities serving or proposed to serve the site can
3668 safely and adequately handle transport of products and are in close
3669 proximity to the site.

3670

3671 ((Hinge . SN .
3672 the-Mining-fand-usedesignationfrom-the-tand-Use-map-and-the-associated-Potential
3673  SurfaceResource—Minerat-site—designation—from—the—Minerat-ResourcesMap—i-the
sern e ! . e . .

3675  Designated—MineralResources—Site—the—County—shoutd—consider—mew—information
3676  generated—during—the—permit-review—process—to—determine—whether—the—site—s ot
3677  properlydesignated-asmineratresotrce-fand-offong-termcommerciatsignificance; the
3678  desigmation—for—the—site—on—the—Minerat-Resources—Map—shoutd—be—changed—from
3679  Designated—MineratResources—Site—to—Potential-Surface—MineratResource—Site—in
3680 o the M e o ; e

3681 siteshoutd-beamended-tobecompatibtewiththesurroundingproperties:
3682
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R-682)) R-792 King County should remove the Mining land use designation on the
((EomprehensivePlan)) Land Use Map and associated Potential Mineral
zone or Mineral zoning for any sites that have been denied a rezone to
Mineral.

If a grading or other permit necessary for the extraction of mineral
resources is denied on a ((P))designated Mineral Resource Site, the
County shall evaluate whether such mineral resource designation is
appropriate. The re-evaluation process may occur as part of the annual
update and information produced during the permit review process
shall be used to evaluate the appropriateness of changing the existing
designation. If the County determines that the site should not be
designated as mineral resource land of long-term commercial
significance as defined in the Growth Management Act, the County
shall evaluate whether the site should remain on the Mineral Resource
Map, and whether the land use designation and zoning classification
should be changed, with consideration for compatibility with the
surrounding properties.

((R-683)) R-793 King County may amend the Mineral Resources Map to identify
additional Potential Surface Mineral Resource Sites as part of the
((eight)) 10-year or midpoint update.

((R-684)) R-794 The preferred adjacent land uses to sites designated as Mining on
the Land Use Map are mineral extraction, industrial, open space, or
forestry uses. Sites for newly proposed Mineral zones shall not be
adjacent to or within Agricultural Production Districts. Agricultural
lands and operations should be protected from significant impacts
associated with nearby mineral extraction operations.

((R-685)) R-795 Mineral extraction activities are ((permitted)) allowed within the
Forest Production District, consistent with policy R-((620))718.
However, a conditional use permit shall be required for mineral
extraction activities in the Forest zone located within one-quarter mile
of established residences or for proposals seeking to use local access
streets where abutting lots are developed for residential use.

((R=686)) R-796 ((Inorder-t))To comprehensively assess the environmental impacts
associated with a zoning change, conditional use, or operating
approval for a mineral extraction proposal, the range of environmental
impacts, including short-term and long-term effects arising or existing
over the lifetime of the proposal, shall be assessed at the earliest
possible stage. This should include the potential for phasing of future
proposals for structures and operations related to mineral extraction,
such as asphalt and concrete batch plants.

((R-687)) R-797 King County should prevent or minimize conflicts with mineral
extraction when planning land uses adjacent to ((P))designated Mineral
Resource Sites and Potential Surface Mineral Resource Sites. Subarea
plans or area zoning and land use studies may indicate areas where
Mining is an inappropriate land use designation. ((P))designated
Mineral Resource Sites and Potential Surface Mineral Resource Sites
and Nonconforming Mineral Resource Sites should be shown on the
Mineral Resources Map ((and-subarea—study maps-in—order)) to notify
nearby property owners and residents of existing and prospective
mineral extraction activities.

((R-688)) R-798 The periodic review process for mineral extraction and processing
operations shall include sufficient public notice and comment
opportunities. The purpose of the periodic review process is to provide
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3743 opportunities for public review and comment on the mineral resource
3744 facility’'s fulfillment of state and County regulations and
3745 implementation of industry-standard best management practices, and
3746 for King County to modify, add or remove conditions to address new
3747 circumstances and/or unanticipated project-generated impacts. The
3748 periodic review process is not intended to re-examine the
3749 appropriateness of the mineral resource use, or to consider expansion
3750 of operations beyond the scope of existing permitted operations since
3751 that review would be accomplished through the County’s permitting
3752 process. The periodic review is intended to be a part of King County’s
3753 ongoing enforcement and inspections of mineral resource sites, and
3754 not to be a part of the County’s permitting process.

3755

3756 ((R-689)) R-7992 Conditions and mitigations for significant adverse environmental
3757 impacts associated with mineral extraction or mining operations and
3758 their associated structures or facilities should be required, especially in
3759 the following areas:

3760 a. Air quality, including greenhouse gas and other emissions from
3761 minerals extracted for energy production and from transportation
3762 of materials to and from the site during operation and reclamation;
3763 b. ((Environmentallysensitive-and<))Critical areas, such as surface and
3764 groundwater quality and quantity, wetlands, fisheries and wildlife
3765 habitats, and aquatic habitats;

3766 c. Noise levels;

3767 d. Vibration;

3768 e. Lightand glare;

3769 f. Vehicular access and safety;

3770 g. Land and shoreline uses;

3771 h. Transportation impacts, including ((F))traffic ((impacts)) and safety;
3772 i. Visual impacts;

3773 jo Cultural and historic features and resources;

3774 k. Site security; and

3775 . ((Climate—change—impacts—from—minerals—extracted—for—energy
3776 ion;

3777 m:))Others unique to specific sites and proposals.

3778
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3779 ((R-690)) R-800 Where mineral extraction or mining are subject to state or federal

3780 regulations, King County should work with the state and federal
3781 governments to ensure that proposals are reviewed with consideration
3782 of local land use and environmental requirements, regional impacts
3783 from transport, and assessment of climate change impacts from end((-))
3784 use of minerals and mined materials.

3785

3786 ((R-691)) R-801 King County should work with the Washington State Department of
3787 Natural Resources to ensure that mining areas are reclaimed in a timely
3788 and appropriate manner. Reclamation of mineral extraction or mining
3789 sites in the Forest Production District should return the land to forestry.
3790 Where mineral extraction is completed in phases, reclamation also
3791 should be completed in phases as the resource is depleted. When
3792 reclamation of mineral extraction sites located outside of the Forest
3793 Production District is completed, the site should be considered for
3794 redesignation to a land use designation and zoning classification
3795 compatible with the surrounding properties.

3796

3797 ((R-692)) R-802 King County shall encourage the removal of existing stockpiles of
3798 previously mined material ((in—order)) to promote and achieve
3799 reclamation of land to its highest and best use.

3800

3801 ((R-693)) R-803 King County shall prohibit the establishment of new coal mines and
3802 the expansion of existing coal mines.

3803

3804  Table 3-1. Mineral Resources Property Information for the Mineral Resources Map

DESIGNATED MINERAL RESOURCE SITES

Map # Section- Total Site

Section Township- Site Name and/or Owner/Operator Material* Acreage

- Range (approx.)
25-21-06 Cadman S & G/Flintston S&G SG 75
11-20-07 .
21.20-07 Plum Creek Timber Company SG 476
21-22-03 Ideal Cement Co/King County SG 39

Kangley Pit/Meridian Aggregates Co. (398
5 27.22.07  acres)and sG 608

Stoneway Concrete Gravel Pit/Gary Merlino
Construction

6 28-23-06 Cedar Grove Pit/Queen City Farms SG 315
7 33-23-06  Lake Francis Pit/Plumb Creek Timber Co SG 143
8 33-23-06 Cedar grove Pit/ANMARCO SG 35
9 20-23-06 Cedar Mountain Pit/ Rivera & Green SG 57
10 20-22-06 Black River Quarry SG 374
12 ?3:528; Cherry Pit/Thompson SG 13

19-24-08  Snoqualmie/Weyerhaeuser Co. and S.

13 20-24-08 Parsons et. al. 56 655

15 06-23-06  Squak Mountain Quarry/M. Palmer RS 16

16 22-24-07 Raging River/Cadman RS ((46)) 20

17 33-20-07 Highway 410 Quarry/J. Laramie RS 34
28-26-11 -

18 27-26-11 Meridian Aggregates R 38

20 01-21-06 Reserve Silica Corporation Plum Creek S
36-22-06  Timber Co. and Silica Sand Mine

23 32-24-06  State of Washington CL

25 322406 Icr;;er;pace Harris Mine/ R.Thompson and Eltra. G
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DESIGNATED MINERAL RESOURCE SITES

Map # Section- Total Site
Section Township- Site Name and/or Owner/Operator Material* Acreage
- Rang (approx.)

26 35-22-06 Meridian Minerals Co. SG

27 29-23-06 Pinnacle Exploration SG

28 27230%  ANMARCOand G. Newel SG

29 29-23-06 Plum Creek Timber Co SG

30 27-24-06 Issaquah/King Co. SG

31 05-23-06 King County SG

32 33-23-06 Lake Francis Plum Creek Timber Co SG

96 30-21-07 Franklin Pit/Morris SG 158

3805
POTENTIAL SURFACE MINERAL RESOURCE SITES

Ma 4 Section- Total Site
P Township- Site Name and/or Owner/Operator Acreage
Section-
Range (approx.)
35 11
36

35-22-05 T. Scarsella
07-25-06 Cadman/King Co.

37 33-23-06 Merlino Property/ ANMARCO 32
39 20-23-06 Rivera and Green 21
40 22-26-06 T. Alberg 40
41 31-26-07 T. Alberg 160
42 ?3528; R. and A. Thompson 1
43 32-23-09 R. and A. Thompson 145
a4 11-21-05 B & M Investments 174
45 25-22-02 Doane Family Ltd. 60
46 08-25-06 W. Nelson 86
47 18-21-07 Palmer Coking Coal 79
48 30-21-07 Palmer Coking Coal 275
50 36-21-06 Palmer Coking Coal 116
51 06-23-06 Palmers 39
52 12-23.05 R. and R. Schroeder and Pacific Company 30
Constructors
53 02-20-06 State of Washington 36
54 03-91-33 Weyerhaeuser Co. 36
74 Weyerhaeuser Co 3655
75 Weyerhaeuser Co., United States, U.S. Corps 4214
of Engineers
76 Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Co. 1765
77 Weyerhaeuser Co. and State of Washington 705
78 Weyerhaeuser Co., Riley, Everett, Hamerly 1926
79 E. Seliger, Weyerhaeuser Co, 1167
80 Weyerhaeuser Co. 113
81 Metro 599
82 Cadman Black Diamond/Weyerhaeuser Co. 434
83 Weyerhaeuser Co. 925
02-20-07 .
55 12-20-07 Weyerhaeuser Co., State of Washington, Metro 634
56 10-20-07 Weyerhaeuser Co. 80
57 15-26-07 State of Washington 320
58 16-21-05 State of Washington 38
59 17-23-07 State of Washington 640
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POTENTIAL SURFACE MINERAL RESOURCE SITES

Ma 4 Section- Total Site
P Township- Site Name and/or Owner/Operator Acreage

Section-
Range (approx.)

18-23-07

19-23-07

20-23-07
60 26-21-06 M & K Company 18
61 27-24-06 State of Washington 40
62 30-20-08 Weyerhaeuser Co. 141
63 30-21-07 State of Washington and Palmer Coking Coal 60
64 30-21-08 State of Washington 168
65 34-24-06 State of Washington 32
66 35-24-06 State of Washington 20
67 36-20-06 State of Washington 79
68 36-20-06 State of Washington 40
69 36-21-06 State of Washington 152
70 36-21-07 State of Washington 640
71 36-23-06 State of Washington 115
72 04-21-07 Weyerhaeuser Co. 173

03-25-09

04-25-09
73 ?85283 Weyerhaeuser Co. 3079

33-25-09

34-26-09

28-20-07
84 32-20-07 Weyerhaeuser Co. 669

33-20-07

04-19-07
85 05-19-07 Weyerhaeuser Co. 1572

32-20-07
86 34-25-07 L.A. Welcome 24
87 36-21-05 Sparling/King Co. 41
88 21-24-07 Raging River/King Co. 40
89 32-22-07 Lake Retreat/King Co 82
90 35-22-02 Sprowls/King Co. 40
91
92 23-26-07 Swan Quarry/King Co. 76
93 31-23-07 Route 18 Fill Project/Plumb Creek Timber Co. 40

LEGAL NONCONFORMING MINERAL RESOURCE SITES AND EXISTING MINERAL
RESOURCE SITES IN THE FOREST PRODUCTION DISTRICT

Map # | Section- Total Site
Section | Township- Site Name and/or Owner/Operator Acreage
Range (approx.)

01-19-07 Hardie/Weyerhaeuser 625
29-20-07 Jensen Sand & Gravel/Jensen 13
95 29-20-07 Corliss/Weyerhaeuser SG 60
103 34-22-06 Summit/King County SG 176
104 13-20-06 Enumclaw Quarry/Pierotti RS 14
110 31-21-07 Hyde Pit/Palmer Coking Coal Co SG 20
19-23-09
113 20-23-09 Cadman North Bend/Weyerhaeuser SG 300
29-23-09
114 33-20-07 White River/Weyerhaeuser RS 175
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3807

*KEY FOR ALL SITES

SG (=) Sand & Gravel

RS ((=)) Rock & Stone

R ((=)) Rock

ShCI (=) Shale & Clay

ci ((=)) Clay

S (=) Silica

NOTE:

e  Each map number corresponds to one or more parcel number(s), and in some cases different owners and
operators. The acreage listed represents the sum acreage of all the parcels of the site. ((Pteaserefertothe

. ; i g ) ; )

e  Designated Mineral Resource Sites: Sites with Mineral Zoning.

e  Potential Surface Resource Mineral Sites: Sites identified by the landowner or operator prior to Nov.18,
1994 and sites as of Nov. 18, 1994 that had pending rezone applications for Quarrying/Mining (now
Mineral) zoning or had potential Quarrying/Mining (now Mineral) zoning. Such sites may or may not be
able to operate, and are subject to all federal, state and local regulations.

e Nonconforming Mineral Resource Sites and Existing Mineral Resource Sites in the Forest Production
District: Sites on which mineral extraction operations pre-date King County zoning regulations, but without
zoning or other land use approvals.

3808

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-73



andDepartment of Local Services, Permitting Division

Notes:
The maps in the King County Comprehensive Plan and its technical appendices are produced with a
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. Housing

expertencing—hometessness,—and—growing—segments—of —the—poputation—such—as
mmigrant-and-refugeecommunities:)) The ability of the private and public sector to

develop housing is affected by a wide range of market forces. However, local
government actions, such as land use policies, development regulations, funding,
regional collaboration, community engagement, and infrastructure financing
significantly impact the capacity to increase housing supply for all incomes, including
affordable housing.

The policies in the housing section set a framework for individual and collective action
and accountability to meet regional housing needs and local housing unit growth
allocations. The policies seek to increase the supply and diversity of housing, expand
housing choice, improve housing stability, reduce displacement, promote equity in
housing outcomes, strengthen partnerships to meet housing goals, improve housing
tools and processes, and foster a more sustainable and healthier built environment.

Appendix Bofthis ComprehensivePlam))

A. Housing Needs in King County
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againseektoownamoderatety-pricedhome:)) The Growth Management Act requires

all jurisdictions to plan for and accommodate the housing needs of residents at every
income level. The King County Countywide Planning Policies establish allocations of
housing need for each jurisdiction for all income levels, as well as emergency housing,
emergency shelters, and permanent supportive housing. Table 1 shows the housing
need for urban unincorporated King County, reflected as new units in service, by
income levels, including, permanent supportive housing, and emergency housing. The
total number of new housing units needed in urban unincorporated King County by
2044 is 5,412. Additionally, 1,034 new emergency housing beds are needed by 2044 to
meet temporary housing needs.

Table 4-1: Projected Housing Needs by Income Level in Unincorporated King
County

Net New Units Needed
o,
Income Level Level /o Median Income 201 9-2044

0-30% Permanent Supportive Housing
Extremely low  0-30% Other

(non-Permanent Supportive Housing) 1157
Very low >30-50% 571
Low >50-80% 292
>80-100% 366
Moderate
>100-120% 415
Above o
Moderate >120% 2,003
All Income Levels 5,412
. Net New Beds Needed
Temporary Housing Needs 2019-2044

Emergency Housing/Shelter 1,034

Appendix B, Housing Needs Assessment, contains summary data and analysis
regarding housing needs in King County. The findings demonstrate a substantial need
for extremely low-, very low-, and low-income rental housing and low—to moderately
priced homes for ownership. In addition, there is a significant need for more permanent
supportive housing, shelters, and tiny homes.

The findings also show that approximately 25,500 households in unincorporated King
County are cost burdened. When a household spends more than 30 percent of its
income on housing, they are considered cost burdened. Severe cost burden means
more than 50 percent of a household’s income goes toward housing costs. In
unincorporated King County, Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color households
are _more likely to be cost burdened and severely cost burdened than White
households. Senior renters with lower incomes and LGBTQIA+ households are
disproportionately cost burdened. Renter-occupied households are almost twice as
likely to be cost burdened than owner-occupied households. Black, Indigenous, and
other People of Color and Latin(a)o)(x) households, as well as many immigrant and
refugee households, are disproportionately represented both among households
earning less than 80 percent of area median income as well as among cost burdened
households, in part due to the legacy of structural racism and discrimination in housing
and land use policies and practices. Households earning at or below 30 percent are
disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden than higher income households.

Housing and Human Services - Page 4-3
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Housing disparities by race, ethnicity, income, disability status, and age also exist in
homeownership. For example, in unincorporated King County, 88 percent of White
households, compared to 43 percent of Black and 49 percent of Hispanic or
Latin(a)(o)(x) households, own their own home.

The policies in the housing section seek to reduce disparities in housing by ensuring
there is adequate capacity for housing; addressing affordable housing funding,
preservation, and assistance programs administered by King County; utilizing the
County’s regulatory role to help ensure that there is adequate safe and healthy housing
in the unincorporated areas: and strengthening housing partnerships and regional
collaboration to meet the housing needs of all county residents at all income levels.

((H-125)) H-101 King County shall ((assure)) ensure that there is sufficient ((fand))
zoned capacity in the unincorporated urban area((s—zoned)) to
accommodate King County's ((share—of—affordable)) housing need
allocations and provide a ((range)) variety of affordable, sustainable
housing types, including higher-density single((-family—homes))
detached residences, ((multifamily—properties)) middle housing,

manufactured ((housing)) home communities, ((cottage—housing;))
accessory dwelling units, and mixed-use developments. ((King-€ounty

should-work-with-—cities to-increase-opportunities for-affordable-housing
tevel i inath . Hicient_tand ble—of-bei

tevel tforthi £t . I tikel I
affordable-tolow-, moderate—and-middle-income-households:))

H-102 King County shall ((work-with-jurisdictions; theprivate-sector; state-and
i . ing. .
"9 } the Housi la thorities, . i g II o

Puget-—SoundRegional-€Council,—intermediary—housing—organizations;
and-thenon-profit-sector,to—encourage)) plan for a wide range of
housing types and ((to)) reduce barriers to the preservation,

improvement, and development ((and-preservation)) of ((a-widerange

of)) affordable housing, at an appropriate size and scale, that:

a. Provides housing choices ((for)) affordable to people of all income
levels, particularly i in areas with exustmg or planned hlgh capacity
and frequent ((

b i A .
totherd testi I., ; II 5 Ifl'l‘l‘ o .
and-health-care)) transit service;

b. Provides housing choices and supportive services to households at

or below 30 percent of area median income;

Meets the needs of and advances equitable outcomes for ((a

diverse population, especially families and individuals who have

very-low-to—moderate-incomes;older-aduits)) Black, Indigenous,
and other ((p))PeopIe of ((c))CoIor ((—chrldren—and—vulnerable—adults

(4]

experiencing-homelessness)); persons with special housing needs;

veterans, military servicemembers, and their respective families;

individuals and families experiencing homelessness; immigrants;
refugees; LGBTQIA+ persons; women; families with children; and

survivors of domestic violence and other kinds of gender-based
violence, human trafficking, and commercial sexual exploitation;
and

((c-—Supports-economic-growth;))

Housing and Human Services - Page 4-4
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'3

d. Supports the goals of ((King—€ounty's Equity—and—SocialJustice
Initiative —and—Health)) housing and ((H))human ((S))services-

((Fransformation—Plan—goals)) related plans, including the Crisis
Care Centers Levy Implementation Plan, Best Starts for Kids
Implementation Plan, Initial Health  through Housing
Implementation Plan 2022-2028 or successor plans, Veterans,

Seniors, and Human Services Levy Implementation Plan, and
Mental lliness and Drug Dependency Behavioral Health Sales Tax

Fund Plan, or successor plans ((for—an—equitable—andrational
listributi tow-i hiat litv—affordablet .

(= chiundi Convener))

B. Housing Partnerships and Regional
Collaboration

Just as housing needs rarely recognize jurisdictional boundaries, housing issues will not
likely be solved by King County alone. For these reasons, it is important that King
County's housing policies support a regional approach and collaboration among
agencies to meet housing goals. In addition, nonprofits or housing authorities often
provide the most affordable housing, while private sector developers create most
housing units. Without collaboration, King County, the cities in King County, and the
region will likely fail to meet housing goals and needs. All the partners mentioned in
this chapter are vital in helping King County achieve its housing goals.

King County has a role to play in promoting ((cooperation)) regional collaboration and
public((#))-private partnerships to address the full range of ((criticat)) housing needs in
King County and the Puget Sound region. In 2017, King County convened the Regional
Affordable Housing Task Force ((inJuly2647—TFhetaskforcemet-for—+8months)) to
understand the affordable housing challenges and to meet people most affected by the
lack of affordable units in the county. The ((t))Task ((f))Force's ((work culminated in-a))
2018 Final Report and Recommendations, which included a Five-Year Action Plan, ((and

)) were adopted as ((the—poticyof-the)) County pohcy by ((im))

Motion 15372 The overarching goal of the Five-Year Action Plan is to "strive to
eliminate cost burden for households earning 80 percent Area Median Income and
below, with a priority for serving households at or below 50 percent Area Median

Income." Thﬁm—ﬂmmm—wﬁmmaﬁﬁﬁhe—mﬂw
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In 2019, ((F))the King County Growth Management Planning Council created ((aew))
the Affordable Housing Committee ((to—serve)) as a regional advisory body to ((with-the
goatofrecommending))_recommend actions and ((assessing)) assess progress toward
((fmptementation—of)) the Five-Year Action Plan. The Affordable Housing Committee,
comprised of representatives of King County, the City of Seattle, the Sound Cities
Association, housing authorities, and others with expertise in affordable housing,
including preventing displacement, functions as a point of coordination and
accountabllltv for affordable housmq efforts across Kmq Countv (Fhe—Committee—is

including—preventing—disptacement:)) King County provides staff support, data, and

policy analysis, and other resources for the Committee.

The 2021 Countywide Planning Policy update assigned additional responsibilities to the
Affordable Housing Committee, including reviewing all jurisdictions' draft periodic
comprehensive plan updates for alignment with the King County Countywide Planning
Policies Housing Chapter goals and policies prior to plan adoption; providing a hub to
share best practices for increasing affordable housing supply; and monitor progress
towards planning for and accommodating housing needs, and making
recommendations to the Growth Management Planning Council on potential actions a
jurisdiction could take to address shortfalls in meeting housing needs. King County will
lead the data collection and reporting process with cities.

The Countywide Planning Policies also require regional collaboration in meeting
countywide housing growth targets and affordable housing needs and developing
programs to provide affordable housing. The following policies require King County to
collaborate with multiple partners, including cities, regional and subregional
organizations such as the Puget Sound Regional Council and Growth Management
Planning Council, interlocal groups such as ARCH (A Regional Coalition for Housing)
and SKHHP (South King Housing and Homelessness Partners), nonprofit organizations,
private sector developers, community-based organizations, and community members.

The Committee ((is—responsibte—for—recommending—amendments—to)) aided in the
development of the 2021 Countywide Planning Policies, including recommending

amendments to reglonal goals metrlcs and Iand use poI|C|es ((Fhe—Committee

across—King—County:)) The 2021 Counth|de Planning Policy update assigned
additional responsibilities to the Affordable Housing Committee, including review of all
King County jurisdictions’ draft periodic comprehensive plan updates for alignment with
the King County Countywide Planning Policies Housing Chapter goals and policies prior
to plan adoption; provide a hub to share best practices for increasing affordable
housing supply; monitor progress towards planning for and accommodating housing
needs; and make recommendations to the Growth Management Planning Council on
potential actions a jurisdiction could take to address shortfalls in meeting housing
needs. King County will lead the data collection and reporting process with cities.
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261

262 ((H=110)) H-103 King County shall work with regional bodies, including the Puget
263 Sound Regional Council and the Growth Management Planning
264 Council, or their successors, and the private and non((=))profit sectors to
265 support development of an adequate supply of housing commensurate
266 with job growth within the county ((and-itscities)). To attain this goal,
267 King County shall work with such regional partners to:

268 a. Support job and household growth targets, housing needs for
269 people of all incomes, and policies established in the Countywide
270 Planning Policies; and

271 b. ((Establish-performance measures-togaugehowjurisdictions—are
272 accommodating-growth-and-housing-needs;

273 c.—Participate—in—buildable fands—inventories;market—analyses—and
274 other-studies-to-evaluate-if sufficient fand-capacity-is-availablefor
275 i i z

276 d:)) Work with cities to ensure additional actions are taken throughout
277 the county to accommodate and promote residential development
278 when job growth causes great demand for housing and severe
279 shortages in the availability of housing for new workers in the
280 county.

281

282 H-104 King County shall collaborate with the Puget Sound Regional Council
283 and subregional organizations to advance equitable development and
284 the implementation and monitoring of countywide affordable housing
285 goals, policies, and programs.

286

287 H-105 King County shall participate in regional efforts to:

288 a. Conduct a housing-focused review of and provide comments on a
289 jurisdiction's draft periodic comprehensive plan update for
290 alignment with the King County Countywide Planning Policies
291 Housing Chapter goals; and

292 b. Report and monitor progress towards meeting countywide and
293 jurisdictional housing growth targets and housing needs and
294 eliminating disparities in access to housing and neighborhood
295 choice.

296

297 H-106 King County shall provide through the Growth Management Planning
298 Council, or designee, the necessary, ongoing information to
299 jurisdictions on their progress toward planning for and accommodating
300 their housing needs using public-facing tools.

301

302 (« . e ees . . . . . .
303 ‘ g” S'I'Iff table—t = II' reg ted—Ki
304 €ounty-and-throughout-theregion:))

305

306 H-107 King County shall equitably engage ((Jurisdictions)) cities, community
307 members, community-based organizations, the private sector, people
308 with lived experience of housing instability, and housing
309 representatives ((should—be—invited)) to identify and implement
310 solutions to further housing stability, access, and choice, and
311 affordability goals established in the Countywide Planning Policies.

312

313 H-108 King County shall engage historically underrepresented populations in
314 the implementation and monitoring of countywide affordable housing
315 goals, policies, and programs.

316

317 ((H-16ta—King—County shouldparticipate—in—regional-efforts related—totenant
318 protections-throughout-theregion.

319
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HTC i tssue 3 ave—tmpacted—housing—and
commumnityfeconomicdevetopment-funds:)) Housing provided by private development
accounts for most new units in the county. However, the private market alone cannot
provide affordable housing for all residents. As reported in the Housing Needs
Assessment (Appendix B), nearly one-third of households in King County (31.5 percent)
and unincorporated King County (28.5 percent) are cost burdened, and Black,
Indigenous, and other People of Color households are disproportionately cost
burdened. More deeply affordable units are needed in King County to reduce racially
disparate housing outcomes and meet King County's housing goals.

As of 2023, the development and preservation of affordable housing has become
increasingly and prohibitively expensive. In 2023 dollars, the cost of an affordable unit
is estimated to be $475,404 per unit. The Housing Funding Gap Analysis section of the
Housing Needs Assessment identifies a funding gap of approximately $450 million to
meet the housing needs of unincorporated King County households at or below 80
percent of area median income through 2044. The Countywide Planning Policies call for
prioritizing housing affordable to households with less than or equal to 30 percent of
area median income. Addressing the needs of the lowest-income households will cause
a chain reaction, freeing up more moderately priced housing units that are more
affordable for households at higher income thresholds.

Meeting the County's housing needs and goals will require significant incentives,
subsidies, and funding, as the private market cannot produce enough affordable
housing without public intervention. King County will continue to pursue new funding
sources to fund affordable housing development and operations. The policies in this
section call for identifying existing and developing new funding sources, as well as
establishing funding priorities.

Housing and Human Services - Page 4-8



((2016)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updatedDecember-6;2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,asamendedby Ordinances18623,-18810, 19034, 19146;

and-19555)) xxxxx (Proposed Ordinance 2023-0440)

371

372

373

374

375

376

377

378

379

380

381

382  H-152)) H-109 ((King€ounty shall-givepriority-in-its-affordable-housingsubsidy
383 programs-to-projects-that serve-individuals-and-households-at-or below
384 80% of-areamedian-income;—and/or-that provideolder-adults; people
385 . . i itive, .

386 fisabifities: I " gnrtive;— SI } Il I
387 who—are—atrisk-of - homelessness—and/ordisptacement:)) King County
388 shall prioritize funding in its affordable housing programs and projects
389 that:

390 a. Provide low-barrier housing designed to meet the needs of people
391 experiencing or at risk of homelessness;

392 b. Provide accessible housing to persons with behavioral health,
393 cognitive, physical, or developmental disabilities;

394 c. Provide permanent supportive housing for households at or below
395 30 percent of area median income;

396 d. Create homeownership opportunities for households at or below
397 80 percent of area median income to build generational wealth and
398 promote housing stability;

399 e. Create rental housing for households at or below 30 percent of area
400 median income and for households at or below 80 percent of area
401 median income to meet a range of housing needs;

402 f. Are located near high-capacity or frequent transit to increase
403 residents' access to job opportunities and services;

404 g. Are in areas with communities at risk of displacement;

405 h. Reflect an equitable distribution of funding;

406 i. Are community-driven projects; or

407 j. Reduce the time and cost of achieving the County's affordable
408 housing goals, which may include leveraging additional public and
409 private loans.

410

411 ((H=148)) H-110 King County shall work with community members, cities, the
412 private sector, and ((community representatives)) service providers to
413 establish new, countywide funding sources for affordable housing
414 development, acquisition, rehabilitation, preservation, and ((related
415 services)) operating costs,((such-thatcities-and-King-€County contribute
416 onan-equitable-basis)) focused on households at or below 30 percent of
417 area median income.

418

419 ((H=149)) H-111 King County shall work with other jurisdictions, housing
420 developers, and service providers throughout the state to urge federal
421 and state governments to expand both capital and operating funding
422 for ((low-income)) housing at or below 120 percent of area median
423 income, including ((low-income—housingforolder-aduits; peopte-who
424 are—experiencing—homelessness—and—people—with—behavioral-heaith;
425 cognitive; physical-and—developmental-disabilities)) for persons with
426 special housing needs.

427

428 ((H-156—King—€ounty should—encourage—and—support—efforts by non-profit
429 housing—developers;—housing—agencies;—and—service providers—to
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. . . . .
a"d Vlolellce, a"d tIIIIIIteIItIOIIal pOISOIIIIIg.
II 155 l&‘ e t I " . I. I . I l. . .l ff I I I I .

Iﬂ E':I'Iu'dahle I'“.'ls'"g :"":.""le'a H'E'El |s|.=|:':ass tojob-opportunities;a

H-157)) H-112 King County ((should-expand-its)) shall prioritize the use of surplus

((c))County-owned property ((and—air—rights—over—county —owned
property)) for affordable housing for households at or below 80

percent area median income, especially in the urban growth area
where it could aid a jurisdiction in meeting its housing targets, and for

crisis care centers and community development((and-its—possible—use

((H=169)) H-113 King County should develop new partnerships with public and private

lending institutions to find solutions that reduce ((housing—financing))
homeownership costs for ((both-builders-and-consumers)) residents.

H-114 King County should pursue creative methods within existing programs,

funding sources, and state enabling legislation for property tax relief to

provide direct assistance to builders and leverage funds for the
construction of affordable housing.
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((H-158)) H-115 King County should support the efforts of non((=))profit developers
((and)), housing agencies, and community-based organizations ((to
increase-thesupply of housingfor fow-income—households;)) through
((

affordable—housing—planning; policy-and-advocacyactivities—and-the
provision—of)) technical assistance and funding for capacity-building
and pre-development work.

H-165a)) H-116 ((Through-tsfundingprograms;)) King County shall encourage
developers and owners of publicly ((subsidized)) funded housing units
to ((undertake-activities to-establish-and-maintain-positive relationships

with-neighbors)) be active community members and to market vacant
units to the local area in addition to conducting general marketing

outreach.

((H=166)) H-117 King County shall administer standards for publicly ((subsidized))
funded housing that ((wil)):

a. Increases the ability of ((people)) persons with physical disabilities
to have physical access to housing and mobility within housing
regardless of their residency status;

b. Allows household members to age in place through the inclusion of
universal design principles that make housing units more
accessible and usable by all persons;

c. Supports the ability of ((older-adults—and-people—with-behavioratl
health; physical, cognitive-and-developmental-disabilities)) persons
with special housing needs to find housing opportumtles that allow
them to live as independently as possible in the housing and
community of their choice; and

d. Increases the ability of people to have access to smoke-free
housing, while not creating barriers to housing.

((H=167—King-County should-use-opportunity mapping:
5 tthe-siti ¢ ity faciliti " isted-—oublict

} ical iti +d i tal-disabiliti } ient
’
. oas s
I I r
'’ '’ ’
.
semtes,—such—as—grocery—stores;—and

therdi | teristicsof tt lation of King-County-))
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D. Housing Supply and Housing for those with
the Greatest Needs

To meet the County's goal of an equitable future for all, more housing of different types
and price levels is needed in locations with access to jobs, transit, and services. The
policies in this section encourage more multiunit and mixed-income housing choices
near_transit, developing middle housing to provide greater housing choice and
increased affordability, and reducing the costs to build housing.

H-118 King County should encourage a mix of housing types, sizes, tenure, and

affordability levels to meet the needs of people who work in and desire to
live in King County, especially near countywide and local centers.

H-119 King County should encourage the development of housing suitable for
families with children, larger households, and multigenerational living that
is affordable for households with a broad range of incomes.

((H-114)) H-120 King County should ((encourage—development ofresidential
it i i )) pursue
strategies and regulations that increase affordable housing and
sustainable housing. These developments should utilize smaller-scale
units ((clustered)) and higher density housing that shares common
spaces, open spaces, and community facilities to increase the housing

supply affordable to all incomes.
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((H=136)) H-121 King County should provide opportunities within unincorporated
urban ((growth)) areas and in Rural Towns with sewer service for the
development, rehabilitation, and preservation of rental residential
buildings with ((that-have)) shared facilities ((;—such—as—single-room

buitdings—t " I — its—buildi I
hust Fmicrot " id tunitiesfort e} ;
: —higl tensi hi 3 inchudi
Ty q ing. ing)) and
((other forms of clustered)) higher density ownership housing.

H-122 King County should support the efforts of nonprofit developers, housing
agencies, and community-based organizations to preserve or develop the
supply of housing for households at or below 30 percent of area median
income.

H-123 King County shall prioritize community-driven development of
permanently affordable homeownership and rental projects led by

community-based organizations and community land trusts to increase
supply and improve housing stability.

H-124 King County should work with the state and other partners to remove
barriers to providing farmworker housing and explore innovative
approaches to meeting farmworker housing needs.

((H=111)) H-125 King County should work with local employers to promote the
development of affordable ((employer-assisted)) workforce housing
opportunities located ((within—commuting—distance—of)) near ((the))

employment sites.

H-126 King County should encourage the development and preservation of

affordable family-sized and family-friendly housing to increase the supply
of housing suitable and affordable for families with children, recognizing

that family housing requires greater subsidies due to larger household
size, the need for play areas for children, and separation of parking and

access roads from play areas.

1. Expand Housing Options and Increased Affordability Near
Transit

priorittes, King-County-intendsto)) The DO|ICIeS in this subsectlon strengthen the Ilnkage

of affordable housing to jobs and public transportation through transit-oriented
development and the preservation and development of affordable housing near transit
stations and along transit corridors ((;eventhough-fewof-theseexistinunincorporated
areas)). Strengthening linkages between housing and public transportation is beneficial
to the community, economy, and environment. As housing density increases to meet
the needs of the current and growing population, supportive infrastructure and services,
such as public transit, needs to be utilized and adapted. The Metro Strategic Plan for
Public Transportation 2021-2031 directs King County to strengthen this connection and
support equitable transit-oriented communities. As the population of the Puget Sound
region grows, King County is expected to remain the major employment center of the
region. As job growth occurs, the workers for these jobs must be accommodated with
adequate opportunities for housing and access to public transportation options.
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H-121)) H-127 King County shall support affordable and mixed-income housing
development in transit-oriented locations that is compatible with
surrounding uses by:

a. Providing information and a process for accessing potential
development sites in transit-oriented locations where King County
has ownership or access to potential sites; and

b. Promoting land use patterns that ((cohesively)) connect
((affordable-and-mixed-income)) housing with active transportation
choices((;and

. . . . . . .
.

I rixed-i housi ithin transit-oriented i
I rahborhoods—t! heatth. H-bei I
tunity—and ithi rahborhood-planf itafization)).

((H=122)) H-128 King County shall support transit-oriented development ((at)) near
high-capacity or frequent transit ((supportivedensity-and-scale)) that

preserves and expands affordable, sustainable, and mixed-income

housing opportunities ((atlocations nearfrequent-and-high-capacity
of strategies;including)) by:

a. Enabling development of affordable housing on suitable Metro-

owned property;
b. Using Metro’s authority and influence as a transit provider; and

((theengagement-of))

c. Engaging with funding partners, transit partners, jurisdictions,
private for-profit and non((-))profit development entities, communities
at risk of displacement, and other transit-oriented development
partners.

(H-123 Kina-County-will-evahat ' seel bunitiesf able transit-
oriented development —atmajor transit —centers E'".:I’I'"I” when
'l""“ft."'a"tsl E'f'fa Il'klallyltc produce ""'.E.asa.d ridership;—community

H-124)) H-129 King County shall work with partners to ((reduce)) mitigate and

prevent displacement of ((very-low—to—moderate-mtome)) households
earning up to 120 percent of area median income, including from
transit oriented-locations, ((to-the-extent-possible;)) and shall strive to

align affordable housing investments and transit investments ((in
order)) to increase the quality of life of historically ((d1smvested))
underinvested communities ((

Equity)).

2. Housing Tools and Processes

With the projected population growth and increased number of family and senior
households with limited income, combined with the short supply of affordable housing
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available today, new development must include affordable housing and a variety of
housing types to meet the housing need and reduce racial disparities in housing
outcomes.

Meeting King County's housing needs means adopting appropriate land use
regulations to require and incentivize the development, rehabilitation, and preservation
of a variety of affordable housing, such as higher-density single detached homes,
duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, townhouses, apartments, manufactured housing,
cottage housing, accessory dwelling units, and mixed-use developments. In addition, a
clear and consistently applied set of land use tools and processes will increase King
County's housing supply. Shorter and more consistent permit processing can save
applicants time and money, which means housing projects can be completed sooner
and at less cost. Streamlined processes can also improve community involvement
because it is easier to understand a project's review process.

((H=129)) H-130 King County shall continue to improve development standards,
planning tools, and policies to allow higher densities and flexibility of
housing types in all urban residential zones ((;-in—order)) to increase
housing supply, types, tenure, choice, access, and stability in a manner
that also enriches the area's urban form and character ((best

I I N I i ; . -t

5 iahborhood-wl tanming housing-devel ts)).

(H-130 King-C halt | ; hici I - hats
housi fensit y Hordable—housi — ithi
; Harl " ; I ial

areas.

H-126)) H-131 King County shall provide opportunities for attached and detached
accessory dwelling units and middle housing in urban residential areas
((and—shall-encourage—all-jurisdictions—within—King—€ountyto—adopt
pmwsmnrto—aﬂow—accessory1hvelhng—umts—m1helrcommunﬂles)) and
Rural Towns to increase housing supply affordable to all incomes.

((H-133)) H-132 King County shall ((encourage)) incentivize the development of
new housing models that are healthy and affordable by providing
opportunities ((for—mew —models)) within unincorporated urban
((growth)) areas and Rural Towns and near commercial areas. King
County shall ((work-to)) allow innovative housing projects to move
forward, including affordable housing demonstration projects,
community-driven development projects, affordable owner-built
housing, land trusts and cooperative ownership structures for rental
and ownership housing, co-housing, and other innovative
developments.

((H=127)) H-133 King County shall adopt appropriate land use regulations to
require and ((encourage)) incentivize development, rehabilitation, and
preservation of sustainable housing affordable to ((very-low—to
moderate-income—housing)) households earning up to 120 percent of

area median income.

(H-128 King-County-should tand bici y lations-that "

quality,—inhibit—infrastructure—financing—strategies;,—or—increase
maintenance—costs forpublicfacilities:
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H-144)) H-134 King County ((will)) shall ensure that mandatory and((7or))
incentivized affordable housing units created through its land use
policies and regulations are high quality, safe, and integrated on-site
with market rate housing.

((H=131)) H-135 King County shall seek to minimize the time necessary to process

((development)) permits for developments ((in—unincorporated—King
€ounty)) that will include affordable housing ((and—address

environmental-goals—and—community—and—aesthetic concerns)). King
County ((should—continue—to)) shall expedite plan and permitting
reviews for affordable housing projects in coordination with
mandatory, incentive, or subsidy programs, including tax abatements,
exemptions, and credits.

((H=135)) H-136 King County shall, to the maximum extent allowed by law, exempt
payment of impact fees in unincorporated areas for developments that will
include affordable rental or ownership housing.

((H=107)) H-137 King County ((should)) shall encourage regional land use and
investment strategies to stimulate ((mixed-use—and)) mixed-income
developments ((as—a-way)) to economically integrate neighborhoods,
((and)) increase housing and transportation choices throughout King
County, and improve housing stability for people of all incomes.

H-138 King County shall support integrated multi-generational communities
through increased housing options, incentives, and zoning flexibility.

H-139 King County shall encourage the development of single detached
residences through the splitting of a single residential lot into two

residential lots.

H-140 King County shall continue to seek opportunities to fund anti-displacement
tools and programs.

E. Expanded Housing and Neighborhood Choice
for All Residents

(( | - I | s A
9. HFdil TTOUSITTY ALLTOoS
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Equitable access to housing plays a critical role in promoting social justice and reducing
racial disparities in King County. King County supports policies that promote equitable
access to housing for all and repair racially disparate housing outcomes. This includes
policies that address housing discrimination, protect renters, promote homeownership,
expand access to affordable housing, and encourage equitable development. King
County partners with community organizations and other partners to work towards
meeting the needs of Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color communities; and
those with special housing needs: veterans, military servicemembers, and their
respective families; persons experiencing homelessness; people with disabilities;
immigrants; refugees; LGBTQOIA+ persons; families with children; and survivors of
domestic violence, gender-based violence, human trafficking, and commercial

exploitation.

The Racially Disparate Impact Analysis section of the Housing Needs Assessment details
the local history of racially exclusive and discriminatory land use and housing in
unincorporated King County. Historically, private property owners, lending institutions,
and federal, state, and local governments implemented strategies to restrict access to
housing, land, and neighborhoods to people based on their race, nation of origin, and
sometimes religion. These strategies perpetuated racial segregation and wealth
inequities throughout the country and in King County. Some of these policies and
practices known to have been enforced or practiced in unincorporated King County
include Indigenous land dispossession, the Alien Land Law, Japanese internment and
incarceration, racially restrictive covenants, and discriminatory lending practices that led
to disproportionate access to homeownership (redlining). While some explicitly
discriminatory laws have been overturned, their legacy and effects have remained,
preventing Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color communities from sharing the
recent prosperity of King County and the Puget Sound region. The policies in this
section seek to identify and remediate inequitable policies, processes, or regulations
and remove barriers to equity and inclusion for these communities.

1. Equitable Housing Access

((H-118)) H-141 King County shall actively promote and affirmatively further fair
housing in unincorporated King County through its housing programs,
and shall ((work-with-alt-of)) participate in efforts with its partners to
further fair housing, ((in—its—regional—role—promoting—housing
affordability;)) housing and neighborhood choice, and provide access

to opportunity for ((alt)) communutues((—espeuaﬂrthose—commumttes))
that bear the burdens ((

them—understand-the rights protected-by federal,state;-and-Hocal-fair
' tnad t shatt-hetot : itable } . " ¢
protected-—classes-through-fair housing-education-and-enforcement)) of

systemic underinvestment and lack of access and opportunity.
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((H=146)) H-142 King County shall prohibit restrictive covenants or other land use,
permitting, or property conditions that limit the ability of persons from
protected classes (as defined in the King County Fair Housing
Ordinance in King County Code Chapter 12.20) to live in residences of
their choice.

((H-119)) H-143 King County shall flexibly apply its zoning, rules, policies,
practices, and services in its funding, incentive, or mandatory
affordable housing programs((;—when—necessary)) to afford persons
with disabilities equal opportunity to use or enjoy a dwelling or to
create new affordable housing opportunities for persons with
disabilities.

((H=120)) H-144 King County should work with housing industry representatives to
identify and remove barriers (such as real estate marketing, finance, or
insurance practices) that restrict housing choices and opportunities for

(( ;
rencing—t } y i ith—behavioral_—physicat.
cognitive-and-developmental-disabilities)) households at or below 50

percent of area median income and persons with special housing
needs.

((H=147)) H-145 King County shall permit group living situations, including those
where residents receive ((such)) supportive services, such as counseling,
foster care, or medical supervision, within a single((-family—house))
detached residence, houseplex, or apartment.

((H-108)) H-146 King County shall ((work-with—otherjurisdictionsto)) encourage the
use of universal design in the development of affordable housing((; family-

sized-housing)) and market-rate housing to create units that are accessible

to people aged 62 years and older.

2. Repairing Harm and Promoting Equitable Outcomes in
Communities Most Impacted by Racially Exclusive Land Use
and Housing Practices

H-147 King County shall take intentional actions that repair harms to Black,
Indigenous, and other People of Color households from past and
current racially exclusive and discriminatory land use and housing
practices that result in racially disparate outcomes, such as
development patterns, disparate homeownership rates, affordable

housing divestment in lower-income communities, and infrastructure
availability, such as through:

a. Creating opportunities for development of middle housing;

b. Investing in rental assistance and eviction prevention programs;

c. Implementing a community preference program to prevent
displacement;

d. Investing in equitable development projects to support
community-driven priorities;

e. Preserving manufactured home communities and affordable

housing to prevent displacement;

f. Expanding homeownership programs to increase wealth building;
g. Supporting programs that mitigate and prevent displacement of
households at or below 120 percent of area median income; and
h. Supporting efforts by Washington State to fund down payment and

closing costs assistance.
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H-148 King County shall promote equitable outcomes in communities most

impacted by racially exclusive and discriminatory land use and housing
practices, such as in North Highline and Skyway-West Hill, by

supporting equitable access to resources, in partnership with impacted
communities, such as through surplus properties, affordable housing
financing, and capacity building for community-based organizations.

H-149 King County shall support actions that increase and preserve access to
affordable rental and ownership housing in communities at risk of

displacement and advance housing stability for populations who

experience systemic racism or discrimination.

((H=105a)) H-150 King County shall engage ((marginalized)) underrepresented
populations ((in—the)) to advance community-driven development((;
ol ot " tuati ; tv-wrid ffordablet .

goa’rr,policies—a;td-programs)).

H-151 King County shall support development of new affordable housing

units that promote culturally relevant and multi-generational housing

options, through strategies such as prioritized funding, technical
assistance, and flexible development requlations.

H-152 King County shall support equitable development projects and

investments in areas most directly impacted by structural racism and
discrimination, in communities at a higher risk of displacement, that
have low access to economic and health opportunities, or that are
home to significant populations of communities experiencing
disparities in life outcomes, through:

a. Advancing home ownership opportunities as a means to economic
mobility and opportunity for residents;

b. Preventing displacement;
c. Building upon and protecting local cultural assets that anchor

communities;
d. Supporting organizational capacity building;

e. Promoting transportation mobility and connectivity; and
f. Enabling equitable access for all communities.

H-153 King County shall take actions to prevent and mitigate displacement by

supporting cultural institutions and community hubs and implementing

programs that help people with a connection to the local community
remain in or return to their community of choice.

H-154 King County should implement anti-displacement measures prior to or

concurrent with development capacity increases or capital investment.

H-155 King County shall support policies and programs that minimize risks of

displacement, such as:
a. Community preference and right to return policies;

b. Property tax exemption programs;

c. Priority hire programs;

d. Mandatory and voluntary inclusionary housing programs;
e. Tenant relocation assistance policies;

f. Down payment assistance programs;
g. Affordable rental housing policies;
h. Community land trusts;

i. Manufactured housing community preservation policies; and
j. Redevelopment assistance programs.
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H-156 King County shall raise awareness of existing Property Tax Exemption
programs offered by the Assessor's Office for eligible homeowners.

F. Housing Stability

(E—S TV N TY e
King-County))

The rising cost of housing threatens people's ability to remain in their communities. The
housing market has experienced great highs and lows that have benefitted some,
creating and exacerbating hardship and inequalities for others. There are substantial
disparities in housing access between White and Black, Indigenous, and other People of
Color households, underscoring the ongoing effects of systemic racism in housing.
Housing stability creates a foundational structure for individuals and families that ,
contributes to every person’s well-being and improvements to health, economic, and
educational outcomes for communities. VISION, the Countywide Planning Policies, and
the Regional Affordable Housing Task Force’s Five Year Action Plan prioritize housing
stability strategies.

These policies in this section support housing stability through the preservation of
existing affordable units, increasing access to homeownership, assisting those with
special housing needs to remain in their homes, and supporting tenant protections and
eviction prevention programs. King County raises local resources for housing stability
programs from the Best Starts for Kids Levy, the Crisis Cares Centers Levy, and the
Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services Levy.

1. Preservation of Existing Units

(H-103 King-County-willwork-coltlaboratively-with iurisdicti | oart I

H-104)) H-157 King County shall work with ((the multipte)) partners ((outlined-in
thttsectlomto—pfomote)-) to support the preservation ((and-expansion))

_((a))AﬂordabIe rental housing opportunities for households earning
up to 80((%)) percent of ((the—King—€ounty)) area median
income((:)); and

b. Affordable ownership housing opportunities for households
earning up to 120 percent of area median income.

H-158 King County should prioritize ((P))preservation ((is-a-particularly-acute

need)) in communities at risk of displacement or areas that may
experience redevelopment due to prOX|m|ty to high((-))- capacuty or

frequent transit ((
conditions)).
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higlh . . " .. I . "

H-161)) H-159 King County ((should—develop—and—expand)) shall explore

incentives and subsidy programs to preserve affordable housing
threatened by market forces and expiring federal subsidies. Relocation
assistance and replacement housing should be funded((;—where

feasible;—to—help—tow-income—households)) when displacement is

unavoidable.

((H-162)) H-160 King County should assist owners of rental properties serving
((fow—and-moderate-incomeresidents)) households between 50 to 120
percent of area median income to acquire affordable financing for
building health and safety improvements in exchange for long((-))term
agreements to maintain affordable rents.

((H=163)) H-161 King County should coordinate preservation of existing affordable
housing with city and ((c))County historic preservation programs and
incentives((;)) and should promote preservation and restoration of
significant historic features in the rehabilitation of existing buildings
and sites for housing.

((H-117)) H-162 King County shall support ((partnership-efforts-and-the-application

needs)) the preservation, and improve the quality and livability, of
manufactured home communities to prevent displacement.

2. Increase Access to Homeownership

((H-173)) H-163 King County shall provide financial assistance for ((ownership))
housing rehabilitation to ((fow-income)) home((-))owners at or below
80 percent of area median income, including owners of
((mobite/))manufactured homes residing in ((parks)) mobile home
communities or on their own land through individual or cooperative
ownership. ((King—€ounty—should—also—consider—support—for
community-based-—repair—programs;—such—as—tool-banks—or—painting
programs:))

((H-174)) H-164 King County should work with local lenders and non((=))profit
organizations providing home((—))ownership assistance to expand
assistance for eligible income-qualified homebuyers, including
homebuyer education and counseling, mortgage default and
foreclosure counseling, culturally relevant low cost financing and
assistance with down payments and closing costs, and alternative
ownership housing models such as land trusts((;)) and co-housing((;
etc)).

H-165 King County should advocate for revisions to state law that facilitate and
support tools, such as condominium reforms, for advancing more
homeownership opportunities.
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3. Tenant Protections, Eviction Prevention, and Homelessness

« . . .. .
H-469 ';:"9' E“.“'P':’ SII'E'" FIIE" IE' Iemlle's'"'a rofe ""I "."'aflE'"Ie"t"'_gl.“'E."" Home

H-168)) H-166 King County ((should)) shall support ((flexible)) and implement

programs and ((emergingstrategies)) policies that increase housing
stability and ((that)) help to prevent and reduce homelessness, such as

permanent supportive housing, emergency rental assistance, short-
term rental assistance, diversion assistance, eviction prevention,
mortgage default and foreclosure counseling, and improvements to
emergency services referral networks, including coordinating with
service providers contracting with King County to develop an efficient,
coordinated intake system for families and individuals experiencing
homelessness.

H-167 King County should support federal and state legislation that prohibits

rental property owners from:
a. contracting with companies that coordinate rental housing prices

and housing supply information; and
b. coordinating price, supply, and other rental housing information

with other rental property owners.

o~ M H A (D I R | -
COITITTarmies, |_|UUDH|9 HllUlUdUlllLy diTyu dll 1TU U

11 |
FTOTTTITCTITSSTTESS

H-—1—1—2))H-168 King County should encourage development of permanent
supportive and other affordable housing through redevelopment of
nonresidential buildings((; such-as-schools-and-commercial-buildings;))

in locations suitable for housing to create housing stability for
households at or below 80 percent of area median income and in ways

that preserve significant historic features where appropriate.

((H- . . . .
g-ounty-she PT . . . - and-program
. ng y g ;
h f ina funds—that 9 I‘I'II d ; ‘Ig,
and-rental-assistance-programs:
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H-172)) H-169 King County shall support:

a. Rental assistance, eviction prevention, and other programs that
provide ((landlord-tenant—counseling;—sessions—and—workshops;
mediation-inlandlord-tenant-disputes;)) tenants with the resources

and information to successfully navigate landlord-tenant disputes;
and

b. ((I))Legislation that ((protects-the rightsof-tenants-and{andlords;such

contracts)) increases tenants' access to safe, affordable, healthy, and
stable housing.

H-170 King County shall pursue code changes that provide housing stability

for tenants, including rent stabilization, and protect investment for the
rental property owner.

((H=170)) H-171 King County shall work with jurisdictions and housing providers
locally and across the state to urge state and federal governments to
expand funding for direct assistance services, such as ((flexible)) rental
assistance and eviction preventmn resources, diversion assistance, and

emergency housing services. ((In—addition—torental-assistance; King
€ounty-should-support-programs-that-helpprevent-homelessness-and

. . . :
. N prevs . gency ™
individ gl rencing } } ! y

H-115)) H-172 King County should work with the King County Regional
Homelessness Authority and other housing partners and
((jurisdictions)) cities to oppose and repeal policies, regulations, and
actions that result in the criminalization of homelessness and homeless
encampments.

H-173 King County should collaborate with the City of Seattle, the King
County Regional Homelessness Authority, other cities, and housing

partners in efforts to prevent and end homelessness and focus those

efforts on providing permanent housing with supportive services,
expanding safe temporary shelter, and securing necessary resources to

implement these efforts.

G. Health Equity

Healthy housing protects all residents from exposure to harmful substances and
environments, provides opportunities for safe and convenient daily physical activity,
reduces the risk of injury, and ensures access to healthy food and social connectivity.
Housing characteristics, including location, surrounding conditions, size, indoor air
quality, ambient pollution exposure, and amenity availability, significantly affect
household residents’ physical and mental health. Household conditions in the built
environment, where people spend the most time, have a pronounced effect on health
outcomes, especially for children and youth experiencing their sensitive years of
physical, emotional, and mental development. An unaffordable housing market,
historical racially restrictive covenants, and other patterns of systemic disinvestment
have resulted in significant disparities in housing-related health outcomes. In King
County, asthma, mental health challenges, and elevated blood lead levels are more
prevalent in households of greater social vulnerability.

Chemicals representing the “worst in class” substances prevalent in the building
industry that pose serious risks to human health and the environment are identified as
red list chemicals. Red list chemicals serve many different functions in many building
products. However, the use of these chemicals can cause harm to health and the
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environment. Hazards include cancer, reproductive toxicity, acute or chronic organ
toxicity, endocrine disruption, ozone depletion, and others. Although prevalent, red list
chemicals are not necessary in most instances. Safer chemical alternatives, product
designs, and building designs are possible.

((H-139)) H-174 King County should ((provide—opportunitiesfor-incorporation—of))
incorporate the principles of healthy housing and communities ((and

housing;sustainability,-and-greenhousegas-emissions-mitigation)) into

programs, plans, and policy initiatives on ((housing;)) affordable
housing, and community development in unincorporated areas.

H-175 King County should promote the incorporation of non-toxic and red
list-free materials in the construction of affordable housing through use

of the Evergreen Sustainable Development Standard, to improve the
social determinants of health for residents.

((H=113)) H-176 King County should support the development, preservation, and
rehabilitation of affordable, healthy, and sustainable housing that
protects residents from exposure to harmful substances and
environments, ((including)) such as lead ((poisoning;)); reduces the risk
of injury((;)); is well-maintained((;)); and is adaptable to all ages and
abilities. King County should work on a regional level with jurisdictions
to explore tools to ensure healthy housing is provided throughout the
region to improve housing stability of residents.

((H-204)) H-177 King County shall strive to apply principles that lead to thriving
healthy communities in all neighborhoods of the ((region)) county.

((King—€ounty—will—support—public-health—investments—thathelp—al
residents—to—live—in—thriving—communities—where—they—have—the
opportumty—to—make—healthythmce&)) King County shall support:

Access to safe and convenient opportunities to be physically active,
including access to walking, bicycling, recreation, and transit
infrastructure;

b. Access to healthy, affordable foods and the elimination of food
deserts;

c. Protection from exposure to harmful environmental agents, such as
lead((;)) and infectious disease;

d. Access to transportation infrastructure designed to prevent
pedestrian, bicyclist, and motor vehicle-related injuries;

e. ((Residential-n))Neighborhoods free from violence and fear of
violence;

f. Protection from involuntary exposure to second((-))hand tobacco
smoke and under-age access to tobacco products;

g. Protection from disproportionate retail and promotion of products
known to cause poor health outcomes, such as tobacco and

cannabis, in areas where residents have higher social vulnerability
and risk factors;

h. Community amenities and design that maximizes opportunities for
social connectivity and stress reduction; and

((he)) i A range of health services, including timely emergency
response and culturally-((specific))relevant preventive medical,
behavioral, and dental care within their community.

1. Asthma Prevention

Approximately six percent of children and nearly nine percent of adults in King County
have been diagnosed with asthma. The demographic group in which this chronic
disease is most common is American Indians/Alaska Natives, with a prevalence of over
26 percent. Housing is perhaps the most critical social determinant in asthma health
disparities. Water intrusion, which can stem from plumbing leaks, roof leaks, and
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unventilated or damp basements, may lead to mold development and attract pests.
Cracks, holes in the walls, and water leaks are associated with cockroach allergen.
Research has shown that household repairs to address these conditions reduce asthma
symptoms and hospitalizations and improve quality of life.

((H-116)) H-178 King County shall support and encourage smoke free policies in
((multi-family)) multiunit housing and affordable housing, where
appropriate.

H-179 Public Health - Seattle & King County should reduce the prevalence and

harm of asthma by conducting population studies, providing technical

support to policy advocates, and training and deploying a Community
Health Worker program.

2. Safe Firearm Storage

Crime and perceived safety ((varfes)) vary by geographic area in King County and is an
equity and racial and social justice concern. Safe communities promote resiliency and
can act as a protective factor preventing violence and other crime. In_particular
((&))gun violence, including suicide, is ((inparticutar)) a public health and public safety
issue. Unsafe((ty-stored-firearms)) firearm storage ((are—arisk-factor-for-suicideorother
viotenceinthe-home—tn—addition,unsafestorage—contributestogun-theftwhich)) can
result in the gun finding its way into the hands of someone planning to use it for suicide,
homicide, or assault. ((Over—half—ofKing—County—residents—who—own—firearms
tapproximatety-123;060-peopte based-on20t4data) report that they storeatteast one
unsafefirearm—storageresutted—directty or-indirectly ina—chitd'sdeath:)) For the most
recent three years for which King County data are available (2016, 2018, and 2020), 27
percent of firearm owners with children and 44 percent of firearm owners without
children kept their firearms stored unlocked. Evidence has shown that safely storing
firearms - unloaded and locked - is a protective factor in preventing youth suicide. Safe
storage can also limit theft((;)) and the expansion of the illegal gun market. Education of
firearm owners about safe firearm storage is a key public health strategy, as is making

safe f|rearm storage an easy ch0|ce ((Emergingevidenceatsoshows-thatcommumnity

((H-209)) H-180 King County should work to address the public health and public
safety crisis of gun violence by collecting epidemiological and other
data((;)): engaging with cities, local neighborhoods, and other
((stakeholders;)) partners; and making information available that
promotes safe firearm storage and fosters community safety.

H-181 King County shall work with jurisdictions, the private sector, state and

federal governments, other funders of public housing, other public
agencies, and the nonprofit sector to support public and private

housing that allows for the opportunity to encourage permanent safe
firearm storage locations that make safe storage an easy choice and

foster safety from injury and violence, through exploring housing and
community designs that are shown to increase connectivity and reduce

violence.

3. (Reducing)) Eliminating Lead Exposure

Although exposures to lead have generally decreased ((asaresultof)) due to regulatory
interventions, lead poisoning remains a significant, but preventable, environmental
((hreatth)) justice problem. ((©ur)) The most vulnerable populations are children under
((6)) six years of age. (( i i K

i = int)) Lead-based paint is the largest source of lead exposure
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nationwide and in King County. The greatest lead-based paint risk is in housing built
before 1978. The ((2610-2644)) 2017-2021 American Community Survey ((5-Y¥ear))
Public Use Microdata Sample indicates that among King County children under age six,
46 percent I|ve in homes built before 1978. ((Estimatesshows 54%ofattKing-County

; -)) The preferred method for eliminating exposure from
lead-based paint would be to remove it from all housing; however, it is impracticable to
require this of all property owners. King County assists developers, ((buitding—and))
home((-))owners, and tenants to become aware of the lead-based paint risks, its impacts
((to)) on health, and the tools and requirements needed to reduce exposures, including
the use of lead-safe work practices.

King County has reqgulatory or programmatic reach to address many housing-related
health challenges. Most new affordable housing is developed under Washington State
Everareen Sustainable Development Standards, and substantial renovation of existing
housing may require upgrades to the current building code. Indoor air quality is being
improved in the limited number of homes that receive equipment and/or technical
assistance from Public Health - Seattle & King County and partner programs.

The policies in this subsection are intended to work upstream of programmatic
responses to help avoid and mitigate exposures and harms. They point to harm-
reduction countermeasures in housing development characteristics, operations and
maintenance stages, and housing demolition practices.

((H=210)) H-182 King County ((should-seek-to-developstrategies-to-decrease)) shall
implement strategies to eliminate exposure to lead where children,
youth, and families live, learn, and play, including:

a. Advocating for countywide efforts to screen all children (at 12

months and 24 months) for exposure to lead poisoning and

monitoring of this data;
b. Working to ensure all renovation, repair, and painting work that

disturbs painted surfaces in pre-1978 dwellings be performed in
compliance with the requirements of the Washington Department

of Commerce to reduce exposure to lead-contaminated dusts; and
c.  Working to ensure strategies are used that minimize or eliminate
the spread of lead dust during the demolition of pre-1978

residential and commercial buildings, including community
education and notification.

(H-241 King-County-shalt-ad re £ ronal-effortst H-children-{at
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. ((Regionat)) Health and Human

Services

King County has a regional role in health and human services, working with many
partners, such as the federal, state, and other local governments, service providers,
non((=))profit organizations, foundations, faith communities, businesses, schools, and the
criminal ((justice)) legal system, to help those most in need. King County's investments
in human serwces are gwded by (fHeatth-andHumanServices Fransformationand-the

Potictesfor HurmanServices;)) po||C|es in this section and the Best Starts for Kids Levy:
Mental lllness and Drug Dependency Behavioral Health Sales Tax Fund; Veterans,
Seniors, and Human Services Levy; Crisis Cares Centers Levy: Initial Health through
Housing Implementation Plan 2022-2028, or successor plans; Strategic Climate Action
Plan: and the King County Board of Health Planning for Healthy Communities

Guidelines and Recommendations.((and-uttimatety the KingCounty Strategic Plan.

Ptan)) King County places a strong emphasis on ((prevention;)) stablllzmg people and
diverting them from jails, emergency rooms, and crisis services by providing residents

with appropriate treatment and services ((forthose—with—thehigh—reeds;as—wett=s
providing))._The County also provides upstream prevention ((and-ntervention)) services

((and—opportunities—that—increase—the—stability and—resiliency)) for the health of

children((;)) and youth ((;andcommunities,and)) to reduce the need for acute care and
crisis interventions later in life.

3jC SMponeT 7)) Klng County's

overrehance on the cr|m|na| legal system and emergency medical responses to health
and human service needs has proven fiscally unsustainable, ineffective at creating
lasting change, and frequently harmful to Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color

(C—Fheinitiat ¢ ServicosFrans o FamitiarFaces—€ tiesof
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residents. Acknowledqging these unacceptable costs, King County and other partners
have expanded alternative approaches to prevent unnecessary engagement with law
enforcement and the criminal legal system, including jail diversion programs and

increased coordination with health and human services program ((—rn—ordeﬁ-o—mevem

The King County Regional Homelessness Authority was created to coordinate funding,
contracting, service delivery, and performance measurement for the regional
homelessness crisis response system.. After King County and the City of Seattle signed
the Interlocal Agreement to establish the Regional Homelessness Authority in 2020, and
with support from the Sound Cities Association, the transition of homelessness crisis
response to the Regional Homelessness Authority began. The County continues to
separately fund and manage investments in capital housing development and other
permanent housing purposes.

A. Health and Human Service Provision

((H-203)) H-201 ((Ki

accountability-and-equity-and-social-justice:)) King County ((embraces
the—following—principles)) shall promote effectiveness, accountabili

equity, and racial and social justice in its health and human service
actions and investments by:
a. ((King—€ounty—will—provide)) Providing information to the

community on its health, human services, and behavioral health
system planning and evaluation activities, funding processes and
criteria, and on the results of its investments in a transparent,
accountable, and culturally- and audience-appropriate manner;

b. ((King-€ounty willuphold)) Upholding federal, state, and local laws
against discrimination;

c. ((promote—culturally competent,)) Promoting culturally relevant and
equitable ((and-relevant)) service delivery;

d. ((and-wilwork)) Working to end disparities in social, health, and
economic status among communities and people of different racial
and ethnic backgrounds;

((e3)) e. ((King—€County—will—work)) Working with local service
providers to provide behavioral health services to ((low-income))
individuals in need, including ((high—quality)) equitable prevention,
crisis diversion, mental health, substance ((abuse)) use disorder,
and co-occurring disorder treatment services to youth, young
adults, and ((older-adults)) people aged 62 years and older. The
((c))County ((will)) shall assume primary responsibility for
coordinating the provision of countywide behavioral health
services (including crisis services, mental health treatment,

substance use disorder treatment, co-occurring disorder treatment,
and housing support services), working in partnership with the

state, cities, managed care organizations, and local service
providers;

() £. ((King—€ounty—will—encourage)) Supporting service
approaches that promote recovery and ((resiliency)) resilience and
support individuals and families to achieve their full potential to
live meaningful and productive lives in the community;

((e<)) @. ((King-County-will-foster)) Fostering integration of systems
of care through increased information sharing and collaborative
efforts across agencies and programs for the purpose of improved
service delivery, coordination, and shared outcomes; and
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1526 ((£:)) h. ((Fogether—with—its—partners,King—€ounty—will)) Working
1527 with its partners to assess and respond to changing human service
1528 and behavioral health needs and use data, research, innovation,
1529 analysis, and evidence-based practices to drive its investments.
1530

1531 H-202 King County shall retain responsibility for implementation of
1532 mandated, through law or policy, countywide specialty systems for:
1533 behavioral health, including crisis services, mental health treatment,
1534 substance use disorder treatment, co-occurring disorder treatment, and
1535 housing support services; physical, emotional, and cognitive health;
1536 public health; veterans, military servicemembers, and their respective
1537 families; people aged 62 years and older; children, families, and youth;
1538 vulnerable adults; and people with developmental disabilities.

1539

1540 ((H-261)) H-203 In coordination with local jurisdictions, funding partners, and
1541 community partners, King County ((will—seek—to—build—and)) shall
1542 develop and sustain coordinated regional health and human services
1543 and behavioral health systems to provide services, support((s)), safety,
1544 and opportunity to those most in need. In carrying out its role in such
1545 systems, King County ((government-will)) shall:

1546 Work with other jurisdictions and organlzatlons to ((define))
1547 implement a regional health and human services and behavioral
1548 health system((s)) and strengthen financing, access, and overall
1549 effectiveness of services;

1550 b. Collaborate with other funders to ((assure)) ensure coordination in
1551 how funds are used, and continue to explore improvements to
1552 system design, contracting, and data collection and analysis; and
1553 c. ((Retainresponsibility-for-the-development-and-implementationof
1554 mandated;—through—taw—or—adopted—€County policy, countywide
1555 specialty—systems—forbehavioral-health{includingmental-health
1556 and-—substance—use—disorder—treatment),physical,—emotional-and
1557 cognitive—health; —public—health, {(drug—and—alcohol—abuse—and
1558 7 ; chi 7

1559 adults;and-peoplewith-developmental-disabilities;

1560 d-—Define—its—regional—role—in—other—human——service—and
1561 prevention-oriented—systems,—including—systems—that—address
1562 homelessness,—older—adults' needs,—domestic—violence,—sexual
1563 _ crisi . . i : . .

1564 prevention-and-youth-and-family services;

1565 e—Assess—and—measure—the—health—and needs—of King—County's
1566 residents-on-an-ongoingbasis-and-modify strategies-torespond-to
1567 changing needs; outcomes;-and-newresearch;-and

1568 f)) Review the effectiveness and appropriateness of this policy
1569 framework periodically and revise if needed.

1570

1571 H-204 King County shall partner with regional bodies, such as the King
1572 County Regional Homelessness Authority, that lead other human
1573 service and prevention-oriented systems, including those that address
1574 homelessness, the needs of people aged 62 years and older, domestic
1575 violence, gender-based violence, crisis diversion and re-entry, early
1576 intervention and prevention, youth and family services, and climate-
1577 related emergencies such as severe weather response for people
1578 experiencing homelessness.

1579

1580 ((H-202)) H-205 King County((‘s—priorities—for)) shall prioritize human service
1581 ((investments—willbe)) programs and services that help people in need
1582 become more stable and ((resilient)) healthy, and that prevent or
1583 reduce the need for costly emergency medical services, crisis services,
1584 and involvement with the criminal ((justice)) legal system. King County
1585 ((wilt)) shall focus resources and efforts on effective intervention and
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prevention that improve individual and community quality of life and
enhance equity and racial and social justice. King County ((will)) shall
preserve the resources necessary to collaborate as a ((true)) partner in
regional human service systems. These focus areas include the
following priority investment areas, which are consistent with other
regional plans and initiatives:

a. Job readiness, support for job development in business innovation
districts;

b. Affordable housing;

c. Community and economic development activities;

d. Strategies to ((make-homelessnessrare; brief-andone-time)) create
a _homelessness response system that centers people with lived
experience to focus on responding to needs and eliminating
inequities to end homelessness for all; ((and))

e. Behavioral health services (including crisis services, mental health
treatment, substance use disorder treatment, co-occurring disorder
treatment, and housing support services); and

f. Strategies and programs to build the life, academic, and

employment skills for young people to reach their full potential as
they transition from childhood to adulthood.

B. Locating and Designing Health and Human
Services Facilities

It is critical to consider the role of the built environment in healing and how health and
care services are provided. The built environment has the potential to transform the
quality of life that people experience when they are in care. Thoughtful people- and
patient-centered design has the potential to build on individual or community
resiliency, mitigate prior trauma, prevent further harm, and promote healing, especially
when developed in consultation with those who use the facility.

Consideration of the physical environment, both inside and outside of facilities, can
support trauma-informed care by health service providers. Such design incorporates
elements that support physical, psychological, and emotional safety, such as access to
nature, clear wayfinding, wider hallways, open and well-lit stairways, clear sightlines,
noise mitigation, flexible lighting, calming paint colors, exterior fences, reflecting and
honoring culture, and warm and welcoming open spaces and communal areas.

The design elements of facilities are only one component of how a facility can contribute
to an individual's health and well-being. Where a facility is located and its accessibility
to the clientele it is intended to serve is another important aspect of systems planning.

((H=205)) H-206 King County ((will)) shall support and implement health-related
policies and programs that address the social determinants of health
and the built environment by partnering with health((-))care services,
community-based organizations, foundations, other regional agencies,
boards, commissions, and elected officials to improve public health.

((H-266)) H-207 King County ((will)) shall ((encourage)) support significant increases
in the role and influence of residents living in communities that have
disproportionately lower health outcomes by intentionally engaging
((people)) those who are affected by health and human services policy
development, planning, and service delivery in authentic and

meaningful ways((;-especially residents living-in-communities-that- have
disproportionately fower-health-outcomes)).
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1642 ((H-267—King—€County recognizes-that poverty, tack-of-affordablehousing—and
1643 lack—of—access—to—economicopportunity for—all-residents—are—critical
1644 public-health-issues- King-County will- take stepsto-address-these-issues
1645 through-ongoingcounty plans; programs-and-funding:))

1646

1647 H-208 King County ((will)) shall, to the extent possible, ((focate)) promote the
1648 location of health and human services facilities ((where)) in areas that
1649 balance the County's shared interests in service delivery that is ((most
1650 cost)) more accessible, effective, and efficient. The equity and racial
1651 and social justice opportunities and impacts of possible locations ((witt))
1652 shall be taken into account. Locations should be easily accessible to
1653 anticipated clientele via various transportation methods including
1654 public transit((;)) and make the best use of existing facilities ((and
1655 ars § . . . . ..
1656 uses)) consistent with the land use element of the Comprehensive Plan.
1657

1658 ((H=208a)) H-209 ((When—a—health—and—human—servicesfacility —is—being
1659 relocated;)) King County ((consideration)) should consider, and work to
1660 minimize, the impacts on current clients when a health and human
1661 services facility is being relocated, ((such—as)) which may include
1662 impacts related to accessibility, transportation options, and services
1663 available at the relocated facility.

1664

1665 H-210 People-centered design elements that include principles of patient-
1666 centered, recovery-oriented, and trauma-informed care should be
1667 considered and incorporated in County-owned or funded regional
1668 health and human services facilities, behavioral health facilities
1669 emergency housing, transitional and permanent supportive housing,
1670 and affordable housing.

1671

1672 H-211 King County shall support and incentivize the provision of childcare at
1673 convenient locations, such as near transit and employment centers, to
1674 improve access and opportunity for families with children.

1675

1676 H-212 King County shall support and incentivize culturally relevant childcare
1677 programming for new and existing licensed early learning and
1678 childcare facilities to increase affordability for families across all income
1679 levels, especially those located in childcare access deserts or which
1680 serve families who experience additional barriers to accessing
1681 childcare.
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The environment in King County includes a rich and valuable array of natural resources
ranging from marine and freshwater environments((;)) to the highly urbanized area((s)),
lower-density rural area((s)), highly productive farm and forest land, and to nearly
pristine landscapes in the foothills of the Cascades. The policies in this chapter protect
that environment, ensure its effective management, and support its restoration where
needed((;and-supporttheStrategic Plan's goatofaheatthyenvironment)). King County
residents depend on sound policies not only to protect public health and safety, but
also to preserve quality of life for future generations. King County is committed to
pursuing partnerships, cost effective strategies, and best management practices to
optimize the long((=))term protection and restoration of the environment within available
resources. These ((potices)) policies guide King County’s environmental development
regulations as well as incentives, education, and stewardship programs in
unincorporated King County.

Resowce—tandsﬁt—the—same—ﬁme—t)ﬁhe Growth Management Act requires that each
city and county in Washington State identify, designate, and protect critical areas found
in their local environment. Critical areas, as defined by the Growth Management Act,
include wetlands, areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers used for potable
water, fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, frequently flooded areas, and
geologic hazard areas. Achieving development goals must be integrated with

protectlng cr|t|ca| area funct|ons and values ((Individuat-sotutionscanetaftored by

All parts of the county — from densely developed urban areas, to farm and forest land, to
the Rural Area — have a role to play and a common interest in environmental protection.
Responsibility for environmental protection cannot fall on one geographic area or

((categoryofpeopte)) c ommunlty alone ((Footsforenvironmentat-protection,for—att

For the urban ((residents)) area, environmental protection occurs through ((different))

various means, including investing in wastewater treatment and stormwater
improvements, protecting greenbelts and other remnants of native habitats, adding
new public open space - especially in historically underinvested communities, and
((tiving)) concentrating development in densely developed areas. For the ((r))Rural
((restctents)) Area and Natural Resource Lands, it means protecting aquifers used for
drinking water, using development practices that ((stowly)) infiltrate stormwater, and
((usingbestmanagement practices toprotect)) protecting water quality and habitat for
fish and wildlife. On farm((-))lands, forest((—))lands, and lands in the Rural Area,
stewardship and technical assistance provide((s)) opportunities for supporting
long-term resource use while protecting the environment.

Climate change is already having severe and wide-ranging impacts on public health,
safety, and welfare; the economy; and the environment. Climate change in the Pacific
Northwest is projected to continue to bring more severe weather events including
extreme heat events, wildfires, storms, and droughts; decreased water supply for
people and fish; and changes in habitat and species distribution.
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(«(

decadewas)) Salmon recovery continues to be one of the biggest challenges facing the
Puget Sound Region, despite significant investment in habitat protection and
restoration over more than twenty years since the listing of Chinook salmon and bull
trout as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. ((Since2660,theregionhas
seen)) There has been unprecedented cooperation between Indian tribes, local
governments, residents, ((tribes;)) conservation districts, non((=))profit groups, and
federal and state fisheries managers to develop watershed-based Water Resource
Inventory Area plans for salmon conservation. These plans form the basis for the federal
recovery plan for Chinook salmon. Watershed partners are continuing to work together
to implement and monitor these plans through Water Resource Inventory Area Forums.
Southern Resident orca, which are dependent on Chinook salmon as a food source,
were listed as endangered in 2005.

] . e ol I

sarmrmon—spectes ana unpluvc raottat tmuugn uudngca T uauy upelduun> \>uk,|| as
: ¢ 1 R

mamtenance ot —county roads—and pamb;, imcreased upcn >|ucu,c pluu::uluu, tax

Individual species protections under the Endangered Species Act continue to play an
important role. At the same time, both nationally and internationally, many
governments are initiating multi-species approaches aimed at conserving biodiversity.
Biodiversity refers not only to plants and animals but also to their habitats and the
interactions among species and habitats.

Protection of biodiversity in all its forms and across all landscapes is critical to continued
prosperity and quality of life in King County. In fisheries, forestry, and agriculture, the
value of biodiversity to sustalnlng long- term productivity has been demonstrated in
reglon after reglon (( -

The protection and restoration of b|od|ver5|ty and of a fuII range of supporting habltats
is important to King County. King County ((wilt)) incorporates these considerations in its
operations and practices, ranging from its utility functions (such as wastewater, solid
waste, and stormwater management) to its regulatory and general government
practices.
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Untreated stormwater runoff remains the largest source of pollution to Puget Sound.
Stormwater management requirements and practices continue to evolve, with greater
emphasis on low impact development and green stormwater infrastructure that can
mimic the natural functions of soil and forest cover in slowing and filtering stormwater
runoff by infiltrating or dispersing stormwater on-site, or by capturing and reusing it.
The County continues to develop, apply, and update evidence-based tools to identify
and prioritize actions to achieve the best outcomes for reducing pollution to Puget
Sound.

protect—it:)) Monitoring and performance measurement help local governments to
target limited resources on existing and emerging environmental problems, determine
whether actions are having their intended effect, promote accountability, and adapt

approaches to environmental management. ((the BepartmentofNaturatResourcesand

d d ©SST C vV U (S d O U U V
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. ((NaturatEnvironment—and—Regutatory
Context)) General Policy Guidance

tkewise;—t))The tools King County uses to protect the environment_—_incentives,
regulations, changes in ((c))County operations, planning, capital projects, land
acquisition, education, stewardship, and monitoring —((atso)) need to be integrated. For
example, the regulatory buffers placed around wetlands need to consider changing
conditions in the watershed around the wetland, including natural hydrological

processes. These conditions are influenced by land use, stormwater runoff
management, clearing and grading requirements, and protection of forest cover and
open space. Incentives, education, and technical assistance programs also must work
hand-in-hand so that land((-))owners can access a seamless set of programs that work
together to accomplish environmental protection and restoration.

As part of the ((2664)) 10-year Comprehensive Plan update process, King County
((updated)) updates its critical areas, stormwater runoff management, and clearing and
grading regulations consistent with Growth Management Act requirements to include
best available science, ensure no net loss of the functions and values of critical areas,
and demonstrate “special consideration” given to conservation and protection of
anadromous fish species. These regulations are functionally interrelated, with the

standards for protection of wetlands, aquatic areas, and wildlife areas also working in
tandem with ((fandscape-tevet)) standards for stormwater management, water quality,
and clearing and grading, as well as programs for land conservation.

| L () | ] | H lalas |
gcugldplllb ditJ watersned-oased dPPTUdUTT to PTariTTTy;, >tcvva|u5|||p, ditJ

- )) The County offers a variety of incentives ((avaitabte
to)) for land((—))owners ((through—its—PubticBenefit Rating—Systerm;—a)) to_promote
environmental stewardship and restoration and enhancement of ecosystems. These
include tax incentive programs through which landowners can receive reduced
property taxes in exchange for commltments to protect open space and natural
resources((: : - - =
market-based programs for permanent land protection and regulatory ﬂeX|b|I|ty (e
atternativesto-fixed=widthbuffers)) such as the Transfer of Development Rights program
and fee-in-lieu compensatory mitigation program), ((streamtined—permit—processing;
reducedpermitfees;)) and free or low -cost technical assistance. ((Additionatty, theKing
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King County ((wil)) uses existing and updated subarea and functional plans and Water
Resource Inventory Area salmon recovery plans to ((provide—guidance—to)) guide
programs, regulations, and incentives to protect and restore environmental quality. The
County has initiated the Land Conservation Initiative, which calls for a series of
accelerated actions to close gaps in equitable access to open space and to protect King
County's last, most important natural lands and urban green spaces before increasing
land prices and development pressure foreclose opportunities for conservation. The
Land Conservation Initiative is a regional collaboration between King County, cities,
businesses, farmers, environmental partners, and other key partners to achieve
conservation results more quickly and cost-effectively.

((E-165)) E-101 Environmental quality and important ecological functions shall be
protected and hazards to health and property shall be minimized
through development reviews and implementation of land use ((plans;

management-approach)) and environmental plans and programs.

((E=<161)) E-102 In addition to its regulatory authority, King County should use
incentives to protect and restore the natural environment ((whenever
practicable)). Incentives ((shall)) should be monitored and periodically
reviewed to determine their effectiveness ((interms—of)) at protecting
and restoring natural resources.

((E=102)) E-103 King County should take a regional role in promoting and
supporting environmental stewardship through direct education,
coordinating of educational efforts, and establishing partnerships with
other entities that share similar environmental concerns and
stewardship opportunities.

((E-102a)) E-104 King County ((will)) shall consider environmental justice
and climate ((justice)) equity impacts and disparities in its planning,
projects, and services to assess and mitigate unintended impacts on
frontline communities and to ensure solutions that enhance conditions
for people and the environment.

((E=112a)) E-105 The protection of lands where development would pose hazards
to health and safety, property, important ecological functions, or
environmental quality shall be achieved through acquisition,
enhancement, incentive programs, and appropriate regulations. The
following critical areas and their buffers are particularly susceptible and
shall be protected in King County:

a. ((Floodwaysof-100-yearfloodplains;
b—si o fe—of-40% tandslide—t st

g—Fish-and-Wildlife Habitat Conservation-Areas;-and
h-—Volcanichazard-areas)) Critical aquifer recharge areas;
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b. Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas;
c. Frequently flooded areas, regulated as flood hazard areas;

d. Geologically hazardous areas; and
e. Wetlands.

((E=417)) E-106 King County should take precautionary action informed by best
available science where there is ((a-significant)) risk of damage to the
environment. Precautionary action should be coupled with monitoring
and adaptive management.

King County coordinates many programs internally as well as with other agencies and
governments. The cooperative development and implementation of watershed-based
salmon recovery plans over the last decade has brought together local governments,
federal and state agencies, residents, and interest groups. Continued collaboration at
the watershed level is critical for successful implementation of these habitat focused
plans. Indian ((F))tribes with treaty-reserved fishing rights and the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife co-manage harvest and hatchery actions. Working
closely with these co-managers is essential to ensure that watershed-based salmon
recovery strategies effectively integrate habitat, harvest, and hatchery actions.

King County works closely with federal and state agencies, cities, and other counties to
try to integrate and streamline compliance with federal mandates, including the Clean
Water Act, Clean Air Act, and Endangered Species Act. In doing so, multiple benefits
can be achieved. For example, in some cases mandated monitoring for Clean Water
Act compliance can provide useful information to support salmon conservation efforts.

King County also participates in ((F))the Puget Sound Partnership ((was—created-by-the

coordinate and significantly strengthen the federal state, local, and private efforts
undertaken to date to protect and restore the health of Puget Sound and |ts watersheds

((E-164)) E-107 Development of environmental regulations, restoration and
mitigation projects, and incentive and stewardship programs should be
coordinated with Indian tribes, local jurisdictions, federal and state

agencies, ((tribes;)) special interest groups, and residents when
conserving and restoring the natural environment consistent with
Urban Growth Area, Rural Area, and ((designated)) Natural Resource
Lands goals.

((E422)) E-108 King County’s land use and park planning((;)) and regulatory((;))
and operational functions related to environmental protection, public
safety, and equity should be closely coordinated across departments
and with other applicable agencies and organizations to achieve an
ecosystem-based approach.
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E-109 King County should promote the efficient provision of utilities and
public services by exempting minor activities from ((its)) critical areas

regulations((;)) if the agency ((has—an—approved)) develops a best
management practices plan ((approved-by King-€County,—and-theplan
ensures-that proposed-projects-that may-affect-habitat of listed-species

I red i that toctstl tigat
adverse-impacts)) that:

a. Is based on best available science;

b. Accounts for no net loss of ecological functions; and

c. Ensures projects that may affect habitats of endangered,
threatened, sensitive, or candidate species, or species of local
importance, are carried out in a manner that protects the resource and

mitigates adverse impacts.

The State Environmental Policy Act requires King County to consider the enwronmental
impacts of proposed actions ((

fmpact)). Over the years, King County has adopted development regulations that
address many of the impacts that are likely to occur as a result of development. In many
cases, King County’s regulations adequately address environmental impacts and
development proposals do not require additional mitigation under the State
Environmental Policy Act. However, there may be certain development proposals or
unusual circumstances not contemplated by the development regulations that require
further mitigation under the State Environmental Policy Act. This principle is articulated
in King County Code Chapter 20.44. The presence of a species listed by the federal

government as endangered or threatened ((by-the-federatgovernment)) is an example
of such an unusual circumstance.

(E- . s S .
E-463 ."egulat""l's t°| Ip'le"el"t ""I'""'galted.s'g"'l'ca"t ad"le'se e."."".°""':"tlal

resource.

E-108)) E-110 King County may exercise its substantive authority under the State
Environmental Policy Act to condition or deny proposed actions ((in
order)) to mitigate associated individual or cumulative impacts such as
5|gn|f|cant habltat modification or degradation that ((may—attuaHy—an—

ﬂnparrn'rg—essential—behaworal—pattenrmdudmg)) mpairs breeding,

feeding, spawning, rearing, migrating, ((or)) sheltering, or other

essential behavior patterns for endangered, threatened, sensitive, or
candidate species, or species and habitats of local importance.

IUIILLIUII) dllu leuc:‘ UI bliLiLdl dareds, dllu to givc bl.)ck,idl LUIIbiUCIdLiUII to LIIC

bUIIbUIVdLIUII Ul PIULULLIUII Ireasures lIUbb‘bbdly to PIUDUIVU Ul Clllldllbb‘ dIIdUIUIIIUUb
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. Climate Change

Climate change is one of the paramount environmental and economic challenges for
this generation. Human-caused sources of greenhouse gas emissions, including carbon
dioxide and methane, are causing unprecedented and severe changes in global and
local climate systems. This is the consensus view of the world’s leading scientists,
including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences.

King County faces significant environmental and economic challenges stemming from
climate change, including stressed and rapidly changing ecosystems, costly impacts on
public and private property, and increasing public health risks related to wildfire smoke,
extreme heat waves, and changes in infectious diseases. The impacts of a changing
climate will be experienced differently by King County residents, influenced by factors
such as income, age, health, and location. These changes can act as a threat multiplier
that creates complex challenges, particularly for frontline communities affected by
historical and current inequities who have limited resources to adapt.

Effective and equitable climate action requires a significant commitment on the part of
King County to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, prepare for climate change impacts,
and build sustainable and resilient frontline communities.

King County's ((26%5)) Strategic Climate Action Plan, ((which—was—adopted)) updated
every five years and approved by the King County Council ((through-Motion—14449)), is

ng County s comprehenswe Ieglslatlve and pollcy plan for egwtable cllmate action. ((tt

to—Feam—a—bout—the—eoumy%_dmate—change—commﬂment&)) The Strategic Climate

Action Plan outlines King County’s priorities and commitments for climate action,
integrating climate change and climate equity into all areas of County operations and in
the County's work with cities, partners, communities, and residents. A subset of the
policies and commitments from the Strategic Climate Action Plan are also reflected in

this section of the Comprehenswe Plan. ((fotearmmoreabout-the StrategicClimate
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H H ] H (I L1 | IH ] | H £
CITTISSTOTTS, the PHTary —uariveT —OT TTIUrTTarT L austTu chmate CITalge, daitu—prepodrinmyg 101

IH ) H H ] H | H 1 | M| |
chmate CITalige IIIIIJdL,tb nrdrrever=Cralimygnmyg dima e redsiiygry uyTiariime Idllubl,d[.)c.))

E-201 The County's Strategic Climate Action Plan should guide the planning,

development, and implementation of greenhouse gas reduction goals and
actions, equitable and community-driven climate solutions, and policies

and actions that reduce climate change vulnerabilities and increase climate
resilience.

J; el C /| +
((\.,IIIIIdLb' CTiartgye STITTIee arrad-mmrroacts

11 | £ L H H H | (M ) (M W] |
FTUTITarT LdusTU SUUTLES U yIeTTiToUSTE Yds T STUTTS,  TITCTUUT Ty LATUUTT UTOXRTUT dTTU

J£ o I I S S
NITTY \,uuufy TJrecinrouse Ods CTTISSTOTTS

yall ) ) | ] ] | H W £ H H
Crrmate Criatige oveTd tre—tast ucntwy Tas—PDTTIT CausTu pPIiiTTarity 1o e redsiimtyg

) H H ) ] ] (N sl | H M| 145
Yreerimoust yds TS STOTTS SUTTT ds IIIUtIIdIIU, carpon atoxtrae ana nitrous—oxrae Ty

f illg Cuunty government upwatiunb create ylcculluu>c gas ersstons:)) Major
((government)) sources of greenhouse gas emissions from King County government
operations are associated with combustion of diesel and gasoline for transit buses and
fleet vehicles, methane from landfills, electricity usage, fossil fuel usage in buildings and
for wastewater treatment, and emissions from the production, use, and disposal of
government-purchased goods and services.
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Countywide

WithimKing—County's—geography)) At the countywide community scale, the largest
contributors to greenhouse gas emissions are ((primarity—caused—by)) fossil fuel use
(¢ ; S ; i
buitdings{naturat-gasand-heatingoil})) for building energy and transportation, followed

to a lesser extent by land use, refrigerants, waste, and wastewater. In King County,
overall greenhouse gas emissions increased by 11 percent from 2007 to 2019; however,
per capita emissions declined by seven percent during the same time period. The most
substantial drivers for an increase in emissions were population growth, higher
greenhouse gas emissions from electricity, and increased aviation emissions. The
largest contributors to decreasing emissions have been increased efficiency of
passenger vehicles (decreased emissions per mile) and more efficient electricity use by
households and commercial entities. Additional significant emissions are associated
with consumption in King County, but these sources do not necessarily occur within its
geographic borders. These emissions are created through the production, transport,
sale, use, and disposal of ((imported)) purchased goods and services ((suchasfoodand
etectronics)).

D H £ /. + I} / +
((Flb'pdlllly TOT-CIHTTate Criartye mrroatts

C ADNTIR £ L test J J
CVen T ai nmuman Ssources o greennouse gas emissions ceased toaay,

11 | |
yrobdr daitd

King County ((has—a—tongrecord—of)) is committed to innovation, leadership, and
investment in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, prioritizing climate equity, and
preparing for the impacts of climate change. Consideration of climate change impacts
and opportunities to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions are deeply
embedded throughout the work plans and capital investments of ((c))County

departments and lines of business. ((Since2010,the-investmentsin—energy efficiency

The following ((sections—of-this—section—hightight—and)) subsections include climate-

related policies, which are consistent with key ((2615)) Strategic Climate Action Plan

((potictesandcommitments)) goals, strategies, and priority actions.
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((B:)) A. Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions
King County is ((teading—byexampte—in)) reducing operational sources of greenhouse

gas emissions through efforts such as:

kiro—treeptanting—andrestoratronprofec at-enhancebiotogicatcarbo
sequestration)) Increasing the efficiency of County vehicle fleets and minimizing
their greenhouse gas emissions;

Reducing energy use in County facilities, making investments to reduce building
fossil fuel use, and producing more renewable energy;

Building, maintaining, and operating County facilities consistent with the highest
green building and sustainable building practices;

Minimizing operational resource use, maximizing reuse and recycling, and choosing
products and services with low environmental and greenhouse gas impacts; and
Managing and restoring County-owned parks, natural lands, and farmlands to
maximize biological carbon storage and increase climate resilience.

King County is also supporting emissions reductions at the broader countywide scale
through ((sustaimabtetand—usepoticiestransportation—infrastructure,and-through—the
poticies)) efforts such as:

4

] ! e I ! . 1
to—uroan—areas to —reduce —emissions refated —to—transportatron—ana—rew

devetopment))

Reducing passenger car trips and vehicle emissions by sustaining and increasing

transit services, focusing development into urban areas and centers, supporting
equitable pricing of vehicle usage, and supporting clean fuels and electric vehicles;
Reducing energy and fossil fuel use in the built environment and increasing the use
of clean energy supplies and technologies by partnering to develop efficiency
programs and supporting converting oil, natural gas, and propane-heated homes
to clean sources;

Reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions associated with new
construction, additions, retrofits, and remodels in all buildings in King County by
working with partners to advance state green building code amendments, updating
building codes in unincorporated King County, and improving commercial energy
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code;

Achieving a circular economy, whereby waste is minimized though prevention,
reuse, recycling, and materials staying in use longer, by spurring and supporting
new recycled markets, implementing a regional organics plan, prioritizing food
waste reduction strategies, and making recycling improvements at County-owned
transfer stations; and

Protecting high-value forests and farmlands, expanding the total area of forest
cover and actively farmed lands, and restoring health, vitality, and resilience of
forest and farmlands by implementing the Land Conservation Initiative and Rural
Forest Carbon Program, and ensuring that strategies to reduce emissions and
increase carbon sequestration are included in farm and forest stewardship plans.

King County is committed to actions and solutions that reduce emissions and prevent
and repair harms to frontline communities. To learn more about how the County is
committed to advancing climate equity, see additional details in the "Advancing Climate
Equity" subsection of this section. Many actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions
result in additional benefits, such as saving energy and fuel costs, improving health, and
minimizing other types of air and water pollution. For example, walkable, transit-
oriented communities have been shown to have significantly below average per capita
greenhouse gas emissions while at the same time saving residents money, supporting
healthier lifestyles, and creating stronger communities.

In some cases, ((c))County actions are direct sources of greenhouse gas emissions((;))
but, when considered at a broader scale, have a net emissions reduction benefit. For

example, ((providingpublictransportationresuttsin—significantdirectgreenhouse—gas

emissions,primarity fromcombustingdieset—At-the—same-time;)) the greenhouse gas
emissions avoided by providing public transit service ((offsetsthesedirectoperationat
fssi i img)) - from decreased driving, providing
traffic congestion relief, and supporting walkable, efficient land use - are three times
greater than direct emissions from operating public transit service itself. As this
example shows, there are sometimes complex considerations that need to be taken into
account in making decisions about greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategies.

1. Government Operations

((E-265)) E-202 King County shall reduce greenhouse gas emissions from ((alt
facetsof)) its operations and actions, including but not limited to, those
associated with construction and management of ((c))County-owned
facilities, infrastructure development, transportation, and
environmental protection programs, to achieve the emissions
reductions targets set in ((E=206)) E-203 and to work towards the
carbon neutral goal in F-((215b))415.

((E=206)) E-203 King County shall reduce total greenhouse gas emissions from
government operations, compared to a 2007 baseline, by at least
((25%)) 50 percent by ((2620)) 2025 and ((50%)) 80 percent by 2030.
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((E=266a)) E-204 King County’'s Department of Natural Resources and Parks,
including the Wastewater Treatment Division, Solid Waste Division,
Parks and Recreation Division, and Water and Land Resources Division,

shall achieve, at a minimum, net carbon neutrality ((foritsoperations by

2017)) on an annual basis.

((E=206b)) E-205 King County’'s Wastewater Treatment Division and Solid Waste
Division shall each independently achieve carbon-neutral operations by
2025.

((E-2067)) E-206 King County shall ((develop—and)) continue to implement an
operational "social cost of carbon." The social cost of carbon should be
used in life-cycle assessments and decision making related to County
operations, including for purchase of vehicles, buses, and fuels, for
facility construction and resource efficiency projects, and for related
technology investments. King County should also ((pursue)) consider
using the social cost of carbon to inform broader County planning and
decision making.

(E-208 King—C hall imize_ti . ¢ ¢
fctsf : 6 } tuced b
"":m”'m "IEE'""E'” and “solid ""Im III'!'”“'I m E'I I"”""'“ '“”'t

E-209)) E-:207 King County ((will)) shall continue to evaluate its own maintenance
and operations practices, including procurement, for opportunities to
reduce its own emissions or emissions produced in the manufacturing
of products.

2. Countywide

((2614;)) King County and the 39 King County cities ((cametogethertodevetop)) have
shared, countywide greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets. ((tnJuly26t4targets
we*re—uﬁam'*mo*crsty)) These tarqets are adopted in the CountVW|de Planning Policies ((by
Te—King—Cour ' >mer The formal adoption of a
shared, communlty scale greenhouse gas emissions target by local governments ((is

=
=

refatively —unusual,—and)) provides a strong foundation and guidepost for
community-scale efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The shared targets are
near- and long-term, ambitious and achievable, and consistent with what climate
science says needs to be done ((inorder)) to av0|d the worst |mpacts of c||mate change

E-210)) E-:208 King County shall ((collaborate)), independently and in
collaboration with ((its)) cities((;)) and other partners, ((to—reduce
tvwid ¢ } .. “ 2007

basetine; by 25% by 2020; 50% by 2030;,and 86% by 2050)) adopt and

implement policies and programs to achieve a target of reducing

countywide sources of greenhouse gas emissions, compared to a 2007
baseline, by 50 percent by 2030, 75 percent by 2040, and 95 percent

by 2050, with net-zero emissions through carbon sequestration and
other strategies by that year. King County shall evaluate and update

these targets over time in consideration of the latest international
climate science and statewide targets aiming to limit the most severe

impacts of climate change and keep global warming under 1.5 degrees
Celsius.
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« . . el er _as: .
9 y . . . ¥
9 } " gIE' c arisd y ficient] I effectivel
measure progresstoward-countywide-targets:))

Renewable energy technology, such as solar power, has the potential for replacing a
significant share of King County's energy portfolio. Renewable energy technologies
that have the benefit of zero or very low levels of greenhouse gas emissions should be
encouraged. Renewable energy production can consider other potential benefits and
uses of available resources, such as avoiding waste-to-renewable-energy efforts that
disincentivize waste reduction or more beneficial societal uses. The renewable energy
technology industry is evolving, and no single technology is guaranteed to fit all the
county's alternative energy needs. King County should provide flexibility in its policies
and regulations to adapt to the changing circumstances.

((E=213)) E-209 King County should ensure that its land use policies, development
and building regulations, technical assistance programs, and incentive
programs support and encourage the use of viable renewable energy,
energy efficiency, and fossil fuel reduction and transition technologies
that ((have)) produce zero or minimal greenhouse gas emissions, while
considering equity and racial and social justice siting impacts.

E-210 King County shall develop and implement building and energy codes

that reduce energy use and phase out fossil fuel use in the built
environment within King County'’s jurisdiction.

E-211 King County shall support:

a. Stronger Washington State building and energy codes and policies
that reduce energy use, reduce the embodied carbon of materials

phase out fossil fuel use, and support deployment of electric
vehicles and clean energy; and
b. Increased state resources for local code development and

implementation.

E-212 King County should work with other local building officials and staff, as

well as community partners and the building industry, to effectively
implement building and energy codes that reduce energy use and the

embodied carbon of materials and phase out fossil-fuel use.

((F215a)) E-213 King County should plan to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions associated with new residential and commercial buildings
built in King County ((20390)) 2031.

E-214 King County shall develop and implement countywide community-
scale built environment programs and policies that:

a. Reduce energy use, increase the use of renewable energy, and

phase out the use of fossil fuels, such as: energy loan, residential

efficiency retrofits; and fossil fuel reduction and transition

incentives and programs; and
b. Prioritize access and affordability of solutions for frontline

communities, especially for households at or below 80 percent of
area median income, renter households, and households headed

by people aged 62 years and older.
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3. Assessment

King County has completed periodic inventories and assessments of greenhouse gas
emissions associated with government operations, as well as emissions associated with
all resident and business activity in the county, since 2000. These assessments have
provided valuable data to inform actions that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as
well as to monitor progress toward meeting emissions reduction targets.

((E=202)) E-215 King County shall ((assess-and-publicly reporton:
a.—tsnormalized—and-total-energy usage—and-total-greenhousegas
. . . . ions:
_ X Y ope . . . '
mty g g 9 ivities:
i . 9 . . . .
local y 9 ¢ } 9 . . 1 " y ..
associated-with-tocal-consumption));

a. Assess and publicly report on countywide greenhouse gas

emissions associated with resident, business, and local government
buildings, vehicles, and solid waste at least every two years;

b. Update its comprehensive greenhouse gas emissions inventory that
quantifies all direct local sources of greenhouse gas emissions and
emissions associated with local consumption at least every five
years; and

c. Develop city-specific emissions inventories and data, in partnership
with cities.

((E-203)) E-216 King County shall ((coltaborate—to—set-transparent—standards—to
. Igy 9 . 9 ron—inf t

and-providing-services—such-asrecycling-and-transit-and-shall)) assess
and ((publically)) publicly report on ((these-impacts-as-practicable)) the

net and total energy and greenhouse gas impacts of County operations

and services at least every five years, using best practice accounting
standards.
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B. Advancing Climate Equity

King County recognizes that climate change can have disproportionate impacts on
frontline communities due to existing and historical racial, social, environmental, and
economic inequities.  These inequities create barriers to frontline community
participation in decision-making processes. Climate equity ensures just distribution of
climate protection efforts and alleviates the unequal burdens created by climate change
through an equitable division of accountability, benefits, and opportunities. Addressing
climate change and social inequities simultaneously requires bold action to prioritize
equity, to develop solutions that benefit people and stabilize climate impacts in
partnership with frontline communities, and to address climate change as a threat
multiplier to other social issues, including systemic racism.

As King County transitions away from an extractive fossil fuel-based economy toward a
more resilient, equitable, and sustainable one, it is critical that the County’s solutions
benefit frontline communities and avoid leaving people behind. This approach requires
addressing the root causes of climate vulnerability, which often overlap and compound
impacts. By intentionally investing in and partnering with frontline communities, the
County can center and integrate community-driven climate solutions. The County is
addressing climate equity by working with frontline communities to:

e Plan for and invest in long-term partnerships that build capacity in frontline
communities; Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color populations; and

among youth;

Build the knowledge base of community leaders and community-based
organizations regarding climate change impacts on frontline communities;

Invest in and support green jobs pathways that advance sustainability and living-
wage career opportunities for frontline communities:

Invest in frontline communities' ability to prepare for, respond to, and recover from
emergency events and climate-related health impacts;

Invest in strengthening local, culturally relevant food systems and food security for
populations at risk of food insecurity;

Support, align, and elevate actions and strategies advancing affordable and
climate-resilient _housing in frontline communities, including anti-displacement

strategies;

Support _and invest in_reducing energy burden, and increase access to and
resources for transitioning to sustainable and energy efficient systems; and

Prioritize community-driven mobility development and climate-resilient transit
infrastructure.

E-217 King County shall prioritize and support ongoing partnerships with
frontline communities in co-development and implementation of

County climate planning, policies, and programs.

E-218 King County shall invest in and enable culturally contextualized and
linguistically appropriate climate change education that builds frontline

communities’ capacity to engage on climate change impacts and

solutions.

E-219 King County shall invest in climate solutions that result in equitable
outcomes that benefit frontline communities by:

a. Centering and funding access and pathways to living wage green
jobs and careers for frontline communities, including youth and

Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color populations, and
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that create living wage career pathways into high demand fields;

b. Providing frontline communities with resources and support to
respond to extreme weather events and public health emergencies

through culturally relevant strategies and avenues;
c. Supporting a just food economy that increases affordability and

access to healthy foods;
d. Addressing housing insecurities intensified by climate change

through programs and resources expanding frontline community
access to climate-resilient housing and anti-displacement

strategies; and

e. Expanding public transportation mobility access and climate-
resilient infrastructure for frontline communities in greatest need of
public transit.

E-220 King County shall prioritize an affordable transition from fossil fuels to

renewable energy for frontline communities, and should expand the
availability to those communities of utility assistance and measures for

energy efficiency, renewable energy, and fossil fuel reduction and
transition.

C. Preparing for Climate Change Impacts

Climate change impacts are here and now((;inthetastcentury, seatevetinSeatttehas
ncreased—t5—degreesfahrenheit)). Average annual air temperature is increasing,

heavy rain events are getting heavier, the region is experiencing a long-term decline in
snow_and ice in the Cascades and Olympic mountains, sea level is rising, and ocean
chemistry is changing in ways that are harmful to local marine species like shellfish and
salmon. These changes can have significant consequences. More than 30 deaths in
King County were attributable to a record-setting June 2021 heat wave that saw
temperatures reach 108 degrees Fahrenheit or higher in the County. While greenhouse
gas emissions must be reduced to avoid the worst impacts of climate change, impacts
are projected through the end of the century or longer, even if global and local
greenhouse gas emissions are drastically cut. To ensure that County residents are
prepared for and able to effectively adapt to climate change impacts, ((F))the County is
integrating climate change preparedness into:

e Operations and maintenance of infrastructure, programs, and natural
resources;

e Provision of public services;

e Policies and regulation; and

e Partnerships with other local governments, community groups and businesses.

1. Overarching Climate Change Preparedness Goals
(E- . . . ities—resi :

partners—to —prepare—for—the—effects —of <climate—change—on—the
i '’ r i I '))
E-221 King County shall take actions that equitably reduce climate change

vulnerabilities and increase the resilience of King County residents,

communities, natural systems, and the built environment by:

a. Integrating and accounting for climate impacts in policies, plans,
practices, and procedures, and implementing climate-resilient
decisions;

b. Investing in and using data and other technical information to inform

climate preparedness work at King County;
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c. Prioritizing health and equity in climate preparedness actions and
activities;

d. Strengthening collaborations and partnerships to address countywide
climate impacts and increase regional resilience; and

e. Investing in public outreach, engagement, and technical assistance
related to climate preparedness.

2. Integrating Climate Preparedness

More transformative changes may be needed to achieve climate-resilient outcomes.

Evaluating the effectiveness of actions over time and implementing evidence-based

decisions that reduce climate impacts and increase resilience is necessary.

((E215b)) E-222 King County ((will)) shall plan and prepare for the likely impacts of

climate change on County-owned facilities, infrastructure, and natural

resources, and shall develop and, as feasible, implement strategies to

incorporate climate change response into the design and operations of
its facilities, infrastructure, and natural resources.

((E=215bb)) E-223 King County ((should)) shall develop and implement

regulations that help mitigate and build ((resiliency)) resilience to the
anticipated impacts of climate change, based on best available
information. Such impacts could include sea level rise((;)); changes in
rainfall patterns and flood volumes and frequencies((;)); changes in
average and extreme temperatures and weather((;)); impacts to slope
stability, including increasing and more intense landslides and alluvial
fan hazards; and impacts to forests, including increased wildfires,
droughts ((and-pestinfiltrations)), disease, and insect attacks. Methods
could include mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, establishing sea
level rise regulations, managing existing and limiting new

development in floodplains and riparian areas, and/or strengthening
forests' ability to withstand impacts.

((E=219)) E-224 King County shall integrate estimates of the magnitude and timing

of climate change impacts into capital project planning, siting, design,
and construction and ((also)) implement infrastructure operation and
maintenance programs that consider full life-cycle costs and climate
change impacts in asset management.

((E=216)) E-225 King County shall integrate observed and projected climate change

impacts, including severe weather, extreme heat, extreme cold
flooding, drought, wildfire, and landslides, into emergency
management planning and programs.

((E223)) E-226 King County shall consider projected impacts of climate change on

habitat for salmon and other wildlife when developing long-range
conservation plans and prioritizing habitat protection and restoration
actions.

((E=224)) E-227 To foster resilience to climate change in ecosystems and species,

King County should prioritize efforts such as: the restoration of
floodplains to improve the resilience of major rivers to changing flow
regimes and temperatures; the protection and restoration of riparian
vegetation and mature and old-growth forests to reduce warming in
cold water systems, of wetlands to reduce drought and flooding, and of
connections between different habitats to maintain current seasonal
migration; and facilitate migration opportunities for species whose
ranges shift in latitude and altitude.
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3. Building Technical Capacity

King County is committed to using best available science and technical information to
inform its climate preparedness work. This includes drawing on existing climate change
research and technical studies conducted by other agencies and organizations, as well
as directly funding and/or conducting new studies and technical assessments. This also
includes building internal staff capacity and expertise to apply current data and science
to preparedness activities.

((E-2064)) E-228 King County shall collaborate with ((experts-in-the field-of climate

change;)} the scientific community, including scientists at the University
of Washington’s Climate Impacts Group((;)) or successor groups, and
with state and federal agencies and other jurisdictions, when needed,
to monitor, assess, and publicly share information about the impacts of
climate change in King County, including development of detailed,

science-based estimates of the magnitude and timing of impacts on air
temperatures and heat waves, rainfall patterns and severe weather,

forest health and wildfire, public health, flooding, landslides and debris
flows, channel migration, sea level rise, biodiversity (including fish and

wildlife), and ocean acidification.

E-215bbb)) E-229 King County shall assess the best available sea level rise
projections ((two-years)) prior to each ((eight)) 10-year update((;)) and
shall ((mtorporate—the—pro;echonrmto)) update relevant risk

assessments and policies in the Comprehensive Plan, where
appropriate.

((E-220)) E-230 King County shall periodically review and evaluate climate change
impacts on natural resources that its resource programs are designed to
protect, such as open space, forests, fisheries, productive farmland, and

water ((quality—and-treatment)) resources, ((in—order)) to assess and

improve the efficacy of existing strategies and commitments.

4. Prioritizing Health and Equity

((E-218)) E-231 King County shall ((apply-its Equity impactReview process)) use
equity impact reviews to help prioritize investments in making
infrastructure, natural resources, and communities more resilient to the

impacts of climate change.

((E-225)) E-232 Through land use and transportation actions, King County should
work to reduce ((airquality—and)) climate change ((related)) health
inequities ((and)) related to the exposure of vulnerable populations to
poor air quality and extreme weather events.

((E=226)) E-233 King County shall develop and incorporate into outreach efforts
public health messages related to the health implications of climate
change, particularly in urban communities, and the benefits of actions((;

; gl ansy _; ptro fity- i y
public-health)) that can reduce climate impacts on health.
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1052 E-234 King County should explore creation of culturally welcoming climate
1053 resilience hubs throughout unincorporated King County to equitably
1054 enhance community resilience while reducing greenhouse gas
1055 emissions and improving local quality of life. King County should also
1056 partner through the King County-cities Climate Collaboration to
1057 explore opportunities to partner on climate resilience hubs throughout
1058 all King County.

1059 5. ((PublicServices)) Outreach, Engagement, and Education

1060

1061 E-235 King County shall implement and support equitable outreach,
1062 engagement, and technical assistance related to reducing climate risks.
1063 This should include, but not be limited to, providing information on
1064 climate change impacts in King County, local efforts to address climate
1065 change, and actions that individuals and communities can take to
1066 reduce climate risks.

1067

1068

1069

1070

1071

1072

1073

1074

1075

1076

1077

1078

1079

1080

1081

1082

1083

1084

1085

1086

1087

1088 D. Collaboration with Others

1089 King County recognizes that ((the)) climate change ((chaftenge)) is worldwide in its
1090 scope, ((and—that)) with far-reaching consequences to the environment and to
1091 ((homankind’s)) quality of life ((mayresult—if-thisissue—isnotaddressed—effectively)).
1092 ((Kig)) While the County's actions are important ((contributorstoaddressing-thisissue;
1093 however,—its)) contributions, the global nature ((wilt)) of climate change requires
1094  cooperation across local, regional, state, and international boundaries. King County can
1095 play important roles in collaborating with others ((on—solutions,—especiatly)) through
1096  community outreach, education, advocacy, monitoring, and information sharing with
1097 other ((focat)) governments and universities.

1098

1099 ((E=201)) E-236 King County ((should)) shall participate in and support appropriate
1100 local, regional, and national efforts and organizations focused on
1101 reducing greenhouse gas emissions, advancing climate equity, and
1102 preparing for climate change impacts.

1103
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((E=227)) E-237 King County shall support((s)) comprehensive federal, regional,
and state science-based limits and a market-based price on carbon
pollution and other greenhouse gas emissions. A portion of revenue
from these policies should support local greenhouse gas emissions
reduction efforts, such as funding for transit service, energy efficiency
and fossil fuel reduction projects, and forest protection and restoration

initiatives; efforts that advance climate equity and frontline community

investments; and climate preparedness and resilience efforts.

E-238 King County shall ((also)) support((s)) renewable energy standards for
electricity production and vehicle efficiency performance standards.

((E-228)) E-239 King County ((should)) shall advocate for federal, regional, and
state initiatives and grant and loan programs that support local
investments in projects and programs, such as community solar, fossil
fuel reduction, ((and)) energy efficiency retrofits to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, climate equity, and ((prepare)) preparedness strategies
for climate change impacts.

((E=215a)) E-240 King County ((will)) shall collaborate with ((local)) cities,
residents, and other partners to prepare for and adapt to the effects of
climate change on the environment, natural resources, human health,
public safety, infrastructure, and the economy.

((E=215d)) E-241 King County ((should)) shall share information on climate
change impacts and collaborate on approaches to improving
((resiliency—of}) infrastructure resilience, disaster preparedness, and
public engagement with ((local)) cities and other partners to ((make-the
bestuse—of limited-resources—and)) more efficiently and effectively
engage King County residents.

((E-229)) E-242 King County shall work with ((thebusiness—community)) relevant
industry sector partners to support efforts that reduce energy and fossil
fuel use and greenhouse gas emissions, ((and-topromoteKing-County
and-thePuget-Sound-region—as—a—center-for green-manufacturing)) as
well as to promote locally recognized high growth sectors such as
green manufacturing, construction, transportation, and professional

services in King County and the Puget Sound. The ((c))County shall also
work with community groups, consumers, and the retail sector to

promote the consumption ((of green-manufactured—products)) and

adoption of products and services supporting reduced energy use and
reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

Animals, Plants, and Habitat

A. Conserving King County’s Biodiversity

It is King County's goal to conserve fish and wildlife resources in the county and to
maintain countywide biodiversity. This goal may be achieved through implementation
of several broad policy directions that form an integrated vision for the future. Each of
the pieces is necessary for the whole to be successful. The policy objectives are to: (1)
initiate multi-species, biodiversity management approaches, (2) integrate biodiversity
conservation goals and climate change planning into new and existing developments
and habitat restoration programs, (3) identify and protect fish and wildlife habitat
conservation areas, (4) connect the fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas and other
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important conservation areas and protected lands through a habitat network system, (5)
include working farmland and forestland within the larger conservation landscape, and
(6) provide education and incentive opportunities to engage residents. ((tncentivescan

fow=cost—technicat=assistance:)) Conservation of blodlver5|ty is necessary if benefits
including important ecosystem services such as clean water, natural flood control,
agricultural and timber production, climate ((regutation)) change adaptation, and

pollination currently enjoyed and relied upon by residents of the county are to be
available for future generations.

(4 BiUUIiVb'lbity))

Because of its size, topography, and geology, the diversity of landscapes and habitats in
King County is dramatic. From the Cascade Mountains to Puget Sound, alpine areas to
lowland bogs, King County possesses an astonishing array of habitats and species.
Approximately 220 species of breeding and non-breeding birds are usually seen on an
annual basis in King County. Based on an analysis by the State of Washington, 69
species of mammals, 12 species of amphibians, and 8 species of reptiles are thought to
be breeding in the county. About 50 species of native fish (and 20 species of
introduced fish) are found in the freshwater streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes of King
County. Inthe county’'s marine environment, over 200 species of fish, some 500 species
of invertebrate animals, and eight species of marine mammals can be found. A total of
1,249 (383 introduced) species of vascular plants have been identified in the county.
The diversity of geography combined with King County’s history of land use has shaped
the biodiversity of the past and present and will continue affecting it into the future.

King County defines biodiversity as the variety of living organisms considered at all
levels, from genetic diversity through species, to higher taxonomic levels, including the
variety of habitats, ecosystems, and landscapes in which the species are found. ((Fhe

i fodiversi i i 2)
Biodiversity is the full range of life in all its forms, including the habitats in which ((they))
species live, the ways species interact with each other and their environment, and the
natural processes (such as flooding) that support those interactions.

The biggest threats to biodiversity in King County visible today are climate change and

habitat loss and fragmentation from development((;invasiveptant-and-animat-species;
and-climatechange)).

((E-461)) E-301 King County shall strive to conserve the native diversity of species
and habitats in the county.

((E-402)) E-302 In the Urban Growth Area, King County shall strive to maintain a
quality environment that includes fish and wildlife habitats that support
the greatest diversity of native species consistent with Growth
Management Act-mandated population density objectives.

E-303 ((in—areas—o))Outside the Urban Growth Area, the ((c))County should
strive to maintain, protect, and recover ecological processes, native
landscapes, ecosystems, and habitats that can support viable
populations of native species. This should be accomplished through
coordinated conservation planning and collaborative implementation.
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((E-403)) E-304 King County should develop a biodiversity conservation
framework and conservation strategy to achieve the goals of
maintaining and recovering native biodiversity. ((This—framework

should-be—coordinated-with-the-WashingtonBiodiversity-Conservation
Strategy where-applicable.)) King County should collaborate with other

governments and private and nonprofit organizations on the creation
and implementation of this strategy.
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steadity,especialty imwinter—For-manynativespecies;<))Climate change ((wittpresent))
brings added stresses ((to)) for many native species and ecosystems ((and-poputations)),

including changes in distribution and availability of food, cover, and breeding habitat.
Changes in temperature can alter productivity and growth rates or cause direct
mortality, particularly for salmon, and trigger invasions of non((=))native species. The
range and seasonal presence of some species will shift, and ((itistketythat)) the timing
of when some species are in certain habitats won't match ((with)) the availability of their
food sources. Some species will go extinct locally, and new species will move into the
area. Finally, changing lake and ocean temperatures may have devastating impacts on
the base of food web.

The effects of climate change are ((ontybeginmingto)) being observed and understood
in the county and ((arepresumed-to)) will increase over time. In the face of climate
change, biodiversity conservation may be of critical importance for buffering the effects
of rising temperatures on regional ecosystems, damping the rates of ecological change,
and reducing the potential for sudden, extreme changes in the environment.

((E-465)) E-305 King County should evaluate a range of projected future climate
scenarios based on best available science to help ensure that
biodiversity conservation efforts are able to meet their objectives in a
changing climate.

((c——FEcosystemResitienceandNatarat-Processes))

Ecosystems and habitats suitable for particular species communities are the result of
various geologic, hydrologic, climatic, and biologic processes. Where habitat-forming
processes are intact, ecosystems and their inhabitants are more likely to persist in the
face of environmental variation and disturbances made worse by climate change,
including disease, invasive species, wildfire, flooding, and drought.
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E-413)) E-306 King County’s efforts to restore and maintain biodiversity should
place priority on protecting and restoring ecological processes that
create and sustain habitats and species diversity and support climate

change resilience.

(E-414 wi iringtand-for-habi ion—eff hould-L I
rect_and—rest £ cach_habitatt t tikehrto_t
. tent > " I .

E-411)) E-307 King County should ((conduct-an—analysis-to-identify-areas—critical-for

state—and-federal- mapping—efforts—as—appropriate)) map habitat connectivity
corridors and biodiversity areas to protect fish and wildlife populations in a
changing climate. Areas identified by this analysis ((as—being—critical-for
functional-habitat-connectivity)) should be prioritized by King County, and in

collaboration with Indian tribes, the state, cities, and other landowners, for
land conservation and restoration actions and programs.

2 n: (M sy, 4t A )
((Q DlUUlVb‘lblLy \,U”bUlVdLlUII/—\[J[JIUdL”UD

a—tandscapeContext))

Natural resource protection occurs within an ecological context. Environmental
management should consider not only the immediate site but also the spatial and
temporal context that surrounds it. In terms of spatial context, different activities will
require consideration of different scales—from small sub-basins of a few square miles to
watersheds and ecosystems that contain many hundreds or thousands of square miles.
For example, watershed boundaries are useful ways to define ecological planning units
for resource protection of aquatic systems whereas large-scale vegetation communities
may be more useful for terrestrial systems.

In terms of temporal contexts, habitat conditions and populations can fluctuate over
long time periods. It may take decades to see the results of habitat restoration projects
and other environmental management actions on populations, and in the interim
climate change and possibly major events such as flooding will also impact the
trajectory of restoration actions.

There is no single scale appropriate for all planning and management of conservation
activities. Management within the context of a landscape helps to ensure the actions in
one area will not be undone or rendered unsustainable by conditions in the
surrounding watershed or ecoregion. Conservation efforts designed to protect only
one species could have an unintended, detrimental effect on others. Ecological
communities consist of multiple species often that interact in the same geographical
area.

((E-466)) E-308 King County’s conservation efforts should be integrated across
multiple landscape scales, species, and ecological communities.

((E-467)) E-309 Distribution, spatial structure, and diversity of native wildlife and
plant populations should be taken into account when planning
restoration activities, acquiring land, and designing, planning, and
managing parks.
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((E-468)) E-310 King County should carry out conservation planning efforts in close
collaboration with ((other)) Indian tribes, local governments, ((tribes;))
state and federal governments, land((—))owners, community groups,
and other conservation planning ((stakeholders)) partners.

"Structural diversity" is ((an—accepted—screntificterm—whose)) the range of different

physical landscapes within a habitat. What this means ((meaning)) varies depending on
the ecosystem. For example, ((im)) in a forest, structural diversity means the combination
of tree species, tree height classes, and legacy components (snags, logs); the more of
each of these there are, the greater the forest structural diversity. Structural diversity of
a river or stream means the degree of sinuosity (meaning curviness of the river and
more is better) combined with both native riparian habitat and natural in-stream
structure, which includes downed wood, various-sized substrate, and a combination of
pools, riffles, and glides. "Landscape diversity" means the size, shape, and connectivity
of different ecosystems across a large area; a mosaic of heterogeneous land cover types
and vegetation types; assemblages of different ecosystems.

((E=415)) E-311 King County should conserve areas where conditions support
dynamic ecological processes that sustain important ecosystem and
habitat functions and values, and promote structural and landscape
diversity.

((e—RareEcosystems, Habitats,and-Species))

Rare or sensitive ecosystems, habitats and species are at a greater risk of extinction than
those that are widespread and abundant and therefore should be a high priority for
conservation.  ((An—tmportant—secondary—benefit—of —protecting—habitat—for—rare;
e))Endemic species are those that are ((f))native to a particular geographic area and
found nowhere else. If the habitat where endemic species live is damaged or lost, the
species would cease to exist. ((};ork))Keystone species are those ((fa—spectes)) that ((is))
have a disproportionately large effect on their natural environment relative to their
abundance and are central to the survival of a multitude of other species((}spectes—is

other-species:)). Keystone species may have habitat-regulating functions, as is the case
with sea stars, or they may have habitat-forming functions, as is the case with North
American beavers.
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((E-418)) E-312 King County should assess different land types, habitats, and
resources for:
a. ((the)) Their relative scarcity and sensitivity;
b. ((of—d1fferent—|and—types—halmats—and—resources—the)) their role ((of
theseland-types;, habitats—and-resources)) in supporting endangered,
threatened, sensitive, or candidate species, or species of local
importance; and
c. ((and-thelevelof threattotheseland-types; habitats;andresources
in—terms—ofhabitat modifications—that-would-likely)) the degree to
which habitat alterations would reduce these populations ((of sensitive

species)).

((E-419)) E-313 King County should give special consideration to protection of
rare, endemic, and keystone species when identifying and prioritizing
land areas for protection through acquisition, conservation easements,
and incentive programs.

((E=420)) E-314 King County should incorporate climate change projections into
new species protection plans and shall revise older species protection
plans when feasible or when conducting ((eight)) 10-year updates to
incorporate projected impacts from climate change.

B. Habitat

((42)) 1. Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas

Fish and wildlife habitat conservation, according to the state’s definition, means land
management for maintaining populations of species in suitable habitats within their
natural geographic distribution so that the habitat available is sufficient to support
viable populations over the long term and isolated subpopulations are not created.
This definition does not mean that all individuals of all species at all times must be
maintained, but it does mean not degrading or reducing populations or habitats so that
they are no longer viable over the long term. Additionally, it should be recognized that
geographic distributions will shift with climate change.

Federal laws have been enacted over the past century to protect a wide range of
species. In addition to the Endangered Species Act, other federal laws include the
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Marine Mammal Protection Act, and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Individuals of
Endangered Species Act -listed species, marine mammals, and migratory birds in King
County are protected under the provisions of these laws.

((trordert))To build a robust approach to biodiversity conservation, especially in view
of a changing climate, individual species and habitat protections must be integrated
with a landscape-scale approach to fostering and protecting resilient and diverse
ecosystems. Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas occur on both publicly and
privately owned lands. Designating these areas is an important part of land use
planning for appropriate development densities, the ((u))Urban ((g))Growth ((a))Area
((boundaries)) boundary, open space corridors, incentive-based land conservation and
stewardship programs, and acquisition planning. The policies in this section are
intended to fulfill federal and state requirements for protection of specific species and
habitats while implementing landscape-based approaches to conserve native
biodiversity in the long term. Protection measures designed to help maintain
populations of certain species may necessarily include protecting the habitat where
those species have a primary association with the protected area such as spawning or
breeding, and also for rearing young, resting, roosting, feeding, foraging, and
migrating.

inmdependenttyofeach—other:)) Effectlve conservation and resource management of
aquatic and terrestrial systems requires coordinated planning among departments with
authority over development regulations and guidelines, wastewater treatment,
stormwater management, flood hazard management, groundwater protection,
transportation planning and road building, water quality, natural resource management,
agriculture, and fish and wildlife conservation. Effective conservation planning must
include the interests of private landowners as well.

Coordinated planning and management can improve understanding of cumulative
effects on terrestrial and aquatic systems, and can allow for a systems-based approach
to avoiding or mitigating for adverse effects and improving habitat functions and value
over time.

((E421)) E-315 Terrestrial and aquatic habitats should be conserved and enhanced
to protect and improve conditions for fish and wildlife.

((E-432)) E-316 King County shall designate and protect the following areas as Fish
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas:
a. Areas with which federal- or state-listed endangered, threatened,
candidate, or sensitive species have a primary association;
b. Habitats of Local Importance and ((H))habitats for Species of Local
Importance, including Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas;
c. Wildlife habitat networks designated by the ((c))County;
d. Agquatic Areas
Commercial and recreational shellfish areas;
((e))f Kelp and eelgrass beds;
((f))g. Herring, smelt, and sand lance spawning areas;
((g))h. Riparian ((corridors)) areas; and
((h))i. State aquatic reserves.

(E- . . s . . :
mg y ps Lt . .
|Igl y ¥ ; lations—i tives tal rect
purchase;-as-appropriate:

|®
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o)) 2. Habitat and Development

A key element in local wildlife conservation is the integration of wildlife and habitats into
developments of all types. Wildlife protection does not have to be at odds with many
types of development. Urban ((muttifamity)) multiunit projects, industrial developments,
new school facilities and rural open space projects all provide opportunities to enhance
wildlife ((amrenittes)) habitat quality and connectivity. Residential developers and
businesses have been able to use wildlife in marketing strategies to attract more
potential homeowners, renters, and ((cuatity)) employees.

Techniques such as minimizing clearing during site preparation, using native plant
species in required buffers, landscaping, using bridges ((and-witdlife=specificcrossings))
rather than culverts to cross streams, wildlife-specific crossings, and innovative site
design can be used to promote wildlife presence and connectivity and minimize
((probtems)) conflicts with ((nuisance)) wildlife.  Other plan elements, such as open
space, road system design, and housing density((;)) also have related impacts on the
remaining wildlife values that must be considered.

Benefits to wildlife are enhanced ((if)) when native vegetation is retained or when
screening and landscaping is composed of native vegetation. ((Retentron—ofmaturat

: ; o dhif . h ‘

" " . ays ¢ . 'FS
needHarger-bufferstoprotecttheresource:

E-425)) E-317 King County may increase the size of riparian areas, buffers, and
critical area setbacks ((F))to protect ((or—improve)) adjacent

wetland((s)), ((and)) aquatic area, and riparian habitat((s)), native
vegetated areas that connect wetlands complexes, and species of local

importance and their habitats. ((stream—and—wetland—buffer
E tate:)) Whenever possible,

density transfers, clustering, ((and)) buffer averaging, and other
mechanisms should be ((alowed)) utilized in order to protect and/or
enhance ecological functions.

Both)) Historical, current, and ((historicat)) projected information on habitat conditions,
including climate, and species distribution can inform ecologists and decision-makers
about environmental management decisions. However, decision-makers do not always
have access to complete information.
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((E-416)) E-318 King County should use a mixture of information on historical,
current, and projected future conditions to provide context for
managing public hazards and protecting and restoring habitat.

((E-423)) E-319 ((Newd))Development, erosion control projects, and critical area

mitigation and restoration should((;—where—possible;)) incorporate
native plant communities ((into—the siteplan)), both through the

preservation of existing ((native)) plants and addition of new native
plants. The introduction of nonnative and invasive species should be
avoided.

((E-424)) E-320 King County shall steward public lands well and shall integrate fish
and wildlife habitat considerations into capital improvement projects
whenever feasible. Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas
should be protected and, where possible, enhanced as part of capital
improvement projects.

3.((br))Habitat connectivity

Protecting and enhancing habitat connectivity is a critical action for maintaining
ecosystem integrity and resilience, particularly in the face of climate change. However,
funding for such evaluations is extremely limited. Protection of isolated blocks of
habitat is critical but not enough to adequately protect wildlife in King County. Critical
wildlife habitats and refuges also need to be connected across the landscape through a
system of habitat corridors, or networks.

The King County Wildlife Habitat Network was designed to help reduce the effects of
fragmentation by linking diverse habitats through the developed and developing
landscape. The network is intended to facilitate animal dispersal by connecting isolated
critical areas, segments, open space, and wooded areas on adjacent properties. The
corridors tend to follow riparian areas and streams ((corridors)) across the lowlands and
the upland plateau to the east and southeast of Lake Washington into the foothills. The
Wildlife Habitat Network is mapped on the “Wildlife Network and Public Ownership
Map.”

How wide the corridors within the network should be is related to requirements of
target wildlife species, length of network segment and other important characteristics
within the network. Wider corridors will be required for larger species if the distance
between refuges is great or if multiple uses, such as public access and trails, are desired.
Because it may not be possible to protect wide corridors in the Urban Growth Area, it
may not be possible to accommodate larger wildlife species in all areas. Networks will
address some of the problems of habitat fragmentation for smaller species within the
Urban Growth Area.

Open spaces set aside during subdivision of land should be located to make
connections with larger off-site systems. This approach will also benefit other open
space goals.

((E-410)) E-321 Habitat networks for threatened, endangered and Species of Local
Importance((;—as—listed—in—this—chapter;)) shall be designated and
mapped. Fish and wildlife habitat areas and ((H))habitat networks for
other priority species ((inthe Rural-Area—andNatural - Resourcetands))
should be identified, designated, and mapped using ecoregion
((information—about-the—county—and-its)) and resource((s—and)) data.
Mapping should be coordinated with state and federal ecosystem
mapping efforts as appropriate.
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‘ . . . :
F . . o . . .

E412)) E-322 King County should work with Indian tribes, adjacent jurisdictions,
state and federal governments, ((tribes;)) and landowners to identify

and protect habitat networks at jurisdictional and property boundaries
during development of land use and environmental plans((;—Water

Resource-inventory-Area-salmonrecovery plans;,-and-site development
property-boundaries)).

((57))4. Conservation Incentives and Education

King County offers landowner technical assistance for protection of fish and wildlife
habitat through programs including Forest Stewardship, Noxious Weed Control, ((the
GoNative-webrsite;)) and assistance for native plant restoration and landscaping. Other
organizations, including King Conservation District, Natural Resource Conservation
Service, Washington State University Extension, and Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife's Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary Program offer support to landowners to
enhance fish and wildlife habitat. Landowners can also receive property tax reductions
through the King County Public Benefit Rating System in exchange for protecting and
improving habitat.

((E-443)) E-323 King County should promote voluntary wildlife habitat
enhancement projects by private individuals and businesses through
educational, active stewardship, and incentive programs.

((E-444)) E-324 King County should partner with community associations, realtors,
community groups, and other agencies to conduct targeted outreach to
potential and new property owners about fish and wildlife habitat
education and forestry education and incentive programs, particularly
in the Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands in the county.

((E-469)) E-325 ((A—tiered—system—forprotection—of aquatic resources—should—be

programs,—and—best—available—science:)) Through a coordinated
approach of incentives and acquisitions, King County should prioritize,
enhance, and protect a variety of ecosystems, including urban open
space uplands, riparian areas, floodplains, and aquatic systems with the
highest conservation value and those supporting equitable access to
quality open space.

((c—Whtdtife Habitat- Network
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C. Animals and Plants

((@7)) 1. Federal and State Listed Endangered, Threatened, Sensitive
Species

November—2605:)) Over the last twenty years, several species connected to King

County’s streams and rivers have become listed under the Endangered Species Act.
Threatened species include Chinook salmon, bull trout, and steelhead, and Southern
Resident orca are listed as endangered. The listing of Chinook salmon and Southern
Resident orca are related to one another, as Southern Resident orca rely heavily on
Chinook as a primary food source. The listings trigger requirements for consultations
with the National Marine Fisheries Service on any activity requiring a federal permit,
relying on federal funds, or being sponsored by a federal agency.

The National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have also
issued rules describing regulations deemed necessary to conserve Puget Sound
Chinook and steelhead, as well as other threatened West Coast salmonids. ((Fhese

Iy,

Recovery FundingBoard:))

Final Endangered Species Act Recovery Plans have been developed for Puget Sound
Chinook (2007) ((ard)), bull trout (((2664)) 2015), and Puget Sound steelhead (2019). A
final Recovery Plan for ((©rca—whates)) orca was published in 2008. These plans
describe recovery goals for the species, specific measures to address the factors that
are limiting the health of the species, and timeframes and cost estimates for recovery
measures. Conservation actions identified in Water Resource Inventory Area salmon
recovery plans for King County watersheds are now being implemented subject to
available funding and are anticipated to contribute significantly to the achievement of
recovery goals for these species and their eventual removal from the Endangered
Species list.
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Many of the ((c))County’s ((functiorat)) plans, programs, and development regulations
assist in the ((c))County's effort to conserve and recover Endangered Species Act listed
species. These include the code provisions governing zoning, critical areas, clearing
and grading, landscaping, and the shoreline master program. County ((ptans))
documents guiding operations and regulations include the Surface Water Design
Manual, the ((f)Flood ((h))Hazard ((m))Management ((p))Plan, and ((r))Regional
((w))Wastewater ((s))Services ((p))Plan. Finally, the ((c))County’'s reliance on best
management practices for vegetation management((;)); use of insecticides, herbicides,
and fungicides((;—and)). pest management((;—as—wel—as—for)). and management of
agricultural and forest lands also plays a crucial role in protecting Endangered Species
Act listed species.

((E-499m)) E-326 King County ((will)) shall monitor and evaluate programs
and regulations to determine their effectiveness in contributing to
Endangered Species Act listed species conservation and recovery, and
((wilt)) shall update and enhance programs and plans as necessary.
King County should amend regulations, plans, and best management
practices to enhance their effectiveness in protecting and restoring
((salmonid)) habitat, using a variety of resources, including best
available science as defined in Chapter 365-195 Washington

Administrative Code ((365-195-905through-365-195-925)).

The importance of designating seasonal ranges and habitat elements where federal-
and state-listed endangered, threatened, and sensitive species have a primary
association is that these areas, if altered, may reduce the likelihood that the species will
survive over the long term. The state recommends that King County and other local
jurisdictions identify and classify these areas.

((E-434)) E-327 Habitats for species that have been identified as endangered,
threatened, or sensitive by the state or federal government shall not be
degraded or reduced in size and ((should)) shall be ((conserved))

preserved and protected.

b)) 2. Species and Habitats of Local Importance

Federal and state listings of species as endangered or threatened often encompass
relatively large geographic areas. More localized declines of species within King
County may not be captured by state and federal listings. For example, local monitoring
data indicate the extinction of the ((Early)) Lake Sammamish Kokanee Early run, ((tikety))
possible extinction or_significant decline of the ((Middte)) Lake ((Sammamish))
Washington Kokanee ((satmon)) Middle run, and a significant decline in the ((tate)) Lake

Sammamish Kokanee ((satrmon)) Late run((s)) (2000, apetitontotistjust-thetarly

King—County betieves—the—))Conservation of local native kokanee salmon and |ts
watershed habitat ((toe)) is important to the quality of life and natural heritage of the
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region's residents. ((Fowards—that—end-t))The County maintains strong collaborative
relationships with the watershed cities, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington State Parks, the Muckleshoot Tribe, the
Snoqualmie Tribe, Trout Unlimited, Long Live the Kings, and additional governmental
and non-governmental organizations, schools, watershed residents, and other key
contributors. Together these partners work to: improve kokanee salmon habitat,
including Lake Sammamish, tributary streams, and contributing watershed areas;
conduct research((;)); educate local residents and businesses((;)). and support an
artificial propagation program at the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery and the Long Live the
Kings hatcheries to increase the viability of the kokanee population.

King County defines Species of Local Importance as those species that are of local
concern primarily because of their population status or their sensitivity to habitat
manipulation. The ((c))County takes into consideration native species named as priority
species by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife; anadromous salmonids;
aquatic species whose populations are particularly vulnerable to changes in water
quality and quantity; species whose habitat or mobility is limited (local populations of
species that are immobile or have very limited habitat); and species that can be directly
impacted by King County (for example, where road projects or other infrastructure
development can impact habitat; where the ((c))County may acquire, protect, or restore
certain habitat types). King County Species of Local Importance are identified so that
they and their habitats may be considered during land use planning and protected
during project implementation and development. Habitats for Species of Local
Importance are designated as a type of Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Area and
are covered by policies and regulations designed to protect those areas. However,
individual animals or plants may also be at risk of injury from development or during
construction or other changes to the landscape and may require additional measures to
protect them from injury. For example, freshwater mussels may be protected from an
instream project by relocating individual animals so they are not injured or killed during
construction. Or, a rare individual plant may require the protection of an area of land
because the plant cannot be relocated.

((E-435)) E-328 King County designates the following to be Species of Local

Importance:

a. Salmonids and other anadromous or freshwater fish - Kokanee
salmon, Sockeye/red salmon, Chum salmon, Coho/silver salmon,
Pink salmon, Chinook salmon, Coastal resident/searun cutthroat
trout, Rainbow trout, steelhead trout, bull trout, Pygmy whitefish,
Dolly Varden, Western river lamprey, ((and)) Pacific lamprey, and
Olympic mudminnow;

b. Native Freshwater Mussels - Western pearlshell mussel, Oregon
((and-western)) floater, and western ridge mussel;

c. Shellfish - Dungeness crab, Pandalid shrimp, ((Geoduck)) Butter
clam, Littleneck clam, and ((Pacific)) Olympia oyster;

d. Marine Fish - White sturgeon((;)); Pacific herring((;)): Longfin
smelt((;)); Surfsmelt((;)); Lingcod, Pacific cod; Pacific sand lance((;));
Yelloweye, Brown, Copper, Bocaccio, Canary, and Quillback
Rockfish; English sole((;)); and Southern ((R))rock sole;

e. Birds - Marbled Murrelet; Western grebe, Caspian Tern, Pigeon
Guillemot, Pelagic Cormorant, American bittern, Great blue heron,
Common Loon, Western High Arctic Brant, Harlequin duck,
Bufflehead, Wood duck, Hooded merganser, Barrow's goldeneye,
Common goldeneye, Cinnamon teal, Tundra swan, Trumpeter
swan, Surf scoter, White-winged scoter, Black scoter, Bald Eagle,
Golden Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Northern Goshawk, Osprey,
Spotted owl, Western screech-owl, Sooty grouse, Pacific coast
((B))band-tailed pigeon, Belted kingfisher, ((Hairy—woodpecker;))

Olive-sided flycatcher, Western meadowlark, Cassin’s finch,
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Oregon Vesper Sparrow, Red-eyed Vireo, Purple Martin, Vaux’s
Swift, ((and)) Purple finch, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-backed

Woodpecker, American _ three-toed  woodpecker, Hairy
woodpecker, Pileated woodpecker, and the following bird
concentrations:

i. Waterfowl Concentrations (Anatidae excluding Canada Geese in
urban areas); and

ii. Western Washington nonbreeding concentrations of plovers

(Charadriidae), sandpipers;
f. Mammals - American marten, ((mink;—Columbian—black-tailed

deer;)) Wolverine, Fisher, Gray wolf, Cascade red fox, Douglas
squirrel, Northern flying squirrel, Townsend’s chipmunk, Hoary

marmot, Roosevelt ((E))elk ((in—their—historic—range)), mountain
goat, Pika, Townsend's big-eared bat, roosting concentrations of
Big-brown bat, Pallid bats, and Myotis bats, Killer whale (Orca),
Gray whale, Dall's and Harbor porpoise, Harbor seal, Stellar sea
lions, and concentrations of California sea lions;

g. Amphibians - Red-legged frog, Larch Mountain salamander,

Oregon spotted frog, and Western toad;
h. Reptiles - Western fence lizard and Northwestern pond turtle;

i. Rare Plants - ((bristly sedge;—€anadian—St-—John's-wort;clubmoss

cassiope;—Oregon—goldenaster;—toothed—wood—fern;—Vancouver
ground-cone;-and-white-top-aster)) Tall bugbane, Triangular-lobed
moonwort, Western moonwort, Stalked moonwort, Harvest

brodiaea Alaska harebell, Few-flowered sedge, Long-styled sedge,

Clubmoss mountain-heather, Golden paintbrush, Weak thistle,
Spleenwort-leaved goldthread, Tree clubmoss, Spotted Joe-pye
weed, Kamchatka fritillary, Swamp gentian, Oregon goldenweed,
Large St. Johns'-wort, Pacific peavine, Water lobelia, Northern bog
clubmoss, One-cone clubmoss, White meconella, Branched montia
Old field blue toadflax, Brewer's cliffbrake, Whitebark pine,

Choriso's bog-orchid, Columbia white-topped aster, and Flat-
leaved bladderwort; and

j- ((Hmh-quaMy—ecobgmal—cmnmmﬂtler-—Bcuglas-ﬁr—-—Pauﬁc

Spp-—Shrubland—{Provisional}):)) Other |nvertebrates - Blue gray

taildropper, Hatch's click beetle, Beller's ground beetle, Pacific
clubtail, Western bumblebee, Johnson’s hairstreak, and Valley

silverspot.

((E-436)) E-329 King County shall protect Species of Local Importance through
measures such as regulations, incentives, capital projects, or purchase,
as appropriate.

Caves, cliffs, and talus (a sloping mass of rocky fragments at the base of a cliff) occupy a
very small percent of the total land area, yet they are disproportionately important as
wildlife habitats. The same is true for sphagnum-dominated peat bogs, Oregon white
oak woodlands, herbaceous balds, Westside prairie, old((=))_growth forest, and snag
-rich areas, which have all declined as a result of development. Each of these habitats
concentrates and supports a unique plant and animal community. Plant associations
adjacent to caves, cliff, and talus are important because they help stabilize light and
wind patterns, and as with snag -rich areas, they provide perches for raptors. Caves,
cliffs, talus, Oregon white oak woodlands, herbaceous balds, Westside prairie, and
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sphagnum-dominated peat bogs are fragile environments that can be easily destroyed,
but cannot be easily restored.

((E-437)) E-330 King County shall designate the following to be Habitats of Local
Importance:

Caves;

Cliffs;

((Falus)) Herbaceous balds;

Old-growth forest;

((Sphagnum-dominated—peat—bogs;—and)) Oregon white oak

woodlands;

ponoy

f. Snag-rich areas;
d. Sphagnum-dominated peat bogs;
h. Talus; and

i. Westside prairie.

The federal and state governments also designate “candidate” species. In the context of
the Endangered Species Act, candidate means any species being considered for listing
as an endangered or a threatened species but not yet the subject of a proposed rule.
Lists of federal candidate species are updated annually. Review of these lists and the
supporting assessments can provide valuable information about threats to species
found within King County and can help the ((c))County to be proactive in preparing for
potential future listings.

((E-438)) E-331 King County should review federal and state candidate listings for
information about candidate species that are under consideration for
listing as an endangered or threatened species and found in King
County. King County shall protect habitat for candidate species, as
listed by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife or a federal
agency. Information regarding candidate species should be used to
inform King County’s long-term wildlife conservation and planning
efforts.

((E-439)) E-332 King County shall review fish and wildlife surveys and assessments
with local application to King County and consider additional habitat
protections where warranted. Habitat protection should be
accomplished through incentives, cooperative planning, education,
habitat acquisition, habitat restoration, or other appropriate actions
based on best available science.

((E-440)) E-333 King County should regularly review the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife's list of Priority Species and other scientific
information on species of local importance, and evaluate whether any
species should be added to or deleted from the lists in policies
E-((435))328 and E-((437))330. Any additions or deletions ((should))
may be made through the annual update.

((E-441)) E-334 Development proposals shall be assessed for the presence of King
County Species of Local Importance. A comprehensive assessment
should follow a standard procedure or guidelines and shall occur one
time during the development review process.

3. Salmon

Salmon are particularly important because of their significance to local and regional
character, Indian tribes, salt and freshwater ecosystems, and recreational and
commercial fisheries. A growing number of salmon stocks within King County and other
areas of Puget Sound are in a serious state of decline. Three salmonid species present
within King County have been listed under the Endangered Species Act, several others
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have significant potential for listing, and the salmon-dependent ((©rca—whate)) orca has
been listed as endangered.

The protection and restoration of river and stream channels, riparian ((corridors)) areas,
lakes, wetlands, headwaters and watersheds, and marine nearshore habitats that
provide or impact spawning and rearing habitat, food resources, and fish passage is
essential to the conservation of native fish populations. Intermittent streams also can be
critical to native fish populations.

Hatcheries and other artificial propagation facilities that are properly managed to
protect the abundance, productivity, genetic diversity, and spatial distribution of native
salmon may contribute in the near term to both maintaining sustainable salmon stocks
and harvest opportunities while habitat protection and restoration measures for salmon
are implemented.

((E-442)) E-335 King County should conserve and restore salmonid habitats by
ensuring that land use and facility plans (transportation, water, sewer,
electricity, gas) include riparian and stream habitat conservation
measures developed by the ((c))County, ((cities;)) Indian tribes, cities,
service providers, and state and federal agencies. Project review of
development proposals within basins that contain hatcheries and other
artificial propagation facilities that are managed to protect the
abundance, productivity, genetic diversity, and spatial distribution of
native salmon and provide harvest opportunities should consider
significant adverse impacts to those facilities.

(E—Watershed=-Based-SatmonRecovery))

The protection and recovery of salmonid species that are listed under the Endangered
Species Act and encompassed by Indian tribal treaty rights are and will continue to be a
significant priority for King County. The listing of a species under the Endangered
Species Act and decline of Indian tribal treaty right protected species are cause for
great concern, because wild Pacific salmon have great environmental, cultural,
economic, nutritional, recreational, and symbolic importance to local communities, in
particular Indian tribal communities, in the entire Puget Sound region.

It is King County's goal to ensure the recovery and maintenance of salmon populations
to sustainable and harvestable levels, and to accrue the ecological, cultural, economic,
and local food supply benefits that will be provided by healthy salmon stocks. King
County ((wilt)) pursues salmon conservation strategies that sustain the region’s vibrant
economy. Successful restoration and maintenance of healthy salmon populations ((witt))
requires time, money, and effort, and collaboration with Indian tribal, federal, state,
((tribat)) and local governments, as well as businesses, environmental groups, and
residents.
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In accordance with new statutory requirements, ((as—described-inChapter?,—Services;
Facifittes—and—Utilities;)) the Department of Ecology has established a Watershed

Restoration and Enhancement Committee in all five Watershed Resource Inventory
Areas located either entirely or partially within King County. King County is
participating in the Ecology process of developing a flow restoration strategy for each of
the Watershed Resource Inventory Areas to mitigate the consumptive use of new
permit-exempt wells drilled in the next 20 years. ((Ffheflowrestoration—strategtesare
anticipated—to—be—recommended—by—262%)) As of 2024, Ecology has adopted
streamflow restoration plans for Water Resource Inventory Area 9 (the Green/Duwamish
Watershed), and Water Resource Inventory Area 10 (the White/Puyallup Watershed).
The streamflow restoration committees for Water Resource Inventory Area 7 (the
Snohomish/Snoqualmie/Skykomish Watershed), Water Resource Inventory Area 8
(Cedar/Sammamish Watershed), and Water Resource Inventory Area 15 (Kitsap) did not
reach agreement by all members to complete their planning process. Ecology has
completed these plans and forwarded them to the Salmon Recovery Funding Board for
technical review after which they may amend and adopt the plans. Ecology will initiate
rulemaking within six months of plan adoption.

generat‘rcns—to—come—t))Local governments in the Puget Sound region, in cooperation
with ((stateand)) Indian tribal governments, the state, and other ((major-stakehotders))

partners, have developed long-term salmon habitat conservation strategies at the
Watershed Resource Inventory Area level. The boundaries of Water Resource Inventory
Areas are defined under state regulations, and generally adhere to the watershed
boundaries of major river or lake systems.

King County participated as an affected jurisdiction in the development Water Resource
Inventory Area plans for Water Resource Inventory Area 8 (Cedar/Sammamish
Watershed), Water Resource Inventory Area 9 (the Green/Duwamish Watershed), Water
Resource Inventory Area 7 (the Snohomish/Snoqualmie/Skykomish Watershed), about
half of which is in King County, and Water Resource Inventory Area 10 (the
White/Puyallup Watershed), a small percentage of which is in King County.
Additionally, King County has acted as a service provider at the direction of
multi-jurisdictional forums for the development and implementation of the salmon
recovery plans for Water Resource Inventory Areas 8 and 9, and for the King County
portion of Water Resource Inventory Area 7.

((E-499j)) E-336 King County shall continue to participate in the Water Resource
Inventory Area salmon recovery plan implementation efforts and in
other regional efforts to recover salmon and the ecosystems they
depend on, such as the Puget Sound Partnership. King County’s
participation in planning and implementation efforts shall be guided by
the following principles:

a. Focus on federally listed salmonid species and declining stocks
protected under Indian tribal treaty rights first, then take an
ecosystem approach to habitat management and seek to address
management needs for other species over time;

b. Concurrently work on early actions((;)) and long-term projects and
programs that will lead to improvements to, and information on,
habitat conditions in King County that can enable the recovery of
endangered or threatened salmonids, while maintaining the
economic vitality and strength of the region;

c. Address both King County’s growth management needs and
habitat conservation needs;

d. Use best available science as defined in Chapter 365-195

Washington Administrative Code ((365-195-905——through
365-195-925));
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2046 e. Improve water quality, water quantity, and channel characteristics;
2047 and

2048 f. ((€Coordinate-with-key decision-makers-and-stakeholders;-and

2049 g- ))Develop, implement, and evaluate actions within a watershed-
2050 based program of data collection and analysis that documents the
2051 level of effectiveness of specific actions and provides information
2052 for adaptation of salmon conservation and recovery strategies.
2053

2054

2055

2056

2057

2058

2059

2060

2061

2062

2063 E-103))E-337 King County should coordinate with Indian tribes, local
2064 jurisdictions, universities, federal and state agencies, ((tribes;)) special
2065 interest groups, special districts, businesses, and residents to
2066 implement, monitor, and update Water Resource Inventory Area
2067 salmon recovery plans for all areas of King County.

2068

2069 ((E-499k)) E-338King County should use the recommendations of approved Water
2070 Resource Inventory Area salmon recovery plans and other watershed
2071 planning efforts to inform ((the)) establishment of Fish and Wildlife
2072 Habitat Conservation Areas, updates to development regulations,
2073 establishment of incentive programs, and ((as-well-as)) operations and
2074 capital planning for its floodplain management, fish passage, surface
2075 water management, transportation, wastewater treatment, parks, and
2076 open space programs.

2077

2078 ((E-4991)) E-339 King County should seek to support Water Resource Inventory Area
2079 salmon recovery plan goals of maintaining intact natural landscapes
2080 through:

2081 a. ((Retainingtowdensity land-use-designationssuch-as-Agriculture;
2082 i ions;

2083 b:)) Promoting Current Use Taxation and other incentives;

2084 ((c?)) b. Promoting stewardship programs including development
2085 and implementation of Forest Plans((;)) and Farm Plans((;-andRural
2086 StewardshipPlans)); and

2087 ((d-Promoting the-use-of towtmpact Development methods;-and

2088 e))c Acquiring property or conservation easements in areas of
2089 high ecological importance with unique or otherwise significant
2090 habitat values.

2091

2092 ((E=499n—TFhrough—theWatershed Resource—Inventory-Area—planning—process;
2093 geographic—areas—vital-to—the—conservation—and-recovery—oflisted
2094 salmon—species—are—identified.—King—County —will—evaluate—this
2095 information—to-determine—appropriate_short-and-tong-term-strategies;
2096 including; but not-limited-to:-designation-of Fish-and-Wildlife Habitat
2097 : . LTt

2098 : i

2099 improvementprojects:

2100
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E-4990)) E-340 King County may use its authority under the Growth Management
Act, including its authority to designate and protect critical areas, such
as fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, to preserve and protect
key habitat for listed salmonid species by developing and
implementing development regulations and nonregulatory programs.

Local governments primarily have authority and influence over land use actions
affecting habitat. However, protecting and restoring habitat is just one piece of the
salmon recovery puzzle. Management of fish harvest, hatchery, hydropower, and water
storage actions is also critical, and actions need to be coordinated with entities having
authority in these areas.

((E499q)) E-341 King County should continue to take actions that ensure its habitat
restoration and protection actions are implemented as part of a
watershed-based salmon conservation strategy that integrates habitat
actions with actions taken by harvest and hatchery managers. Harvest
and hatchery managers specifically include Indian tribes, the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, the National Marine
Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Appropriate
venues for this coordination include watershed plan implementation
groups and other local or regional salmon management entities that
rely on actions by habitat, harvest, and hatchery managers to achieve
specific goals and objectives.

In planning for climate change, it will be increasingly important to provide for habitat
connectivity not only across jurisdictional boundaries, but also across a range of
environmental gradients. ((As—the—Washington—State—integrated—Ctimate—Change
Response-Strategy—exptains:)) Habitat connectivity is ((expected)) anticipated to allow
species and ecosystems to ((better-withstand)) adapt to a changing climate ((change))
by allowing ((them)) species to follow changes in climate across the landscape and
maintain cr|t|ca| ecological processes such as dispersal and gene flow. ((thrgenerat-itis

King County's Fish Passage Restoration Program is an example of prioritizing
investments in habitat restoration with a focus on restoring habitat connectivity. The
program has surveyed more than 3,000 potential blockages to salmon migration up
streams and prioritized 50 barrier locations where restoration of fish passage would
open half of historically connected habitat blocked by County-owned barriers. The
County-owned barriers occur mixed with fish passage barriers owned by other
municipalities and landowners. Coordination with other barrier owners to address
nearby barriers will maximize the habitat benefits of restoring fish passage in county

waterways.
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E-342 King County shall work with non-governmental organizations and
regulatory agencies to accelerate removal of barriers to fish passage
and shall:

a. Seek opportunities to accelerate permitting and project
implementation;

b. Explore all mechanisms available to remove barriers and restore
salmon access to the most and highest quality habitat as quickly as

possible; and
c. Aggressively seek funding for projects to remove barriers.

((E-465)) E-343 King County should use the information from local and regional
water ((supplyplanning—processes)) comprehensive plans to enhance
the county’s water resource protection and planning efforts, including
implementation of Water Resource Inventory Area salmon recovery
plans.

((E-466)) E-344 ((As—watershed—plans—are—developed—and—implemented,—zoning;
lati i 6 be—devel . lied "

; i ' tical-habitatin-King € heds i bi
; ; . : fons.))
Watershed-based plans should define how the natural functions and
values of watersheds critical to salmonids are protected so that the
quantity and quality of water and sediment entering the streams, lakes,
wetlands and rivers can support salmonid spawning, rearing, resting,

and migration.

King County contains a number of wetlands, floodplains, lakes, and river and stream
reaches that are important to the viability of fish and wildlife populations and are
therefore considered biological, social and economic resources. Some ((resource))
areas((- g Regtone tomifrcantRes =—Areasanc : sotTc
Areas,werepreviously)) have been identified ((throughbasin-ptansand-otherresource
nventory—efforts—Additionat)) as high-priority habitat areas ((have—been—identified))

i "

through Water Resource Inventory Area((=))_salmon recovery plans, (( =
CedarRivertegacy Program,—acquisiton—ptans)), the Land Conservation Initiative, and
through the Critical Areas Ordinance basin conditions map((s)) used to establish
protective buffers along wetlands and streams under the ((Eriticat-AreasOrdimance))
King County Code. Protection and restoration of connections between rivers and their
floodplains is increasingly recognized as a priority element of salmon recovery and
climate resiliency efforts.
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These areas contribute to the resource base of the entire Puget Sound region by virtue
of exceptional species and habitat diversity and abundance when compared to basins
of similar size and structure elsewhere in the region. These areas may also support rare,
endangered, or sensitive species, including Endangered Species Act-listed salmonids.
They also provide wetland, lake, and stream habitat that is important for wildlife and
salmonid diversity and abundance within the basin.

The Puget Sound region has responded commendably to the listing of Puget Sound
Chinook. In King County, more than 40 jurisdictions have joined together to
cooperatively lead salmon recovery in the ((€))county's watersheds. In the ((18)) 17
years since the plans were adopted (2006_ -((26%5))_2022), King County has
implemented ((65)) 80 priority salmon-restoration capital projects within its jurisdiction
((arrctthas—initiated—workom—an—addittonat33)) in_addition to dozens of small habitat
projects, such riparian restoration on private lands. King County has identified nearly
100 additional capital projects for future implementation. ((tn)) Since 2011, (NMFS)) the
National Marine Fisheries Service has conducted ((a)) several five-year assessments of
progress to implement the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan. The assessments have
repeatedly concluded that good habitat projects are being implemented across Puget
Sound, but that the pace of salmon recovery implementation is too slow, primarily due
to insufficient funding. This is true in King County as well, though in recent years the
County has developed significant additional sources of local revenue to advance
restoration. ((thesatmonrecoveryptansforthe-Snoquatmieportionof- WRIAZ-WRIAS

i i ; -)) King County has renewed interlocal
agreements with its ((43)) 44 jurisdictional partners to continue to fund salmon recovery
coordination in those watersheds ((forthenext-decade)) through at least 2025, with the
expectation of renewal for another 10 years beyond that date.

Key conclusions and recommendations from the five-year assessments ((compteted-in
261+1)) include:

e Habitat continues to decline, and the region needs to increase its scrutiny of the
sources of habitat decline and the tools used to protect habitat sites and ecosystem
process.

e Habitat protection needs improvement, and salmon recovery lead entities and
regional groups should advocate for stronger regulatory programs to protect
habitat.

e While extensive habitat work has taken place across King County and in the broader
Puget Sound, funding has fallen well short of the need as identified in the work
plans that have been developed in each watershed. Moreover, most sources only
fund on-the-ground projects rather than the staffing that is needed to plan and
coordinate overall recovery efforts.

Although Water Resource Inventory Area plans are Chinook salmon-focused, they are
expected to also provide the basis for recovery planning for other listed aquatic species,
including ((Orcas)) orca, steelhead and bull trout.

((5—FPugetSound-Partnership))
The Puget Sound Partnership ((was—created—bytheWashington—Statetegistature—=and

year—20620—ttsgoatis)) works to consolidate and significantly strengthen the federal,
state, local, and private efforts undertaken to date to protect and restore the health of
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Puget Sound and its watersheds((—FhePuget-Sound-Partnershipalso)),_and serves as an

umbrella group for salmon recovery efforts in Puget Sound, including implementation
of salmon recovery plans prepared for Chinook salmon. King County, through its land
use decisions, management of stormwater and wastewater discharges, development of
recycled water supplies, cooperative habitat protection and restoration projects, work in
flood risk reduction, salmon recovery, support for agricultural and natural land
protection, actions to address climate change, and ongoing environmental monitoring,
is actively involved in the conservation and recovery of Puget Sound. ((King-€ountytas

E-113)}E-345 King County should actively participate in updating and
implementing the Puget Sound Partnership’s Action Agenda, through
the following Local Integrating Organizations: Puyallup-White River;
South Central Action Area Caucus Group ((and)); Snohomish-
Stillaguamish; and West Sound Partners for Ecosystem Recovery ((kocat

integrating-Organizations;consistentwith-King-County goals)).

((E-114)) E-346 King County should collaborate with other watershed forum
partners to ensure that recommendations of watershed-based salmon
recovery plans for King County are integrated with the Puget Sound
Partnership recommendations.

E-347 King County should encourage integration of King County goals for

regional stormwater controls and human and community health into
Puget Sound Partnership recommendations.

E-115)) E-348 King County should identify opportunities for coordinating its
existing monitoring programs with monitoring and assessment work
conducted through the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program,
the Puget Sound Partnership's Strategic Science Plan, and the Puget
Sound Partnership's Biennial Science Work Plan.
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overalt-trajectory of salmonrecoveryefforts:))
(h—Non=Native)) 4. Invasive Species and Noxious Weeds

Non((=))native species are often invasive because they did not evolve as part of the
ecosystem and therefore do not have natural controls or competition. These species
may be terrestrial, freshwater, or marine. Invasive species can create costly
maintenance problems for both public and private landowners. ((Noxiousand-nvasive
weeds)) Invasive plant and animal species pose threats to the environmental health of all
landscapes in King County, including natural, agricultural, wildlife, wetland, stream, and

recreational areas. ((Weedsspread-inavartety of-ways, inctuding-the-transportofseeds

1

down—watercourses—and—inm—ftoods,—by—wind,—and—occasionatty —through—detiberate
ntroductionr—by—peopte:)) They alter ecosystems through disrupting food chains,

out-competing native species, and reducing habitat for native wildlife. Invasive species,
including weeds, are widely recognized as having a significant negative impact on
wildlife biodiversity. Invasive plants can also increase the risk of forest fire by acting as

an accelerant for fire (when extremely flammable) and/or by acting as ladder fuels that
carry a fire from ground level to the crown of trees.

/. | - \A/ |
O. INOXTOUS VvvetTUuS

teftuncontrotted;m))Noxious weeds can significantly impact public and private land use
in the County. Left uncontrolled, noxious weeds will ultimately undermine many of the
County's environmental goals and initiatives, including the Local Food Initiative, salmon
habitat restoration projects, and the Land Conservation Initiative. The State Noxious
Weed Control Law (Chapter 17.10 Revised Code of Washington ((+7-18))) establishes all
property owners' responsibility for preventing and controlling the spread of noxious
weeds. Because plants grow without regard to property lines or political jurisdictions,
everyone’s cooperation is needed ((— Lity gdlucllclb, yuvcllunclu tarct dgcllbicb,
foresters,and-farmersatt-havearofetoplay)). The key to successful noxious weed
control is effective engagement and participation of landowners and communities in the
stewardship of their lands. ((Fhetawspeflsout-theseresponsibilittesand-—creates-the
‘ ; .
processes:))

The State Weed Law applies to both private and public lands (except for Indian tribal
and federal ((and-tribat)) lands). King County manages approximately ((4426)) 4,400
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parcels of public land totaling over 36,000 acres. King County also owns or manages
approximately 1,500 linear miles of roads and right-of-way. These lands are managed
by multiple ((c))County agencies, including the King County Departments of Natural
Resources, ((fransportation)) Local Services, and Executive Services. Since weed
infestations can spread from property to property, on both public and private lands, it is
critical that the ((c))County have a coordinated strategy for controlling noxious and
invasive weeds on ((c))County-owned and managed lands.

The King Conservation District and the County offer guidance and assistance on use of
native plants. These plants are more resistant to pests and able to withstand the wet
winters and dry summers. They can be used for nature-scaping (low-water requirement
landscapes), wildlife enhancement, erosion control, and beautification. The County also
establishes a list of "climate-smart plants," which are native plant species currently,
historically, or prehistorically found within the surrounding ecoregion that are predicted
to maintain their abundance under climate change.

((' i = i 7 i i ] 1

invertebrate-species—should-be-avoided-in-terrestrial, freshwater,-and
A .
matrine-environs:

E-427)) E-349 King County should promote and restore native plant communities
where sustainable, feasible, and appropriate to the site and
surrounding ecological context and should incorporate climate change
considerations into planting design, including:

a. Management and control of nonnative invasive plants, including
aquatic plants;

b. Using environmentally safe methods to control noxious weeds;

c. Use of locally- or climate-adapted species for landscaping,

restoration, rehabilitation, and erosion control on County-owned
lands; and

d. Routine maintenance of plantings to prevent invasive species and
ensure survival of plantings.

((Eﬁﬂ—enWMyfownedhndermg—GWMythouldtwehtaﬂyﬁhptedmtwe
X ) . X ', 'y . .
. " PTo) . et
" 1 ival-ofnati II " g. ¥

E-429)) E-350 King County should provide incentives for ((private)) landowners
who are seeking to remove invasive plants and noxious weeds ((and

replace—them—with—native—plants)), such as providing technical

assistance or access to ((appropriate)) native or climate-smart plants.

((E-430)) E-351 King County shall ((implement-its-strategy to)) minimize impacts of

noxious weeds to the environment, recreation, public health, and the
economy on all lands in the County. This includes preventing,
monitoring and controlling infestations of state-listed noxious weeds
and other non((-))native invasive weeds of concern on ((c))County-
owned((-)) and managed lands.
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((E-436a)) E-352 King County shall be a good steward of public lands and protect
water quality by reducing the use of insecticides, herbicides, and

fungicides through integrated pest and vegetation management
practices. Through training and other programs, King County should
actively encourage the use of environmentally safe methods of
vegetation control. Herbicide use on King County-owned and leased
properties shall be restricted to low-toxicity products applied by
trained and licensed staff or contractors, and used only as necessary.
((King—€ountyshall-be—a—good-steward—of public tands—and-protect
water—quality, by reducing—the—use—of insecticides;, herbicides—and
management-practices:))

((E=115a)) E-353 King County shall ((exercise-its-authority under Revised-Codeof
Washington-17-16-to)):

((e1))) a. ((establish—a)) Work with the King ((c))County ((n))Noxious
((w))Weed ((c))Control ((b))Board to provide public oversight and
direction of the County's Noxious Weed Control Program;

((2))) b. ((i))lmplement a program of activities that minimizes the
impacts of noxious weeds to the environment, economy,
recreation, and public health within the ((€))county;

c. Adopt rules to ensure control of noxious weeds and weeds of
concern as identified by the Noxious Weed Control Board; and

d. Ensure close coordination between the King County Noxious Weed
Control Board and King Conservation District in the control of
noxious weeds.

E-431)) E-354 Management activities should((;—when—feasible—andpracticable;))
be ((designed)) implemented in a manner that can test ((them)) results

against management objectives and be adjusted as appropriate.

(Addit .. L )
foundattheendofthischapter:))

V. Water
((B—AcquaticResources))

King County's aquatic resources include rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands, groundwater,
and the marine waters of Puget Sound. These resources provide many beneficial
functions, including fish and wildlife habitat; food supplies; flood risk reduction; water
supply for agricultural, commercial, domestic, and industrial use; energy production;
transportation; recreational opportunities; and scenic beauty.

In order to preserve and enhance aquatic resources in King County, they must be

managed as an integrated system together with terrestrial resources, and not as distinct
and separate elements. The hydrologic cycle (the occurrence, distribution, and
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circulation of water in the environment) is the common link among aquatic resources
and describes their interdependence.

Use and modification of water resources and the surrounding terrestrial environment
affects how the hydrologic cycle functions and can cause unintended detrimental
impacts such as flooding, low stream and river flows, reduced groundwater availability,
erosion, degradation of water quality, loss of fish and wildlife habitat, and loss of
archeological and traditional cultural resources that depend upon but do not damage
natural resources. In order to minimize adverse impacts on the water resources of King
County and ensure the continued ability to receive the beneficial uses they provide, the
((e))County will need to promote responsible land and water resource planning and use.
These beneficial uses include fish and wildlife habitat, flood risk reduction, water quality
control, sediment transport, energy production, transportation; recreational
opportunities, scenic beauty, and water supply for agricultural, municipal, and industrial
purpose.

(=)A. Watersheds

A watershed is an area that drains to a common outlet or identifiable water body such as
Puget Sound, a river, stream, lake, or wetland. There are six major watersheds in King
County (Cedar/Lake Washington, Green/Duwamish, Puget Sound, South Fork
Skykomish, Snoqualmie, and White) that, in turn, contain numerous smaller catchments
and water bodies. Surface and ground waters are managed most effectively by
understanding and considering potential problems and solutions for an entire
watershed. Because watersheds frequently extend into several jurisdictions, effective
restoration and preservation planning and implementation must be coordinated.

((E-464)) E-401 King County shall protect and should enhance surface waters,
including streams, lakes, wetlands, and the marine waters and nearshore
areas of Puget Sound, on a watershed basis by analyzing water quantity
and quality problems and their impacts to beneficial uses, including fish
and wildlife habitat, flood risk reduction, and erosion control. Conditions
of and impacts to the downstream receiving marine beaches and waters
of Puget Sound shall be included in watershed management efforts.

E-468)) E-402 King County’s ((Shoreline-Master Program;)) watershed management

plans, Water Resource Inventory Area salmon recovery plans, flood hazard
management plans, master drainage plans, open space acquisition plans,
and critical areas regulations should apply a tiered system of protection
that affords a higher standard of protection for more significant resources.
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((E-463)) E-403 King County shall integrate watershed plans with marine and
freshwater surface water, flood hazard management, stormwater,
groundwater, drinking water, wastewater, and recycled water
planning, as well as federal and state Clean Water Act compliance and
monitoring and assessment programs, to provide efficient water
resource management.

((2:))B. Wetlands

Wetlands are valuable natural resources in King County. They include deep ponds,
shallow marshes and swamps, wet meadows, and bogs. Wetlands comprise forested
and scrub-shrub communities, emergent vegetation, and other lands supporting a
prevalence of plants adapted to saturated soils and varying flooding regimes.
Wetlands, with their highly diverse forms and diffuse distribution, can be particularly
challenging to categorize and manage.

The federal and state governments also have roles in identifying and regulating certain
types of wetlands and development activity. ((tmordert))To streamline and synchronize
regulatory standards for wetlands, the ((c))County relies on guidance from the
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District,
and Environmental Protection Agency for wetland identification, delineation,
categorization, and, where appropriate, mitigation.

E-472)) E-404 King County shall ((communicate—and——coordinate—with—other

jurisdictions—and-tribes—to)) encourage the establishment of uniform
countywide wetlands policies that provide protection of both

regionally and locally highly-rated wetlands.

Wetlands are productive biological systems, providing habitat for fish and wildlife.
Wetlands also store flood waters and control runoff, thereby reducing flooding,
downstream erosion, and other damage. Further, wetlands protect water quality by
trapping sediments and absorbing pollutants. They allow rain and snowmelt to infiltrate
into aquifers, recharging them and potentially making that water available for human
use. They discharge groundwater, making it available to plants and animals. Wetlands
store peak flows and discharge to streams in dry periods, thus enabling fish and riparian
animal populations to survive. They may serve as outdoor classrooms for scientific
study. Some are used for hiking, hunting, and fishing. These wetland functions and
values need consideration from a watershed perspective. Measures to protect wetland
functions and values need to be taken at both the site-specific and watershed scale. In
the ((u))Urban ((g))Growth ((a))Area, land use authority is often shared by multiple
jurisdictions at the scale of a drainage basin. Similarly, efforts to protect and restore
wetlands may be sponsored by multiple parties, including local governments.
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Buffers are necessary but often insufficient to adequately protect wetland values and
functions especially when wetlands are small and the adjacent watershed large.
Consequently, the location of development in addition to its size is important in
determining its impact on wetland functions and values.

The functions and values of a wetland will change as the surrounding land is altered by
development and other human activities, and as local conditions are influenced by
climate change. Silviculture, agriculture, and development-related changes in forest
cover and impervious surface affect stormwater runoff patterns, flooding, water quality,
and wetland hydrology.

((E-473)) E-405 King County((‘s-overall-goal-for-theprotection-of- wetltands-is)) shall
protect wetlands to achieve no net loss of wetland functions and values

within each drainage basin. Acquisition, enhancement, regulations,
and incentive programs shall be used ((independently —or—in
combination—with—one—another)) to protect and enhance wetland((s))
functions and values. Watershed management plans, including Water
Resource Inventory Area plans, should be used to coordinate and
inform priorities for acquisition, enhancement, regulations, and
incentive programs within unincorporated King County to achieve the
goal of no net loss of wetland functions and values within each
drainage basin.

The diversity of plants and animals found in wetlands generally far exceeds that found in
terrestrial habitats in the Pacific Northwest. Habitat loss and fragmentation are
considered the greatest threats to this native biodiversity. Wetlands in the Urban
Growth Area will experience the largest reduction in the distribution and number of
native animals and plants due to habitat loss and fragmentation. It is anticipated that
climate change will exacerbate the adverse effects of habitat loss and fragmentation by
further reducing existing wetland habitat and altering wetland hydroperiods thereby
increasing the inter-habitat distances and potentially restricting the dispersal and
movement of plants and wildlife between favorable wetlands and habitats.

Protecting wetland biodiversity depends upon supporting the natural processes
(including hydrology, nutrient cycling, and natural disturbances) that shape wetland
habitat, protecting wetlands functions and values from the impacts of adjacent land
uses, maintaining biological linkages, and preventing fragmentation of wetland habitats.
Small wetlands strategically located between other wetlands may provide important
biological links or “stepping stones” between other, higher quality wetlands. Wetlands
adjacent to habitat networks also are especially critical to wildlife because they allow
individual animals to escape danger and populations to inter((=dt))sperse and breed.
Wetlands adjacent to habitat networks should receive special consideration in planning
land use.

Many wildlife species require access to both wetlands and adjacent terrestrial lands to
support them at different stages of their lives. For example, many amphibians breed in
the water and need access to terrestrial habitat for feeding and for shelter during the
winter. Fixed-width buffers alone are unlikely to adequately address these needs or
entirely protect wetlands from surrounding human activity. Adjacent and accessible
terrestrial habitat may be too small or fragmented to provide core feeding,
overwintering, and other habitat needs.
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2644 ((E-476)) E-406 King County should identify upland areas of native vegetation that

2645 connect wetlands to upland habitats and that connect upland habitats
2646 to each other. The ((c))County should seek protection of these areas
2647 through acquisition, stewardship plans, and incentive programs such as
2648 the Public Benefit Rating System and the Transfer of Development
2649 Rights Program.

2650

2651 ((E-477)) E-407 The unique hydrologic cycles, soil and water chemistries, and
2652 vegetation communities of bogs and fens shall be protected through
2653 the use of incentives, acquisition, best management practices, and
2654 implementation of the King County Surface Water Design Manual to
2655 control and/or treat stormwater within the wetland watershed.

2656

2657 ((E=478)) E-408 Public access to wetlands for traditional cultural, scientific, and
2658 recreational((;-and-traditional-cultural-use-is-desirable; providing-that))
2659 use should be encouraged, if:

2660 a. ((p))Public access trails are carefully sited((;)):

2661 b. ((sensitive—habitats—and—species—areprotected;)) Protection is
2662 provided for critical areas; and

2663 c. ((h))Hydrologic continuity is maintained.

2664

2665 ((E-479)) E-409 Regulatory approaches for protecting wetland functions and
2666 values, including the application of wetland buffers and the siting of
2667 off-site compensatory mitigation, should consider intensity of
2668 surrounding land uses and basin conditions. King County shall
2669 continue to review and evaluate wetland research and implement
2670 changes in its wetland protection programs based on such information.

2671

2672 ((E-480)) E-410 Enhancement or restoration of degraded wetlands may be allowed
2673 to ((maintain-or)) improve wetland functions and values, provided that
2674 all wetland functions are evaluated in a wetland management plan, and
2675 adequate monitoring, code enforcement, and evaluation is provided
2676 and assured by responsible parties. The enhancement or
2677 ((R))restoration ((or-enhancement)) must result in a net improvement to
2678 the functions and values of the wetland system. Within available
2679 resources, King County should provide technical assistance to small
2680 property owners as an incentive to encourage the enhancement or
2681 restoration ((orenhancement)) of degraded wetlands.

2682

2683 ((E-481)) E-411 Provided all wetland functions are evaluated, impact avoidance
2684 and minimization sequencing is followed, affected ((significant))
2685 functions are appropriately mitigated, and mitigation sites are
2686 adequately monitored, alterations to wetlands may be allowed to:

2687 a. Accomplish a public agency or utility development;

2688 b. Provide necessary crossings for utilities, stormwater tightlines and
2689 roads; or

2690 c. Allow constitutionally mandated “reasonable use” of the property.

2691

2692 When adverse impacts cannot be avoided, compensatory mitigation may be allowed.
2693  This means wetland enhancement, restoration, or creation to replace project-induced
2694 losses of wetland functions and values. The ((c))County recognizes that, especially in the
2695 Urban Growth Area, allowing alteration of low-function wetlands in exchange for
2696  compensatory mitigation that contributes to wetlands of higher functions and values
2697 within a connected wetland system may achieve greater resource protection than simply
2698 preserving the low functioning wetland.

2699
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((E-482)) E-412 A small Category IV wetland that is less than 2,500 square feet and
that is not part of a wetland complex may be altered to move functions
to another wetland as part of an approved mitigation plan that is
consistent with E-((483))413 and E-((484))414.

((E-483)) E-413 Wetland impacts ((should)) shall be avoided if possible, and minimized
in all cases. Applicants shall demonstrate that impacts are unavoidable due
to circumstances outside of the applicant's control, and not for the profit or
convenience of development. Where impacts cannot be avoided, they
should be mitigated on site if the proposed mitigation is ((feasible))
practical, ecologically appropriate, and likely to continue providing
equivalent or better biological functions in perpetuity. ((Where—on-site
mitigation-is not-possible—or-appropriate;)) When it is demonstrated that
there are not enough opportunities available for on-site mitigation, King
County may approve off-site mitigation.

((E-484)) E-414 Mitigation projects should contribute to an existing wetland
system or restore an area that was historically a wetland. Mitigation
should only create new wetlands after site monitoring indicates that
hydrologic conditions exist to support a new wetland. Mitigation sites
should be strategically located to reduce habitat fragmentation or to
restore and enhance area-specific functions within a watershed.

((E-485)) E-415 Land used for wetland mitigation should be preserved in
perpetuity. Monitoring and maintenance in conformance with King
County standards should be provided or paid for by the project
proponent until the success of the site is established. Long-term
stewardship should occur at mitigation sites to ensure sites continue to
provide desired functions and values.

Mitigation banks and in-lieu fee programs are forms of watershed-based compensatory
mitigation, with the goal of providing greater resource protection and benefit to the
public. Both approaches can allow for the consolidation of multiple, small mitigation
projects into a large-scale wetland or wetland complex, resulting in economies of scale
in planning, implementation, and maintenance. Depending on their location and
functions, mitigation banks and projects constructed using in-lieu fee programs can
result in wetlands of greater hydrologic, chemical, and biological value because of their
size and ecological context and the commitment to long((=))term management. These
mitigation approaches also provide applicants with a range of options for meeting their
off-site mitigation obligations.

Mitigation banking allows compensatory mitigation to occur prior to the loss of existing
wetlands and their functions and values, thereby reducing “temporal” losses. Mitigation
banking allows a project proponent to mitigate for their impacts by contributing fees to
a bank sponsor for the creation or restoration of the bank site. In-lieu fee programs,
such as King County’s Mitigation Reserves Program, allow an applicant to meet its off-
site wetland mitigation requirements through payment of a fee to King County or
another authorized agent with the capacity to design and construct, maintain, and
monitor a successful mitigation project. Both types of programs enable fees to be
pooled so that larger projects can be constructed to offset impacts elsewhere in a
watershed.

Moreover, King County’s Mitigation Reserves Program enables such projects to be
constructed on lands with degraded wetlands or aquatic areas or lands with the
potential to reestablish wetlands or aquatic areas that could be restored or enhanced to
benefit overall watershed functions. These Mitigation Reserve lands are managed for
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long term ecological protection, so that the landscape and stream basin context
support a successful enhancement project. Such projects should be planned in a
watershed context and may achieve multiple ecological objectives, including meeting
salmon conservation and other habitat protection objectives as well as wetland
enhancement needs.

((E-486)) E-416 King County, in partnership with other governmental entities and
interested parties, should encourage the development and use of
wetland mitigation banks through which functioning wetlands or
aquatic areas are enhanced, restored, or created prior to the impacting

of existing wetlands or aquatic areas. ((Thecounty shall-encourage
tablist tof-such-bankst tablished tentiti H

King County ((

)) is a regional service provider
for compensatory in-lieu fee mitigation - both to permittees in unincorporated King
County and within cities ((whenappropriateagreementsare-inptace)). The ((revised))
County's compensatory mitigation program((;authorized-by-stateand-federatagencies
26%2;)) offers private and public project proponents the opportunity to pay a fee to
King County in lieu of completing their own mitigation. These fees in turn will be used
to implement mitigation projects, equitably applied among larger- and smaller-scale
developments, that address watershed needs as determined through analysis of best
available science.

E-487)) E-417 King County should continue to implement and encourage use of
its Mitigation Reserves Program to provide a fee-based option for
permit applicants to mitigate for unavoidable impacts of permitted
development on wetland and aquatic area functions and values. The
fee structure shall be based on the full costs of land acquisition, site
selection, design, construction, and long((-))term maintenance and
monitoring. Mitigation projects implemented through the Mitigation
Reserves Program should occur within a watershed context.

((E-488)) E-418 King County should be a regional service provider of compensatory
mitigation through the Mitigation Reserves Program by working with
local cities, other counties, and state agencies to establish partnerships
for implementation of inter((=))jurisdictional in-lieu fee mitigation.
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E-419 When implementing in-lieu fee mitigation projects, King County should

consider the ecological context of the impacted wetland, and the
impacted wetland's acreage, functions, and values. In-lieu fee
mitigation should result in no net loss, and if possible, in an increase in
overall wetland functions and values within the watershed in which the
impacted site is located.

Through the King County Mitigation Reserves Program, ((restoration)) mitigation sites
are selected ((and-pre-purchased-inadvanceof)) to offset development-related impacts.
Selected sites, with wetland or aquatic area preservation, enhancement, restoration, or
creation potential, will be ((purchased)) protected in perpetuity as open space and
actively managed as mitigation sites ((and—wiltbe—protected—in—perpetuity as—open
space)). Mitigation projects implemented through the Mitigation Reserves Program will
preserve, enhance, restore, and/or create ecological functions at the site to compensate
for wetland, stream, river, and/or buffer functions and values lost during unavoidable
impacts associated with permitted construction of projects at other locations. Sites and
projects through the Mitigation Reserves Program will occur where the projects will
have sustainable long-term benefits to aquatic resources in the watershed, ensuring
projects at protected sites occur in places with importance to ecological integrity of the
watershed. King County's Mitigation Reserves Program ((hasreceivedapprovatfrom)) is
approved by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ((the)) Environmental Protection
Agency, ((and-the)) Washington Department of Ecology, and other agencies to ((serve

asaninteufeeprogramtomitigate)) provide mitigation for the impacts to wetlands
and other aquatic resources ((subjecttostateand-federatregutations)).

A large portion of western Washington farming occurs in lands that were once wetlands.
Region-wide, agricultural lands have been targeted as mitigation sites because the
relative cost of land is low and the likelihood of success in returning wetland functions is
high. King County’s Agricultural Production Districts that are located in floodplains and
the poorly drained Osceola soils of the Enumclaw Plateau are no exception. Unless
carefully sited and engineered, wetland mitigation projects can inadvertently raise water
tables on adjacent agricultural properties. King County has joined other counties in
discouraging the use of productive farmland for wetland mitigation, while working with
farmers on wetland enhancement and restoration at a scale appropriate to sustaining
their farms.

((E-489)) E-420 Wetland mitigation projects should avoid impacts to and prevent
loss of farmable land within Agricultural Production Districts. Creation
of wetland mitigation banks ((are)) shall not be allowed in the
Agricultural Production Districts when the purpose is to compensate for
wetland impacts from development outside the Agricultural Production
Districts.

((52)) C. Rivers, Streams, and Floodplains

There are approximately ((3;168)) 6,400 miles of rivers ((and)), streams, and creeks in
King County and more than ((52;666)) 59,000 acres of floodplains along rivers, streams,
and marine shorelines. The river and stream channels, the surrounding riparian
(streamside) areas and upland areas, their floodplains all contribute to the functioning
and integrity of rivers and streams. Many rivers and streams provide habitat that is
essential for various life stages of many species of wildlife and fish, including salmonids.

Rivers, streams, and floodplains are dynamic systems. When flood waters overtop
banks, floodplains temporarily store that water. Depending on the depth and flow,
floods can dramatically alter river and stream courses, creating new channels, eroding
banks, and depositing sediment and gravel. Flooding and erosion can also dislodge
trees. These changes slow flood flows and help to support dynamic and complex
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habitat for fish and wildlife. At the same time, they can create public safety issues for
people living along and recreating in rivers.

In addition, public access to rivers and streams is both a requirement of the Shoreline
Management Act and a goal for King County to support the regional economy and
provide recreational opportunities for the community. People enjoy rivers and streams
for the scenic and recreation values, including boating, floating, swimming, fish and
wildlife viewing, and fishing. Management of these systems needs to consider not only
habitat protection, but also public health and safety and opportunities for education
and stewardship.

((E-498a)) E-421The existing flood storage and conveyance functions and
ecological values of floodplains, wetlands, and riparian ((corridors))
areas shall be protected, and should((;~where—possible;)) be restored
and enhanced ((or-restored)) through integrated actions that provide

multiple benefits, such as preservation of open space and adjacent low-
density development.

((E-499)) E-422 ((Rivers—and—streams—are—inherently dangerous:)) King County
should coordinate across ((c))County departments and with other
agencies and organizations to promote public awareness of the
dynamics and dangers of river and stream systems and the need for
personal responsibility when living near or recreating in or on rivers
and streams.

((E-499a)) E-423 When King County places large wood in rivers and streams for
habitat restoration or enhancement, it should do so in a manner that
minimizes danger to the public.

Specific policies addressing management of large wood are found in the King County
Flood Hazard Management Plan. In urban areas, rivers and streams in some cases also
serve as stormwater drainage systems. During the winter months, stormwater runoff
during storms can bring pollutants to these water bodies. During the summer months,
lawn irrigation and other water uses can also carry pollutants to rivers and streams.

((E-499b)) E-424 River and stream channels, stream outlets, headwater areas,
riparian ((corridors)) areas, and areas where dynamic ecological
processes are present should be preserved, protected, and enhanced
for their hydraulic, hydrologic, ecologic, and aesthetic functions,
including their functions in providing large wood to salmonid-bearing

streams. ((Management—of)) Actions taken along river and stream
channels should ((consider-other-beneficialuses-of- these-water -bodies;

includingrecreation)) provide multiple benefits, including resiliency to
climate change. Flood risk reduction actions should benefit all

communities, especially frontline communities, consistent with equity

and racial and social justice goals and the policies of the King County
Flood Hazard Management Plan or successor plans.

((E-499c)) E-425 To protect or improve adjacent wetlands and aquatic habitat, the
designation of buffers for aquatic areas, including rivers and streams,
should take into account watershed-scale actions to mitigate the
impacts of upland development on flooding, erosion, and habitat.

((E-499d)) E-426 King County shall continue to monitor and assess river and stream
flows, water and sediment quality, physical habitats, and biotic
resources in rivers and streams. Assessment shall identify trends and
describe impacts on human health and safety, aquatic life, and wildlife
habitat.
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((E-499e)) E-427 To maintain and restore stream health, sources of uncontrolled
stormwater flows contributing to peak flows in small streams should be
managed using on-site structural or non-structural flow control
techniques.

Most streams in King County originate in either mountainous terrain or on rolling glacial
uplands. These streams often descend through steep, narrow ravines before reaching
the floodplain. At the point where these streams leave their ravines and flow onto the
floodplain, the channel gradient (slope) and confinement decrease quickly, dramatically
reducing the streams’ ability to carry sediment. These are areas of natural sediment
deposition and channel migration. The combination of sediment deposition and
repeated channel migration creates fan-shaped depositional features known as alluvial
“fans.”

During periods of heavy rainfall, streams often carry large sediment loads from
upstream that deposit on downstream alluvial fans. Landslides, beaver dam failures and
other natural disturbances can create episodes of particularly high rates of sediment
production and delivery. In many stream systems, instances of heavy sediment
deposition may occur episodically with years or decades of apparent stability in the
intervening periods. In many instances, sediment production and tributary or stream
flow rates are exacerbated by upland land use conditions and associated stormwater
effects.

Alluvial fans share many of the ecological attributes and land use risks associated with
channel migration hazard areas and landslide hazards, though they are unique in many
respects. In a natural environment, alluvial fans often provide some of the best available
spawning habitat in a tributary stream, while also providing a source of gravel for areas
downstream. In some heavily altered streams, the alluvial fan may represent the only
remaining areas that are suitable for spawning. Alluvial fans can also form the highest
ground available in the floodplain, and have historically been used for construction of
buildings (including farm buildings), roads, and other structures. Unfortunately, they are
inherently unstable environments in which to build. During high flows coupled with
sediment deposition, a stream may jump its bank in the area of the alluvial fan, in some
cases damaging private property, disrupting agricultural activities, destroying culverts
and road crossings, stranding fish, and creating risks to public safety. Protecting
buildings, roads, bridges, and crops on and ((atong)) adjacent to alluvial fans often
requires extensive((;)) and costly ongoing maintenance activities. Maintenance activities
can have adverse effects on habitat, and in some circumstances may not be permittable
under state regulations nor feasible as a management strategy.
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E-499f)) E-428 ng County should improve the management of alluvial fans ((by
i ;)) through
mapping the locations of existing alluvial fans and areas at risk of
alluvial fan hazards, and through developing appropriate management
strategies such as development standards and mitigation requirements.
Strategies should:
a. Address potential conflicts between adjacent landowners and
natural alluvial fan hazards and processes;

b. Take climate change into account;
c. ((p))Protect intact habitat ((and));

d. ((r))Restore degraded habitat((;)); and
e. ((r))Reduce threats to public safety((;—and—accommodate)) for

existing land uses. ((Findings—from—AHuvial Fan—-ManagementPilot
Projects—should-informmanagementstrategiesfor-alluvial-fans:))

floodptains—Since—m))Much of the county’s farmland is |ocated ((in)) on valley floors,
((some)) and agricultural landowners frequently have properties on ((or—containing))

alluvial fans ((thatare—significantlyaffected-by-t)). The episodic deposits of ((apstope))
sediment and debris that ((accumutate-ontheirtand)) naturally occur on alluvial fans can

reduce the capacity of stream channels and wetlands, and debris flows may cover fertile
farmland dlsruptlnq aqncultural operations. ((Fhese—eventsresuttinobstructed-stream

farmviability:)) Sudden shn‘ts in the location of streams on alluvial fans can also ﬂood

agricultural buildings and farm residences.  Obtaining permits allowing active
management to remove the accumulated sediments and reestablish stream channels
can be difficult given the regulations that apply to critical areas such as alluvial fan
hazards, aquatic areas, and floodplains.

((R=671)) E-429 King County should ((usepilot-or-demonstration-projects-and-mutlti-
agency—collaboration—to—develop—a new suite—of practices—that-will))
provide regulatory options ((fortandowners-whose-existing)) to protect

existing residences and agricultural operations that are ((affected))

threatened by alluvial fan ((deposits)) hazards. These options should

provide ((timely-and-—cost-effective)) emergency relief from debris and
((the—associated)) stream flow changes ((

to-the-watercoursealong-with
protection—of-intact)) and consider long-term multi-benefit solutions

that protect and restore fish habitat ((and-restoration-of degraded-fish
habitat-within-theseareas)).

(F)D. Flood Hazard Management

Floodplains are lands adjacent to lakes, rivers, and streams that are subject to periodic
flooding. Floodplains naturally store flood water, contribute to groundwater recharge,
protect water quality, and are valuable for recreation, agriculture, and fish and wildlife
habitat. Floodplains also provide a deposition zone for sediments mobilized by rivers
and streams. Wetlands are often an integral part of floodplains.

There are two primary types of flood hazards: inundation and channel migration.

Inundation is defined as floodwater and debris flowing through an area that is not

normally under water. Such events can cause minor to severe damage, depending on

the velocity and depth of flows, the duration of the flood event, the quantity of logs and

other debris carried by flows, and the amount and type of development and personal

property in the floodwater’s path. Floodplains are designated based on the predicted
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frequency of flooding for a particular area. For example, a 100-year floodplain is a land
area that has a one percent probability of experiencing flooding in any given year.
Inundation hazards can come from major rivers, smaller tributary streams, local
stormwater runoff, high lake levels, high groundwater levels, coastal storm surge, and
tidal action.

Channel migration results from ((eroston—wears)) the wearing away of a riverbank by
flowing water. Ongoing erosion of one riverbank coupled with sediment deposition
along the opposite bank results in the lateral movement or migration of a channel
across its floodplain. When this shift is abrupt it is called channel avulsion. Channel
migration can lead to flood and erosion damage to structures, farms, and critical
infrastructure. At the same time, it is a natural process that forms complex fish habitat
by creating braided channels and causing trees to fall into rivers. Bank stabilization
actions to limit channel migration have negative impacts on channel processes and
reduce salmonid habitat quality and quantity. Channel migration hazard areas are
designated based on geomorphic analyses and review of historical channel migration
patterns and rates, consistent with the King County Flood Hazard Management Plan and
the Shoreline Management Act.

Development can reduce the floodplain's ability to store and convey floodwaters,
thereby increasing the velocity and depth of floodwaters in other areas. In addition,
floodplain development puts humans in harm's way and often occurs at the expense of
important fish and wildlife habitat. King County has adopted the Flood Hazard
Management Plan as a functional element of the King County Comprehensive Plan to
detail regional policies, programs, and projects to reduce the risk to people and
property from river flooding and channel migration in King County and to provide
guidance for decisions related to land use and floodplain management activities.

((E-499qq)) E-430 King County shall implement a comprehensive local floodplain
management program that, consistent with the King County Flood
Hazard Management Plan or successor plans: protects lives((;)):
minimizes damage and disruption to infrastructure and critical
facilities((;)): preserves and restores natural floodplain functions((;));
uses integrated approaches to provide multiple benefits; is resilient to
climate change; supports floodplain management actions that benefit
frontline communities; and ensures that new development does not put
people in harm’s way or cause adverse flooding impacts elsewhere((;

consistent-with-the King-County Flood-Hazard-Management-Plan)).

((E-499qq¢q)) E-431 King County shall continue to exceed the federal minimum
standards stipulated by the National Flood Insurance Program for
unincorporated areas to better protect public safety, reduce the risk of
flood and channel migration hazards to existing public and private
property, and prevent new at-risk development.

((E-499r)) E-432 King County’s floodplain land use and floodplain management
activities shall be carried out in accordance with policies, programs,
and projects detailed in the King County Flood Hazard Management

Plan, or successor plans.

((#BeaversandBeaverActivity))

Beaver ponds, created when beavers dam watercourses, provide a protective pool for a
beaver lodge and environmental benefits. They help retain stormwater runoff, trap
sediment and pollutants, maintain stream flow during summer, reduce downstream
flooding and erosion, raise groundwater levels, and help create diverse plant and
animal habitat. Beaver ponds also provide significant environmental benefits and
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functions for salmon rearing habitat, floodplain connectivity, wood inputs, increased
complexity of aquatic systems, and biodiversity.

Beaver dams may also cause upstream flooding of roads, utilities, and both public and
private property, and create the potential for downstream risk to public safety and
infrastructure should dam failure occur. If a dam is harmed or removed, the beavers will
typically repair the damage quickly, because their survival depends on having the
entrance to their lodge underwater.

E-499ii)) E-433 King County should support((s)) the coexistence of beavers and
people in rural King County. ((King—€ounty should-prepareabeaver
et . id . ' " '

; ; - . ith ith . i
solutions-and-where beaversshould-be-excludedorremoved:

3-)) E. Lakes

There are approximately 700 lakes in King County ranging in size from less than one
acre to Lake Washington’s roughly 21,500 acres. These lakes provide habitat that is
essential for various life stages of many species of fish and wildlife, including salmonids,
as well as recreational opportunities and scenic beauty. Watershed ((B))development,
shoreline alteration, and stormwater runoff into lakes can alter their functioning and lead
to eutrophication (increases in nutrients), loss of ((shoretine)) habitat, and threats to
human and ecosystem health. Although sewage treatment has greatly reduced
pollution in urban lakes like Lake Washington, stormwater runoff polluted by oil, metals,
sediments, pet waste, lawn fertilizers, and ((pesticides)) toxic chemicals can threaten
((homanheatth,aquatictife,and-habitat—Constructionof-butkheadsand-docksatsohas

patterns)) lake ecosystems and those who use them.

King County conducts water quality monitoring assessment on lakes throughout ((&ing

County some—casessupported-—by-intertocal—agreements-with—cities)) the county,

including sediment quality, habitat, biotic resources, and hydrology. ((Some—of-the
- . gem o , ) 9 : g

I I 1
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measuresof climatechangeavaitabtetocatly:)) This monitoring supports restoration and

protection of lakes in King County, as well as improves understanding of climate
change, watershed development, stormwater impacts, and swimming, fishing, and
drinking water uses.

King County also conducts specialized monitoring assessments for public health and
safety. During the summer months, the ((c))County conducts regular monitoring at
public swimming beaches_and contaminate monitoring of some fish species. When
monitoring indicates a public health hazard, the County works collaboratively with state
agencies and local jurisdictions, and ((the)) information is provided to Public Health -

Seattle & King County((;-which—can—isste—atemporary closureorder—the-Washington

fmpacts)). This can result in publlc warnings, consumption advisories, management
recommendations, and a temporary closure order if necessary. King County also offers
technical response assistance to harmful algal bloom incidents.

((E-490)) E-434 Lakes ((should)) shall be protected through management of lake
watersheds and shorelines. Lakes ((sensitivetonutrients-shall)) should
also be protected through the management of nutrients that stimulate
potentially harmful algae blooms and aquatic plant growth. Where
sufficient information is available, measurable standards for lake
quality should be set and management plans established to meet the
standards.

E-435 When a lake borders multiple jurisdictions, King County should
coordinate with those jurisdictions on lake protection and
management. Formation of lake management districts or other
financing mechanisms should also be considered to provide the
financial resources necessary to support actions for protection of
((sensitive)) lakes.

((E-491)) E-436 King County, in partnership with other governments and
community groups, should monitor and assess lake water and sediment
quality, physical habitat, ((and)) biotic resources, and hydrology.
Assessment should identify trends and describe impacts on human and
ecosystem health, aquatic life, and wildlife habitat.

E-437 ((fhe—=<)) King County should collaborate with other ((affected))
jurisdictions, Public Health - Seattle & King County((;—the—State

Bepartment—of—Health—and—the—State—Bqaartment—of-Ecology)) and state

agencies to identify and address pollutant sources adversely impacting
aquatic life and/or human and ecosystem health((;—through—tocal-or

[

inputs)).

((E-492)) E-438 Swimming beaches on lakes should be monitored for ((bacteriatl))
fecal contamination and algal toxins. When data shows public health to
be at risk, Public Health - Seattle & King County should take
appropriate action to address public health risks.

((6:)) E.  Puget Sound
There are approximately ((+10-mitesof-marine—shoretine-inKing-County,inctuding)) 51

miles of marine shoreline in unincorporated areas. Shorelines provide important
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functions for maintaining a healthy ecosystem and also provide essential habitat for a
variety of important and listed species, including mammals, birds, fish, and
invertebrates.  In addition to recreational opportunities, the marine nearshore
environment provides essential habitat for a variety of species including juvenile
salmonids, forage fish, and several commercially important shellfish species. Kelp and
eelgrass populations are particularly important for providing food and habitat,
especially for juvenile life stages for a variety of key fish and invertebrate species. The
intertidal area of marine beaches are the only spawning habitats for Pacific sand lance
and surf smelt, which form the base for much of the food chain in Puget Sound and are
highly susceptible to impacts from residential development of shoreline areas. Marine
resources and shorelines, especially embayments, are susceptible to impacts from water
pollution, changes in upland vegetation, alteration of natural bluff and beach erosion
patterns, and alteration of nearshore substrates and aquatic vegetation.

The majority of marine waters within King County are subtidal waters, which provide
important ecosystem functions and essential habitat for a variety of important species,
including marine mammals, birds, salmonids and other fish, and invertebrates. Subtidal
waters support geoduck, shrimp, and ((bottomfish)) commercial and Indian tribal
fisheries ((@as—wett—as)),_and also provide critical rearing habitats for salmonids and
migratory pathways for marine mammals ((and—satmonids)). Resident ((kitter-whates))
orca are often observed in King County subtidal waters feeding on salmonids, and
Biggs' whales are often seen feeding on seals and sea lions. Adult life stages of many
species, such as rockfish and Dungeness crab, use subtidal waters extensively. In
addition, subtidal waters provide an important connection to Pacific Ocean waters as
well as waters within other parts of Puget Sound. Subtidal habitat is susceptible to
impacts from water pollution, over-utilizing of biological resources, and climate change.

King County conducts water quality monitoring in marine offshore and nearshore areas
throughout King County as part of the Marine Monitoring Program. Nutrients,
chlorophyll, and dissolved oxygen are measured along with other physical and chemical
parameters. Biological parameters, such as ((chtorophytt)) fecal indicator bacteria and
phytoplankton and zooplankton community structure are also assessed. Offshore
sediment quality is assessed in various subtidal areas and nearshore sediments are
assessed throughout King County. The Washington State Department of Health issues
fish and shellfish consumption advisories to protect human health. There are
consumption advisories for a number of species within King County marine waters.
King County ((recentlyimptlemented)) maintains a monitoring program to track the level
of select contaminants in some species of fish and shellfish in Elliott Bay and King
County's marine waters. These data are used to evaluate the potential for both human
health (through consumption) and ecological impacts.

King County’s freshwater and saltwater environments are integrally linked. Water,
sediments, and nutrients move from upland areas to Puget Sound. Many species,
including salmon, spend critical periods of their lives in both fresh and salt water.
Salmon migrating from saltwater to their spawning areas bring marine-derived nutrients

back to the upland areas. ((Given—the—functionat-tinkagesbetween—freshwater—and

E-499g)) E-439 King County should collaborate with ((the)) Indian tribes, federal
and state agencies, ((ftincluding)) the Puget Sound Partnership((})),
cities, ((tribes;)) other counties, and universities to monitor and assess
Puget Sound marine waters, nearshore areas, and embayments.
Monitoring and assessment should:

a. Address water and sediment quality, bioaccumulation of chemicals,
physical habitat, ((and)) biotic resources, and hydrology ((:
Assessmentshould)); and

b. Identify trends and describe impacts on human and ecosystem

health and safety, aquatic life, and wildlife habitat.
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E-440 ((Fhe—<)) King County should collaborate with other ((affected))
jurisdictions, Public Health ((=)) - Seattle & King County, ((the—State
Bepartmentof—l-lealth—and—the%tate—Bqaartmentof—Etology)) and state

agencies to identify and address pollutant sources adversely impacting
aquatic life and/or human and ecosystem health((;—through—tocalor

fandi ities—t! hould red ;
inputs)).

((E-499h)) E-441 King County should protect and enhance the natural environment
in those areas recommended or adopted as Aquatic Reserves by
Washington State Department of Natural Resources. This should
include participation in management planning for the aquatic reserves
and working with willing landowners adjacent to the reserve on
restoration and acquisition projects that enhance the natural
environment.

E-442 King County shall support efforts of the Poverty Bay Shellfish

Protection District to safeguard against threats to water quality that
limit access to existing commercial shellfish harvesting areas.

E-443 King County should continue to support regional programs and actions
to monitor and address fecal pollution of King County lakes, streams,

and beaches, such as the Pollution Identification and Control Program
being run in collaboration with the King Conservation District and

Public Health - Seattle & King County.

Human waste contains high levels of nutrients and pathogens. These pollutants can
enter Puget Sound marine waters from a variety of pathways including combined sewer
overflow outfalls, septic systems, stormwater runoff, ships and boats, and rivers and
streams. Nutrients are also present in treated wastewater effluent. Public Health -
Seattle & King County is responsible for assuring that ((onsite)) on-site sewage systems
in King County meet state and local regulations. In addition, Public Health - Seattle &
King County is required to identify areas where marine water quality is threatened or
impaired as a result of contamination from ((onsite)) on-site sewage systems, to
designate these areas as Marine Recovery Areas, Public Health - Seattle & King County
has developed a Marine Recovery Areas plan for Vashon-Maury Island to identify failed
septic systems within the Marine Recovery Areas, and to assure that these systems are
repaired and maintained.

The State Department of Health conducts shoreline surveys, which ((identiftes)) identify
pollution sources that may impact water quality. Marine water sampling is to determine
fecal coliform bacteria levels in the marine waters. Shellfish-growing areas are classified
((cdretermining)) according to whether ((ornot)) shellfish in the area can be harvested for
human consumption. Public Health - Seattle & King County, in partnership with
Department of Natural Resources and Parks and King Conservation District, has
implemented the Quartermaster Pollution Identification and Correction programs to

address the fecal coliform discharges that ((caused-theshetfishbedstobeprohibited

from)) limit commercial harvesting.

The Marine Recovery Areas/Pollution Identification and Correction program has
successfully returned portions of Quartermaster Harbor to harvestable condition and is
continuing work on Vashon-Maury Island to address fecal coliform sources such as
properties that have on-site sewage systems that pre-date regulatory oversight systems
or that have failing systems. In addition to Quartermaster Harbor, other ((KingCounty))
commercial shellfish beds that are listed as threatened or concerned in King County are
East Passage and Colvos Passage on Vashon, and Poverty Bay on the mainland.
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Most landowners act as responsible managers of their septic systems and maintain them
effectively. However, those septic systems that are not maintained can fail, and impact

the enwronment ((Fhe-Countyand-the State shoutd-work-withtandowners by providing
i : . it
systemsand-addresstheassociatedprobltems:))

((E-4991)) E-444 King County should work with landowners, other jurisdictions, the
state Department of Health, sewer districts, and the Puget Sound
Partnershlp to proactively address failing septic systems with a priority
in ((environmentallysensitive—areas,—including)) areas where on-site

septic could pose an increased public health risk, critical areas and their
buffers, and constrained shoreline environments.

((#:)) G. __Groundwater Resources

Protecting groundwater is an important regional issue because groundwater provides
approximately 30((%)) percent of the water used in King County and is the primary
source of water in the Rural Area((s)) geography. On Vashon-Maury Island and in other
sole-source aquifer areas, it is the only source of drinking water.

The natural hydrologic system can be altered by development practices and overuse of
the aquifer. The result may be depletion of aquifers. Groundwater is also subject to
contamination from human activity. Once a source of groundwater is contaminated it
may be lost forever. The cost of protection is considerably less than the cost of
remediation and replacement. Having accurate, up-to-date information on
groundwater quality and quantity is essential for managing this resource. Mapping risk
could be achieved for a variety of pollutants or pollutant classes by integrating
groundwater protection level, distance to groundwater, soil type, pollutant mobility, and
land use information into a new map layer for each pollutant. Finally, public education
(particularly for individual well owners) and coordinated groundwater management
efforts will help to protect this resource over the long((=))_run.

((E-493)) E-445 King County shall identify and map areas in unincorporated King
County that are considered Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas and sole-
source aquifers. The ((c))County shall periodically update this map with
new information from adopted groundwater and wellhead protection
studies and other relevant sources. King County should develop and
maintain map layers of groundwater risk level when funding is
available.

((E-494)) E-446 King County should protect the quality and quantity of
groundwater countywide. ((by:
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3365 g-—Incorporating—into—its—tand—use—and—water—service—decisions
3366 consideration—of potential-impacts—on—groundwater quality—and
3367 quantity; and-theneed-fortong-term-aquifer protection;

3368 h—=~€oordinating—groundwater management-efforts—with—cities;,-water
3369 istricts; i . ies;
3370 i—Requiring-the proper-decommissioning-of-any-well-abandoned-in
3371 theprocess—of connecting-an-existing-water-system-to-a-Group-A
3372 watersystem;-and

3373 j—When—funding—is—available; monitoring—groundwater—status—and
3374 trends;—especially for-thegroundwaterprotectionplanning—areas
3375 established—by King—€County,—and—evaluating—the—groundwater
3376 monitoringresults;along-with-groundwater monitoring-performed
3377 by—public—water—systems,—plus—their —annual—quantities—of
3378 groundwater pumped-over-thefive—year period-—Findings—as—an
3379 indicatorof—environmental quality should—bereportedforeach
3380 groundwatermanagement-area:))

3381

3382 E-447 King County should work with partners to implement adopted
3383 Groundwater Management Plans and approved Wellhead Protection
3384 Programs, to coordinate groundwater management among
3385 jurisdictions, and to monitor groundwater status and trends.

3386

3387 E-448 King County should work with partners to develop best management
3388 practices for development, for resource-based operations, and for the
3389 general public, and should work to educate the public on groundwater
3390 best management practices.

3391

3392 E-449 King County should incorporate into its land use and water service
3393 decisions consideration of potential impacts on groundwater quality
3394 and quantity and the need for long-term aquifer protection and should
3395 require the proper decommissioning of any well abandoned in the
3396 process of connecting an existing water system to a Group A water
3397 system.

3398

3399 ((E-495—King—€ounty —should—protect—groundwater—recharge—quantity —by
3400 promotingtow-impact-development-and-other methods-that-infiltrate
3401 stormwater runoff-wheresiteconditions—permit-and-wherepollution
3402 source—controls—and—stormwater—treatment—can—prevent—potential
3403 groundwater-contamination.

3404

3405 E-496)) E-450 ((Inmaking-futurezoning-andHand-use-decisions-that-aresubject-to
3406 environmental—review;)) King County ((shall)) should periodically
3407 evaluate and monitor groundwater policies, their implementation
3408 costs, and the impacts upon the quantity and quality of groundwater.
3409 The depletion or degradation of aquifers needed for potable water
3410 supplies ((should)) shall be avoided or mitigated, and the need to plan
3411 and develop feasible and equivalent replacement sources to
3412 compensate for the potential loss of water supplies ((should)) shall be
3413 considered.

3414

3415 ((E-497)) E-451 King County should protect groundwater in the Rural Area by:

3416 a. Preferring land uses that retain a high ratio of permeable to
3417 impermeable surface area, and that maintain and/or augment the
3418 natural soil’'s infiltration capacity and treatment capability for
3419 groundwater;

3420 b. Evaluating impacts on groundwater, where appropriate, during
3421 review of commercial, industrial, and residential subdivision
3422 development projects that are proposed to be located within
3423 critical aquifer recharge areas, and, where appropriate, requiring
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mitigation for anticipated groundwater impacts to domestic water
supply resulting from these projects; and

c. Requiring standards for ((maximum)) vegetation clearing ((limits)),
impervious surface limits, and, where appropriate, infiltration of
surface water.

Climate change has the potential to impact future groundwater availability. Warmer
temperatures in the Pacific Northwest are projected to lead to greater demand for water
in the summer and fall, while reduced snow pack and associated stream flows could
reduce seasonal groundwater recharge. Further analysis of the potential impacts of
climate change on groundwater supplies in King County is needed to understand and
mitigate for potential impacts.

((E-498)) E-452 King County should, in partnership with water utilities, ((evaluate
thelikelyeffects—of)) work to ensure that climate change impacts on
((aquiferrecharge-and-groundwater-supplies-and-develop-astrategy to

o il . finati ith—ott b I

initiatives)) groundwater are being accounted for in water supply

planning and management, such as by:
a. Evaluating effects of climate change on aquifer recharge and

groundwater supplies; and
b. Developing strategies through climate change initiatives with

Indian tribes, cities, water districts, groundwater committees, and
state and federal agencies to mitigate impacts of climate change.

(B:))H. Stormwater Quality

Rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands, and groundwater must be protected from the adverse
impacts of development and land use change to continue functioning in a beneficial
manner. Because development both increases runoff from storms and reduces
streamflows in dry months by limiting infiltration, control of the rate, volume, and quality
of stormwater runoff is critical. Unmitigated stormwater runoff can cause erosion,
sedimentation, and flooding with resulting adverse impacts on water quality, fish and
wildlife habitat, property, and human safety. In addition, stormwater runoff can carry
pollutants, such as oil, heavy metals, fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides, ((and)) animal
wastes, dust from tires, naturally occurring nutrients at problematic levels, and toxins
and contaminants of emerging concern into waters. Sedimentation from soil disturbed
by clearing, grading, farming and logging can reduce river or stream channel capacity,
fill lakes and wetlands, and smother aquatic life and habitat.

King County stormwater management encompasses a wide range of strategies that
((integrateproven,traditionatapproacheswithmewand-innovativeconcepts;)) include
maintenance of more traditional, "gray" infrastructure such as stormwater ponds, and
encourage more "green" approaches, such as low impact development practices
intended to manage stormwater runoff on_site, reducing discharges of pollutants in
stormwater runoff((;)) and mimicking natural hydrology.
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E-445)) E-453 Stormwater runoff shall be managed through a variety of methods,
with the goal of protecting surface water quality, in-stream flows, and
aquatic habitat; promoting groundwater recharge while protecting
groundwater quality; reducing the risk of flooding; protecting public
safety and properties; and enhancing the viability of agricultural lands.

((E-446)) E-454 King County should:
a. ((e))Evaluate the need for product or material restrictions because
of water quality impacts;
b. Use a data- and science-driven approach to identify and reduce the
use of contaminants of emerging concern, such as 6PPD; and

c. Seek changes to state regulations and permits to incentivize
regional stormwater investments where they will achieve the best

outcomes for pollution reduction.

(2= CleanWaterAct))

The Clean Water Act requires that all states protect and restore their waters to beneficial
uses. This is accomplished through the development of a permitting framework called
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit ((p))Program.
Authority for administering the NPDES Program has been delegated by the
Environmental Protection Agency to the Washington State Department of Ecology
(Ecology), and King County holds a number of NPDES general permits for various
specified activities.
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When a particular water body falls short of state surface water quality standards Ecology
must impose a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). A TMDL is developed to restore
benef|C|a| uses to the water body by reducing or eliminating pollutants. ((tnaddition-to

water—bodies:)) The Bear Evans watershed Issaquah Creek and the Puyallup/Wh|te
watershed are impaired by elevated levels of fecal coliform((;and))._The Lower White

River has a TMDL for elevated pH and Cottage Lake is impaired by elevated levels of

total phosphorous. The actions to counteract these elevated levels of pollution
include((+)) animal waste education and collection stations at municipal parks, and

|nventory|ng and |nspect|ng commeraal anlmal handllng facilities. ((Kimg-Countysiicit

In addition to the TMDLs found in the Permit, several others have been approved within
King County((+)), including for the Snoqualmie River, Little Bear Creek, Lake Fenwick,
Lake Sawyer, the Duwamish River, Lower Green River, Pipers Creek, North Creek,
Newaukum Creek, Puyallup River, White River, and Fauntleroy Creek. King County
TMDLs under development or pending approval by the Environmental Protection
Agency include Green River and Newaukum Creek, White and Puyallup Rivers, and

Soos Creek. ((Atistof these Water Quatity tmprovementProjects inKing-County canbe
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':qu.““""slu' :“'ce'" E"'d.'dle'_'"" mitigation-or requirements-to-avoid

E-112)) E-455 When environmental monitoring, testing, or reliable data indicates
human activities have caused impaired water quality, such as increased
water temperature, fecal contamination, low oxygen, excess nutrients,
metals, or other contaminants, King County shall take actions ((which
will)) that help moderate those impairments.

((E-705 Kina-€. halt-fult hwith -t} N . _
”E";:."al “"tl'.m"t Bischarge EI fimination sfyfm."' FE':""Sf'l'.':h"h"g

E-461)) E-456 King County shall use incentives, regulations, capital projects, open
space acquisitions, public education and stewardship, and other
programs, ((like)) such as recycled water, to manage its aquatic
resources (((Puget-Sound; rivers; streams; lakes; freshwater-and-marine
wetlands-and-groundwater})) and to protect and enhance their multiple
beneficial uses. Use of water resources for one purpose should, to the
fullest extent practicable, preserve opportunities for other uses.

((E-462)) E-457 Development shall occur in a manner that supports continued
ecological and hydrologic functioning of water resources and should
not have a significant adverse impact on water quality, ((or)) water
quantity, or sediment transport, and should maintain base flows,
natural water level fluctuations, unpolluted groundwater recharge in
Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas, and fish and wildlife habitat.

((€7)) V. Upland Areas
() A. Forest Cover

King County recognizes the value of trees and forests in both rural and urban
communities for benefits such as improving air and water quality and enhancing fish
and wildlife habitat. Forests absorb and slowly release rainwater to streams and
aquifers, filter runoff, store carbon, and provide food, shade, and cover for wildlife. In
doing so, they help to prevent flooding and erosion, reduce stormwater runoff and
increase infiltration, protect drinking water, ((and)) support fish and wildlife and their
habitat,_and provide recreational opportunities and health benefits to communities.

cover-imuptand-areas:)) Forested headwaters in upper reaches of watersheds can be

especially important for preventing flooding, improving water quality, and protecting
salmon and other wildlife habitat, given the presence of large areas of with relatively low
levels of development. Forests in rural King County are also relied upon for recreation
and resource use, including harvest and firewood collection and cultivation of special
forest products categorized as edibles, florals, and medicinals. Forest Stewardship
Plans provide mechanisms for tailoring regulations and best management practices for
forest management to individual properties. Completion of one of these plans can also
qualify landowners for tax incentive programs and streamlined permitting. ((Fhe
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; . f . .
FF e Fittrati : ) ‘

E-447)) E-501 ((King-€ounty recognizes-that-conserving-and-restoring-headwater
" tand—f , .. tamt—F " flooding.

habitat:)) The central role that forests ((cover)) play((s)) in supporting
hydrologic and other ecological processes should be reflected in

((policies—and—programs—addressing)) stormwater management,
flooding, fish and wildlife, and open space policies and programs.

((E-448)) E-502 King County'’s critical areas and clearing and grading regulations
should provide for activities compatible with long-term forest use,
including use of recreational trails, firewood collection, forest fire
((prevention)) risk reduction, forest management, and control of
invasive plants.

((E-449)) E-503 King County shall promote retention of forest cover and significant
trees using a mix of regulations, incentives, and technical assistance.

E-504 King County shall identify and implement recommended strategies to

establish and protect corridors of forest with old-growth characteristics,
particularly in upper watershed areas and along major river corridors in

support of habitat for salmon and other wildlife.
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Organics comprise a large portion of the waste generated by King County residences,
businesses, and farms. Management of ((F))this organic waste stream requires
significant solid waste, farm management, and wastewater treatment resources. Many
of these “waste materials” (yard debris, food and wood waste, soiled paper, biosolids,
and agricultural livestock wastes), can be minimized, recycled, and reused to provide
numerous uses that are beneficial to the environment and the economy.

the—region:)) The Re+ program focuses on actions to minimize King County's

environmental footprint, create more green jobs, divert waste from the landfill, and
ensure everyone in King County has equitable access to efficient waste services.

((E=453)) E-505 King County should implement programs to improve availability
and markets for organic materials for soils that have been disturbed by
new and existing developments.

(E-454 K c haht -t} - . al
hich-shoutdt ' ' ible—and-minimi

E-455)) E-506 King County shall work with regional ((stakeholders)) partners to

ensure a viable and safe organics recycling infrastructure that allows for
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yard, food, wood, biosolids, manure and other organic wastes to be
turned into resources benefiting climate change, soil health, water
quality, and maximizing landfill diversion, consistent with the County's
zero waste of resources goals.

E-456)) E-507 King County shall promote, encourage, and require, where
appropriate, the beneficial use and reuse of organic materials in soils

and minimize their disposal, including but not limited to their use in the
following activities: agriculture and silviculture; road, park, and other
public project development; site development and new construction;
restoration and remediation of disturbed soils; nursery and sod
production; and landscaping. For these purposes, organic materials do
not include fly ash.

((E-457)) E-508 King County agencies shall use and promote compost ((recycled
organicproducts; such-ascompost;)) whenever feasible ((and-promote
the—appimahon—of—orgamtmatenal)) to compensate for historical losses

of organic content in soil caused by human actions, including
development, landscaping, agricultural practices, and resource
extraction. Where use of compost is not feasible, agencies shall

consider use of other recycled organic products, such as biosolids.

((E-458)) E-509 King County ((will)) shall seek to enhance soil quality((;)) and
protect water quality and biodiversity across the landscape by
developing policies, programs, and incentives that support the goal of
no net loss of organic material.

Biosolids are the nutrient-rich organic product from the wastewater treatment process
which can be recycled as a soil amendment. At King County’s wastewater treatment
plant, solids are removed from the wastewater and treated in large digesters where the
organic solids are stabilized, reducing the volume by half. After digestion, a portion of
water is removed, leaving the semisolid material ready for recycling.

The Biosolids Management Program's mission is to safely and sustainably return carbon
and nutrients to the land through the use of biosolids. The Biosolids Management
Program pursues environmental stewardship through diverse public-private
partnerships. One hundred percent of county biosolids are beneficially used through

the forestry and agriculture programs. ((A—portion—of—the—County's—biosotids—are
compostedasaClassAproduct:

E-459)) E-510 King County supports and should explore ways to beneficially use
biosolids locally, whenever feasible.
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On-farm composting as a method of managing livestock waste and other organic waste
materials is ((becoming)) an important waste management strategy for farmers. Benefits
of on-farm composting include:

e Additional revenue from the sale of compost;

e Reduced costs for water, fertilizers and pesticides, due to reduced water usage and
reduced reliance on fertilizers and pesticides;

e Reduced impacts to surface waters; and

e Increased crop yields.

(& L ; : ; :
Manmagement-Ordinance)) Regulations for managing livestock encourage((s)) farmers to
implement farm plans in collaboration with the King Conservation District to protect and
enhance natural resources, including water quality. The King Conservation District
provides technical assistance and education to agricultural landowners on how to
implement best management practices, which include manure storage facilities and
pasture renovation, as well as stream and wetland buffer fencing ((and—cltean—water
diversion)). The resulting farm plans can include provisions for ((onsite)) on-site and
((offsite)) off-site management of livestock wastes and strategies to integrate processing
livestock wastes with other organic waste materials. These strategies should be
consistent with the King County Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan,
including but not limited to on-farm composting and land application of processed yard
debris. Farm plans that address livestock waste management further compliance with
the provisions of the Clean Water Act and other federal and state mandates regarding
water quality.

((E=460)) E-511 King County shall promote livestock waste management that keeps
waste out of stormwater runoff and from infiltration to groundwater,
and enhances soil health by methods such as combining livestock
waste with other plant and animal waste material for incorporation into
crop soils.

(6—HazardousWaste))

Throughout King County, businesses use and generate hazardous materials as part of
their normal operations. There are numerous rules and requirements for the proper
management of these materials and requirements can vary slightly by jurisdiction.
Often the businesses will learn of these requirements after they have found out that they
are not in compliance. To help mitigate the potential harmful effects to human health
and the environment and to minimize the economic impacts to businesses that may
generate hazardous chemicals, King County provides education and technical
assistance to businesses on requirements for proper management and disposal of
hazardous chemicals, as well as information on less toxic alternatives.

Contacting businesses with information on proper hazardous waste disposal as early as
possible in the business development phase can help to prevent improper disposal of
hazardous waste and associated risks to public safety and the environment. Taking a
preventative approach can also help to avoid costly code violations.

((E-499t)) E-512 King County should review permits for new businesses ((permit
fcati i )) that propose to use

hazardous chemicals or generate hazardous waste as part of their
operations. The ((c))County should offer to provide technical assistance
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related to hazardous waste disposal requirements((;—spill-response;))
and non-toxic alternatives.

VI. Geologically Hazardous Areas

King County is located at a tectonically active convergent plate margin, which is
characterized by dynamic geologic processes including active mountain building,
abundant seismic activity, and volcanism. In addition, the relatively recent glacial history
has resulted in the creation of numerous steep and unstable hillsides throughout the
county, many of which are prone to naturally occurring landslides. Snow avalanches are
also a common occurrence in the Cascade Mountains in ((E))eastern King County. The
hazardous impacts from these processes can be worsened with climate change, and
increases in extreme wet weather increase risks from geologic hazards.

Often, ((times)) the result of these naturally occurring events can be beneficial to the
environment((;)) by providing gravel and woody debris in streams and rivers((;)) and
continuing the process of natural regeneration. Salmon need gravel for spawning and
in-stream debris for cover and to provide shade and regulate temperature. While the
relatively flat Puget Lowlands made it historically ideal for development and agriculture,
the natural processes of erosion and deposition will continue. King County must
balance the positive benefits of these natural occurrences with any adverse impacts that
pose a threat to public healt