


Ordmance 19881 Attac:hmentA - ffﬂﬂfr"'

Adopted December 10, 2024 . \
i :
‘:..
k . :'\- :"f!'
A, : - il 4
o 4 Y, . oM ' | - %



King County is a part of a larger area that has been the traditional aboriginal

territory of the Coast Salish peoples, who continue to live around the Salish

Sea in what is now Washington State and the Canadian province of British

Columbia. These sovereign tribal nations enrich the region through

environmental stewardship, cultural heritage, and economic development.

In planning for growth over the coming decades, the King County

Comprehensive Plan seeks to respect and acknowledge the tribes' legacy

and present-day contributions through the creation of livable, equitable, and

sustainable communities for current and future generations.
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.  About King County

((King-€ounty-Geography))

King County, covering 2,130 square miles, ((fs—the—sizeof-the—state—of Petaware, but
much—more—geographicatty diverse—t)) extends from Puget Sound in the west to
8 000-foot Mt. Daniel at the Cascade crest to the east. ((King-County'svarioustandforms

W|th more than 2 320 000 Deople it is the Iarqest county in Washlnqton State and the

12% largest in the nation. Within King County, 39 cities cover 418 square miles, or 20
percent of the county's total land area. The cities range in population ((rargitgin)) size
from Seattle, with more than ((66&666)) 762 500 people to Skykomlsh and Beaux Arts
with fewer than 350 each. ((Kinc - S ~ove =

ofthecounty'stotaHandareas)) Umncorporated King County((
city;ow)) has ((about—253;600)) a_population of 248,160 ((peopte)), or ((43%)) 11

percent of the ((county'spoputation)) total population of King County. -

J< s ~— +. I Jot
((I llly L,UUIIL)/ L/C'IllUyld’JlllL,b

=))) I\/Iost of
King Countvs re5|dents are of workmq age, W|th the largest share of residents (17
percent) being 30 to 39 years old. Approximately 20 percent (449,242) of King County's
population is 17 years old or younger. Unincorporated King County residents are older
on average than King County residents. As of 2020, 54 percent of King County's
population is non-Hispanic White, 20 percent Asian, seven percent Black or African
American, one percent Native American, one percent Native Hawaiian or Pacific
Islander, and nine percent Hispanic or lLatino/a/e. Unincorporated King County has
proportionately more White residents and American Indian/Alaska Native residents than
King County as a whole.

The Woashington State Office of Financial Management projects King County's
population to grow 24.6 percent, from 2,317,700 residents in 2022 to 2,887,137 in
2044. Unincorporated King County's population is projected to grow more slowly at a
rate of 7.3 percent, from 248,160 residents in 2022 to 266,301 in 2044. To meet the
housing needs of current and future residents, King County is required by the Growth
Management Act and the Countywide Planning Policies to plan for and accommodate
housing that meets the needs of moderate-, low-, very low-, and extremely low-income
households, as well as emergency housing, emergency shelters, and permanent
supportive housing. The total number of new housing units needed in urban

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-2
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unincorporated King County by 2044 is 5,412. Additionally, 1,034 new emergency
housing beds are needed by 2044 to meet temporary housing needs.

((Kimg-County Housing Needs
e ¢ ; e GO . ot . o

inhousehotd-sizefs-anticipated-in—coming-yearstoabout 2:26-in263+)) The County

adopted development regulation changes with the 2024 Comprehensive Plan to create
sufficient zoning capacity to accommodate these housing needs and types.

((Kimg-County-Economy
E' c . . . A . 5 . -

. King County Planning Framework

Prompted by residents concerned about sprawl, King County adopted its first
comprehensive land use plan in 1964. Two decades later, the 1985 comprehensive
land use plan was the first to identify an urban growth boundary line to limit urban
growth to areas with the infrastructure needed for facilities and services. It also
established policies to protect the Rural Area, conserve the natural environment, and
designate resource lands for long-term agriculture and forest production.

King County's first Comprehensive Plan under the Washington State Growth
Management Act was adopted in 1994. The Growth Management Act directs the state's
most populous and fastest-growing counties and their cities to prepare comprehensive
land use plans that anticipate growth over a 20((-))-year horizon and provide for it in a
managed manner.

There is a hierarchy of growth management planning in the county with consistency
between the levels. Some issues, such as the establishment of the Urban Growth Area,
are best decided at the countywide level, while others, such as the amount of
commercial space needed in a neighborhood, are best determined at the subarea plan
level. At a broader scale, the Growth Management Act requires the development of
Multicounty Planning Policies by ((the—countiesof)) King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish
Counties, as well as the development of Countywide Planning Policies by King County
and ((its)) the 39 cities and towns in King County. These ((documentsaretobeused
sotety)) policies are used for establishing a countywide framework from which county
and city comprehensive plans are developed and adopted.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-3
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A. _Planning Framework Hierarchy

((Fhese)) The planning processes and structures discussed in this section respond to
Growth Management Act, Multicounty Planning Policy, and Countywide Planning Policy
requirements and goals and reflect local circumstances and priorities. This complex
framework is illustrated in the following graphic.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-4
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WASHINGTON STATE

Growth Management Act

-
-, MULTICOUNTY ~
- L~ Vision 2050 & Multicounty « ~
7’ = Planning Policies e ~

COUNTYWIDE ~ i
/ Countywide Planning N \

A o
’ n Policies N
/ v QliIcie: \ \\
/ / \ %
/ / \
/ / \ \
/ / -— \\ \\
.', :‘I = \ !
! -— \ \
-— i

KING COUNTY

Comprehensive Plan

74
FinotisAal Pians : Facilities, operations, Development regulations (King
Agency & Depahtmént programs & services County Code) that determine
Strategic Plans ! where homes onr businesses are
: m built, what they can look like, etc.
N s e e e e e S
KEY
v = = = Developed by negional actors
— Developed by King County
= — = King County facilities,
KING COUNTY operations, programs,
Budget services
RP-101 King County's planning should implement the County's equity and

racial and social justice principles to improve residents’ access to the
determinants of equity.

(A))B.  Public Participation in Planning

At the core of King County's planning is the goal of ((providing)) advancing equitable
outcomes that support a high quality of life for all residents. This can only be achieved

by actively ((soticitingpubticparticipation)) and equitably engaging the public to help

shape ((its)) County plans, including strategic, comprehensive, functional, and subarea

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-6
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plans, and ((use)) by using these planning processes to strengthen communities and
improve access to the Determinants of Equity.?

Previous planning processes have excluded and harmed those who are Black,
Indigenous, and other People of Color; immigrants; refugees; and households at or
below 80 percent of area median income. King County is working to ensure that the
perspectives of these historically underrepresented groups and those who have been
disproportionally harmed by previous planning efforts are engaged by the County and
centered throughout planning processes.

Additionally, while the Growth Management Act requires the coordination of local
plans, Indian tribes have historically not been included because of their independent
sovereign status and unique rights to self-governance. However, King County also
recognizes that the lands addressed by the Comprehensive Plan are those that are the
traditional territory of the Coast Salish peoples that have lived here since time
immemorial. Recognizing this, King County will coordinate with Indian tribes as part of
the County's planning processes and will seek opportunities to work together to
advance key issues, such as environmental stewardship, treaty fishing rights, and
protecting cultural heritage.

((RP-101)) RP-102 King County shall strive to provide a high quality of life for
all of its residents by working with cities, special purpose districts, and
residents to develop attractive, safe, and accessible communities at
appropriate urban and rural service levels; ((retain)) retaining rural
character and rural neighborhoods; planning for and accommodating
housing affordable to all income levels; ((support)) supporting
economic development; ((promote)) promoting equity and racial and
social justice; ((preserve—and-—maintain)) preserving and maintaining
resource and open space lands; ((preserve)) preserving the natural
environment; and ((protect)) protecting significant cultural and historic
resources.

((RP-102)) RP-103 In its planning processes, including the development,
update, and implementation of King County plans, ((King)) the County
shall use equitable engagement strategies to actively solicit public
participation from a wide variety of sources, particularly from
populations historically underrepresented or excluded from planning

processes ((in—its—planning—processes;,—including—the—development;
update;and-implementation-of-itsplans)).

((RP-103)) RP-104 King County shall ((seek-commentfrom)) coordinate with
Indian tribes during its planning processes in a manner that respects
their sovereign status, promotes tribal self-determination and self-

governance, and honors past and present agreements.

! Defined in King County Code 2.10.210.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-7
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RP-105 King County should:
a. Collaborate with Indian tribes to support preservation of
historically, culturally, and archeologically important places and
resources;
b. Support partnerships with Indian tribes to promote Indian tribal
cultural centers and cultural events; and
c. Consider Indian tribal traditional land stewardship in advancing
King County climate resiliency goals.

((R-102)) RP-106 King County ((will-continueto-support)) shall work with its

rural constituencies to sustain and enhance the diversity and richness of

((its rural-communities-and-their-distinct character by-working-with-its

rural—constituencies-through-its-Community-Service-Areasprogram-to
sustain-and-enhance-therural-character-of)) the Rural Area and Natural
Resource Lands.

((B:)).C. Multicounty Planning

The Puget Sound Regional Council is a regional planning agency with specific
responsibilities under federal and state law for transportation planning, economic
development, and growth management. ((tmApri-2668,t))The general assembly of the
Puget Sound Regional Council ((adopted—WSION—2040=containing)) adopts a
((rmumrerie)) Regional Growth Strategy and the Multicounty Planning Policies((=as—an
updateto-the—eartier-Viston2020regionat-ptan))_which are most recently reflected in
VISION 2050 ("VISION"). Multicounty Planning Policies address those issues that benefit
from greater consistency across jurisdictions and those that are of a ((countywideor))
regional nature.

VISION ((2648)) is a regional strategy to accommodate the population and job growth
expected by ((2640)) 2050 in the four-county Puget Sound region. As an integrated,
long-range vision for maintaining a healthy region, promoting economic vitality, a
healthy environment, and well((-))being of people and communities, VISION ((2646))
provides clear direction to regional, county, and local governments on topics such as
setting priorities for transportation investment, stimulating economic development,
planning for open space, making ((city—amrd—town)) local jurisdictions' centers more

su|tab|e for transit and walkmg, and |mprovmg transportatlon safety and mob|l|ty

As part of VISION ((2649)), the Regional Growth Strategy looks at how the region can
distribute ((forecast)) forecasted growth, primarily within the designated urban growth
area. The strategy is a description of a preferred pattern of urbanization that has been
designed to minimize environmental impacts, support economic prosperity, promote
adequate and affordable housing, improve mobility, and make efficient use of existing
infrastructure. The strategy provides regional guidance for counties((;)) and cities ((and
towns)) to use as they develop ((mew)) local population and employment growth targets
and update local comprehensive plans.

Regional Growth Management Planning - Page 1-8
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((RP-104)) RP-107 King County's planning ((should)) shall include
multicounty, countywide, and subarea levels of planning. Working
with planning partners, such as Indian tribes, residents, special purpose

districts, and cities ((as-planning-partners)), the ((c))County shall strive

to balance the differing needs identified across or within plans at these

((geographic)) levels.
(€))D. Countywide Planning

State law requires that planning be coordinated on a countywide level, and that ((the))
King ((c))County itself adopt a comprehensive plan to regulate those areas for which it
has direct responsibility. The Countywide Planning Policies are required by the state
Growth Management Act and provide a countywide framework to coordinate local
comprehensive plans and implement VISION ((2646)). King County and all cities ((and
towns—of)) in King County are responsible for ensuring that their respective
comprehensive plans are consistent with and implement the Countywide Planning
Policies.

The ((Growth—Manmagement—Planning—Councit—is—the)) formal body charged with
developmg the CountyW|de Plannlng PoI|C|es ((arrd—then—serrdﬁg—a—recmmendat‘roﬁ—to

€ouncit))_is the Growth Management Planning Counal which is a representatlve body

consisting of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, the Sound Cities
Association, and ((the—€ityof Bettevue)) special purpose districts.((?)) Recommended
Countywide Planning Policies are sent to King County for its review and approval and
then provided to the cities for ratification.

PlanningPoticiesin26043—Fheserevised)) The CountyW|de Planning PoI|C|es implement
((theregionatand—countywidevision)) VISION by providing a countywide framework to
plan for job growth and new development, including housing, commercial, institutional,
and other non((=))residential uses. The Countywide Planning Policies provide broad
direction to individual jurisdictions' comprehensive plans, including the King County
Comprehensive Plan. The goals of the policies include: promoting a compact and
centers-focused growth pattern that uses land and infrastructure efficiently, protecting
the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, providing affordable housing throughout
the county, and coordinating the protection and restoration of the natural environment
in King County.((®))

((RP-105)) RP-108 King County ((should)) shall work with the Growth
Management Planning Council to adopt Countywide Planning Policies
that support ((annual—ratifications—to)) allocated housing and
employment growth targets for cities and the county, approve
designations of countywide centers, and address other countywide

planning topics.
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((RP-106)) RP-109 ((Except-forFour-to-Oneproposals;)) King County shall not

amend the Urban Growth Area prior to the Growth Management
Planning Council ((taking—action)) making a recommendation on the
proposed amendment to the Urban Growth Area.

((RP-1067)) RP-110 King County shall not forward to the Growth Management
Planning Council for its recommendation any proposed amendment to
the Urban Growth Area unless the proposal ((was)) is:

a. Included in the scoping motion for a King County Comprehensive
Plan update;

b ((An)) Subject to an area zoning and land use study ((of-the
proposal)) that was included in the public review draft of a
proposed King County Comprehensive Plan update; or

c. Subjected to the hearing examiner process for site specific map
amendments as ((contemplated)) established by the King County
Code.

((RP-108)) RP-111 King County shall implement the Countywide Planning
Policies through its Comprehensive Plan and ((through)) Potential
Annexation Area, pre-annexation, and other interlocal agreements with
((its)) cities.

(B—Sub-Regionat)) E.  Subregional Planning and

Partnerships

King County engages with partners in subareas of the county in ((sub-regionat))
subregional planning programs and partnerships that are related to the Comprehensive
Plan. These activities are guided by the policies in the Comprehensive Plan as well as
the other components of the overall King County ((P))planning ((F))framework noted in

this chapter. ((Somekeyactivittesarenoted-betow:))

((RP-109)) RP-112 King County should establish and/or participate in regional
and subregional partnerships to advance the objectives of the
Comprehensive Plan((;such-as:

RP-113 When large, mixed-use developments with more than 50 dwelling
units are proposed in cities adjacent to the Rural Area or Natural
Resource Lands, King County shall, upon notification from the city,
coordinate with the permitting city during the development review
process to avoid and mitigate impacts on county services and facilities,

water resources, and the surrounding Rural Area and Natural Resource
Lands.
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((Fhe—citresinKing-County'sruratarea)) Cities in the Rural Area are incorporated areas

substantially surrounded by the Rural Area and whose local governments are involved in
the region’s planning processes on ((amequattegat-tasis—with—the—suburban—cities;
Belttevueand Seattte))_the same basis as any other city in the County. Cities in the Rural
Area have established Potential Annexation Areas to accommodate growth. The
((e))Cities in the Rural Area are Black Diamond, Carnation, Duvall, Enumclaw, North
Bend, Skykomish, and Snoqualmie.

(Fhe-6 M : ; S s : s .

those—tocations:)) Excessive growth in Cities in the Rural Area ((and—imRurat-TFowns)),
however, may create pressure for extending urban services (for example, sewers) across
the Rural Area or Natural Resource Lands, ((may)) increase conversion pressure on

nearby Resource Lands, and adversely af‘Fect rural character. ((Fherefore; King—County

R-510)) RP-114 ((The Citiesinthe Rural-Area—and-their Potential Annexation-Areas

arepartof theoverallUrban-Growth-Areaforpurposes-of pltanningtand
uses—and-facility needs.)) King County should work with Cities in the

Rural Area and coordinate through partnerships, such as the Growth

Management Planning Council, to:

a. ((e))Encourage the provision of affordable housing((;to)):

b. ((m))Minimize the impacts of new development on the surrounding
Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands;

c. Avoid the conversion of rural lands into commercial uses and the
creation of pressure to extend or expand urban services,
infrastructure, and facilities, such as roads or sewer, across or into
the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands; and

d. ((to—p))Plan for growth consistent with long-term protection of
significant historic resources((;)) and the surrounding Rural Area
and Natural Resource Lands.

accordance with the Growth Management Act, ((it)) the Comprehensive Plan is

designed to manage growth so that development is directed to ((designated)) urban
areas and away from the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands. The Growth
Management Act also requires King County to designate and protect critical areas and
commercially significant forestry, agriculture, and mining areas. The Growth
Management Act requires a comprehensive plan to adhere to a set of ((fourteen)) goals

and to include ((thefoftowing)) mandatory plan elements(()),_such as land use, housing,
capital facilities, utilities, rural, shorelines, and transportation elements. The ((King
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€ounty)) Comprehensive Plan provides a legal framework for managing growth and
maklng decisions about land use in umncorporated King County. ((Pu-b-l-rc—an-d—prrvate

1 1 1

the-ComprehensivePlaninseveratways:))

The Comprehensive Plan ((provides—guidance—to)) guides ((€))County officials ((for
decistons)) on proposals such as zoning changes and developments((—itatsogives-the

public—directionm—on—the—county's—positton—on)), proposed changes in ((tand—use—or
zoning;)) environmental regulations, or broader policy issues. ((FhePtan)) It also serves
as a framework for other plans and regulations such as subarea plans and the King
County Code that govern the location and density of land uses in unincorporated King
County. The Comprehensive Plan provides a basis for decisions about public spending
on facilities and services. Finally, ((the—Ptan)) it presents other agencies, such as cities
and special purpose districts, with King County's position on large-scale matters such as
annexation, use of resource lands, environmental protection, service provision, and
others.

((RP-110)) RP-115 King County's planning should strengthen communities by
addressing all the elements, resources, and needs that make a
community whole, ((including:)) such as housing affordable to all
income levels, economic growth and the built environment,
environmental sustainability, regional and local mobility, health and
human potential, and justice and safety.

((RP-111)) RP-116 King County shall integrate mandated responses to the
listings under the Endangered Species Act into future planning,
economic development efforts, and resource management programs to
achieve, where consistent with the Endangered Species Act, a balance
between environmental, social, and economic goals and objectives.
King County shall collaborate with others to conserve species and their
habitats in order to prevent future listings under the Endangered
Species Act.

((RP-112—KingCountyshall-incorporate—approaches-to reducegreenhousegas
-t IIII‘ } X ’| ic—devel gl forts, i
naturalresourcemanagement:

RP-113)) RP-117 The ((€omprehensivePlan)) Land Use Map is adopted as
part of ((this)) the Comprehensive Plan. ((it)) The Land Use Map shall
depict((s)) the ((Urban—Growth—Area;)) Urban Growth Area
((B))boundary((;)); land use designations for unincorporated urban
areas, the Rural Area, and Natural Resource Lands; and other ((land
uses)) appropriate information. The Land Use Map shall be maintained
in the King County Geographic Information System, and the Land Use

Map at the end of this chapter generally represents the official

((Eomprehensive Plantand-Use-M))map.
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RP-114)) RP-118 King County shall ((continue—its—process—of reviewing
county—regulatory—and—admtmstratwe—achonrso—arto)) avoid
unconstitutional takings of private property in planning, programming,
and operations.

The Growth Management Act allows updates to comprehensive plans once each year.
In King County, the annual update allows limited changes. The ((efght)) County's 10-
year update, which aligns the timing with Growth Management Act periodic review and
update requirements, allows substantive changes to policies and amendments to the
Urban Growth Area boundary ((tobeproposed-and-adopted)). A smaller((=)) range of
substantive changes to policies and amendments to the Urban Growth Area boundary
may also be considered at the midpoint of the ((etght)) 10-year update schedule, ((but
onty)) if authorized by motion. These provisions are detailed in Chapter 12,
Implementatlon Amendments & Evaluatlon and King County Code ((Fitte)) Chapter
20.18. - ' ' i =rmentatior

As—part-of)) Prior to its review of the Comprehensive Plan, King County, together with
((its)) cities, ((pubtished)) adopts the ((2667)) King County Urban Growth Capacity
Report (previously known as the Buildable Lands Report). ((and—updated-itin—2014
Ratifred-in2615:t))The report fulfills the requirements of the Growth Management Act
for the ((€))County and ((its)) cities to evaluate patterns of development every ((efght)) 10
years to determine whether there is sufficient suitable land to accommodate the
projected countywide population. The ((Buitdabte—tands)) Urban Growth Capacity
Report ((represents—a—midcourse—check—on)) is one of the methods to evaluate the
achievement of Growth Management Act goals. The focus of the evaluation is on the
designated urban areas of King County and growth targets for those areas as
established in the Countywide Planning Policies.

Docket RequestProcess:)) Another key element of the Comprehensive Plan review
and update process is the Docket ((R))request ((P))process. As required by the Growth

Management Act, King County maintains an_annual docket for recording comments on
suggested changes to the King County Comprehensive Plan and associated
development regulations from any interested person, such as permit applicants,
residents, and staff of other jurisdictions or agencies. The process and requirements are
detailed in ((the)) King County Code ((at)) Chapter 20.18((-446)). The County reviews all
requests, communicates with docket submitters, ((and)) makes County Executive

recommendations to the County Council ((bythe—first-dayof Becember—Fhedocket
) £ . ok .

))_and provides information

on requests and recommendations to the public.
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(F))G. Subarea Planning
((Community ServiceArea)) Subarea plans((;as-wetasothercommunity ptansand-basin

ptans;)) focus the policy direction of the Comprehensive Plan to a smaller geographic
area. The County is currently in the process of establishing Subarea Plans through a

cycle described further in Chapter 11, Subarea Planning. (({See-Chapter-+t+Community
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6:))H.  Functional Planning

Functional plans are detailed plans for facilities and services ((and-atso-include)), as well
as action plans and programs for other governmental activities. Some functional plans
are operational or programmatic and guide daily management decisions. Others
include specific details of facility design and location. Functional ((P))plans ((that-guide
specific—siting—of—facilities)) help |mp|ement and must be consmtent with the

Comprehensive Plan.

=s)) Examples of functional

plans ((inKing—C€ounty)) include((-—theStrategic-Climate—Action—Ptam,Juvenite Justice
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RP-117)) RP-119 Functional plans for facilities and services ((should)):

a. Shall ((B))be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and subarea
((and-neighborhood)) plans;

b. ((Definerequired)) Shall be consistent with service levels that are
appropriate for the Urban Growth Area, Rural Area, and Natural
Resource Lands;

c. May ((P))provide standards for location, design, and operation of
public facilities and services;

d. Should ((S))specify adequate, stable, and equitable methods of pay
for public facilities and services;

e. May ((B))be the basis for scheduling needed facilities and services
through capital improvement programs; and

f. Should ((P))plan for maintenance of existing facilities.

listri ot bl X } . romalol ;
should-beconsidered-by King-County:))

. Other Planning

There are also other plans not adopted as part of the Comprehensive Plan, such as
implementation plans and strategic plans, that King County relies on to help implement
and inform the Comprehensive Plan. These plans are typically focused on a specific
policy area, able to provide more detailed planning, and updated on a more frequent
basis than the Comprehensive Plan. Given this, sometimes those plans are updated to
be consistent with Comprehensive Plan updates, and sometimes the Comprehensive
Plan is updated to help advance new initiatives and desired outcomes originating from
those other planning efforts. Examples of these plans include the Strategic Climate
Action Plan, the Strategic Plan for Road Services, the King County Metro Strategic Plan
for Public Transportation, and the King County International Airport Strategic Plan. The
County also uses issue-specific studies and reports to inform and help implement
Comprehensive Plan updates, such as area zoning and land use studies, outcomes of
Comprehensive Plan Work Plan action items (see Chapter 12, Implementation,
Amendments, & Evaluation), and responses to King County budget provisos.
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defimre—urban—communities—t))The King County Four-to- One Program provides an
opportunity to add land to the regional open space system through the dedication of
permanent ((open—space)) natural areas. The Four-to-One Program has been
recognized as an innovative land use technique under the Growth Management Act((®))
and for King County, the purpose of the program is to create a contiguous band of
((open—space)) natural areas, running ((morth—and—south)) along the ((main)) Urban
Growth Area ((B))boundary. Since its inception in 1994, just over ((+;368)) 360 acres
have been added to the Urban Growth Area while nearly ((4,568)) 1,300 acres of
permanent ((open-space)) natural areas have been conserved through the Four-to-One
Program. Changes to the Urban Growth Area through this program are processed as
((E)land ((B))use map ((A))amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan((;
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((U-185)) RP-120 Through the Four-to-One Program, King County shall
((actively pursue—dedication—of open—space—along)) dedicate natural
areas adjacent to the original Urban Growth Area ((line)) boundary,
which was adopted in the 1994 King County Comprehensive Plan.
Through this program, ((one—acre—of)) Rural Area zoned land may be
added to the Urban Growth Area in exchange for ((a)) dedication ((to
King—€ounty)) of at least four ((acres)) times the size of permanent
((open—space)) natural area. ((kand-added-tothe Urban-Growth-Area

. 9 . 9 g )

'gll' I'”f I“ Yt f

RP-121 The Four-to-One Program shall not result in more than a total of 4,000
acres being added to the Urban Growth Area.

((U-189)) RP-122 Land added to the Urban Growth Area under the Four-to-
One Program shall:

Be limited to residential development and have a minimum density

of ((fouf)) eight dwellmgs per acre; ((and—shaﬂ—be—physma’rly

b. Locate ((P))drainage facilities ((to—su
shall-be—tocated)) and roads within the urban portion of the
development((:)); and

¢. ((In—some——cases,—tands—must—m))Meet affordable housing
requirements. ((under-thisprogram:

The total-area-added-to-the Urban-Growth-Area-as-aresult-of-this policy
shallnot-exceed4,;000-acres.

U-186)) RP-123 King County shall evaluate Four-to-One proposals for both quality
of ((open-space)) the natural area and feasibility of urban development
and annexation. The highest quality proposals shall be recommended
for adoption as amendments to the Urban Growth Area. ((kands
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RP-124 Lands preserved under the Four-to-One Program shall:
a. Be reserved as natural areas, or for passive recreation, farming, or
forestry. Trails or active recreation may be allowed if located on a
small portion of the natural area and are compatible with the site's
habitat values and functions;
b. Retain their Rural Area designations; and
c. Generally be configured in such a way as to connect with open

space on adjacent properties.
((U=188—KingCounty shall-preserve-theopen-space-acquired-through-the Four-

" licy:
a.—Trails;

U-190)) RP-125 ((King€ounty shall-amend-the Urban-Growth-Area)) Amendments
to add Rural Area lands to the Urban Growth Area ((consistentwith

Policy U-185—during-the)) through the Four-to-One Program may be

made as part of an annual, midpoint, or 10-year Comprehensive Plan
((amendment-process)) update. ((Open-spacededication-shall-occurat
final-formal-platrecording:)) If the applicant decides not to pursue
urban development ((or-fails-to-record-thefinal-plat-prior-to-expiration
of preliminary plat-approvatl)), the urban properties shall be restored to

a Rural Area land use designation and associated zoning during the
next ((reviewof)) update to the King County Comprehensive Plan.

RP-126 For Four-to-One proposals adjacent to an incorporated area
development proposals and/or activities shall not be allowed until the
land added to the Urban Growth Area is annexed into a city. A tri-party
agreement with the property owner, city, and King County shall be
required to be transmitted and adopted concurrent with the Four-to-

One proposal.

Ill. King County Guiding Principles

The Comprehensive Plan is based on the principles of creating sustainable
neighborhoods, preserving open space, farmland, and rural communities, directing
development toward existing communities, addressing climate change, and providing a
variety of transportation choices. These guiding principles are consistent with the
(Washington—State)) Growth Management Act and guide funding decisions, creation
and operation of programs and projects, and how the County interacts with local, state,
and federal agencies. The impact of implementing these principles has been to:
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e create higher urban densities by directing ((96%)) 29 percent of the growth into
the urban core((s)) of the region (Urban Growth Area),

preserve irreplaceable resource lands, parks, and critical areas,

improve mobility by making transit service more accessible,

sustain a vibrant economy,

serve in the capacity of both a local and a regional government, and

improve water quality and manage stormwater runoff((;

| . N . .
reguce }JUI‘L,GIJItd greemmouse yds UIIIIDbIUIIb)).

IOOOOO

Guiding Principles
A. Creating Sustainable Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods are the backbone of any community. Creating sustainable
neighborhoods may mean using incentives, programs, or regulations to help create
new neighborhoods((;)) and support existing neighborhoods. Encouraging mixed land
use and making access to jobs, shopping, and schools easier establishes the
cohesiveness of a neighborhood. Having opportunities for physical activity and
providing for people, if they choose, to age in place and remain in their neighborhood
as their lifestyle changes or they face changing physical capabilities establishes the
stability of a neighborhood. All of these factors contribute to creating a sustainable
neighborhood.

Sustainable neighborhoods are important areas where housing affordable to all income
levels can and should be located. Sustainability of a neighborhood also relates to the
impact the neighborhood has on the environment. Incorporation of sustainable
development practices into the design, construction, and maintenance of the
neighborhood can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce pollution, reduce the use
of natural resources, reduce energy and other maintenance costs, and enhance
property values.

RP-201 ((In-itspolicies-andregulations;)) King County shall ((striveto)) promote

sustainable, healthy, thriving, and equitable neighborhoods and

communities. ((King-€ounty shall-seek-to-ensure-thatthe benefits-and
impacts—of-the—county’s-activities-are—equitablydistributed-among-alt
segments—of —the—population:)) King County shall ensure that the

benefits and impacts of County actions support this vision.

B. Preserving and Maintaining Open Space and
Natural Resource Lands
The people of King County have long recognized that open space ((fands—are)) i

essential to what makes this county unique. ((Since—the—inceptionof-theCountywide

Ptanning—Potictes,—p))Preserving open space, including enhancing working resource
lands such as farmlands and forests, ((hasteen)) continues to be a priority of the County

and ((its=39)) the cities, as reflected in the Countywide Planning Policies. It is also a
cornerstone of the Growth Management Act.

The Growth Management Act requires the County and ((its)) the cities in King County to
form linkages between and within population centers with lands useful for recreation,
trails, wildlife habitat, and connection of critical areas. To fulfill that mandate, King
County operates a regional and local open space system consisting of parks, trails,
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natural areas, working resource lands, and flood hazard management lands. These
open spaces provide multiple benefits and functions, including visual variety and relief
from developed areas, protection of environmental and ecological processes, provision
of wildlife habitat, promotion of mental and physical health, and creation of
opportunities for outdoor recreation. However, preserving open space requires careful
planning and management to ensure compatibility and long-term viability of these
benefits and functions.

RP-202 King County shall pursue opportunities to preserve and maintain
remaining high-priority forest, agriculture, and other open space lands.

C. Directing Development Toward Existing
Communities

Beginning in the 1940s, a sprawling pattern of low-density development emerged in
King County. This sprawl resulted in the accelerated conversion of forests and farms to
subdivisions and made it increasingly expensive to provide water, schools, sewer
connections, streets, and other services. In addition, zoning codes tended to separate
the differing types of land uses, with jobs and stores in one location, homes in another,
and schools and parks in yet another.

The separate land uses were served by a roadway system of wide streets((;)) with
infrequent crosswalks, designed to accommodate cars, ((but)) not people. This pattern
did not support using transit, bicycling, or walking to meet daily transportation needs,
((thus)) leading to an overburdening of the roadway system and a loss of regional and
personal mobility. Low-density patterns that emerged relied on driving alone for many
trips, contributing to persistent air pollution problems and increasing greenhouse gas
emissions.

Reducing sprawl by focusing development into existing urban areas is one of the
statutory goals of the ((state’s)) Growth Management Act. To achieve that goal, in the
1990s, King County and the cities worked to ((steering)) steer growth to already
developed communities (both within urban areas and, at much smaller scales, in the
Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands, in a system of central places) with existing
infrastructure and services can result in (1) protecting the Rural Area((s)), (2) conserving
natural resources, and (3) providing more economical and equitable services and
facilities. Work to maintain those growth patterns and limit new sprawl from happening
continues today, as it is critical to supporting efficient and sustainable communities and
protecting rural character, the environment, and natural resources.
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RP-203 King County shall continue to ((support-thereduction—of)) limit sprawl

by focusing growth and future development in the Urban Growth Area,
consistent with adopted growth targets.

D. Providing a Variety of Transportation Choices

Transportation is critically important to King County and the surrounding region,
facilitating access to jobs, education, services, recreation, and housing. King County
plays a central role in the region's transportation sector, supporting a variety of
((motorized—and—rnonmotorized)) travel modes((;)) involving ground, air, and marine
transportation. The ((e))County has direct responsibility for (1) the unincorporated area
road network, (2) public transit services and facilities throughout the county, and (3)

operat|on of the ng County Internat|ona| Alrport ((amdH&yoperatiomrofpassenger-onty

The ability to access various transportation modes has a profound effect on quality of
life for ((this—county's)) county residents and the vitality of ((its)) the economy. The
((e))County’s transportation system must be designed, operated, and maintained in a
manner that (1) provides access to mobility options for a wide range of users, including
historically ((disadvantaged)) underinvested populations, (2) contributes to safe
communities, (3) reduces impacts on the county’s natural resources and environment,
and (4) fosters a vibrant community.

RP-204 King County shall continue to promote an efficient multimodal
transportation system that provides residents with a range of
transportation choices that respond to community needs and reduce
impacts on the natural environment.

E. Addressing Health, Equity, Displacement, and
Racial, Social, and Environmental Justice

Despite broad economic and social gains in society and ((in)) this country in recent
history, inequities exist and continue to persist for significant segments of the
population—particularly for ((communitlesof-cotor)) Black, Indigenous, or other People
of Color and people living ((impoverty)) with low or no incomes—across the continuum

of measures of social and economic health and wellbeing. In some cases, inequities are
worsening over time. King County is not immune to ((mationat-trends—and-statistics))
these inequalities, despite its location in the relatively prosperous Puget Sound area.

On average, Black, Indigenous, or other ((p))People of ((€))Color and ((peoptetiving—in
poverty)) households at or below 80 percent of area median income have ((fowertevets
of)) less access to quality education; are more likely to be unemployed or
underemployed; are more likely to pay too much of their income for housing costs and
other necessities; and are more likely to experience adverse health outcomes, such as
obesity, diabetes, or asthma, that can have the effect of reducing life expectancy. These
challenges affect specific communities and, in turn, the entire region, resulting in a
number of adverse socioeconomic consequences, including, for example, unfilled high-
skilled jobs, higher levels of homelessness, and higher health care costs.
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(P . . vy for £ .

Growth—ManagementAct—in 2610, King—County adopted—Ordinance—1+6948,~which
defimedand-estabtistred)) King County Code Chapter 2.10 establishes ((the—"Fairand

Just'principte-in-the-County's Strategic Plan—TFhis transformed-the-work-onequity-and
soctatjustice—from—aninitiativeto)) an integrated effort that intentionally applies ((this))
the "Fair and Just" principle to all work ((inorder)) to achieve equitable opportunities for
all people and communities. A key component of this ((ordimance-wasdefining)) work is
the "Determinants of Equity," which are the social, economic, geographic, political, and
physical environment conditions in which people in the county are born, grow, live,
work, and age that lead to a just and thriving society. Access to these determinants of
equity is necessary to have equity for all people regardless of race, class, gender, or
language spoken. Inequities are created when structural barriers exist that prevent
individuals and communities from accessing these conditions and reaching their full
potential.

((Figure: Determinants-of Equity))
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There is a clear relationship between the majority of the Determinants of Equity and the
long-range planning role of the King County Comprehensive Plan. Land use patterns
and transportation investments play key roles in making communities healthier_more
connected, and more equitable. Well-planned neighborhoods have features such as
connected street networks, nearby shopping, walking paths, and transit service. Access
to healthy and culturally relevant food and the protection of agricultural lands affect the
rate of obesity, food insecurity, and malnutrition. These amenities reduce dependence
on cars, increase opportunities to be physically active, decrease the likelihood ((toe))
of being overweight, improve air quality, ((and)) create opportunities for residents to

access jobs((;)) and services, and ((otherkeydestinations-that)) provide a path toward a
higher quality of life.

((Asmoted—previousty—t))The Comprehensive Plan plays multiple roles related to land

use planning - a countywide collaborative role in how growth is accommodated in the
county and region, and a local land use regulatory role for how growth occurs in
unincorporated areas. This dual role is important to recognize given the geographic
distribution of communities that are the focus of the County's ((E))equity and racial and
((S))social ((3))justice work.

King County is committed to working to reduce inequities and address concerns of
social justice by incorporating the values of the ((c))County's ((E))equity and racial and
((S)social ((3))justice work into the daily practice of developing policies and programs,
((meking)) informing funding decisions and delivering services. Further, King County
((wilt)) continues to identify and address the conditions at the root of disparities, engage
communities to have a strong voice in shaping their future, and raise and sustain the
visibility of ((E))equity and racial and ((S))social ((3))justice. The goal is to start by
focusing on prevention and addressing the fundamental causes of the inequities ((in
order)) to have a greater overall impact.

(tmorder—t))To achieve this, the County uses ((the—E))equity (())impact ((R))reviews
((Foot)) as a process to identify, evaluate, and communicate the potential equity impact -
both positive and negative - of a proposed policy, program, or service. The ((E))equity
(())impact ((R))review ((Foot)) process merges empirical (quantitative) data and
community engagement findings (qualitative data) to inform planning, decision-making,
and implementation of actions ((which)) that affect equity in King County. Quantitative
(B ))data are developed and complled through a number of efforts ((amdrpubtishred-na

these—sources—and-others—shoutd—be)) dlsaggregated when p055|b|e comblned with
qualitative data from communities, and analyzed carefully to ensure that equity impacts
are rigorously and holistically considered and advanced in the design and
implementation of a proposed action (plan, policy, and program development; service
delivery; operations modification; capital programs and projects((;)); etc.).
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RP-205 King County ((will)) shall, when implementing and evaluating its land
use policies, programs, investments, and practices, ((seektoreduce

health-inequities)) identify and proactively address issues of equity((;));
racial, social, and environmental justice; disparate health outcomes;

and displacement ((when—evaluating—and-implementing—itstand—use
policies; programs;-and-practices)).

. (Achievi . - Sustainabitity))

Enhancing  Natural Resources and the
Environment

King County can influence environmental sustainability through its land use and
transportation policies and plans, investments in capital projects and facilities, economic
development initiatives, and day-to-day operations. To be effective, sustainability
actions need to be taken at many scales: in_unincorporated land use regulations, in

coordination with neighboring local governments, and across county departments((;

RP-206 King County ((will)) shall protect, restore, and enhance its natural
resources and environment((;)) and encourage sustainable agriculture

and forestry((; reduce—climatepollution-and-preparefor-the—effectsof
climate—change;—including——consideration—of —the—inequities—and
" ities-that ? Hov-climate-ct ).

G. Preparing for and Responding to Climate
Change

Climate change is a paramount challenge with fundamental and far-reaching
consequences, a "threat multiplier" that exacerbates inequities and intensifies
natural hazards - such as flooding, landslides, wildfires, and extreme heat - that put
the County’s residents, economy, and environment at risk. The following principles
for climate action formalize the County’s commitment to lead on climate action,
while also integrating and highlighting principles that guide County climate action:

Act with urgency and intention;

Lead with racial justice and equity;

Respond to community needs and priorities;

Use and develop a comprehensive and data- and science-driven approach;
Seek systemic solutions;

Build partnerships;

Lead through local action;

Prioritize health and co-benefits; and

Be transparent and accountable.

RP-207 King County shall reduce greenhouse gas emissions, advance climate
equity, and prepare for and respond to climate change impacts.
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A)) . The Urban Growth Area

The Growth Management Act requires the ((e))County to designate an Urban Growth
Area where most growth and development forecasted for King County will be

accommodated. By designating an Urban Growth Area and focusing growth within it,
King County ((and-othercountiesinthestate-wilt)) can:

e Limit sprawl((ingdevetopment));
e Improve efficiencies and ((R))reduce costs of service provision ((by-encouraging

s)) Reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Urban Growth Area for King County is designated on the official Land Use Map

((adopted—with—this-Comprehensive—Ptan))_which is generally depicted at the end of
Chapter 1, Reqlonal Growth I\/Ianaqement Plannlnq (Fheoriginat-CountywidePlarming

The Urban Growth Area includes all cities within the county, including the Urban Growth
Area((s)) for Cities in the Rural Area, the cities' Potential ((a))Annexation ((a))Areas, and
other land within the unlncorporated part of the county characterized by urban- type

growth((
Bevetopments)) such as the Redmond Ridge, Redmond Rldqe East, and Trlloqv

nelghborhood east of Redmond ((See€hapter-3, Rurat-AreasandNatural Resource
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Planmingr))

The Urban Growth Area is where King County plans for and accommodates housing
needs for unincorporated King County, consistent with housing need allocations in the
Countywide Planning Policies; policies in Comprehensive Plan Chapter 4, Housing &
Human Services; and analysis in Appendix B, Housing Needs Assessment.

(F—YrbanCSommunities))

A critical challenge for King County ((and-itsresidents)) is to ((create)) encourage urban
communities that provide ((the-senseof ptaceand-therangeof choices peoptewant-for

mixed)) a_healthy, safe bullt environment for people from all backgrounds at all stages
of life, as well as accommodate housing affordable to all income levels. Components of
creating such a community include: cultivating a sense of place; responding to cultural
and economic needs; supporting access to affordable and healthy food and housing;
providing a broad range of amenities; and planning for a mix of land uses and greater
land density to shorten distances between housing, workplaces, transit, schools, and
recreation so people can choose to ((watk-orbicycte)) use active transportation to more
easily access ((to)) these destinations. The County can meet these goals through
periodic review and updates to its development regulations and functional and long-

range plans.

People are more likely to walk to their destination if the distance is less than one-half
mile ("walking distance") or to bicycle if the distance is less than three miles ("bicycling
distance"). Incorporating high comfort pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure for all ages
and abilities, especially sidewalks and bicycle paths that are separated from
((automobite)) vehicle traffic, can increase the safety and frequency of b|cyc|e
pedestnan and tran5|t tr|ps ((Heatthycc Titres =s-fc

U=201a)) U-101 In all urban unincorporated areas, King County shall consider
equity and racial and social justice in its planning, project development,
and service delivery approach.
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((U=161)) U-102 Development within the Urban Growth Area should create and
maintain safe, healthy, and diverse communities. These communities
should contain a range of affordable, healthy housing and employment
opportunities, as well as school and recreational facilities, and should
be designed to protect the natural environment and significant cultural
resources.

((U-101a)) U-103 The Urban Growth Area is considered long-term and can
only be amended consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies((;))
and the King County Comprehensive Plan ((policies)).

((U-102)) U-104 The Urban Growth Area ((designations)) shown on the official Land
Use Map includes enough land to provide the countywide capacity, as
required by the Growth Management Act, to accommodate
((residential)) housing affordable to all income levels((;)) and
commercial and institutional growth expected ((over—the—period
2006-2031)) between 2019 and 2044. These lands ((should)) include
only those lands that meet the following criteria:

a.l. Are characterized by urban development that can be
efficiently and cost effectively served by roads, water, sanitary
sewer and storm drainage, schools, and other urban governmental
services within the next 20 years;

(b)) 2. Do not extend beyond natural boundaries, such as
watersheds, ((which)) that impede provision of urban services;

((c2)) 3. Respect topographical features that form a natural edge,
such as rivers and ridge lines;

((d)) 4. Are sufficiently free of environmental constraints to be
able to support urban growth without major environmental
impacts, unless such areas are designated as an urban separator by
interlocal agreement between jurisdictions;

(?Are—mduded—wnhm—the—Beaf—ereek—Urban—Planned—Beveiopment

£)) 5 Are not Rural Area or Natural Resource Lands; and

6. Are not within the 100-year floodplain of any river or river segment
that has a mean annual flow of 1,000 or more cubic feet per
second, as determined by the Washington State Department of
Ecology, unless otherwise exempted under Chapter 36.70A
Revised Code of Washington; or

b. Are included within the Redmond Ridge, Redmond Ridge East, and
Trilogy neighborhoods.

((g=103)) U-105 Parcels that are split by the Urban Growth Area boundary ((line))
should be reviewed for possible redesignation to either all urban area
or all Rural Area or Natural Resource Lands taking into consideration:

a. Whether the parcel is split to recognize ((environmentally sensitive
features)) critical areas;

b. The parcel's geographic features;

c. Whether the parcel will be added to an adjoining city's Potential
Annexation Area; and

d. The requirements of interlocal agreements, or the requirements of
King County plans.
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U-104)) U-106 Rural area zoned properties that are currently a park immediately

adjacent to a city ((and-are-planned-or-designated-forpark-purposes-by
that—city)) may be redesignated to urban when the city has committed

to designate the property in perpetuity for park purposes ((in-aform

2))A.  Urban Growth Area Targets

The Growth Management Act requires the ((¢))County and ((its)) cities to plan for future
housmg and employment growth target ranges for each Jur|sd|ct|on (1994 —the

unincorporated-areatargets:)) Growth targets are adopted in the Counth|de Plannlnq

Policies for each city and unincorporated urban area in King County. The targets are
updated on timelines consistent with the state's 10-year comprehensive planning
periodic update schedule to incorporate current demographic data and to align with
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the current Regional Growth Strategy adopted in VISION. Jurisdictions must then reflect
the adopted targets in their local comprehensive plans.

Table 2-1, King County Jurisdiction Growth Targets 2019-2044, portrays the housing
and job growth targets for each jurisdiction as adopted in the Countywide Planning
Policies. Jurisdictions are categorized by the regional geographies in the Regional
Growth Strategy in VISION, which includes Metropolitan Cities, Core Cities, High-
Capacity Transit Communities, Cities and Towns, Urban Unincorporated Areas, and
Rural Areas.? These geographies reflect that different types of cities and
unincorporated areas will play distinct roles in the region’s future based on regional
centers, access to high-capacity transit, and future planning, and are therefore utilized in
the target setting process.

The table includes targets for Potential Annexation Areas with development capacity.
Portions of growth targets for Potential Annexation Areas will transfer into cities at the
time of annexation. Although they may be refined through future planning with affected
communities and adjacent cities, these urban unincorporated targets are intended to be
used as a guide for future planning of land uses and decisions on services and
infrastructure.

As detailed in Appendix D1, Growth Targets and the Urban Growth Area, urban
unincorporated King County has sufficient capacity to accommodate its allocated
growth targets. An approximate 128-housing unit capacity deficit exists for the Black
Diamond PAA housing target, despite abundant urban residential capacity in other
parts of urban unincorporated King County. This shortfall owes to differences between
the identified land supply and capacity in the 2021 Urban Growth Capacity Report, used
to proportionately allocate urban unincorporated growth to Potential Annexation Areas,
and the land supply and capacity of the land capacity analysis supporting the 2024 King
County Comprehensive Plan, outside of the Black Diamond PAA. The Urban Growth
Capacity Report-based capacity showed a greater amount of capacity in the Black
Diamond Potential Annexation Area relative to other Potential Annexation Areas, and
thus the area received a larger target. With the full accounting of zoned capacity in the
2024 land capacity analysis, the proportional balance across Potential Annexation Areas
shows less capacity concentrated in the Black Diamond Potential Annexation Area, and
other Potential Annexation Areas with higher proportions. King County continues to
work with the Growth Management Planning Council to reallocate targets within urban
unincorporated King County to address this deficit, in a manner consistent with
planning goals and the VISION 2050 Regional Growth Strategy.

Table 2-1: King County Jurisdiction Growth Targets 2019-2044

Net New Units and Jobs

Jurisdiction 2019-2044
Jobs Target

Metropolit s
Bellevue 35,000 70,000
Seattle 112,000 169,500
Metropolitan Cities Subtotal 147,000 239,500

2 While growth targets are not assigned to them, the Regional Growth Strategy’s Regional
Geographies also recognizes Natural Resource Lands, Indian Reservation Land, and Military
Installations.
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Jurisdiction

Bothell
Burien
Federal Way
Issaquah

Kent
Kirkland
Redmond
Renton
SeaTac
Tukwila

Core Cities Subtotal

High Capacity Transit Communities

and-19555)) 19881

Net New Units and Jobs

2019-2044 2019-2044
' Jobs Target

Housing Target

Gmawm ]

Auburn

12,000 19,520
5.800 2.500
7,500 4,770
11,260 20,460
3.500 7,950
10,200 32,000
13.200 26,490
20,000 24,000
17.000 31.780
5,900 14,810
6,500 15,890
112,860 207,170

Des Moines

Federal Way PAA*

Kenmore

Lake Forest Park

Mercer Island

Newcastle

North Highline PAA*

Renton PAA* - East Renton
Renton PAA* - Fairwood
Renton PAA* - Skyway-West Hill

Shoreline

Woodinville

High Capacity Transit Communities

Subtotal

3.800 2,380
1.020 720
3.070 3.200
870 550
1.239 1.300
1.480 200
1.420 1.220
170 0

840 100
670 600
13,330 10,000
2,033 2.000
29,942 25,570

Algona
Beaux Arts

Black Diamond

Carnation

Clyde Hill
Covington

Duvall
Enumclaw

Hunts Point

Maple Valley

170 325
1 0
2,900 680
799 450
10 10
4,310 4,496
890 290
1,057 989
1 0
1,720 1,570
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Net New Units and Jobs

Jurisdiction 2019-2044
Ho g Target Jobs Target

Medina 19 0
Milton 50 200
Normandy Park 153 35
North Bend 1,748 2,218
Pacific 135 75
Sammamish 2,100 728
Skykomish 10 0
Snoqualmie 1.500 4,425
Yarrow Point 10 0
Cities and Towns Subtotal 17,583 17,891
Urban Unincorporated
Auburn PAA* 12 0
Bellevue PAA* 17 0
Black Diamond PAA* 328 0
Issaquah PAA* 35 0
Kent PAA* 3 300
Newcastle PAA* 1 Q
Pacific PAA* 134 0
Redmond PAA* 120 0
Sammamish PAA* 194 0
Unaffiliated Urban Unincorporated 448 400
Urban Unincorporated Subtotal 1.292 700
Urban Growth Area Total 308,677 490,831

*PAA means Potential Annexation Area

((U=1066)) U-107 Most population and employment growth should locate in the
contiguous Urban Growth Area in western King County((—espeﬂaﬂy—m
cities—and-their Potential Annexation-Areas)). Cities in the Rural Area
should accommodate growth in accordance with adopted growth
targets.

((U=114)) U-108 ((kand—use—policies—and—regulations)) King County shall

accommodate ((a)) assigned urban unincorporated area growth targets

of ((approximately-11;140)) 5,412 housing units and ((approximately
6;810)) 3,340 jobs by ((2031)) 2044, ((established-in—the€Countywide
PlanningPoliciesfor-theunincorporated-portionof the UrbanGrowth

Area)) and provide for housing needs for all incomes. The growth
targets should be monitored and further refined over the planning

period.

Urban Communities - Page 2-8



((2616)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updated-December6;20622)) Adopted
December 10, 2024

Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,-as-amended-by Ordinances18623,-18810,-19634,-19146;
and-19555)) 19881

((U=115)) U-109 King County shall provide adequate land capacity ((forresidential))
to accommodate housing affordable to all incomes, commercial,

industrial, and other non(())residential growth in the wurban
unincorporated area consistent with ((-—Asrequired-under)) the Growth
Management Act.((;—this—tand—capacity—shall—be—calculated—on—a
countywidebasis-and-shall-include-both-redevelopment-opportunities

((*As-amended-by-Ordinance17687-))
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Eity#Subarea Target Farget Farget Target
NetNewUnits | NetNewUnits | NetNewdobs | NetNewJobs

—Redmond +6;260 646 23,666 =

—Renton 4835 3895 29,660 470

—Seatac 5,866 25,366

—Tukwita 4856 56 17,556 [}

Total 79495 176;590

targer-Cities

—ssaquah 5756 +o 26,660

—¥Kenmore 3566 3,666

—Mapte-Vattey** +866 +066 2,066

—Mercertstand 2,006 +666

Totat 28;230 42,800

Smalt citi

—Atgona 196 216

—BeauxArts 3 3

——Carnation 336 370

—ClydeHitt +0 =

—DBuvatt +Ho 846

—Enumclaw +425 735

—HuntsPoint + =

—takeForestPark 475 216

—Medina 19 =

—Mhitton 56 26 +66

—Newcastte 1266 735

—NormandyPark 126 65

—NorthBend 665 +656

—Pacifie 285 35 376

—Skykomish +0 =

—YarrowPoint +4 =

Totatl 10;922 8;168
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Eity#Subarea Target Target Farget Target
NetNewUnits | NetNewUnits | NetNewdobs | NetNewJobs
Urban-Unincorporated
Areas
—BearCreekUrban %10 3,580
PtarmedDev
UIILIdilllUd Ulbdll 6'5'6 %
Ynincorp:

King County’'s annexation efforts are ((particutarty)) important given the impacts of
historical patterns of annexation. Over time, higher tax revenue-generating areas -
retail, industrial, and commercial centers and more affluent residential neighborhoods -
have incorporated or annexed first, while lower income, ethnically diverse communities
remained unincorporated. Given the County’s limited taxing authority, promoting
annexation of these areas into cities, where a higher level of service can be provided, ((fs

thebest-way-toadvance—equity)) will foster more equitable and socially just outcomes

for residents in unincorporated urban areas. To provide access to opportunity,
unincorporated urban growth is prioritized in areas that are connected to the region’s
high-capacity transit system.

Although it is the policy of the County to support and promote annexation, its formal
ability to do so is extremely limited. State laws provide the cities, county residents, and
property owners with the authority to initiate the annexation process. A successful
annexation initiative depends on establishing a collaborative and ongoing dialogue
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between the three affected interest groups: residents, the County, and the affected city.

((However,King-€ounty-hasa-successtut-history of engaging-in-annexation-discussions

Much of the remaining urban unincorporated area is made up of geographically
isolated islands surrounded by cities or adjacent to the ((u))Urban ((g))Growth Area
boundary Because these areas are scattered across the county, the pI‘OVISIOh of local

The policies in this section are intended to guide the ((€))County's decision making on
annexation-related issues to ensure the needs of residents in the urban unincorporated
area are considered, the perspective of the future annexing city is considered, and that
a smooth transition from ((€))County to city government occurs.

((J=201)) U-110 ((in—order—t))To meet the Growth Management Act and ((the
reglonaﬂy—adopted)) Countywide Planning Policies goal of becommg a
regional service provider for all county residents and a local service
provider in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, King County
shall encourage annexation of the remaining urban unincorporated
area. The ((c))County may also act as a contract service provider where
mutually beneficial.

((J-202)) U-111 To help create an environment that is supportive of annexations,
King County shall work with cities and with neighborhood groups, local
business organizations, public service providers, and other
((stakeholders)) affected parties on annexation-related activities to
move the remaining urban islands towards annexation by the city most
appropriate to serve it. King County ((will)) shall also seek changes at
the state level that would facilitate annexation of urban unincorporated
areas.

((J-202a)) U-112 The County should seek state legislative authority to impose taxes
in unincorporated urban areas consistent with the taxing authorities
and rates of cities, and seek to impose rates consistent with ((the—city))
cities to improve service delivery and infrastructure levels.
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((U=203)) U-113 The Potential Annexation Areas Map adopted ((bythe—Growth
ManagementPlanning—€ouncil)) in the Countywide Planning Policies
illustrates city-designated ((p))Potential ((a))Annexation ((a))Areas
(((PAAs);))._This may include contested areas (where more than one city
claims a ((PAA)) Potential Annexation Area), and those few areas that
are unclaimed by any city. For contested areas, the ((c))County should
attempt to help resolve the matter, or to enter into an interlocal
agreement with each city for the purpose of bringing the question of
annexation before voters. For unclaimed areas, King County should
work with adjacent cities and service providers to develop a mutually
agreeable strategy and timeframe for annexation. ((For-areas-affiliated
with—a—city for-annexation, King—€ountyshould—proactively support

annexations:

U=204)) U-114 King County shall support annexation proposals that are consistent
with the Countywide Planning Policies and the Washington State
Growth Management Act, when the area proposed for annexation is
wholly within the annexing city's officially adopted ((PAA)) Potential
Annexation Area, and when the area is not part of a contested area.

((J=265)) U-115 King County shall not support annexation proposals that would:

a. Resultinillogical service areas;

b. Create unincorporated islands, unless the annexation is preceded
by an interlocal agreement in which the city agrees to pursue
annexation of the remaining island area in a timely manner;

c. Focus solely on areas that would provide a distinct economic gain
for the annexing city at the exclusion of other proximate areas that
should logically be included;

d. Move designated Agricultural and/or Forest Production District
lands into the Urban Growth Area, except as allowed in Policies R-
760, R-671, and R-762a; or

e. Apply zoning to maintain or create permanent, low-density
residential areas, unless such areas are part of an urban separator
or are environmentally constrained, rendering higher densities
inappropriate.

((U-206)) U-116 King County shall favor annexation over incorporation as the
preferred method of governance transition. King County ((will)) shall
not support incorporations when the proposed incorporation ((area)) is
financially infeasible.

((U=267)) U-117 King County shall work with cities to develop pre-annexation or
annexation interlocal agreements to address the transition of services
from the ((c))County to the annexing cities. The development of such
agreements should include a public outreach process to include but not
be limited to residents and property owners in the Potential
Annexation Areas, as well as residents and property owners in the
surrounding areas. Such agreements may address a range of
considerations, including but not limited to:

a. Establishing a financing partnership between the ((c))County, city,
and other service providers to address needed infrastructure;

b. Providing reciprocal notification of development proposals in
Potential Annexation Areas, and opportunities to identify and/or
provide mitigation associated with such development;

c. Supporting the city’'s desire, to the extent possible, to be the
designated sewer or water service provider within the Potential
Annexation Area, where this can be done without harm to the
integrity of existing systems and without significantly increasing
rates;
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d. Assessing the feasibility and/or desirability of reverse contracting
in order for the city to provide local services on the ((c))County’s
behalf prior to annexation, as well as the feasibility and/or
desirability of the ((c))County continuing to provide some local
services on a contract basis after annexation;

e. Exploring the feasibility of modifying development, concurrency,
and infrastructure design standards prior to annexation, when a
specific and aggressive annexation timeline is being pursued;

f. Assessing which ((c))County-owned properties and facilities should
be transferred to city control, and the conditions under which such
transfers should take place;

g. Transitioning ((c))County employees to city employment where
appropriate;

h. Ensuring that land use plans for the annexation area are consistent
with the Countywide Planning Policies with respect to: planning for
urban densities and efficient land use patterns; provision of urban
services, affordable housing, and transportation; the protection of
critical areas; and the long-term protection of urban separators;

i. Continuing equivalent protection of cultural resources, and county
landmarks and historic resources listed on the King County Historic
Resource Inventory;

jo- Maintaining existing equestrian facilities and establishing
equestrian linkages; and

k. Establishing a timeline for service transitions and for the
annexation.

(s . . " . .
g, County witi-exptore new onto.s o attiate u F.CO poratect urba a_eas it

U-208)) U-118 King County should engage in joint planning processes for the
urban unincorporated areas with the area’s designated annexation city.
Alternatively, upon a commitment from the city to annex through an
interlocal agreement, King County ((wilt)) shall engage in joint planning
processes for the urban unincorporated areas in tandem with the
annexing city. Such planning may consider land use tools such as:

a. ((traditional—s))Subarea plans((;—subarea—studies)) or area
((rezoning)) zoning and land use studies;

b. ((a))Allowing additional commercial and high-density residential
development through the application of new zoning;

c. Transfers of Development Rights that add units to new
development projects; and

d. ((a))Application of collaborative and innovative development
approaches, such as design standards.

((King—€ounty—will-work-through—the—Growth—ManagementPlanning
p ral A P I! I . g. L

R-511)) U-119 Within Potential Annexation Areas of Cities in the Rural Area, ((the
following-uses)) residential development at a density of one home per
five acres or less shall be ((permitted)) allowed until the area annexes
to the city((:

i f ing: y f
b—N id ‘IISI gl al tind al
determined-throughprevious subareaplans)).

Urban Communities - Page 2-14



((2616)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updated-December6;20622)) Adopted
December 10, 2024

Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,-as-amended-by Ordinances18623,-18810,-19634,-19146;
and-19555)) 19881

() Il. Growth in ((Yrban)) Centers and
the Promotion of Public Health for All

(« . ; . " ;
b yama ) ammg 9 :
of-houstngand-emptoyment:)) Focusing growth into centers helps achieve the goals of

a sustainable and equitable community. ((Howeverinitsunincorporatedurbanares;))
King County has a ((smaft)) number of smaller-scale ((urban)) centers, which includes

((am)) unincorporated activity centers, community business centers, and neighborhood
business centers. These are represented on the ((Urban)) Countywide and Local
Centers map at the end of this chapter.

Communities that feature a variety of land uses; access to healthy, affordable foods;
higher housing density; sidewalks; bicycle infrastructure; and street connections to
nearby services promote health and quality of life. Urban areas that are interesting and
safe for pedestrians and bicyclists, and that provide many necessary services close to
residential developments, can promote public health by increasing opportunities for

physical activity during daily activities. ((?oba—cco—remams the—?eadmg—cause—of—deaﬂﬁ—fw

While creating communities that have a positive effect on public health, the ((€))County
is also ((creating)) supporting the creation of communities that will have a positive effect

on climate change. When people replace their ((auto)) vehicle trips with transit, walking,
or biking, they are improving their health and reducing their carbon footprint at the
same time. Communities that have integrated street networks, a mix of uses, and
residential densities supportive of public transportation can reduce vehicle miles
traveled because ((auto)) vehicle trips are being replaced with more walking, biking,
and transit use.

((U=167)) U-201 King County should support ((land—use—and-zoning)) actions that
promote public health ((

by-increasing-opportunities for-every resident

tobe more physicallyactive)); address racially and geographically
disparate health outcomes; support safe and convenient daily physical
activity and social connectivity; protect from exposure to harmful
substances and environments; and increase access to opportunities((:
tand-use-and-zoning-actions-include)), through actions such as:
a. ((c))Concentrating growth, infrastructure, and services into the

Urban Growth Area;
b. ((p))Promoting ((urban)) the development of countywide and local

centers;
c. _((a))Allowing mixed-use developments;
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d. ((s))Supporting access to healthy, affordable retail foods; ((and))
e. ((a))Adding pedestrian and bicycle facilities and connections; and
f. _ Prioritizing affordable housing in high opportunity areas.

((U-154)) U-202 ((Design—features—of —unincorporated—activity —centers)) New
development in centers should include the following:

a. Safe and attractive walkways, trails, and bicycle facilities for all

ages and abilities with access to ((each)) major destinations,

including schools, community ((centers)) facilities, and commercial

areas;

b. Buildings close to sidewalks ((to—promote—walking—and-access—to
transit));

c. Compact design with close grouping of compatible uses;

d. Off-street structured parking ((inmultistorystructures)) located to
the side or rear of buildings or underground;

e. Publicart;

f. Public spaces, such as plazas and building atriums;

g. Retention of attractive natural features, historic buildings, and
established character;

h. Aesthetic design and compatibility with adjacent uses through

setbacks, building orientation, and landscaping ((and—traffic
control));

i.  Screening of unsightly views, such as heavy machinery, outdoor
storage areas, loading docks, and parking areas from ((the—view
of)) adjacent uses and from arterials; ((and))

IR Signs ((should—beregulated—toreduce)) that contribute to the
character of the center while minimizing glare and other adverse
visual impacts on nearby residences;((;—without—timiting—their

ial ibuti h ; ‘ol P )

k. Low-impact design features; and
I Recreation space such as pocket parks.

((U-108—King-County should support the-developmentof rban-€Centers tomeet
; . . is—for-housing—jobs. ices—cul y .
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U-111)) U-203 Development standards for urban areas should emphasize ways to
allow maximum ((permitted)) densities and uses of urban land while
not compromising the function of critical ((environmental)) areas.

((Mmgatmg—measuresshouid-sewemﬂtrple—purposersuchatdfamage

s))Standards should be simple and measurable, so they can be
implemented without lengthy review processes.

((U-132a)) U-204 King County shall allow and support the development of
((innovative)) community gardens and urban agriculture throughout
((thepublicrealm-of)) residential and commercial areas.

U-205 King County should explore ways to encourage property owners to

develop vacant and abandoned property.

While there are many benefits of focusing growth into centers, one impact of climate
change is a greater likelihood ((that-the—frequencyofhazardous)) of extreme heat in
urban heat islands ((imurban—areas—wit—increase)). The term "heat island” refers to
((urbar)) areas where air and surface temperatures ((that)) are higher than the nearby
Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands due to development. Heat islands form as
cities replace natural land cover with pavement, buildings, and other built infrastructure.
Heat islands exacerbate heat-related illnesses, such as heat exhaustion or heat stroke.
Dense urban areas with a lot of paved surfaces and limited shade can be up to 20°F
hotter during extreme heat events, when compared to areas with more trees and less
pavement. The higher the temperature, the higher the likelihood people will suffer from
heat-related illnesses and not be able to cool themselves sufficiently. Homes without air
conditioning in urban heat islands may also be more prone to overheating, further
exacerbating residents’ risk of heat-related illness. The heat island effect can be
reduced by requiring cool roofs, cool pavements, tree canopy, and other vegetation.

U-112)) U-206 King County ((will)) shall work with cities, communities, residents,
and developers to ((design—communities—and—development—projects
that)) employ green infrastructure and other ((techniques)) approaches
that help reduce heat islands ((throughout-the—community—and-the

region)) and the health effects of extreme heat on residents,
particularly in frontline communities and historically underserved
neighborhoods with less tree canopy and open space.

oge

aspectoftheoverattheatthofthestudent:)) The enwronment surrounding a school and
the routes a typical student travels to school or nearby school-related destinations ((atso

mustbe—considered,—inctuding)) can affect health outcomes of youths. Strategies to

improve these factors include managing density of retail uses that primarily sell alcohol,
tobacco ((and-marijuana)),_cannabis, and low-nutrition products; enhancing green space
sites; creating safe areas to walk and bicycle to school; providing for transit and related
facilities; and((;)) reducing exposure to environmental toxins and other types of unsafe
environments,
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((U=113)) U-207 King County shall promote children’s health by encouraging and
supporting land uses in the environment surrounding a school and on
travel routes to schools that complement and strengthen other formal
programs, such as Safe Routes to School.

() A.  Unincorporated Activity Centers

Unincorporated activity centers are the primary locations for commercial and industrial
development in urban unincorporated King County. White Center and Skyway are the
only designated unincorporated activity centers. Both meet the criteria for countywide
centers designation and are designated as High-Capacity Transit Communities in
VISION. King County intends to apply for countywide center designation for both

commumtles followmq adoptlon of the 2024 Comprehenswe Plan (FheNorthHightine

U-151)) U-208 Within unincorporated activity centers, the following zoning is
appropriate: Urban Residential, with a density of ((twelve)) 12 to
((forty-eight)) 48 dwelling units per acre; Community Business;
Neighborhood Business; Office; and Industrial.

((U=150)) U-2092 Unincorporated activity centers ((in—urban—areas)) should provide
employment, housing, shopping, services, and ((leisure-time)) other
amenities to meet the needs of the local economy. The mix of uses may
include:

Health, human service, and public safety facilities;

Retail stores and services;

Professional offices;

Business/office parks;

((Multifamily)) Multiunit housing and mixed-use developments;

Heavy commercial and industrial uses, when there is direct freeway

or rail access;

Light manufacturing;

Parks and open space; and

i. Farmers Markets.

P o0 T

‘Fa

((J=152)) U-210 King County may designate new unincorporated activity centers or
expand existing unincorporated activity centers only through a subarea
planning process that should address:

a. The relationship and role of the ((entire)) center to its surrounding
uses, including adjacent cities and other nearby centers;
b. Avanlabllnty of supporting public services;

e («

d:)) The need for additional commercial and industrial development
((es)) d. The size and boundaries of the center; and

((f) e. Zoning.

((J=153)) U-211 The size, uses, and boundaries of unincorporated activity centers
should ((-betonsrstentw:thﬂ:hffoﬂomng—cntena))

a. Be ((M))more than ((forty)) 40 acres in size, excluding land needed
for surface water management or protection of ((environmentally))
critical areas;

b. Include ((R))retail space based on the amount of residential
development planned for the surrounding area to provide for
community and local shopping needs; and
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c. Limit ((R))retail space ((shouldnot-exceed)) to a maximum of 60

acres and 600,000 square feet unless ((tt—lrserved—by—dtrect

freewayaccess—by)) located on a principal or minor arterial that
connects directly to a freeway and the retail space is well served by

transit.

((u- . . it iak e

2:))B.  Community Business Centers

Community business centers are primarily retail developments designed to serve a

moderately sized nearby market area ((of—150660—to—46,006—peopte—Community

sidentiatuses—and-shoutdpromotepedestriamand-bicycteaccess)). As shown on the
(Yrbam)) Counth|de and Local Centers map at the end of thls chapter, these centers
include Fairwood, Roxhill, Glendale, and Top Hat.

((U=159)) U-212 Community business centers in the urban areas should provide
primarily shopping and personal services for nearby residents. Offices
and ((multifamily —housing)) mixed-use development are also
encouraged. Industrial and heavy commercial uses should be
((excluded)) limited. Community business centers should include the
following mix of uses:

Retail stores and services;

Professional offices;

Community and human services;

((Multifamily)) Multiunit housing as part of a mixed-use

development, with higher residential densities ((of-atteast-12-units

)) near transit; and

e. Stands or small outlets that offer fresh, affordable fruit and produce

and locally produced value-added food products.

((U-160)) U-213 ((Designated—community —business—centers—are—shown—on—the
€omprehensive Plan—tand—Use—Map:)) Expansion of existing or
designation of new community business centers shall be ((permitted))
allowed only through a subarea plan or area zoning and land use study.

((Redevelopment—and—mfrﬂ—deve’ropment—of—exlstmg—commumty

onoTyo

U-161)) U-214 Within community business centers, the following zoning is
appropriate: Neighborhood Business, Community Business, and Office.

((U=162)) U-215 The specific size and boundaries of community business centers
should be ((consistent with-thecriteria listed below:)):

a. ((More—than)) Between 10 acres and ((up—to)) 40 acres in size,
excluding land needed for surface water management or
protection of ((environmentally)) critical areas;

b. Designed to provide shopping and services for a market
population of 15,000 to 40,000 people;
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c. Located one to three miles from an unincorporated activity center
or from another community business center. May be located less
than two miles from a neighborhood business center when it is
demonstrated the neighborhood business center will not be
adversely affected; and

d. ((Mustbe1))Located at the intersection of two principal or minor
arterials.

3))C. Neighborhood Business Centers

Neighborhood business centers are shopping areas offering convenience goods and
services to local residents. Neighborhood business centers are intended to be small
and compatible with adjacent residential areas and often are used on the way to
another destination (for example, a fuel stop before or after commuting). Sometimes
they consist of only one use or business. Neighborhood business centers should be
designed to promote pedestrian and bicycle access.

As shown on the ((bBrban)) Countywide and lLocal Centers map at the end of this
chapter, King County has seven of these centers, including Avondale Corner, Beverly
Park, Jovita, Lake Geneva, Martin Luther King Jr. Way((#)) between 60" Ave((=)) S and
64" Ave((z)) S, Rainier Ave((z)) S((#)) between S((z)) 114% St((=)) and S((=)) 117 St((z)), and
Spider Lake.

((U=164)) U-216 Neighborhood business centers in urban areas should include
primarily retail stores and offices designed to provide convenient
shopping and other services for nearby residents. Industrial and heavy
commercial uses should be ((excluded)) prohibited. Neighborhood
business centers should include the following mix of uses:

a. Retail stores and services;

b. Professional offices;

c. ((Multifamily)) Multiunit housing as part of a mixed-use
development ((with-residential-densitiesup—to—12units per-acre
when—convenient—to—aminor—arterial—Higher—densities—are
appropriate-when-thecenter-is-a-waltkable community,convenient

l . . I I . I II I l l ol)); and '

d. Farmers Markets.
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((U=165)) U-217 ((Designated neighborhoodbusiness—centers—are—shown—on—the
€omprehensive Plan—tand-UseMap:)) Expansion of existing or the
designation of new neighborhood business centers shall only be
((permitted)) allowed through a subarea plan or area zoning and land
use study. ((Redevelopment—and—infilldevelopment—of—existing
neighborhood-businesscentersis-encouraged:))

((U=166)) U-218 Within neighborhood business centers, the following zoning is
appropriate: Neighborhood Business and Office.

((U-167)) U-219 The specific size and boundaries of neighborhood business centers
should be ((consistent-with-thecriterialisted-below:)):

a. Ten acres or less in size, excluding land needed for surface water
management or protection of ((environmentally sensitive- features))
critical areas;

b. Designed to provide convenience shopping for a market
population of 8,000 to 15,000 people;

c. Located within walking distance of transit corridors or transit
activity centers; and

d. Located one to three miles from another neighborhood business
center.

(U-168—Pesign-feat ¢ neiahborhood-busi tersshould-includet

%)) D. Commercial Development Outside of
Centers

The Commercial Outside of Center ((t€6))) Land Use designation recognizes
commercial uses predating the adoption of the ((e))County's first Growth Management
Act mandated Comprehensive Plan. These isolated unincorporated urban areas ((were
and-remain)) are located outside a designated ((urban—centert{))unincorporated activity
center, community business center, or neighborhood business center((}—Fhe—€O

dvesrgﬂatrm‘\—rs_aho—appropﬁa‘te)) and serve as a tranS|t|ona| de5|gnat|on within certain

potential annexation areas. ((ir
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U-169)) U-220 Stand-alone commercial developments legally established outside
designated centers in the unincorporated urban area ((may)) should be
recognized with the ((€©)) Commercial Outside of Center designation
and appropriate commercial zoning, including any identified potential
zoning classification. An action to implement a potential zoning
classification shall not require ((a-detailed-subarea)) an area zoning and
land use study, if the current ((€©)) Commercial Outside of Center
designation is to remain unchanged. When ((moredetailed)) subarea
plans are prepared, these developments may be designated as centers
and allowed to grow if appropriate, or may be encouraged to
redevelop consistent with the residential density and design policies of
the Comprehensive Plan.

((U=170)) U-221 The ((€O)) Commercial Outside of Center designation ((may))
should be applied as a transitional designation in Potential Annexation
Areas identified in a signed memorandum of understanding between a
city and the ((c))County for areas with a mix of urban uses and zoning
((in—order)) to facilitate the joint planning effort directed by the
memorandum of understanding. Zoning to implement this transitional
designation should recognize the mix of existing and planned uses. No
zone changes to these properties to allow other nonresidential uses, or
zone changes to allow expansion of existing nonresidential uses onto
other properties, should occur unless or until a subarea plan or area
zoning and land use study ((with-the—city)) is completed in consultation
with the city.

U-148)) U-222 New commercial and office development shall locate in designated
unincorporated activity centers, community business centers, and
neighborhood business centers, and in areas designated commercial
outside of centers.
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((U-147)) U-223 Business((#)) and office park developments should be located in or

adjacent to an unincorporated activity center. They may serve as a
transition between office((#)) and retail areas and residential areas.
They should be designed to take advantage of on-site or nearby
structured parking and((for—bus)) transit service ((and—passenger
faciliti houtd—t ibl ith—th biecti PRI

U-149)) U-224 New facilities and businesses that draw from throughout the
region, such as large retail uses, large public assembly facilities, and
((institutions—of)) higher education institutions should locate in the
Urban Growth Area.

((6=)) E.  Industrial Development

Maintaining a strong industrial land supply is an important factor in maintaining the
county's economic base and providing family-wage jobs. The following policies assure
that industrial development is supported and is also compatible with adjacent land uses
while providing appropriate services for employees. In addition, King County is
committed to helping return contaminated sites to productive use.

((U=172)) U-225 Within the Urban Growth Area, ((but—outside—unincorporated
activity —centers;)) properties with existing industrial uses shall be

protected.

U-226 The ((c))County ((may)) should use tools such as special district overlays

to identify ((them)) existing industrial uses and address impacts for
property owners and residents of surrounding neighborhoods.

((U=173)) U-227 Industrial development should have direct access from arterials or
freeways. Access points should be combined and limited in number to
allow smooth traffic flow on arterials. Access through residential areas
should be avoided.

((U-174)) U-228 Small amounts of retail and service uses in industrial areas may be
allowed for convenience to employees and users.

((U=175)) U-229 King County, in collaboration with cities and the development
community, should ((create—andfund-a—process—to)) support clean up

and reclaim polluted industrial areas ((in—order)) to expand the land
available for industrial development.

(4:)) G. Mixed-Use Development

Mixed-use development combines higher density residential units with retail or office

uses in the same building or within an integrated development on the same lot. Quality

mixed-use developments can provide convenient shopping and services to both

residents of the development and those who live nearby. They can help to build a

sense of community, as neighboring merchants and residents get to know each other.
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(Mixed-use-i " . . : .
retait—typicatty —occupy—the—first—floor—and——residences—are—upstairs:)) Mixed-use
developments can help meet projected housing needs, promote public health, and
help provide mitigation for climate change by providing opportunities for people to

walk or bicycle to retail shopping and services((;such-asgrocery stores-with-freshfruits

[ 1

meats,—and—preserves)). It provides an opportunity to support ((disadvantaged))

historically underserved communities by clustering public services. If people can
replace some of their driving trips with walking, biking, or transit, then vehicle miles
traveled will decrease. Further, by placing shopping and services close to where
people live, even if some of the trips are made by ((auto)) vehicle, they will be shorter
than if the uses had been separated.

A food innovation district is an area of food-related activities supportive of healthy,
affordable local food. Food innovation districts may encompass food retail, anchor food
businesses, small food business incubation, food industry education and training,
markets and food hubs, urban agriculture, food programs and partnerships with urban
and rural food growers and cooperatives, and food aggregation and processing.

((U=129)) U-230 King County ((supports)) should allow mixed-use developments in
community and neighborhood business centers, unincorporated
activity centers, and in areas designated commercial outside of centers.

((U-130)) U-231 ((Design—features—of m))Mixed-use developments should ((include

thefollowing)) be designed to:
a. Integrate((ion—of-theretail-and/or—office)) uses ((andresidential
umts)) within the same bulldmg or ((onthesameparcel)) property
b. ((
accommodate)) Provide retail and office uses on the ground floor;

c. ((Off-street)) Place parking within, behind, or to the side of the

buildings((; or-enclosed-within-buildings)); and

d. ((Opportunities—to—have)) Provide safe, accessible pedestrian
connections and bicycle facilities ((within-the-development-and-to
adjacentresidential- developments)).

((J=131)) U-232 In a mixed-use development where residential and nonresidential
uses are proposed in separate structures and the residential uses are
proposed to be constructed prior to the nonresidential uses, permitting
and development reviews should be through a process that ensures an
integrated design.

((U=132)) U-233 In a mixed-use development, incentives such as increases in
residential density or floor area ratio should be used to encourage the
inclusion of well-designed and accessible public gathering spaces in
the site design.

((U-132b)) U-234 King County shall allow and support mixed-use food innovation
districts supportive of affordable, healthy local food.

(B:))H. Residential Land Use

chotcesforcountyresidents:)) The Comprehensive Plan proposes ways to develop

housing densities so that urban land is used more efficiently, homes are more
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affordable, more housing choices are available, and densities are adequate to support
effective and efficient transit services.

((U=118)) U-235 New residential development in the Urban Growth Area should
occur where facilities and services can be provided at the lowest public
cost and in a timely fashion. The Urban Growth Area ((should-have))
shall include zoning that provides for a variety of housing types, sizes,
and ((prices)) affordability levels, including ((mobile)) manufactured
home parks, ((multifamily-development)) apartments, middle housing,
townhouses, and small-lot((;)) single((-family)) detached residential
development.

((U-181)) U-236 ((Except—for—existing—Fully €Contained—€Community designations;
n))No new Urban Planned Developments or Fully Contained
Communities shall be designated or approved in King County.

1. Residential Densities

U-119)) U-237 King County shall seek to achieve ((throughfutureptanning-efforts;
overthe—next—ze—years—mthtdmg—coﬂaboratwe—eﬂons—mth—ahes—)) an
average zoning density of at least eight ((homes)) dwelling units per

acre in the ((Urban-Growth-Area)) urban unincorporated area. ((through
o of-densiti ” . At tensi "

II . . l- l Io ° o ) -ll I-III I -I f

U-123)) U-238 King County should apply minimum density requirements to all
unincorporated urban residential zones of four or more ((homes))
dwelling units per acre, except under limited circumstances such as
the:

a. Presence of significant physical constraints such as those noted in
((p))Policy U-((120))238, or

b. Implementation of standards applied to a property through a
property-specific development condition((;)) or special district

overlay((;orsubarea-study)).

((U=120)) U-2392 King County should apply the urban residential, low land use
designation in limited circumstances ((in-unincorporated-urban-areas in
order)) to protect((:)) floodplains, critical aquifer recharge areas, high
function wetlands and unstable slopes from degradation, and the link
these ((environmental-features)) critical areas have to a network of
open space, fish and wildlife habitat, and urban separators. The
residential density for this land ((so-designated)) should be maintained
at one unit per acre, and lands that are sending sites under the Transfer
of Development Rights Program may transfer density at a rate of at
least four units per acre.
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((U=121)) U-240 ((New mutltifamily housing—should-bebuilt-to)) King County shall

explore zoning regulations and provisions that increase housing
density and affordability that is compatible with the character and scale

((and—design)) of the existing communities((y—or—neighborhood)),
((while—contributing—to—an—area-wide—density—and)) with a focus on
development patterns that support((s)) freguent tran5|t and allow((s))

for a range of housing ch0|ces ((

sitesrather-than-onlargersites:))

U-241 King County shall allow for the development of single detached
residences through the splitting of a single residential lot into two
residential lots.

£9)) 2. Urban Separators ((and-thefFour-fo=-OneProgram))

The Countywide Planning Policies call for the ((¢))County and cities to implement urban
separators. Different from the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, these are
low-density areas within the Urban Growth Area that create open space corridors,
provide a visual contrast to continuous development, and reinforce the unique identities
of communities.  Urban separators can play a significant role in preserving
((envirommentatty)) critical areas and in providing habitat for fish and wildlife. They also
provide recreational benefits, such as parks and trails, and meet the Growth
Management Act's requirement for greenbelts and open space in the Urban Growth
Area. Urban Separators are ((mapped-onthetandtdse2668-map-in)) designated in the
Countywide Planning Policies and are shown in the Land Use Map at the end of Chapter
1, Regional Growth Management Planning.

((U=182)) U-242 Urban separators ((are—comdorrof—land—that—defme—commumty—or’ i i
rcioal identiti H ari ide visual breaks-in-t f
land Hint I I ithi I ide-the-Url
Growth—Area—'I'—hese—urban—corndors)) should include and link parks
and other lands that contain significant ((environmentally sensitive
features)) critical areas, provide fish and wildlife habitat or critical
resource protection, contain defining physical features, or contain
historic resources. The residential density for ((fand-so—designated))
urban separators should be maintained at one unit per acre, and lands
that are sending sites under the Transfer of Development Rights
Program may transfer density at a rate of at least four units per acre.

Urban Communities - Page 2-26



((2616)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updated-December6;20622)) Adopted
December 10, 2024

Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;,-as-amended-by Ordinances18623,-18810,-19634,-19146;
and-19555)) 19881

((U=183)) U-243 King County should ((actively pursue-designatingurban-separators
in—the—unincorporated-area—and)) work with the cities to establish and

maintain permanent urban separators within the incorporated area that
link with and enhance King County's urban separator corridors.

((U=184)) U-244 Designated urban separators should be preserved through park,
trail, and open space acquisitions; incentive programs such as the
Transfer of Development Rights Program; the Public Benefit Rating

System Program; and ((regulatory measures)) regulations.

3. Increases of Zoning Density

(White-ing-€ , T .
tmpacts—on—roads,—services—and—the—environment—are—discouraged:)) The following

policies will guide decisions on application of densities and proposed rezones.

((U=124)) U-245 Requests for increases in density of unincorporated urban
residential property zoned for one dwelling unit per acre shall be
considered unless the property meets the criteria for low land use
designation ((in)) as set forth in Policy U-((120))238.

((U=125)) U-246 King County should only support proposed zoning ((changes))
reclassifications to increase densuty within the urban unincorporated
((urban)) area when consistent with the ((King-County-Comprehensive
Plan)) Land Use Map and when the following conditions are ((present))
met:

a. ((Fhedevelopmentwillbe)) The proposed zoning reclassification is
compatible with the character and scale of the surrounding
neighborhood;

b. ((Urban—p))Public facilities and services are adequate((;)) and
consistent with adopted levels of service and meet ((Growth
Management—Act)) concurrency requirements((;—including—King
County transportation-concurrency standards));

c. The proposed ((densrty—change—er—not—mtrease—unﬂnhgated

)) zoning reclassification will

cause no net loss to critical areas; ((or))
d. The proposed zoning classification will not increase unmitigated
((adverse)) displacement impacts ((on)) to residents or businesses,

either on or adjacent to the site ((or-in-the-vicinity-of the proposed
development));
(k) e. The proposed ((density —increase—will—be)) zoning

reclassification is consistent with or contributes to achieving the

goals and policies of ((this)) the ((c))Comprehensive ((p))Plan((;and

subarea—plan—orsubarea—study—ﬁapphtable—or))i

((t))The ((development)) proposed zoning reclassification is within

((walking—distance)) one-quarter mile of transit corridors or transit

activity centers((e)) and retail and commercial activities, and is

accessible to parks and ((other)) recreation opportunities; and

((e=)) 9. An ((equity—impact)) analysis has been completed that
identifies all potential equity impacts and displacement risk to
residents or businesses located on or adjacent to the site proposed
for zoning reclassification:

[yl
o
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1. For ((area—zoningor)) zoning reclassifications initiated by the
County Executive, the analysis shall include, at a minimum,
((use—of the—County's Equity tmpact Review tool)) an_equity

impact review.
2. For zoning reclassifications not initiated by the County, a

community meeting shall be held that meets the requirements
of ((I-€-€:)) King County Code 20.20.035 prior to submittal of
the application. Notice of the community meeting should be
provided, at a minimum, in the top six languages other than

English ((identified-by the tiermap-oflimited-English-proficient
persons—mamtamed—by—the—ofﬁte—of—eqwty—and—soclal—justice
and—the—county—demographer)) spoken in that community. As

part of the zoning reclassification application, the applicant
shall provide a summary of the feedback provided at the
community meeting and a description of how that feedback
was incorporated into the proposal.

((U=126)) U-247 King County, when evaluating rezone requests, shall consult with
the city whose Potential Annexation Area includes the property under
review; if a pre-annexation agreement exists, King County shall work
with the city to ensure compatibility with the city’s pre-annexation
zoning for the area. King County shall also notify special purpose
districts and local providers of urban utility services and should work
with these service providers on issues raised by the proposal.

U-127)) U-248 King County shall not support requests for residential density
increases or conversion of non((=))residential property to residential
uses on lands located within the outer boundaries of the Federal
Aviation Administration approved Noise Mitigation Boundary as
identified by Seattle-Tacoma International Airport and King County
International Airport.
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57)) 4. Urban Residential Neighborhood Design and
Infill/Redevelopment

((Kimg—Countyunincorporated—u))Urban unincorporated areas should be designed so

that residents enjoy them both for their unique character and for the amenities they
provide. These areas, through ((focat)) subarea planning processes and permitting and
design standards, should support development that is of the same quality as adjacent
cities.

The high level of amenities and development include outdoor spaces that are usable,
attractive, comfortable, and enjoyable. The design of urban streets, including features
such as parking strips, street trees, alleys, and off-street parking all contribute to the
character of urban neighborhoods. Careful site planning can incorporate
neighborhood features, contribute to aesthetic value, minimize site disturbance,
conserve energy, reduce urban heat, and, in some cases, reduce development costs.
Neighborhood shopping, grocery stores with fresh fruits and vegetables, libraries,

larger parks, and schools ((and-publicgotfcourses)) are examples of uses that provide

amenities for nearby residents.

Small retail establishments integrated into residential development ((fe-g=)) such as a
laundromat ((})) can provide convenient serwces and help residents reduce
((atrtomvobﬁe)) vehicle trlps (U - - . ateforpedestrians

ot : ; F 1
ana uu,yt,ll:L:, and—that [JIUVIU‘:' Many —ecessary —Services close—to—residentiat

U-133)) U-249 King County shall encourage((s)) affordable, innovative, quality

infill development and redevelopment in existing unincorporated

urban areas that considers the size and scale of existing buildings and

improves the overall character of existing communities. A variety of

regulatory, incentive, and program strategies ((could)) should be

considered, including:

a. Special development standards for infill sites;

b. Assembly and resale of sites to providers of affordable and healthy
housing;

c. ((Impactmitigationfeestructuresthatfavorinfill-developments;

d:)) Greater regulatory flexibility in allowing standards to be met using
innovative techniques;

((ex)) d. Coordination with incentive programs of cities affiliated to
annex the area;

((f) e. Green ((B))building techniques that create sustainable
development; and

((gn f. Joint public/private loan guarantee pools.

((U-134)) U-250 Single((-family)) detached ((homes)) residences, accessory dwelling
units, townhomes, duplexes, and ((apartments)) houseplexes shall be
allowed in all urban residential zones((; provided-that:
a—Apartments-shallnot be-a-inthe R-1-zone-unless 50%or moreof the

o . . " ined:-and
b-—Apartments—inR-1, R-4;, R-6—andR-8—shall notbe—developedat
tensities £48-uni et builtdabl ).
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((U=135)) U-251 Urban residential neighborhood design should preserve historic
structures, natural features, and neighborhood identity, while
accommodating housing affordable to all income levels and providing
privacy, community space, and safety and mobility for pedestrians and
bicyclists of all ages and abilities.

((U=136)) U-252 Site planning tools, such as clustering, shall be ((permitted—in
order)) allowed, to ((altlow)) accommodate preservation or utilization of
unique natural features or critical areas within a development.

U-138)) U-253 Residential developments should provide a variety of housing

types and lot patterns through ((lot—clustering;)) flexible setback
requirements and mixed attached and detached housing.

((U=139)) U-254 Nonresidential uses, such as schools, religious facilities, libraries,
and small-scale retail and personal services, should be integrated into

urban residential neighborhoods to support compact and walkable
communities ((to—create—viable—neighborhoods—with—reduced
dependence—on—the—automobile)). These uses should be sited,

designed, and scaled to be compatible with existing residential
character and should provide convenient and safe walking and
bicycling connections to neighboring residences.

((U-13%9a)) U-255 King County shall support ((
that)) increased access to affordable, healthy foods ((in
neighborhoods)).

((U=139b)) U-256 King County should allow the creation of local

improvement districts, where required to carry out important public
functions that are not otherwise able to be carried out by existing local
governments.

(Mokifami S . , . ,
Aattitamily residentiat-devetopment s important to~ King—County's—housing—supply
pecatse Tt uses fandand e 5'95 ethicrently ancprovides opportunities for attordabre
ental and-ownership ousing ”E.“a.ec.:’si t.;ce. echas one butiding that

U-140)) U-257 ((Multifamily residential)) Multiunit and mixed-use development

should provide common and private open space; variation in facades
and other building design features that may include varying window
treatments, building colors, and materials; and light fixtures that will
give a residential scale and identity to ((multifamily)) multiunit
development.
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5—Commerciat)) L. Site Improvement
Standards and Public Services

U-171)) U-258 The design and construction quality of development in
unincorporated urban areas should meet or exceed the quality in the
area’s designated annexation city. Residential, ((€))commercial, retail,
and industrial developments in the unincorporated urban area should
foster community, create enjoyable outdoor areas, and balance needs
of ((automobile)) vehicle movement with pedestrian and bicycle
mobility and safety. ((Eommercial-and-industrial-d))Developments shall
provide the following improvements, where appropriate:

a. Paved streets and alleys;

b. Sidewalks and internal walkways for all ages and abilities and
bicycle facilities ((inrcommercial-andretail-areas));

c. Adequate parking for employees, business patrons, and ((business
users)) residents;

d. Safe access to transit centers and frequent transit corridors;

e. Landscaping along or within streets, sidewalks, and parking areas
to provide an attractive appearance;

f.  Street lighting and street trees;

((e9)) g. Adequate stormwater control, including curbs, gutters, and
stormwater ((retention)) facilities;

() h. Public water supply;

((g=)) i. Public sewers;

((h?)) j. Controlled traffic access to arterials and intersections; and

() k. Where appropriate, ((in—commercial—areas;)) common

facilities, such as shared streets, walkways, and waste disposal and
recycling, with appropriate levels of landscaping.
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U-143)) U-259 Common facilities with appropriate levels of landscaping, such as
recreation space, internal walkways ((thatprovideconvenient-and-safe
inter—and-intra-connectivity)), roads, parking (including secure bicycle
parking), and solid waste and recycling areas, ((with-appropriateltevels
of —tandscaping)) should be included in ((multifamily)) multiunit
developments. Common ((A))areas ((of multifamily buildings-that-are

open-to-thepublic)) (such as common hallways and elevators) shall be
smoke-free and vapor-product free to the extent allowed by state and

local regulations to avoid exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke and
emissions from electronic smoking and vaping devices.

U-144)) U-260 New residential developments should provide recreation space,

community facilities, and neighborhood circulation for pedestrian and
bicyclist access to transit where they exist or are planned. Recreation
space shall be on-site and based on the size of the development((s
shall-beprovided-on-site)), except that in limited cases, fee payments
for local ((level)) park and outdoor recreation needs may be accepted
by King County.

U-146)) U-261 Recreation spaces located in residential developments in the Urban
Area should include amenities such as children’s play areas, play
equipment, open grassy areas, barbecues, benches, bicycle racks,
trails, and picnic tables.
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v : , ossibte public benefits inctude
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|.  Introduction

((

The "Rural Area History and Character," "Rural Area Geography," "Rural Densities and
Development," and "Rural Commercial Centers" ((S))sections ((t-through—V)) of this
chapter satisfy the Growth Management Act's mandatory rural element by designating
Rural Area lands ((imorder)) to limit development and prevent sprawl, by permitting
land uses that are supportive of and compatible with the rural character established in
the King County Countywide Planning Policies, and by providing for a variety of rural
densities. These sections also satisfy the mandatory land use element by indicating the
population densities that are appropriate for the Rural Area. The policies in these
sections also encourage natural resource-based industries and uses in the Rural Area as
required by the Growth Management Act.

The "Natural Resource Lands ((S))sectlon ((WH)) of this chapter satlsfles (Growth

the Revised Code of Washlngton 36 7OA17O requirement to de5|gnate Natural
Resource Lands; and the Revised Code of Washington 36.70A.080 optional
conservation element by conserving Natural Resource Lands.

Preserving rural King County plays a key role in ensuring a continuing variety of
landscapes, maintaining the diverse communities that often portray the county's rural
(fegacy)) history and character, and supporting the evolving rural economic
opportunities for the county and its residents. The rural landscape is characterized by
extensive forests and farm lands, free-flowing rivers and streams that provide
high-quality habitat for fish and wildlife, and a mixture of housing types along with small
commercial enterprises and business hubs. The Rural Area((s)) and rural-based
economies contribute to the range of choices and enhance the quality of life ((of)) for all

county residents. ((fhe-Growth-Mamagement-Act-and-theKing-County StrategicPtan
envistordifferenttandscapes,infrastructure,and-tevetof-servicesforurbarmand-—rurat
communities:)) King County is committed to sustaining rural economic clusters and
rural character.

Traditional rural economic activities have evolved over the decades as residents have
responded to changing markets and the expansion of urban areas. Large-scale,
commercial forestry and mining have been and continue to be the traditional land uses
in the eastern half of King County. Farming continues in the prime soils found in the
river valleys and on the Enumclaw Plateau. Although certain historically prevalent types
of agriculture such as hops farming have disappeared, and the number of dairy farms
has declined, today's farmers are exploring new crops, value-added products, and
creative direct marketing. County residents raise livestock, such as poultry, cattle,
sheep, ((Hamas,atpacas,and-buffato)) hogs, and goats. Equestrian activities, including
breeding, training, boarding, and recreation, have become a more significant part of
the rural economy. The types of businesses now locating in the Rural Towns and Rural
Neighborhood Commercial Centers and those being developed as home-based
businesses have also responded to these changes in the county, and in the commercial
market((-))place.

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-2
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. o . tatfumctions.))

Conserving the Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands in King County is integral to
providing diversity in lifestyle choices; sustaining farming((-tivestock;)) and forestry
economies; protecting environmental quality and wildlife habitat; providing recreation
opportunities; and maintaining a link to the county’s resource-based heritage.

2 n A | M
9. NUTdlI ATSa dllu \_,UIIIIIIUIIILIUD))

Throughout this chapter and elsewhere the Comprehensive Plan, references are made
to the "Rural Area" and to "Natural Resource Lands." This terminology aligns with two of
the three geographies delineated in the Growth Management Act: the Urban Growth
Area, the Rural Area, and Natural Resource Lands.

e The "Rural Area" (capitalized) is a geography that includes the Rural Area (ra) land
use designation and Rural Area (RA) zoning classifications. The Rural Area
geography also includes other zoning classifications and land use designations on
properties that are also located outside of the Urban Growth Area and Natural
Resource lands, such as Rural Towns and Rural Neighborhood Commercial
Centers.

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-3
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e |f only the Rural Area land use designation (ra) or Rural Area zoning (RA) are meant,
the words "land use designation" or "zone" (or equivalent term) will be included,

respectively.

e "Natural Resource Lands" (capitalized) are a separate geography from the Rural
Area and include lands of long-term commercial significance that are required to be
designated and protected under the Growth Management Act, such as Agricultural
Production Districts, Forest Production Districts, and Mineral lands.

e There are also other, non-designated resource lands (lower-case) that are not of
long-term commercial significance that occur in the Rural Area geography.

e The term "rural" (lower-case), such as in "rural character" or "rural history," can apply
to both the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands geographies.

Refer to the Glossary for more information about how these terms are used in the
Comprehensive Plan.

((Understanding—and—c))Conserving the unique characteristics of the Rural Area and
((eachofthecounty'sdistinctraral-commumities)) Natural Resource Lands will help King

County retain its rural character and ((it's)) its agricultural, forestry, and mining heritage.

King County’s Rural Area, including communities such as the Hobart Plateau, Vashon-
Maury Island, the Snoqualmie Valley, and the Enumclaw Plateau, ((are)) is characterized
by low-density residential development, farms, ranches, forests, watersheds crucial for
both fisheries and flood hazard management, mining areas, ((smalt—citlesand-towns;))
historic sites and buildings, archaeological sites, and regionally important recreation
areas. These rural uses complement and support the more extensive resource uses in
the ((destgrated)) Natural Resource Lands. The location of the Rural Area between the
Urban Growth Area and the ((designated)) Natural Resource Lands helps to protect
commercial agriculture and timber from incompatible uses.

Designation and conservation of the Rural Area supports and sustains rural communities
and rural character as valued parts of King County’s diversity. It also provides choices in
living environments; maintains a link to King County's heritage; allows farming((;
tivestock—uses;)) and forestry to continue; and helps protect environmental quality and
((sensitive—resources)) critical areas, such as groundwater recharge areas and
watersheds crucial for both fisheries and flood hazard management. Rural King County
also acts to enhance urban areas by providing ((a—safe—andretiabtetocat-food-source;))
nearby open spaces and parks for a variety of recreation and tourism opportunities,
((amd)) as well as educational opportunities to explore current and ((historic)) historical
agricultural and forestry practices.

(« : o , .
© purpose o the zo gad.aFdUSEdes.gat,cs the ’u.a”ea,St.OPMd.e

A D | |
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The growing, ((harvest)) harvesting, extraction, processing, and use of products from
((the)) Natural Resource Lands play an important role in King County's economy by
providing jobs and products for local use and export. Agricultural and forest lands also
provide scenic views, links to King County's cultural heritage, and environmental
benefits such as wildlife habitat, improvements in air and water quality, food security, a
climate-resilient ecosystem, and carbon sequestration. In large measure, King County's
quality of life is dependent upon the thoughtful planning and sound management of
these lands to ensure their long-term conservation and productive use.

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-4
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l. ((Rorat—#Area)) Rural History and
Character

A. Rural ((tegacy)) History and Communities

King County’s rural ((tegacy)) history and character is found in ((therich—historyof)) its
rural communities ((and—continues—today)), in the preservation of the county’s historic,
cultural, ecological, and archaeological sites, and ((to)) in its rich and varied forestry,
agricultural, and mining heritage. ((fhe)) Development of railroads played a significant
role in the ((historic)) historical growth and development of the county((;itstegacy)) that
is still seen in tourism opportunities in the Cities in the Rural Area such as Skykomish and
Snoqualmie. Historic barns and farmhouses are found throughout the agricultural areas
of the county. A few commercial-scale ((kumber)) sawmills influenced the development

of commumtles such as ((H‘re—RUfal—GOﬁ‘nﬂﬁercial—NergHaﬁHmd—eaﬁter—oﬂ) in Preston,

1990 and is now Dreserved as part of Preston Mill Park.

R-101 King County ((will)) shall continue to preserve and sustain its rural
((tegacy)) history, character, and communities through programs and
partnerships that support, preserve, and sustain its historic, cultural,
ecological, agricultural, forestry, and mining heritage through
collaboration with Indian tribes, local and regional preservation and
heritage programs, community groups, rural residents, and business
owners including forest and farm owners, ((rural-communities; towns;
and-—<¢))Cities in the Rural Area, and other interested ((stakeholders))

parties.

B. Rural Character

raratcharacter:)) King County is committed to protectmg rural character and recognizes
that each of its rural communities has distinct and unique characteristics. These
communities vary depending on settlement and economic history, geography, and

Rural Area((s)) and Natural Resource Lands - Page 3-5



((2616)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan - ((updated-December6;20622)) Adopted
December 10, 2024

Attachment A to Ordinance ((18427;-asamended-by Ordinances18623,18810, 19034, 19146,
and-19555)) 19881

distance from the urbanizing areas of the region. For example, residents of Vashon-
Maury Island, accessible ((onty)) mainly by ferry((;seaorair)), enjoy an island((*steisurety
and-scenic)) lifestyle with marine recreational activities. Residents of the hilly gorge
region around Black Diamond enjoy numerous recreational opportunities. There are
small communities throughout rural King County, such as Hobart and Cumberland, each
with its own unique history and lifestyle. Other communities with rich rural heritages,
such as Old Maple Valley, are in transition as development of land in and adjacent to the
areas is occurring. In the Snoqualmie Valley, farming is still the mainstay, while further
east, the Town of Skykomish has a significant railroad and forestry history.

Population growth in Puget Sound communities affects rural character everywhere in
the region. ((King—County-wasoncefirmlyrooted-imagricutture,forestryandmining:
Howeverw))With regional growth both the rural economy and the rural population are
changing, as are the expectations of some rural residents for ((c))County services. Some
residents are more accustomed to independent lifestyles focused around resource uses
such as farming((7dairying,keeping—oftivestock;)) or forestry. Other residents and
visitors can be surprised by the sights, sounds, and smells associated with rural living;
and can be accustomed to higher levels of service and facilities than are traditionally
provided in the Rural Area. One of the challenges facing the ((€))County is to provide
for a diversity of lifestyle choices while providing public services at rural levels. ((Asthe
X ;
Ty 9 SR e : ¢

lll. Rural (Bestgration)) Area Geography
A. ((Rurat-AreaDesignation—Criteria)) Designation

of the Rural Area Geography

The Rural Area ((destgnation)) in King County represents the multi-use nature of rural
lands, including working farms and forests, livestock uses, home-based businesses, and
housing. The sustainability and enhancement of these areas and their underlying
economic health is critical to the range of lifestyle choices available in King County. Itis
a fundamental objective of the King County Comprehensive Plan to maintain the
character of its designated Rural Area. The Growth Management Act specifies that the
rural _element of comprehensive plans include measures that apply to rural
development and protect the rural character of the area (Revised Code of Washington
36.70A.070). The Growth Management Act defines rural character as 