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Striking Amendment S1 Summary of Changes 
 

1. Removes the King County Flood Management Plan from the Shoreline Master 
Program.  

2. Adds a provision that the presence of a critical area on a site requires 
compliance with K.C.C. 21A.24 regardless of whether a critical area or buffer 
is shown on a notice on title or critical area map. 

3. Clarifies alteration conditions in the allowed alteration table. 
4. Clarifies requirements for instream structures. 
5. Adds alternative options for demonstrating proof of agricultural activities, 

including IRS form 1120, USDA form CCC-902e, and a combination of lease 
agreements, farm business plans or farm loans, and removes a deferred 
enrollment in the current use tax program option.  

6. Modifies the public comment process for adoption of the farm management 
plan public rule. 

7. Modifies criteria for public agency and utilities by replacing a requirement for 
meeting development standards with a requirement concerning the 
provision of services to the public and modifying a requirement that there be 
no other feasible location for the development proposal.   

8. Removes a critical area alteration exception provision for public schools in a 
Category II, III, and IV wetland. 

9. Modifies the definition of climate-adaptive plants to be native species or 
variants that are from western North American climates expected to be 
analogous to the Puget Sound region and that are predicted to survive under 
changing climate conditions. Removes Department of Natural Resources 
and Parks (DNRP) required identification, which is instead specified in 
Section 63 of the ordinance. 

10. Requires revegetation in critical areas and buffers to replicate the structure 
and functions of the historic native plant community and to prioritize 
vegetation native to King County. Allows the use of approved climate-
adaptive plants when survival of native plants is not expected or certain due 
to local climate impacts. 

11. Requires the DNRP to maintain a list of species approved for use as climate-
adaptive plants, with an initial list created by December 31, 2026. 
Establishes minimum criteria for the list, establishes a minimum process for 
adding or removing plant species in the list, requires consultation and 
comment from federally recognized Indian tribes, and requires a summary of 
comments. 

12. Requires risk of property damage or injury resulting from slope instability to 
be eliminated or minimized for steep slope hazard areas. 

13. Adds a provision for increased buffer or revegetation when wetland buffers 
are unvegetated, sparsely vegetated, or vegetated with invasive species that 
do not perform necessary buffer functions. 

14. Provides examples of when off-site mitigation may be approved. 
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15. Allows use of the credit-debit method as an alternative for calculating 
compensatory wetland mitigation and adopts Department of Ecology 
guidance documents for application of the credit-debit method.  

16. Removes a 1:1 minimum bank credit ratio for direct impacts to wetland 
buffer, and instead requiring the ratio to be consistent with an approved 
mitigation banking instrument. 

17. Clarifies that K.C.C. 21A.24.045, which concerns allowed alterations in 
critical areas, are not considered a “development standard” 

18. Updates plan dates, fixes technical or drafting errors, grammar. 
19. Clarifies that the King County Flood Management Plan referenced in code 

refers to the 2024 adopted plan. 
20. Without a livestock farm management plan: 

a. Deems fencing installed prior to this ordinance as being compliant 
with the requirements of this ordinance. 

b. Clarifies that alterations in a buffer or riparian area are only allowed in 
accordance with K.C.C. chapter 21A.24. 

c. Removes a definition for buffer maintenance, which included 
vegetation growing to its mature height and allowed grasses to be 
mowed.  

21. Reverts the fee structure for critical area designations to one fee, rather than 
3 fees based on site size.  

22. Updates the reporting requirements for channel migration mapping in a 2012 
KCCP workplan item from twice a year to once a year and requiring the 
executive to maintain online resources on channel migration mapping. 

23. Repeals the Patterson Creek Basin Citizens Advisory Committee. 
24. Repeals Section 15 and 16 of Ordinance 19820, which directs transmittal of 

the 2024 King County Flood Management Plan to the Department of Ecology 
and deferred effective date 14 days after Department of Ecology approval.  

25. Directs the Executive to update customer bulletins by February 13, 2026 for 
information related to this ordinance, by December 31, 2026 for application 
materials based on project or complexity, and to provide written notice to the 
Council. 

26. Establishes a delayed effective date of 61 days after the date of publication 
of notice of adoption. 

27. Adds a work plan item related to reviewing the County’s adopted SEPA 
categorical exemption thresholds. The work plan item directs the Executive 
to complete a report by June 30, 2028 that identifies the number of 
development types and housing units that would be exempt if the thresholds 
were raised, whether elements of the environment are adequately 
addressed, whether notice and comment opportunities would be available, 
how the County would provide adequate protections for cultural and historic 
resources, and what code or policy changes would be needed. 

 


