
 

 

 

 

CITIZENS’ ELECTIONS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (CEOC) 

May 20, 2025 Meeting | 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.   

King County Elections: 919 Southwest Grady Wy, Renton, WA 98057 

 

Members Present: Chair Eliseo Juárez, Vice Chair Christopher Hayes, Vice Chair Mathew Patrick 

Thomas, Hanna Floss, LeAnn Blanco, Kathy Sakahara, Stanley Tsao, Jason Lambacher, Mike Flood, 

Tyson Hartman and Stuart Holmes  

 

Absent: Carolyn Stevens, Julie Kang, and Hillary De La Cruz 

 

Guests: Julie Wise, Janice Case, Kylee Zabel, Kate Starbird, Stephen Prochaska and Cullen White 

  

Council Staff: Tania Mondaca, Jonathan Fowler, and Michael Stobie  

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order and Welcoming Remarks  

Chair Juárez called the meeting to order at 11:35 a.m. LeAnn Blanco was introduced as the new 

CEOC member serving as the Jurisdictional Representative. 

 

2. King County Elections Director’s Report and Welcoming Remarks  

Director Wise gave updates for King County Elections (KCE). In the April 2025 election the 

alternative verification system was piloted and approximately 10,000 voters used it to vote. It went 

well and the pilot can continue through the Spring 2028 elections. 

 

The Voter Education Fund was presented. The 2025-26 grant process received 24 multiyear and 9 

seed grant applications. Multiyear grants can receive up to $50,000 to do outreach. Seed grants can 

receive up to $10,000. Next step is to convene a review committee consisting of members of KCE 

staff and Seattle Foundation staff. 

 

3. University of Washington Center for an Informed Public (CIP)  

Dr. Starbird and Stephen Prochaska presented about the University of Washington Center for an 

Informed Public (CIP) and their process for evaluating election rumors. Rumors are not new and are 

common in elections. Team conducts rapid research on rumors to understand how they are spreading. 

It is important to make the distinction that rumors are not always misinformation. The 4 types of 

election rumors include false claims, rumors that could suppress vote, rumors that undermine trust in 

election process and/or results, and rumors that falsely claim election fraud. 

 

4. Washington Secretary of State Office Update on Election Cybersecurity Update     

Stuart Holmes and Kylee Zabel from the Secretary of State’s Office gave an election cybersecurity 

update. The 5 types of threats to elections are cyber security threats, physical security threats, 

misinformation/disinformation, and emerging threats (ex AI). Presenters gave a timeline of Federal 

changes related to EI-ISAC and CISA. On Mar 6th, DHS announced a $10M cut to CIS. WA State’s 

Elections strengths and challenges were reviewed. 

 



 

 

5. CEOC Recommendations to King County Election Discussion   

Staff recapped CEOC 2024 recommendations and Director Wise gave feedback with the following 

next steps for both recommendations. 

 

Recommendation 1, regarding adding HAVA information to the KCE website: Director Wise will 

follow up next meeting (to be added to the next CEOC agenda) for the feasibility and what could be 

published to the KCE website. 

 

Recommendation 2, regarding a KCE chartered committee of citizens and staff to advise on the 

education page of the voter pamphlet: Tabled until the September CEOC meeting. The CEOC best 

practices workgroup will review to ensure the recommendation meets with the needs and resources 

available in the current environment. 

 

6. Staff Updates  

Tania reminded members to regularly check their CEOC email.   

 

7. Good of the Order  

Chair Juárez announced he will be leaving his position as Chair. Staff will follow-up regarding next 

steps to appoint a temporary and permanent chair.   

 

8. Adjournment  

Chair Juárez adjourns meeting at 2:40 p.m. 


