CITIZENS’ ELECTIONS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (CEOQC)
Best Practices and Participation Workgroup Meeting
June 2,2025| 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. | Virtual Meeting

Members Present: Chair: Christopher Hays, Kathy Sakahara and Stanley Tsao
Absent: Leann Blanco, Hillary De La Cruz, Jason Lambacher, Mike Flood
Guests: René LeBeau and Kendall LeVan Hodson

Council Staff: Tania Mondaca, Micheal Stobie and Sophie Wolters

Meeting Minutes

1. Call to Order
Chair Hays called the meeting to order at approximately 12:05 pm.

2. May 5, 2025, Meeting Minute Approvals
Meeting minutes will be voted on in the July workgroup meeting.

3. Democracy Vouchers
Members received an overview from René LeBeau regarding the City of Seattle Democracy
Vouchers. The presentation explained how vouchers work and focused on funding updates,
voucher eligibility, candidate commitments, outreach and education activities, voucher
transparency and basic outcomes. Overall goal is to increase the number of people eligible to
become a candidate, become a political donor and support local campaigns. In general, city
donations and contributions to candidates has increased, and Seattle donors more closely
represent Seattle voters from all over the city.

Members asked questions concerning the difference in cost between voting by mail and
voting online, why the program was started, what problems they are trying to solve, and if
election participation has increased.

4. King County Election Mediums Used to Share Information
Members received an overview from Kendall LeVan Hodson regarding what mediums King
County Elections uses to share information to voters. The presentation focused on voter
packets, media partners and earned media, in-language content and advertising, targeted
campaigns, in-person outreach, sports teams and local business partners, and voter surveys.

Members asked questions concerning video presentations for other municipalities in the
region.

5. Revaluating the 2024 CEOC Recommendations to King County Elections
Members discussed and reevaluated their CEOC recommendations to King County Elections
regarding the voter pamphlet education pages.



Members discussed the possibility of creating a working group to be managed and led by
CEOC members who would get input from the community, instead of using King County
Election staff time. Staff was then asked to check in with legal about what sort of community
outreach is allowed by CEOC.

Time for further discussion will be added to the July workgroup meeting agenda.
Staff Updates

Mike Stobie is moving to a new position with King County. Sophie Wolters, a new summer
intern for the Local and Regional Affairs team, will be help staff CEOC.

. Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:11 pm.



