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DEFINITIONS (1/2) What’s in a name?

1. Solicitation: A competitive process to award money to qualified 
organizations to provide contracted goods and services on behalf of 
King County

Some different forms of a solicitation include:

a. Request for Proposals (RFP)

b. Request for Applications (RFA)

c. Request for Qualifications/Quotations (RFQ)

Internally, DCHS may refer to solicitations as “RFx”



DEFINITIONS (2/2) What’s in a name?

2. Contract: A legal document that defines the relationship and 
expectations between two parties

Some forms of a contract include:

a. Agreement

b. Letter of Agreement

c. Memorandum of Agreement

d. Memorandum of Understanding

e. Statement of Work



EVALUATION 
AND SCORING

Applications first go through administrative review to confirm 
eligibility and then are reviewed by a Review Panel made up of 
DCHS staff, subject matter experts, community members, etc.

The Review Panel meets to discuss the applications and scores. 
Discussion is focused on strengths, concerns, and areas of 
clarification in relation to the scoring criteria detailed in the 
solicitation document.

The Review Panel makes recommendations for award, which is 
presented to DCHS Decision Team. The Decision Team is made up 
of leadership from across DCHS and they make the final decision for 
what applications are awarded contracts.



EQUITY

The ultimate goal of DCHS is to 
lift up our communities through 
our strong partnerships with 
Community-Based Organizations 
to provide high quality services 
that help all King County 
residents to be healthy, happy, 
and connected to community.

Dismantling unfair systems 
requires intentional re-

design and advance 
planning.

Every choice made is an 
opportunity to intentionally 

reflect, generate options, 
and act on decisions that 
can impact racial equity 

and inclusion.

Minimum qualifications that 
are not limiting applicants 

too narrowly.

Scoring will yield the best 
results for the program.

Providing sufficient context, 
guidance, resources, and 

support for potential 
applicants.

Identifying and reducing 
applicant barriers.



WHERE TO FIND VSHSL SOLICITATIONS

VSHSL 
Website

DCHS Blog
VSHSL 

Newsletter 
(The Hub)

Sign up on the landing page
of VSHSL’s website!

https://kingcounty.gov/vshsl-funding
https://kingcounty.gov/vshsl-funding
https://dchsblog.com/


WHERE TO FIND DCHS SOLICITATIONS
https://kingcounty.gov/en/legacy/depts/community-human-services/contracts.aspx

https://kingcounty.gov/en/legacy/depts/community-human-services/contracts.aspx


Asking questions in an open solicitation

RFP Lead 
posts 

amendment 
with Q&A

RFP Lead 
researches 
question 

and 
responds

Applicant 
emails 

questions to  
RFP Lead

Confusion about any aspect of a 
solicitation? 



TYPICAL 
TIMELINE



BIDDER FEEDBACK 
SURVEY

What: DCHS collecting feedback on our solicitation 

processes 

Who: Anyone in the King County community who has 

applied to, or is interested in, a DCHS solicitation

When: You can respond to a survey after submitting a 

completed application or after deciding not to apply 

for a solicitation

Where: https://forms.office.com/g/qqFjrNhH9e

Why: Our intent is to collect the feedback and see where 

we are doing well and where we can improve. This 

includes responding to potential barriers and other 

concerns experienced by our bidding community and 

change our practices internally where possible to improve 

equitable access to funding.

How: Respond to the survey by including the name of the 

funding opportunity you are interested in or applied to in 

Question 1 of the survey

Responses to this survey are anonymous and will 
have no impact on your application

https://forms.office.com/g/qqFjrNhH9e


QUESTIONS
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