Federal funding reductions and new requirements, including cuts to Medicaid and supportive housing
services, are expected to put hundreds of thousands of Washingtonians at risk of losing coverage or
access to life-saving services. In response, King County is asking the state to act with urgency to protect
behavioral health care and permanent supportive housing. State action will help King County keep more
people healthy, safe, and housed.

1. Protect Access to Behavioral Health Care for people on Medicaid

Why it matters: Federal changes will make it harder for people—especially people with behavioral
health needs, low-income communities, immigrants, and people with disabilities—to keep their
Medicaid coverage.

Request:
« Invest to preserve access to care, including services that keep people stable and prevent crises.
- Strengthen community behavioral health provider agencies so they can stay open.
. Grow navigator programs to help people sign up for and keep Apple Health, Washington’s
Medicaid program.

2. Maintain State Funding for Behavioral Health and Crisis Response

Why it matters: King County already faces state funding shortfalls for crisis care services, including
recent reductions. Without stable state funding, people in crisis will likely lose access to care.

Request:
« Protect current funding levels to help maintain current services.
- Add resources where feasible to keep crisis response and community-based care available,
including for people without insurance.

3. Retain, Strengthen, and Grow the Behavioral Health Workforce

Why it matters: Community agencies cannot provide care without a robust workforce, and current
Medicaid rates do not cover the true cost of services.

Request:
« Continue funding to complete the behavioral health comparison rate study to inform fair future
payment levels for key services like counseling, residential treatment, and peer support.
- Help grow and diversify the behavioral health workforce through innovations like tuition
assistance, paid internships, and behavioral health teaching clinics.



4. Invest in Permanent Supportive Housing

Why it matters: Stable housing and behavioral health go hand in hand. Expected federal funding

cuts threaten permanent supportive housing programs, leaving people at risk of returning to
homelessness.

Request:

« Increase funding and flexibility for the state’s homelessness services funds, which support
permanent supportive housing operations, rental assistance, and supportive services.

. Maintain investments in mobile behavioral health teams that bring care directly to people in
supportive housing or experiencing homelessness who are in crisis.

5. Improve Access to Transportation for People in Crisis

Why it matters: Right now, King County residents in behavioral health crisis often cannot get safe,
timely transportation to the right facility. Ambulances may take them to overcrowded and
underequipped emergency rooms instead of behavioral health centers, further delaying care.

Request:

. Create a new “secure transport” model to safely move people in crisis without law enforcement.
« Require insurers to cover transportation costs to community behavioral health facilities, and

expand state reimbursement, even if someone is not ultimately held under the Involuntary
Treatment Act.

6. Expand Access to Medication for Opioid Recovery

Why it matters: Long-acting injectable buprenorphine is a life-saving medication that helps people
with opioid use disorder stay in recovery. Small clinics need state support to provide this care.

Request:

. Continue funding and allow small clinics to offer this medication to both Medicaid patients and
people without insurance.




