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Background
• MIDD is a countywide 0.1 percent sales tax that addresses 

substance use disorder and mental health conditions.
• Infuses approximately $100 million per year into the King County 

community behavioral health system.

• MIDD was originally passed in 2007, then renewed in 2016 and 
2025. The latest renewal expires on January 1, 2035.

• MIDD is currently governed by the MIDD 2 implementation plan until the 
end of 2027.

• A new implementation is needed to govern spending from 2028 
through 2034.

• The new IP is due to Council on July 1, 2026.



The process so far::

Behavioral 
Health 

Landscape 
Assessment

• Late 2023 through 
2024

Community 
Engagement

• Throughout 2024 and 
2025

External Subject 
Matter Experts

• April-July 2025

Internal analysis

• August-December 
2025

Collaboration 
with Executive’s 

Office & IP 
drafting

• January-May 2026

Pre-Decisional Policy Recommendations for Deliberative Purposes - Do Not Distribute



MIDD AC involvement in implementation 
planning included:
• Full MIDD AC participated in a community engagement listening 

sessions

• Several members participated on the strategy area subject 
matter expert workgroups

• MIDD AC provided feedback on the on the structure and purpose 
of the MIDD AC, how to best engage committee members, the 
behavioral health equity framework, and the strategy areas, 
goals, & allowable activities



Primary Purpose Draft

The Primary Purpose of King County’s behavioral health sales tax is to invest in the long
term availability, accessibility, and effectiveness of King County’s behavioral health system,
especially where people are falling through the cracks of existing systems. By focusing on
low-income residents with mental health and substance use conditions, particularly those
who are marginalized or experience intersectional inequities, MIDD invests where the need is 
greatest and where its dollars can make the most meaningful impact.

MIDD strengthens the broader behavioral health system by funding prevention,
treatment, and recovery services that are often unavailable, inaccessible, or insufficiently
supported through other funding streams. These investments help break cycles of
incarceration, hospitalization, homelessness, and crisis by ensuring people receive timely,
culturally responsive, and effective care.



In MIDD 3, sales tax revenues are strategically directed 
into five interconnected areas:

6

Investments will: Strategy Area

Enhance navigation and system coordination to ensure people receive timely, appropriate behavioral 
health services across all levels of care, and divert individuals from criminal-legal involvement to 
support long-term stability.

Care transitions and diversion 
services

Treat substance use disorders by providing effective, low-barrier services that address people’s 
holistic needs and support sustainable paths to long-term recovery.

Substance use disorder 
treatment and recovery

Decrease barriers to behavioral health services and increase access to culturally and linguistically 
responsive care.

Equitable access to behavioral 
health care

Address the youth behavioral health crisis by investing in developmentally tailored services and 
programs that meet youth where they are.

Child, youth, and young adult 
mental wellbeing

Strengthen and diversify the behavioral health workforce to meet growing community needs.Behavioral health workforce 
development



MIDD 3 Strategy Areas and Goals

Care 
Transitions & 

Diversion

1. Divert people from 
criminal-legal 

involvement and 
support successful 
community reentry. 

2. Help people with 
behavioral health 

conditions achieve and 
maintain stable 

housing.

3. Enhance navigation 
and system 

coordination so that 
people receive timely 

and appropriate 
behavioral health 

services across all 
levels of care.

Substance Use 
Disorder

1. Drive engagement 
with SUD care. 

2. Provide effective, 
low-barrier SUD 

treatment that meets 
people's holistic 

needs. 

3. Support paths to 
achieve and maintain 

recovery after 
treatment. 

Equitable 
Access

1. Provide behavioral health 
care for low-income people 

who are ineligible for 
Medicaid. 

2. Support the wellbeing of 
diverse communities by 

providing culturally 
responsive services and 

removing barriers to care.

Children, Youth, 
& Young Adults

1. Improve youth access to behavioral 
health care by providing services that 

are tailored to the unique needs of 
children and youth and meet young 

people where they are, at school and 
in community.

2. Provide behavioral health and 
therapeutic services to youth involved 
in the legal system, including diversion 
from deeper legal system involvement.

3. Invest in the behavioral health of youth who 
are marginalized or experience inequities.

Workforce

1. Strengthen and 
diversify the BH 

provider pipeline 

2. Advance and 
develop the skills of the 

current workforce to 
meet growing 

community needs. 



Reflecting on the MIDD AC’s feedback 
about the MIDD 3 Framework:
Breakout room conversations reflected:

• Specific and actionable feedback

• Ideas about/concerns related to the full King County behavioral health 
system

• Suggestions for the procurement phase

• Outstanding questions
• Procurement timelines



MIDD 3 Implementation Plan: Next Steps

• The Executive Office is currently reviewing the MIDD 3 implementation plan and 
framework.

• Committee hearings will take place after transmittal on July 1st.

• It will be dually referred to the Health, Housing, and Human Services 
committee and to the Regional Policy Committee. We anticipate that each 
committee will have at least two “touches” with it.

• Councilmembers always welcome constituent input during this part of the 
process.

• DCHS is working with the Executive Office on ways to communicate the 
implementation plan with the public/Council etc.



Questions/Comments
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