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King County

Department of Community and Human Services
Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division

BOARD FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Minutes

DAY/DATE: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2025
TIME: 3:30 - 5:30 P.M.
LOCATION: TUKWILA COMMUNITY CENTER, MEETING ROOM B

12424 42ND AVENUE S., TUKWILA

BOARD MEMBER ROLE CALL:
Joe Cunningham (joined in-person)
Laura Musso Escude (joined virtually)
Crystal Goodwin (joined virtually)

Molly McCoy (joined in-person)

CeCe Stovall (joined in-person)

EXCUSED:
Beth Bardeen
Devony Boyle
Brandon Graham

ABSENT:
Amanda Knott

IN-PERSON ATTENDEES:

Angie Bronson, Community Member

Hodan Mohamed, Washington Multicultural Services Link

Michaelle Monday, Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division (DDECSD)
Jim Ott, DDECSD

Holly Woo, DDECSD

JOINED VIA ZOOM:

Erin Baretich, American Sign Language Interpreter

Cat Braid, Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS),
Developmental Disabilities Community Services (DDCS)

Kristin Brown-Patrick, Community Member

Sarah Brusing, King County Women’s Advisory Board (WAB)

Nico Chua, DDECSD

Sheila Collins, DSHS/DDCS

Marjan Didra, WAB

Ayan Elmi, Washington Multicultural Services Link

Ashley Ewings, DDECSD
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JOINED VIA ZOOM - CONTINUED:
Katherine Festa, DDECSD

Taylor Gaston, WAB

Wen Harris, DDECSD

Jamie Lee, DDECSD

Louis Lok, DDECSD

Monique Patel, Community Member
Francisco Philbert, CART Interpreter

TJ Protho, DDECSD

Alyssa Ramseur, DDECSD

Sabra Quraishi, Community Member

Randy Salazar, ASL Interpreter

Nandita Sharma, WAB

Margaret-Lee Thompson, Community Member

WELCOME AND BOARD MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS

Board Chair Joe Cunningham called the hybrid meeting to order at 3:35 p.m. on Wednesday,
August 6, 2025. He opened with welcoming remarks and invited Board Members to introduce
themselves.

CHAIR’S REMARKS
Board Chair Joe Cunningham announced the following topics for Board awareness:

= August Board presentations;
= November Board meeting; and
= Board activities

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Board Chair Joe Cunningham called for a motion to approve the May 7, 2025, Board Meeting
Minutes. A motion was made, seconded, and the Minutes were approved as written.

PUBLIC INPUT AND CELEBRATIONS

Board Member Molly McCoy provided valuable feedback regarding the accessibility of the May King
County Developmental Disabilities and Delay Resource Fair, highlighting areas of success and
opportunities for improvement.

Board Member Laura Musco Escude encouraged attendees to share information about upcoming
community events and activities for inclusion in the Board newsletter. She also commended the
excellent accessibility features at Bothell Landing, emphasizing that it is an ideal location for
inclusive community gatherings.

Board Member CeCe Stovall invited community members to attend an upcoming event hosted by
the King County Interagency Coordinating Council and Early Support for Infants and Toddlers
program titled: “Play and Learn”. This event is designed for families with infants and toddlers who
may have developmental delays or disabilities, providing a supportive environment for early
learning and community connection.
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Event Details:

Date: Monday, August 11, 2025
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Gene Coulon Memorial Beach Park Shelters South 1 and 2

1201 Lake Washington Blvd. N.
Renton, WA 98056

Board Chair Joe Cunningham shared that he was able to attend the 40t annual Fathers Network
Campout held at Washington Park in Anacortes on June 13-15, 2025. This annual event celebrates
dads, their unique and wonderful children, and their families. They welcome all families who have
children with developmental disabilities or special healthcare needs.

Families are already looking forward to next year’s gathering. If you are interested in attending,
mark your calendars for Father’'s Day weekend 2026 and visit the Washington State Fathers
Network website for more information.

Community Member Hodan Mohamed inquired about the training provided to school districts to
protect undocumented students from Immigration and Customs Enforcement practices. In
response, Developmental Disabilities Community Services shared a resource addressing potential
changes that may impact immigrant and refugee communities: Planning for Changes in Federal
Immigration Policies and Practices

Board Member Molly McCoy shared the Department of Social and Health Services is seeking public
comment for Substitute Senate Bill 5393, which involves the planned closure of Rainier School by
June 30, 2027. The formal public comment period is open through October 31, 2025.

For question, reach out to 5393rainierschool@dshs.wa.gov.

STAFF REPORTS

KING COUNTY DIVISION DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Holly Woo, DDECSD invited team members to share updates on their programs.

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEAM

Wen Harris, DDECSD provided updates and information on the following topics:
= Early Support for Infants and Toddlers Scholarship Request for Application
=  Request for Proposals and Mini Grants
= Best Start for Kids Workshops

ADULT SERVICES TEAM
Nico Chua, DDECSD presented updates on the following topics:

= Language Access Training for service providers
= Upcoming in person provider event in October 2025

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, OUTREACH, AND REFERRAL TEAM
Holly Woo, DDECSD presented updates on the following topics:

= Online 2026 Legislative Priorities Survey


https://fathersnetwork.org/events2/
https://fathersnetwork.org/events2/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUNkYxWEFRR1YwWEdITUZXWTZQQVpYSVcwTi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUNkYxWEFRR1YwWEdITUZXWTZQQVpYSVcwTi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUNkYxWEFRR1YwWEdITUZXWTZQQVpYSVcwTi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLXwSNuiOka1As-Pi6JwULIZUNkYxWEFRR1YwWEdITUZXWTZQQVpYSVcwTi4u&route=shorturl
mailto:5393rainierschool@dshs.wa.gov
https://beststartsworkshops.org/workshops

Board for Developmental Disabilities Meeting
August 6, 2025
Page 4 of 5

= 36t annual Developmental Disabilities and Delays Legislative Forum
= Hiring for a Disability Inclusion and Lived Experience Coordinator

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES (DSHS),
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COMMUNITY SERVICES (DDCS)

Cat Braid and Sheila Collins, DSHS/DDCS provided updates for the following topics:
= Enhanced Case Management Program
= Reimagining DSHS

= |ntake and Evaluation Backlog Reduced

= Assigning Initial Assessments to Case-Carrying Case Resource Managers

= Waiver Capacity

= Budge

= Hiring
During questions and answers, a request was received to define a waiver and the information
below was provided: Home and Community Based Waivers.

For more information, contact Cat Braid by email at Catriona.Braid@dshs.wa.gov or Sheila Collins at
Sheila.Collins@dshs.wa.gov.

KING COUNTY WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD (WAB) OVERVIEW

Sarah Brusing, WAB provided an overview of the Women’s Advisory Board’s role. She explained that
Board Members serve as a council-nominated body advising the King County Executive and King
County Council to ensure that policies and programs effectively address the needs, rights, and well-
being of women throughout King County.

Learn more about WAB by contacting Marjan Didra at Mdidra@kigcounty.gov.

KING COUNTY EARLY SUPPORT FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS
PROGRAM - CENTERING BLACK EXCELLENCE

Ashley Ewings, DDECSD provided an overview of the Early Support for Infants and Toddlers services
and supports and Centering Black Excellence in Early Support for Infants and Toddlers.

Contact Ashley Ewings by email at Aewings@kingcounty.gov with questions or outreach
opportunities.

BOARD RECRUITMENT

The Board for Developmental Disabilities is seeking King County residents interested in serving as
members. The Board is a 9-15-member citizen’s advisory group that provides oversight of
community services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, cerebral palsy,
epilepsy, autism, or other neurological conditions-as well as support for their families. The Board
values diverse perspectives and life experiences. People of all backgrounds are encouraged to
apply, including individuals with disabilities, people of color, immigrants, refugees, women,
LGBTQIA+, and veterans.

If you are interested in learning more about the Board, please contact Jim Ott, Community
Information, Outreach, and Referral Manager at 206-263-9060 or by email at


http://www.kingcounty.gov/disabilities-forum
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/alert/organizational-changes-dshs
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/dda/consumers-and-families/home-and-community-based-waivers-hcbs
mailto:Catriona.Braid@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:Sheila.Collins@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:WAB
mailto:Mdidra@kigcounty.gov
mailto:Aewings@kingcounty.gov
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Jim.Ott@kingcounty.gov. More information on the Board can be found by visiting the Board’s
webpage at https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard.

NEXT MEETING

The next hybrid meeting of the Board for Developmental Disabilities will be held at the King County
Tukwila office located at 625 Andover Parkway W., Suite 200, on Wednesday, November 5, 2025,
from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:41 p.m.

Prepared by: Attested by:
Michaelle Monday Jim Ott


mailto:Jim.Ott@kingcounty.gov
https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard
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