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King County

Department of Community and Human Services
Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division

BOARD FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Minutes

DAY/DATE: Wednesday, November 5, 2025
TIME: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
LOCATION: King County Tukwila Office - Hallway Meeting Room 2

625 Andover Park West, Suite 200
Tukwila, WA 98188

BOARD MEMBER ROLE CALL:

Beth Bardeen, Board Member (joined in-person)
Devony Boyle, Board Member (joined via Teams)

Joe Cunningham, Board Member (joined via Teams)
Laura Musso Escude, Board Member (joined via Teams)
Crystal Goodwin, Board Member (joined in-person)
Molly McCoy, Board Member (joined in-person)

Sabra Quraishi, Board Candidate (joined via Teams)

EXCUSED: ABSENT:
Kristin Brown-Patrick, Board Candidate Brandon Graham, Board Member
CeCe Stovall, Board Member Amanda Knott, Board Member

IN-PERSON ATTENDEES:

Tom Capaul, Community Member

Ginger Kwan, Open Doors for Multicultural Families

Louis Lok, Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division (DDECSD)
Karla Lynch, DDECSD

Michaelle Monday, DDECSD

Jim Ott, DDECSD

Holly Woo, DDECSD

JOINED VIA TEAMS:

Lupe Alejandre, Washington Vocational Services
Adrienne Barker, Community Member

Janet Bruckshen, Washington Vocational Services
Amelia Carter, Community Member

Shirin Chatoor, Community Member
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JOINED VIA TEAMS (CONTINUED):
Nico Chua, DDECSD

Magan Cromar, DDECSD

Ayan Elmi, Washington Multicultural Services Link
Ashley Ewings, DDECSD

Emily Hart, DDECSD

Ramona Hattendorf, The Arc of King County
Jamie Lee, DDECSD

Sue Ann Lemkin, DDECSD

Lauren Oliver, Community Member

Francisco Philbert - CART Interpreter

TJ Protho, DDECSD

Susy Stremel, DDECSD

Sandra Write, Community Member

Dominic Del Castillo, Community Member

WELCOME AND BOARD MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS

Board Chair Joe Cunningham called the hybrid Board meeting to order at 5:37 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 5, 2025. He began with welcoming remarks and invited Board Members to introduce
themselves.

CHAIR’S REMARKS
Board Chair Joe Cunningham reviewed the following agenda items:
e Board Business: Board Member elections for Chair and Vice-Chair

e Board Presentation: Community Member presentation on Community Inclusion Services

e Next Hybrid Quarterly Board Meeting: Tuesday, February 3, 2026, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

e Board Business: Board Member Orientation scheduled for December 3, 2025, from 5:30 -
7:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AUGUST 2025 BOARD MINUTES

Board Chair Joe Cunningham called for a motion to approve the August 6, 2025, Board Meeting
Minutes. A motion was made, seconded, and the Minutes were approved as written.

PUBLIC INPUT AND CELEBRATIONS

Board Member Laura Musso Escude shared with community members the Developmental
Disabilities Council is creating its Five-Year State Plan. Your feedback is vital to addressing the
challenges faced by people with developmental disabilities and their families. Help shape the plan
by taking the survey and sharing your thoughts, concerns, and ideas!

Board Member Laura also highlighted the Washington State Legislature’s website as a key resource
for staying informed about updates to the Washington Administrative Code (WAC), the Revised
Code of Washington (RCW), and other issues that impact people with disabilities.

Board Member Molly McCoy announced the Washington State Department of Commerce,
Community Advisory Team is hosting a virtual open public meeting on November 6, 2025, from



https://www.ddc.wa.gov/state-plan
https://leg.wa.gov/state-laws-and-rules/state-laws-rcw/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/housing-policy/community-advisory-team/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/housing-policy/community-advisory-team/
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5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting is to elevate community voices in housing
development decisions throughout Washington state.

Ginger Kwan, Open Doors for Multicultural Families announced funding has been secured for the
Kent Multicultural Village! This groundbreaking community-focused initiative will offer inclusive
housing, vital family resources, and early learning opportunities for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (I/DD). The project promises to be more than a local asset, it will serve
as a regional hub for individuals and families navigating I/DD across King County, Pierce County,
and beyond. By establishing this inclusive and culturally responsive community, Open Doors for
Multicultural Families is laying the foundation for a transformative model that will support families
for generations to come.

To learn more about the Kent Multicultural Village, visit opendoorswa.org or contact Andrea Kassa,
Director of Development, at andreak@opendoorswa.org.

The Board extends its sincere appreciation to community members who provided announcements.
Your updates support ongoing collaboration and help to strengthen resources for |/DD and their
families.

BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS

Board Chair Joe Cunningham opened the floor for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair. Laura
Musso Escude was nominated and, by unanimous vote, was re-elected to serve a second term as
Vice-Chair.

Board Chair Joe Cunningham opened the floor for nominations for Chair. Joe Cunningham was
nominated and, by unanimous vote, will continue serving as Chair for a second term.

STAFF REPORT

KING COUNTY DIVISION DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Magan Cromar, DDECSD invited team members to share their program updates and announced
that the division is recruiting for an Early Support for Infants & Toddlers Co-Lead position. For
questions or to express interest, please contact Wen Harris at Wen.Harris@kingcounty.gov.

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEAM
Ashley Ewings, DDECSD provided updates for the following topics:

o Division for Early Childhood International Conference on Young Children with Disabilities and
Their Families: Team members presented to advance the shared mission of inclusion,
equity, and excellence in early childhood.

o Staff Update: Congratulations to Miguel Rodriguez, who has joined the Universal
Developmental Screening and Promotions Team, where he will focus on connecting children
and families with Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT).

e Upcoming Event: A free virtual provider workshop, “Attuning to the Fire’s Wisdom: Learning
About Our Power,” will be held on December 19, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

e Program Development: Discussion on “From Community Conversations to a SMARTIE Goal”
focused on centering Black excellence within the King County ESIT program and identifying
next steps.


https://opendoorswa.org/open-doors-for-multicultural-families-secures-12-million-in-state-funding-for-the-kent-multicultural-village/
http://opendoorswa.org/
mailto:andreak@opendoorswa.org
mailto:Wen.Harris@kingcounty.gov
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ADULT SERVICES TEAM
Emily Hart and Nico Chua, DDECSD provided the following updates:

e School-to-Work (S2W) program completing their Fall school district meetings of cross-system
collaboration for outreach, referral, enroliment, service delivery, and transition to adult
services.

e Anin-person provider gathering that shared service outcomes and Equity, Racial, and Social
Justice capacity-building needs assessment.

e S2W virtual orientation for Preparing for Life After School on November 4 from 6:00 -
7:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, OUTREACH, AND REFERRAL TEAM
Holly Woo, DDECSD provided updates for the following topics:

o Board Recruitment: Announced the Board for Developmental Disabilities is recruiting self-
advocates to join and contribute their voices.

¢ New Team Member: Welcomed Karla Lynch as the new Disability Inclusion & Lived
Experience Coordinator.

¢ Upcoming Event: Shared details about the Developmental Disabilities and Delays Legislative
Forum on November 13, 2025, at the Southcenter Hilton DoubleTree Suites from 6:00-
8:30 p.m.

KING COUNTY COMMUNITY INCLUSION SERVICES

Thank you to our Community Inclusion guest speaker for attending the Board for Developmental
Disabilities meeting and sharing her success story. She delivered an engaging and inspiring
presentation that not only captured the audience’s attention but also highlighted her participation
in integrated community-based activities. As requested, her presentation and contact information
will not be shared on our website.

BOARD RECRUITMENT

The Board for Developmental Disabilities is seeking residents of King County interested in serving
on the Board. The Board is a 9-15-member citizen’s advisory board, which provides oversight of
community services for residents of the county who have |/DD, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, or
another neurological or other conditions and their families. The Board values diverse perspectives,
life experiences, and people of all backgrounds are encouraged to apply, including people with
disabilities, people of color, immigrants, refugees, women, LGBTQIA+, and veterans.

If you are interested in learning more about the Board, please contact Jim Ott, Community
Information, Outreach, and Referral Manager at 206-263-9060 or by email at
Jim.Ott@kingcounty.gov.

More information on the Board can be found by visiting the Board’s webpage at
https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard.

NEXT MEETING

The next hybrid Board for Developmental Disabilities meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
February 3, 2026, at the King County Tukwila office located at 625 Andover Parkway West, Suite
200, Hallway Meeting Room 2 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.


mailto:Jim.Ott@kingcounty.gov
https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Prepared by: Attested by:
Michaelle Monday Jim Ott
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