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CELEBRATING NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT 

AWARENESS MONTH 

October marks National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM), a time to celebrate the 
valuable contributions of workers with disabilities and 
promote inclusive employment practices across the 
country. 
 

Led by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of 
Disability Employment Policy, this annual observance 
aims to raise awareness about the benefits of hiring 
qualified individuals with disabilities and highlight the 
importance of creating inclusive and supportive 
workplaces and hiring practices. 
 

The 2025 NDEAM theme, "Celebrating Value and 
Talent" focuses on ensuring that people with 
disabilities have the same opportunities to succeed in 
the workforce, alongside colleagues without 
disabilities. It calls on employers, policymakers, and 
communities to remove barriers and to actively 
promote a workplace culture that advances the values 
of accessibility, innovation, and inclusion in its hiring 
and training practices. 
 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, people 
with disabilities continue to face higher unemployment 
rates compared to those without disabilities. NDEAM 
brings attention to these disparities and encourages 
solutions to bridge the gap. It also celebrates the skills, 
creativity, and talents of workers with disabilities, 
illustrating that a diverse workforce, inclusive of those 
with disabilities, brings critical knowledge, strengths, 
and innovation to organizations. 

 



 

National Disability Employment Awareness Month 
reminds us that inclusion is not just a goal—it’s a 
commitmenwsqt to building a diverse workforce where 
everyone has the opportunity to thrive. 
 

Celebrating NDEAM isn’t just symbolic—it’s an 
opportunity for real change! 

WHAT ARE INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT SERVICES AND HOW DO I 
ACCESS THEM? 

Individual Supported Employment services help participants to gain and maintain a 
paid job in the community. In partnership with a job coach, individuals can explore 
employment options to discover and identify work preferences, needs, skills, 
interests, and abilities. Supports may also include interview and resume 
preparation, time-limited work experience in a real job environment, job 
development including the creation of customized jobs matching skills and 
interests, and ongoing on-the-job training. 
 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES IN KING COUNTY: 

More than 2,300 individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) 
participated in Individual Supported Employment in 2024, receiving employment 
services from 26 providers across King County. Approximately 70 percent of 
participants had a job, working an average of 11 hours per week with a median 
hourly wage of $18.25 across more than 560 different employers. 
 

Innovation, language access, community outreach, and culturally rooted services 
continue to be a priority to ensure equitable access to services and outcomes for 
all individuals with I/DD in King County. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

Individual Supported Employment services are available to individuals who are on 
the Basic+, Community Protection, or Core Waivers through the Department of 
Social and Health Services (DSHS), Developmental Disabilities Community 
Services (DDCS). Additional waiver support can be requested through assigned 
DSHS/DDCS Case Resource Managers. 
 

Eligible individuals can access both Individual Supported Employment and 
Community Inclusion services at the same time, which offers more opportunities 
for meaningful connections in their communities. 
 

BENEFITS PLANNING: 

Many individuals may want a job but worry about how earned income could affect 
their benefits. 
 

BenefitU is a DSHS/DDCS-funded service that offers information, tools, resources 
and coaching to assist in making informed decisions about working and receiving 
government benefits. 
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LEARN MORE ABOUT INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT SERVICES: 

Please watch the DSHS/DDCS Supported Employment Video for additional 
information. 
 

For more information about accessing Employment or Community Inclusion 
services, please contact your DSHS/DDCS Case Manager. You may also visit the 
King County Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division’s 
website or reach out to us directly at 206-263-9046 or Susy Stremel by email at 
Susan.Stremel@kingcounty.gov 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 
2026 Developmental Disabilities and Delays 
Legislative Forum 

When: Thursday, November 13, 2025 

Time:   6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  

Where: Southcenter Hilton DoubleTree Suites 

Spread the word and register today on our website! 

CENTERING BLACK EXCELLENCE IN EARLY SUPPORT FOR INFANTS & 
TODDLERS 

King County wants to hear from Black and African-American families who: 

• Have children with delays or disabilities who are under age 8. 

• Used Early Support services in the past 5 years. 

• Didn't know about or access services when children were birth to 3. 

Share your story in a community conversation on one of the following dates: 

• Wednesday, October 8 from 6:0 - 8:00 p.m. in Bellevue 

• Saturday, October 11 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Northgate Library 

• Wednesday, October 29 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. virtual on Zoom 

A stipend will be offered for your participation 

Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/ESITCBE2025  

For questions, please contact Support-BSK@Wested.org  
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OCTOBER UPDATES 

August Minutes 
August Presentations 
October DDECSD Update (Services for Children/Youth/Adults, and their families) 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 

The next quarterly hybrid Board for Developmental Disabilities is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 5, 2025, at a new time 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. and at a new 
location, the King County Tukwila Office located at 625 Andover Park W., Suite 200. 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY OCTOBER 25 

Make a Difference Day, observed annually on the fourth Saturday of October, will 
take place on Saturday, October 25, 2025. This national day of service encourages 
individuals to volunteer and participate in community service projects, from simple 
acts of kindness to larger initiatives, to improve their local areas. The day was 
established in 1992 by USA Weekend magazine and Points of Light to inspire lasting 
community impact through volunteerism. 
 

Be the Change, Support Development, and Embrace Potential! 

BOARD RECRUITMENT 

Are you a self-advocate with a developmental disability? Do you want to help make 
decisions and speak up for people with disabilities in our community? 
We are looking for self-advocates to join our Board for Developmental Disabilities. 
Your voice matters. As a board member, you'll help guide important work that 
affects the lives of people with disabilities — and we need your ideas and input! 
You don’t need any previous board experience — just a willingness to share your 
thoughts. We will provide training, support, and any accommodations you need to 
feel confident and comfortable. 
 

Meetings are held quarterly on Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. They are hybrid 
(in-person and online), and we’ll work with you to make sure you’re supported in 
the way that works best for you. 
 

Interested or want to learn more? Contact James Ott at James.Ott@kingcounty.gov 
or visit http://Kingcounty.gov/DDBoard. 
 

Let’s make a difference together! 

 

 
  

Want to know more? Subscribe now! 
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