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King County

Department of Community and Human Services
Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division

BOARD FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Minutes

DAY/DATE: Wednesday, August 5, 2026
TIME: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
LOCATION: King County Tukwila Office
625 Andover Park West, Suite 201
Hallway Meeting Room 2

TUKWILA, WA 98188

MEETING TYPE: Hybrid (In person and virtual)

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Devony Boyle (virtual)

Joe Cunningham (virtual)

Crystal Goodwin (in person)

Laura Musso Escude (virtual)

Sabra Quraishi (virtual)

EXCUSED ABSENCES:
Beth Bardeen

Molly McCoy

Kristin Brown-Patrick

ABSENT:
Brandon Graham
Amanda Knott
CeCe Stovall

IN-PERSON ATTENDEES:

Daniel Eidelson, Community Member

Jim Ott, Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division (DDECSD)
Holly Woo, DDECSD

ONLINE ATTENDEES:

Louise Akerblom, Northwest Justice Project

Madison Chester ASL Interpreter

Nico Chua, DDECSD

Cindy Cienfuegos, Community Member

ONLINE ATTENDEES (CONTINUED):
Sheila Collins, Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA)
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Ayan Elmi, Washington Multicultural Services Link (WMSL)
Chris Gray, DDECSD

Emily Hart, DDECSD

Aundre Howard, Community Member

Ginger Kwan, Open Doors for Multicultural Families

Louis Lok, DDECSD

Karla Lynch, DDECSD

Karla Mata, ASL Interpreter

Hodan Mohamad, WMSL

Michaelle Monday, DDECSD

Peter Musante, Community Member

Ruel Olanday, Community Member

Franscisco Philibert, CART Interpreter

Lucy Rollins, Northwest Justice Project

Jeanine Rosen, King County Department of Community and Human Services
Amelia Spring, Community Member

Mark von Walter, Community Member

Susy Stremel, DDECSD

Marlee Squires, 5t Avenue Theater

Katie Welch, Community Member

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Board Chair Joe Cunningham opened the meeting at 5:37 p.m. on Wednesday, August 5, 2026,
welcomed everyone, and asked board members to introduce themselves.

CHAIR’S UPDATES
The Board Chair Joe Cunningham reviewed the following Board Work agenda items:
= Report from the Logistics and Liaison Ad-Hoc Committee

= Discussion to move the Logistics and Liaison Ad-Hoc Committee to the Community
Partnership Committee

= Northwest Justice Project’s Special Education presentation
= School-to-Work Client Lifecycle Data

= Next Board Meeting is November 4 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
= November Board Elections

BOARD WORK
APPROVE THE NOTES FROM THE LAST MEETING
Joe Cunningham asked the Board to approve the May meeting minutes. A board member made a

motion to approve them, and another board member seconded the motion. The Board approved
the May Minutes with no objections.

REPORT FROM THE LOGISTICS AND LIAISON AD-HOC COMMITTEE

Board Member Crystal Goodwin gave an overview of the committee’s work. She discussed the
importance of board members building relationships with community partners, changes to the
committee’s protocol, and the plan to end the Ad-Hoc Committee and create a permanent
Partnership and Collaboration Committee.
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PUBLIC INPUT AND CELEBRATIONS

Board Member Devony Boyle shared she met with Chinese Information and Service Center staff
when they visited High Market Senior Center and Food Bank. This was a great opportunity to build a
relationship and explore future opportunities to work together.

Board Member Sabra Quraishi announced she is working on the logistics for the annual
Washington State Fathers Network Breakfast. This is a free community breakfast hosted for
fathers, families, and children with special needs or developmental disabilities to build a supportive
local community, connect with other families, and learn about ongoing resources provided through
their network.

REPORTS AND UPDATES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES (DSHS),
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES ADMINISTRATION (DDA)

Sheila Collins, DDA shared the following updates:

= The next quarterly virtual Region 2 Community Engagement Forum is October 29 from 4:00
- 6:30 p.m.

= New program: Health-Related Social Needs Program is a waiver that allows DDA to test new
services.

= WA Cares is a mandatory public long-term care insurance program for workers in
Washington state.

= DDA’s new Grievance System helps ensure concerns are handled consistently, clearly, and
promptly.

For more information contact Sheila Collins at Sheila.Collins@dshs.wa.gov

KING COUNTY DIVISION DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Holly Woo, DDECSD invited staff to give their program updates.

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEAM
Chris Gray, DDECSD provided updates on the following topics:
= Universal Developmental Screening and Promotion
= Parent Champions Program
= Learning Opportunities and Developmental Screenings
= Early Support for Infants and Toddlers Central Referral Line transition to DDECSD
=  New: Community Circle (a reflective space for neurodivergent and/or disabled early child
providers)
= Ages and Stages Questionnaires — Beyond the Basics trains practitioners on how to have
meaningful, culturally respectful conversations with caregivers when using the Ages &
Stages Questionnaires

ADULT SERVICES TEAM
Nico Chua, DDECSD shared the following updates:
= July Data and Community Outreach Workshop included presentations from the Community,
Information, Outreach and Referral providers.
= July Community Inclusion Performance Metrics Workshop where providers analyzed trends
in services.
=  Series Part 3: Race and Power (open to all board members and Parts 1 & 2 not required).
= To learn and share ideas based on the book “Being Heumann” (open to all board members).

COMMUNITY INFORMATION, OUTREACH, AND REFERRAL TEAM
Holly Woo, DDECSD provided the following updates:


https://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/148093/26-0119-DDCS-Reg-2-Community-Forum-Flyer
mailto:Sheila.Collins@dshs.wa.gov
https://earlyrelationalhealth.org/event/asq-beyond-the-basics-meaningful-conversations-with-caregivers-to-discover-what-is-below-the-surface/
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= 2027 Legislative Priorities survey link
= Staffing updates

NORTHWEST JUSTICE PROJECT - SPECIAL EDUCATION SUPPORTS
Lucy Rollins, Northwest Justice Project shared:
= Free civil legal services offered to low-income individuals
The areas of law the Northwest Justice Project covers
Northwest Justice Project’s website to find court forms, self-help materials, and guidance
Special education
Developing an Individual Education Program
How to connect families with Northwest Justice Project
How to connect families with Special Education at Northwest Justice Project

Contact Lucy Rollins at Lucy.Rollins@nwijustice.org with questions.

SCHOOL-TO-WORK CLIENT LIFECYCLE 2026

Jeanine Rosen, King County shared a report showing how clients move through employment
services, from high school into adulthood. Her presentation also included feedback from parents
and caregivers of former students and school staff about their experiences with School-to-Work.

You can contact Jeanine at Jrosen@kingcounty.gov with any thoughts, questions, or feedback.

BOARD RECRUITMENT

The Board for Developmental Disabilities is looking for King County residents who are interested in
serving on the Board. The Board is a 9-15-member citizen advisory board that helps guide and
oversee services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and delays, cerebral
palsy, epilepsy, autism, and other neurological conditions, as well as their families. The Board
values diverse perspectives and life experiences.

People of all backgrounds are encouraged to apply, including;:
= People with disabilities;

People of color;

Immigrants and refugees;

Women,;

LGBTQIA+; and

Veterans.

To learn more or to express interest, please contact Jim Ott, Community Information, Outreach, and
Referral Manager at 206-263-9060 or by email at Jim.Ott@kingcounty.gov. More information on the
Board can be found by visiting the Board’s webpage at https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard.

NEXT MEETING

The next Board for Developmental Disabilities meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,

November 4, 2026, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. This will be a hybrid meeting, held in person at the King
County Tukwila office located at 625 Andover Parkway West, Suite 201, Douglas Fir Conference
Room, Tukwila.

MEETING ENDED
There was no further business and the meeting ended at 7:42 p.m.

Prepared by: Attested by:
Michaelle Monday Jim Ott


http://www.kingcounty.gov/disabilities-forum
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/
mailto:Lucy.Rollins@nwjustice.org
mailto:Jrosen@kingcounty.gov
mailto:Jim.Ott@kingcounty.gov
https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard
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