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WELCOME
Welcome to our August Newsletter!

We are glad you are here. This newsletter shares updates, resources, and
opportunities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD),
families, caregivers, and community members.

Your experiences, ideas, and feedback help guide our work. Thank you for being
part of a community where everyone belongs.

Region 2 Community Engagement Forum - Join Tomorrow, July 30!

The Washington State Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA), Region 2
(this includes King County), invites community members to share ideas and help
improve services.

At the Region 2 Community Engagement Forum, you can:

e Share ideas about developmental disabilities services

e Talk about what is working well

e Suggest ways services can improve

e Provide input to DDA staff about proposed changes
Meeting Details

Date: Thursday, July 30
Time: 4:00-6:30 p.m.
Location: Online

Join the Meeting
Meeting ID: 285 652 970 540 00

Passcode: LE2Pz9Cr

Community Engagement Forums for Region 2 are held on the fourth Thursday of
January, April, July, and October. All meeting are online, using Teams and they are
open to community members.
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Join Us: August Board Meeting!

People with I/DD, family members, caregivers, and community members are
invited to attend our Board meetings.

You canjoinin person or online.

At the meeting, you can:

Meet other community members
e Hearupdates about our work

e Askquestions

e Share yourideas and experiences

August Board Meeting
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026
Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Location

King County Tukwila Office

625 Andover Park W., Suite 200
Hallway Meeting Room 2
Tukwila, WA 98188

Attend the Meeting Online
Meeting ID: 297 545918 0020
Passcode: Rm9cm3Qk

Need support to participate?
We can help with accommodations or other support.

We can help with accommodations or other support. Contact Michaelle Monday at
Michaelle.Monday@kingcounty.gov to ask for accommodations or support.
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NEWS AND RESOURCES

U.S. Department of Justice Issues New Information About Disability Services
and Community Living

OnJune 18, 2026, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a legal opinion about
federal disability laws. The opinion states that these laws do not require states to
provide services in integrated, community settings instead of institutions.

This is a critical change in how the federal government interprets disability laws.
Many people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) rely on services
that help them live in their communities.

Background

For many years, federal disability laws including the Rehabilitation Act, the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and the U.S. Supreme Court's Olmstead v.
L.C. (1999) decision have supported the idea that people with disabilities should
have the opportunity to live, work, and participate in their communities rather than
in institutions.

The DOJ's new opinion says that states are not required to provide services in the
most integrated setting or to create community-based service options.

The legal opinion does not change the ADA, the Rehabilitation Act, or the Olmstead
decision. Instead, it explains how the DOJ is now interpreting these laws. It also
signals a change in how the federal government may enforce community living
rights for people with disabilities.

DOJ Issues Additional Guidance

OnJuly 20, 2026, the DOJ issued additional guidance about the ADA and the
Olmstead decision.

The guidance explains that the DOJ's previous recommendations for applying the
ADA and Olmstead are not legally binding and will no longer guide the department's
enforcement. The DOJ also says it plans to review and update that guidance.
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Why This Matters

These DOJ actions do not change current disability laws or the Olmstead decision.
However, they could affect how disability laws are interpreted and enforced in the
future.

Community-based services help many people with disabilities live in their own
homes, attend school, work, and take part in community life. Changes in federal
policy may influence how states plan and provide these services.

Staying informed about these developments can help people with disabilities,
families, service providers, and other community members understand how future
policy decisions may affect disability services.

School-To-Work One-Pager

We are excited to share an updated School-to-Work (S2W) one-pager.

S2W is a countywide partnership that helps students with I/DD prepare for
employment after high school. The program connects students, families, schools,
and employment providers.

The updated one-pager includes:
e Information about how S2W helps students find competitive employment

e Details about partnerships with schools, businesses, and community
organizations

e A student story showing the importance of early support

We invite community members and Board members to learn more about the
program and its impact.

Coming in August: Client Lifecycle Analysis Update

We studied what happened to students after they completed S2W between 2010
and 2024.

The first phase of this project is complete, and analysis is underway.
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We looked at two groups:

e Students who used Supported Employment or Community Inclusion
services

e Students who did not use these services
We will use this information to improve future services and supports.

We look forward to sharing the results at the August Board meeting!

GET INVOLVED
Board Recruitment
We are recruiting new Board members with I/DD.

The Board includes people who share their experiences
and ideas to help guide programs and services
throughout King County.

Board members:
e Shareideas and personal experiences
o Talk about what is working well
e Suggestimprovements
e Help guide services and programs
You do not need previous Board experience.

We provide support and guidance to help Board members participate and share
their voices.

Interested in joining?
Contact Jim Ott or apply to join the Board.

Your voice can help improve supports and services for people with disabilities
throughout King County.



Interested in serving on the Board?
Contact Jim Ott or apply to join the Board.

Your voice can help improve supports and services throughout King County.

Meeting Materials
Stay up to date on recent discussions and decisions:
May Board Materials

e MayBoard Meeting Minutes

e MayBoard Presentation

August Updates

e August Board Agenda

e August DDECSD Updates (services for children, youth, adults, and their
families)

Our Commitment to Accessibility
We want everyone to be able to access our newsletters, websites, and resources.

We are working to make information easier to read and easier to use with screen
readers and other accessibility tools.

If you need information in another format or language, please contact Michaelle
Monday at Michaelle.Monday@kingcounty.gov.

Community Resources

Looking for supports or services?

King County offers programs that support people with I/DD and their families.
Learn about:

e Services for children and adults
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e Family support
e Early childhood programs
e Community resources

Learn more:
Visit the Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division's
(DDECSD) website: DDECSD.

Explore additional programs and services from the Department of Community and
Human Services (DCHS), visit: DCHS.

Accessible Voting Events, now through August 1

King County Elections . . . . . .
Accessible m King County Elections is hosting Accessible Voting

Voting Events Events across the county through August 1. These
In-person voting setvices, events are open to everyone and are designed to help
SO CIOST:£0 0 voters with disabilities or anyone who needs extra

assistance.

== King County Elections is partnering with local libraries
and community organizations to host these events.
Trained Elections staff will be available to help and
accessible voting units will be available for voters to
use.

At these events, you can:

o Register to vote or update your voter registration
address

e Getareplacement ballot
e Use an accessible voting unit
e Ask Elections staff questions

View the full schedule of Accessible Voting Events

here.
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For more information about King County Elections
visit kingcounty.gov/Elections.

% Northwest Justice Project

At the August Board meeting, education attorney Lucy Rollins from Northwest

Justice Project (NJP) will give a brief overview of families' education rights and share

information about NJP's education services.

Northwest Justice Project provides free legal help to low-income Washington

families with legal issues related to their children's education. NJP also offers a
special education legal clinic, where you can talk with an attorney by phone about
your child's education, including Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), 504
Plans, and other education-related concerns, such as:

Whether your child qualifies for special education or other services
Getting the services and supports your child needs

School discipline

Problems getting interpretation or translation services
Discrimination

Truancy

To schedule a clinic appointment, call 206-707-7292 and leave a voicemail. You
can also complete the online intake form at https://nwjustice.org/apply-online.

Before scheduling an appointment, an NJP staff member will contact you to
confirm that you qualify for their services.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%25252FCL0%25252Fhttps%25253A%2525252F%2525252Fcd.kingcounty.gov%2525252Fen%2525252Fhome%2525252Fdept%2525252Felections%25252F1%25252F0100019f6cbf7e97-c6f3d82c-30ec-4332-bc43-74e047686a7d-000000%25252F3-hEa6WOehbu3Zu78hb1dy4McHoNp2Mt9tHThS3taXc%25253D452%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257CLilia.CabelloDrain%252540kingcounty.gov%25257C8bf9b10b034441d2828208dee37df09f%25257Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%25257C0%25257C0%25257C639198327753738256%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DEksmMOv%25252BfnsRQqZ%25252FTaGBFhvZ29xe9GYYV70SCQAxnyo%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F0100019faa90dcee-138cd6e6-c8ae-426f-a60e-8261ed45483a-000000%2F-vjJkc9FDoGCDO1oaMGjF907wBqESRxHG54H3AS6WAY%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647242918587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c8zDE5KNmIspezaIodE5XPWSBum6S5Br%2FCFZy9JKyTo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Fattachments%252FWAKING%252F2026%252F07%252F29%252Ffile_attachments%252F3729529%252FCHEER%252520Unit.png%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2FwleelgiIbZUQkczt0aEWVwBZ6Xco8CNGkkww5Q7npcU%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647242940113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mLYhJSlxhxjp5lDD%2FUmVlugJqnTSy5TMSsAjxCJmDX4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnwjustice.org%252Fapply-online%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2FbSWVobBoyqPK3OODugqwR0i4Z02KcNwbvh5Ib6g9rMo%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647242961998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7U4udMIeHpM8QaSdDjjv0eUFUWQUKxbB9nA650W9TIE%3D&reserved=0

AWARENESS MONTH & OBSERVANCES

National Back-To-School Month

August is National Back-to-School Month.

A new school year is a time for students, families, teachers, and schools to
prepare, connect, and plan for success.

For students with developmental disabilities, planning can help make sure they
have the supports and accommodations they need.

Families may want to connect with schools before the first day to discuss:
e Supports and accommodations
e Transportation needs
e Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)

e 504 Plans
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Back to School Resources
Need help getting ready for school? Here are a few free community resources:

* Free immunizations

¢ School supply giveaways, including the Sealac Back-to-School and Resource Fair
and Kent School District

¢ Health fairs at High Point Health, Yesler Terrace Health, New Holly Health, King
County Fire District 20 Health & Safety, and Rainier Vista Health

¢ Free haircuts at Saeta Hair Co. in Federal Way, and Evergreen Beauty College in
Renton

Check with each organization for event dates, times, eligibility, and registration
requirements.

— #WeAreindigenous —
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International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples

This month, we recognize Indigenous Peoples’ histories, cultures, and
contributions.

We also honor Indigenous midwives and their important role in supporting families,
communities, and cultural traditions.
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Indigenous midwives help strengthen communities, protect cultural knowledge,
and support the health and well-being of future generations.

Keep Sharing This Newsletter!

Subscribe and share this newsletter with your networks
, tohelp grow a more informed and connected
community.

Thank you for being part of our community.
Your participation helps make King County a more inclusive community.

We look forward to seeing you at our next Board meeting.

tg King County
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Developmental Disabilities and
Early Childhood Supports Division

Unsubscribe | Preferences | Contact Us

Privacy Policy | Help

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fkingcounty.gov%252Fen%252Fdept%252Fdchs%252Fhuman-social-services%252Fdevelopmental-disabilities%252Fboards-data-advisory-groups-forum%252Fboard%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2F2jVUGRD5XtXal27XwlHcncUSdllLfXhMsPwf09YjsqA%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243267688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0oe9F49k4QnJ8V%2BLL01kpZOQhAIj5Jjxk8KyJPUxEdE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fpublic.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FWAKING%252Fsubscriber%252Fnew%253Fpreferences%3Dtrue%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2FnQdH-3TMB5bmpEMJe8v5CVPiyXPbfHN9R-aMtvQCjng%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243290981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QjFQfnH3EKiy0WlhUiJQMAGxgMcBVLZpLDTW5iWXPNY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fpublic.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FWAKING%252Fsubscriber%252Fnew%253Fpreferences%3Dtrue%2F2%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2Fe3rMyg6YdObdkiqHB1S9RSgnSISv7eV5NFIoPVisglg%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243313460%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qodwUKCHAw5JPja0ZI45Y5EEzXvBsqYJiX3w7nqVME8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fblue.kingcounty.gov%252Fabout%252Fcontact%252F%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2Fule2kB39F00zXHyDsrvbZRmEgQMLOQG9VIhR11TUzL8%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243335938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LX3%2BOUXFwyKQBeg%2BjFkphVu2S9p%2BgTLXItEWSgDHP78%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fkingcounty.gov%252Fabout%252Fwebsite%252Fprivacy.aspx%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2FuG1h128zgxC9JS3hIdjrDxgkcovR-l1z8l1Dux5DpKE%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243356921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cmFYYDwLFGcVHVv2hU9gile19btHuKzh7mOJ4SAcBBI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fsubscriberhelp.granicus.com%252Fs%252Farticle%252FSubscriber-Help-Center%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2F6o1GtaXyAcSGZXHOruXMvPsz_lwHX5Qw-_9tJJtcz9k%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243379113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pHuTlo1R6bS1KspAfo18SC2ATVzFeiRLlJ9n6zijI20%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FWAKING%252Fbulletins%252F41c29ed%2F1%2F0100019fb037f8e5-78cacbf6-d6ca-4073-a615-172948255191-000000%2Fgko8GlyMeyjyzUP1P7BwYa5-a8kKnEtEiL3_4pKXWVU%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cmichaelle.monday%40kingcounty.gov%7C682b808e363c4777dd1b08deedc9829c%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C639209647243400447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MX%2BZr94iNT5gPku22koa7da0BU4D7o5jNhIdYEeErOA%3D&reserved=0

