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Welcome
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Welcome to our June newsletter! As we move into summer, we’re excited to share
updates and resources that celebrate inclusion, connection, and the strengths of
our community. Thank you to the individuals, families, advocates, providers, and
partners who continue to support and empower people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (I/DD) every day.

This month, we recognize the importance of community engagement, accessibility,
and opportunities for everyone to thrive. We hope this newsletter keeps you
informed, inspired, and connected to the important work happening across our
board and throughout the community.

Wishing you a safe, joyful, and sunny June!

Board Recruitment
Get Involved!

We are recruiting new members with I/DD to join our
Board.

B
The Board is a group of people who share their ideas and experiences to help guide
our work.

We believe people with lived experiences should help shape our programs and
services.

What Board Members do:

e Shareideas and lived experiences

e Tellus whatis working well

e Suggestimprovements

e Help guide programs and services
You do not need any past board experience.

We will provide support and guidance so you can take part in meetings and share
your voice.



Interested?
If you would like to learn more, please contact James Ott at:
James.Ott@kingcounty.gov.

Apply online at: https://kingcounty.gov/DDBoard

Your voice can help improve supports and services across the community.

Attend the August Meeting

Families, caregivers, and people with I/DD are invited to attend quarterly Board
meetings. You can join in person or online.

Why join?
You can:

e Learn aboutissues that affect you and your family
e Askquestions

e Hearupdates from local leaders

e Share your experiences

Next meeting
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026
Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Joinin person

King County Tukwila Office

625 Andover Park W., Suite 200
Hallway Meeting Room 2
Tukwila, WA

Join online
Meeting ID: 297 545918 0020
Passcode: Rm9cm3Qk

We want to hear from you.
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Need help to join?
We can help. Contact Michaelle Monday to ask foraccommodations or support:
Michaelle.Monday@kingcounty.gov.

Community Resources

King County providers connect individuals with I/DD and their families to services
that support health, independence, and wellbeing.

Learn more:
Visit the Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division's
(DDECSD) website: Developmental Disabilities.

To explore additional programs and services from the Department of Community
and Human Services (DCHS), visit: DCHS.

Check Out Washington: Free State Park Passes
Through Your Library

Did you know you can borrow a FREE Discover Pass
from participating libraries through the Check Out
Washington program?

Families can check out passes and sometimes

K | N G| AdventurePacks with binoculars and nature guides to
explore Washington State Parks at no cost.

COUNTY

LIBRARY

Washington website to learn more.
SYSTEM

Libraries are welcoming community spaces where families can learn, create, and

Contact your local library branch or visit the Check Out

connect. Visit the King County Library System website to explore available
programs and services.
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World Day for Assistive Technology 2026

World Day for Assistive Technology is on June 4. It helps
people learn about assistive technology and why it is

important. It also supports fair rules and equal access
for everyone.

Assistive technology means tools and devices that help
people with disabilities communicate, learn, work, and

live more independently.

Everyone should have access to safe, effective, and
affordable assistive technology.

World Wellbeing Week

24 - 30 June 2026

Physical wellbeing Gratitude Hydration

Movement Sleep Connection

Nutrition Mental
wellbeing

World Wellbeing Week is June 24-30

World Wellbeing Week encourages us to support accessible, welcoming, and
inclusive communities. Itis a time to practice self-care, build healthy habits, and
make positive changes at home, at work, and in the community.

Wellbeing means more than being healthy. It also means feeling included,
respected, connected, and supported so people can live meaningful lives.



For people with developmental disabilities, Wellbeing grows when communities
are accessible, welcoming, and inclusive. This week also encourages us to remove
barriers and build supports so everyone has the opportunity to succeed.

Together, we can create communities where every person is valued, supported, and
able to live well in the ways that matter most to them and their families.

Celebrating LGBTQ+ Pride Month

June is recognized in the United States and around the
world as LGBTQ+ Pride Month. Pride Month celebrates
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and other

LGBTQ+ people and communities. Itis also a time to
recognize the ongoing work for equality, accessibility,
inclusion, and civil rights for people of all identities and
abilities.

We also recognize and celebrate LGBTQ+ people with
developmental disabilities and the many intersecting
identities that strengthen our communities..

Register for the Virtual Community Summit

The June 3 Virtual Community Summit is a one-day

online event for learning, sharing ideas, and making
connections. Self-advocates, families, and supporters
come together to help build more inclusive
communities.

The event includes discussions about transportation,
technology, jobs, housing, and community
opportunities. It highlights many different voices and
supports people in living where they choose and
building the lives they want.

Registration is open! You can attend online or join a
local county watch party in person.
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New School-To-Work One-Pager

We’re excited to share the updated School-to-Work one-pager. It explains how the
program helps students with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD)

prepare for work after high school.

School-to-Work is a countywide partnership that brings together students,
families, schools, and employment providers. The program helps students connect
to employment services early as they plan for life after high school.

The updated one-pager includes:

e Information about how the program helps students find competitive
employment and builds partnerships with local businesses and community
organizations

e Astudent story that shows why early support matters and how working
together leads to better outcomes

We invite board members and community members to read the one-pager to learn
more about the program’s progress and impact.

CominginJuly!
2025 Best Starts for Kids Annual Report

Here is an early look at the School-to-Work Narrative Data Report Back prepared by
Jeanine Rosen, Program Evaluator, DCHS. This report will be included in the 2025

Best Starts for Kids annual report, scheduled for release in July. It provides an
overview of both the program’s progress and the challenges encountered this year,
including areas such as staffing, retention, participant outcomes, outreach,
language access, and the delivery of culturally responsive services. We encourage
Board Members and attendees to review the report and reach out to Jeanine with
any questions at jrosen@kingcounty.gov.

Coming in August!
Client Lifecycle Analysis: Phase | Share-Out

This project provides King County Program Managers with information about a
student’s path from School-to-Work to Supported Employment and Community
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Inclusion services from 2010-2024. Phase | is now finished, and analysis is
underway.

The analysis is focused on two groups of former School-to-Work participants:
those who later chose to access Supported Employment or Community Inclusion
services, and those who did not. Staff are now reviewing trends in enrollment,
demographics, and differences across Provider Agencies. The analysis also
includes a review of feedback received from families and school district staff about
student experiences, access needs, and challenges.

We look forward to sharing a full update with the Board in August.

June Updates: Stay Informed and Engaged

Meeting Materials
Stay up to date with recent discussions and decisions:
May

e Minutes
e Presentation

June

e DDECSD Updates (services for children, youth, adults, and their families)

We Want to Hear From You

Your input helps shape our work. Share your questions, ideas, and feedback to stay
connected and make an impact.

Continue to Share this Newsletter!

Subscribe and share this newsletter with your networks
, tohelp grow a more informed and connected
community.
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Thank you for your partnership and commitment to building communities where
everyone is included, supported, and valued.

tg King County

Department of Community an

Developmental Disabilities
Early Childhood Supports |
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