
 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026 NEWSLETTER 

This newsletter is available in alternative formats and languages upon request. 
Please contact Michaelle Monday at Michaelle.Monday@kingcounty.gov. 

 

 

   

Welcome to September 

September is a great time to get involved, connect with others, and share your 
ideas. 

In this newsletter, you can: 
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• Join our next Board meeting 

• Learn how to become a Board member 

• Find community resources 

• Share your ideas about the Developmental Disabilities Administration's 
(DDA) services 

• Learn about September awareness events 

Your voice matters. We are glad you are part of our community! 

 

Join Our Next Board Meeting 

People with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD), family members, 
caregivers, and community members are welcome at our Board meetings. 

You can join in person or online. 

At the meeting, you can: 

• Meet other community members 

• Hear updates about our work 

• Ask questions 

• Share your ideas and experiences 

November Board Meeting 
Date: Wednesday, November 4, 2026 
Time: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

In Person 
King County Tukwila Office 
625 Andover Park W., Suite 201 
Douglas Fir Conference Room 
Tukwila, WA 98188 



Attend the meeting online 
Meeting ID: 261 994 955 754  
Passcode: tJ7rX6qM 

Need support to participate? 

We can help with accommodations or other supports. 

Contact Michaelle Monday at Michaelle.Monday@kingcounty.gov to ask for 
accommodations or support. 

 

Want to Help Make a Difference? 

 

We are Looking for New Board Members! 

  

Do you have I/DD and want to help make services 
better for people with disabilities and their families? 

Consider joining the King County Board for Developmental Disabilities. 

You do not need previous Board experience. We provide support and guidance to 
help Board members participate and share their ideas. 

As a Board Member you can: 

• Share your ideas and experiences 

• Talk about what is working well 

• Speak up about what could be better 

• Suggest improvements 

• Help guide programs and services 

• Make your voice heard 

Your experiences matter. Your ideas matter. Your voice matters. 
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Interested in serving on the Board? 
Contact Jim Ott or apply to join the Board. 

 

Meeting Materials 

Want to know what the Board has been talking about? 

You can review recent meeting materials: 

• August 5 Board Minutes  

• August 5 Board Presentation 

• August 18 Board Minutes 

• August 18 Board Presentation 

• September DDECSD Updates  

The September Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division 
(DDECSD) updates include information about services for children, youth, adults, 
and their families. 

 

Accessibility Matters 

Everyone should be able to read, understand, and use our information. 

We are working to make our newsletters, websites, and resources easier to use, 
including for people who use screen readers and other accessibility tools. 

Our goal is simple: 

Clear information that everyone can use. 

Need information in another format or language? 

Contact Michaelle Monday at Michaelle.Monday@kingcounty.gov. 
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Find Community Resources 

Looking for services or supports? 

You can find information about: 

• Services for children and adults 

• Family support 

• Early childhood programs 

• Developmental disability services 

• Other community resources 

Learn more: 
Visit the Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division's 
(DDECSD) website: DDECSD.  

You can also find programs and services through the Department of Community 
and Human Services (DCHS) visit: DCHS. 

 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

Have Something to Say About DDA Services? 

The Washington State DDA wants to hear from people in King County and across 
Region 2. 

At the Region 2 Community Engagement Forum, you can: 

• Share your ideas about DDA services 

• Talk about what is working well 

• Suggest improvements 

• Give feedback about proposed changes 
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Meeting Details 

Date: Thursday, October 29 
Time: 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Online via Microsoft Teams 

Join the Meeting 
Meeting ID: 285 652 970 540 00 
Passcode: LE2Pz9Cr 

Everyone is welcome! 

Region 2 Community Engagement Forums are held online in January, April, July, 
and October. 

 

Save the Date - Legislative Forum 

DDECSD holds an annual Legislative Forum. 

The forum gives community members a chance to talk with elected officials about 
issues that are important to people with I/DD and developmental delays and their 
families, friends, and supporters. 

Community members can share their experiences and talk about what needs to 
change. 

Date: Thursday, November 19, 2026 

Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Location: DoubleTree Suites, Tukwila 

Registration is coming soon!  

 

SEPTEMBER AWARENESS & OBSERVANCES 

 

Hispanic Heritage Month - September 15 - October 15 
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Hispanic Heritage Month is a time to celebrate the people, cultures, traditions, and 
stories that have shaped our communities. 

This year's theme is “Pioneers of Change: Shaping the Future Together.” 

You can celebrate by: 

• Learning about a culture or tradition 

• Listening to someone's story 

• Learning about Hispanic and Latino leaders 

• Celebrating the contributions of Hispanic and Latino people in our 
community 

 

 

 
International Day of Sign Languages - September 23 

Communication is for everyone. 

International Day of Sign Languages celebrates the 
languages and cultures of Deaf communities around 
the world. 

It also reminds us that everyone needs a way to 
communicate and be understood. 

You can help make your community more accessible 
by: 

• Learning a few signs 

• Using captions 

• Making information easier to see and 
understand 

• Supporting different ways of communicating 

Small changes can make a big difference 



 

International Week of the Deaf - Last Full Week in September 

International Week of the Deaf is a time to celebrate Deaf communities and 
culture. 

It is also a time to recognize the contributions of Deaf and hard-of-hearing people. 

Everyone deserves access to communication. 

Communication can include: 

• American Sign Language 

• Interpreters 

• Captions 

• Assistive technology 

• Visual support 

• Other communication tools 

Everyone should have the support they need to communicate, make choices, 
connect with others, and be heard. 

 

National Nonspeaking Awareness Day - September 30 

Not everyone communicates by speaking and everyone deserves to be heard. 

People communicate in many different ways. 

This can include: 

• Augmentative and alternative communication 

• Gestures 

• Writing 

• Pictures 



• Technology 

• Other communication tools 

The goal is not for everyone to communicate in the same way. 

The goal is to make sure everyone has a way to communicate, participate, and be 
understood. 

 

Stay Connected! 

 

 
Want to stay up to date? 

Subscribe to our newsletter and share it with your 
friends, family, coworkers, and community networks. 

Your participation helps make King County a more 
inclusive community. 

Thank you for being part of our community. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next Board 
meeting! 
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