
2026 
DEVELOPMENTAL

DISABILITIES AND DELAYS
LEGISLATIVE FORUM

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Time to meet and talk with State Legislators and King County Councilmembers

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Land Acknowledgment: Katherine Festa, Haida Tribe
Welcome: Cohosts Angel Anthony Parra, Self-Advocate and Breydence Doan, Self-Advocate
Opening Remarks: Teddy Kemirembe, Developmental Disabilities Community Services
Community Engagement Advisor and Proud Mother
Introduction of  Members of  Congress, State Legislators, and King County Councilmembers
Presentation of  the legislative priorities
Opportunities for legislators to share their thoughts and priorities

AGENDA

AVAILABLE RESOURCES AT THE FORUM 

Family Room: First floor, near hotel registration desk - A smaller space to watch the forum,
with toys and snacks. Caregivers need to stay with their children. 

Quiet Room: Second floor, use elevator - This room has dimmed lights, couches, chairs, and
minimal noise. You will not be able to see or hear the forum. 

Our Story, Our Celebration Mural & Selfie Wall: First floor - You are invited to help us create
a mural that celebrates life and honors those we’ve lost this year. 

King County Elections Table: Ballroom - King County is seeking feedback from the disability
community on their experience voting.

English

SURVEY

QR code: Please share your feedback on this year’s legislative forum.



2026 Developmental Disabilities and Delays 

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Preserve, Protect & Strengthen Access to Core Services
People with developmental delays and intellectual and/or developmental disabilities (I/DD) in King
County and their families and caregivers have identified that services must be sustainable and
promote equity, inclusion, and belonging. These priorities for the State Legislature center the critical
needs of  individuals with I/DD, including those who are Black, Indigenous, and People of  Color, while
responding to the unique current federal context as well as state fiscal limitations.

Protect Medicaid and safety net services,
including for people with I/DD. 

Preserve care for infants and young
children, especially those with I/DD who
already face the greatest barriers to
accessing health services. 

Protect Employment and Community
Inclusion services that allow people with
I/DD to live, work, and belong in their
communities. This includes maintaining
and protecting existing funding streams,
and continuing to ensure Home and
Community-Based Services Waivers are
available for all students with I/DD
leaving high school.

Maintain access to safe, accessible, and
affordable housing and wraparound
services, including investments in
operations, supportive services, and
repairs to existing buildings. 
 
Invest in culturally rooted and
linguistically responsive services by
expanding interpretation, translation,
and cultural navigation. Protect the
rights of immigrant and refugee
communities to access these services. 

Preserve and strengthen behavioral
health crisis services and treatment,
including for people with I/DD, by
investing in the behavioral health
workforce.

More information is available on our website, www.kingcounty.gov/disabilities-forum


