
Memo 
To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members 
From: McCaela Daffern, Affordable Housing Committee Manager  
cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team 
Date: November 1, 2024 
Re: Draft AHC 2025 State Legislative Priorities  

Summary 

At the November 7, 2024 Affordable Housing Committee (AHC or Committee) meeting, AHC staff will 
brief the Committee on the draft AHC 2025 State Legislative Priorities. Committee members will 
have 15 minutes to ask questions and provide feedback. This report summarizes the approach for 
developing the draft priorities and a timeline for adoption. See Exhibit 1 for the draft 2025 AHC State 
Legislative Priorities. See Exhibit 2 for the legislative priorities of other housing-related organizations. 

Summary of Priorities 

The AHC’s 2024 work plan states that the AHC will support state and federal affordable housing 
solutions. At the October 3, 2024 AHC meeting, the Chair announced that the AHC would consider 
draft state legislative priorities at its next meeting. She also informed the Committee of AHC staff 
plans to delay adoption of federal legislative priorities to a time when the AHC has sufficient time to 
deliberate and the outlook for federal housing policy is clearer. 

In consultation with the Housing Interjurisdictional Team and consistent with potential King County 
priorities, staff developed draft state legislative priorities that: 

1. support implementation of housing goals and policies articulated in the King County 
Countywide Planning Policies and local comprehensive plans; 

2. align with the AHC’s Shared Principles to Guide Future Affordable Housing Revenue 
Decisions in King County; and 

3. resurface certain 2024 AHC State Legislative Priorities that did not pass. 

The proposed priorities detailed in Exhibit 1 are grouped under four categories: 
1. Provide for the stability of affordable housing, housing providers, and residents. 
2. Preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing. 
3. Help jurisdictions implement the housing policies in their comprehensive plans. 
4. Strengthen renter rights and protections. 

This fall, AHC staff monitored state policy priorities under consideration by other housing-related 
organizations. Currently, South King Housing and Homelessness Partners is the only organization 
with published 2025 state legislative priorities, as shown in Exhibit 2. 

Next Steps and Timeline 

AHC staff will incorporate AHC feedback into a revised draft for consideration and possible adoption 
by the Committee at their December 5, 2024 meeting.

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/workplans/2024-ahc-work-plan.pdf?rev=3eb3514c51a74be289f69e2c51f8b2dd&hash=9FA70324EBD088764753A4964EF3DFB1
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/kc_2021_cpps_ord_19660_113021.pdf?rev=194224480ab14c61b76d89f03603b7eb&hash=0BAA96D98BEEDC6A1987DEF283C53C3D
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/kc_2021_cpps_ord_19660_113021.pdf?rev=194224480ab14c61b76d89f03603b7eb&hash=0BAA96D98BEEDC6A1987DEF283C53C3D
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/migrated/affordable-housing-committee/statements-issued-by-the-committee/ahc_shared_revenue_principles_.pdf?rev=a1fa4a992ed647ceb0a48a5ae09b5163&hash=55FFC618CD5204F6C556E32062C7E4DE
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/migrated/affordable-housing-committee/statements-issued-by-the-committee/ahc_shared_revenue_principles_.pdf?rev=a1fa4a992ed647ceb0a48a5ae09b5163&hash=55FFC618CD5204F6C556E32062C7E4DE
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/migrated/affordable-housing-committee/statements-issued-by-the-committee/ahc_shared_revenue_principles_.pdf?rev=a1fa4a992ed647ceb0a48a5ae09b5163&hash=55FFC618CD5204F6C556E32062C7E4DE
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/legislativeagendas/final-2024-state-legislative-priorities.pdf?rev=c27cc2902b094232901cd92cbd6553bf&hash=DC752611360C240E069DAC8777E9A7B6


Exhibit 1: Draft 2025 Affordable Housing Committee State Legislative Priorities 
 
DRAFT King County Affordable Housing Committee’s 

2025 State Legislative Priorities 
 
The King County Affordable Housing Committee of the Growth Management Planning Council 
recommends actions and assesses regional progress to advance affordable housing solutions. The 
Committee brings together nine elected officials from throughout King County with eight subject 
matter experts to ensure these solutions are equitable and effective. 

Our communities are working individually and collectively to provide a full range of affordable, 
accessible, healthy, and safe housing choices to every resident in King County. We’re deploying new 
affordable housing-related revenue options. We’re also overhauling our comprehensive plans and 
implementing housing policies to:  

• advance solutions that are tailored to meet the needs of households most impacted by the 
housing affordability crisis;  

• increase housing supply, particularly for households with the greatest needs; 
• increase affordable housing options near transit;  
• expand housing and neighborhood choice for all residents; and  
• help people remain stably housed in healthy and safe homes and communities that protect 

and promote resident health and well-being. 

The King County Affordable Housing Committee acknowledges the breadth of the affordable housing 
crisis, and that the County and the cities and towns within it cannot solve it on their own. The 
Washington State Legislature must play a significant role in preserving and maintaining existing 
affordable units, delivering new affordable units, and ensuring King County residents can stay in 
their homes with the support they need to thrive. 

Considering this, the Committee adopted these 2025 state legislative priorities, which call on the 
state government to fund and enact legislation to: 

1. provide for the stability of affordable housing, housing providers, and residents;  
2. preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing; 
3. help jurisdictions implement the housing policies in their comprehensive plans; and 
4. strengthen renter rights and protections.  

1. Provide for the stability of affordable housing, housing providers, and residents. 

a. Replace expiring or reduced operating funds to continue essential housing and 
homelessness services. 

b. Increase operations, maintenance, and services funding for permanent supportive housing to 
keep pace with rising costs. 

c. Sustain and strengthen mobile or on-site mental health and substance use disorder services 
and treatment at housing sites and increase Foundational Community Supports resources to 
promote stability for residents. 

 

 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dchs/human-social-services/housing-homeless-services/affordable-housing-committee/regional-affordable-housing-dashboard


2. Preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing. 

a. Increase and find a dedicated source of funding for the Housing Trust Fund, the state’s 
primary source of financial equity for developing and preserving affordable housing in 
Washington. This is a critical source of leverage for housing development in King County. 
Increased funding is critical to our region’s ability to repair and preserve aging affordable 
housing buildings. It can also help us expand and sustain affordable and permanent 
supportive housing options throughout King County, including: 

• housing affordable and accessible to people with disabilities and seniors to support 
aging in place; 

• affordable housing near planned and existing high capacity and frequent transit, 
including buildings with larger units for families; and 

• community-driven affordable housing.  

b. Create or authorize a new permanent funding source for affordable housing that minimizes 
disproportionate burden on low-income households to the greatest extent possible, keeps 
pace with rising capital and operating costs, and retains local flexibility to support uses 
including:  

• New and existing projects serving households below 50 percent of area median 
income, including permanent supportive housing and housing serving households 
below 30 percent area median income. 

• Projects with an affordable housing component that promote access to opportunity, 
prevent and mitigate displacement, and create wealth building opportunities for 
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities most disproportionately 
impacted by housing cost burden, including funding for: 

o capacity building for community organizations to develop community-driven 
projects, 

o land acquisition, 
o affordable homeownership, and 
o the non-housing project components that meet the needs identified by 

communities most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden. 

c. Exempt the construction and rehabilitation costs of publicly funded affordable housing 
developed by nonprofits and affordable to households with incomes at or below 80 percent 
of area median income from sales tax. 

d. Increase funding in the capital budget for the Connecting Housing to Infrastructure Program, 
which has awarded nearly $43 million in grants and deferred loans to support the 
development of more than 2,840 affordable homes throughout King County since 2021. 

3. Help jurisdictions implement the housing policies in their comprehensive plans. 

a. Fund Commerce to provide grants and technical assistance to jurisdictions to support 
effective and equitable implementation of comprehensive plan housing-related policies. 

4. Strengthen renter rights and protections. 

a. Maintain or expand the Housing and Essential Needs program to keep up with rising rents for 
the lowest income community members. 

b. Increase equitable opportunities for tenants to learn about and enforce their rights. 



c. Increase funding for legal assistance to help keep tenants housed. 

d. Ban discrimination against renters based on a prior criminal record. 

e. Protect tenants from excessive rent increases and related fees by strengthening statewide 
requirements for notice of residential rent increases. 



Exhibit 2: State Legislative Agendas of Other Housing Policy-Interested 
Organizations or Coalitions 

 

See next page for South King Housing and Homelessness Partners Legislative Priority flyer. 



South King Housing and
Homelessness Partners (SKHHP)

Auburn • Burien • Covington • Des Moines • Federal Way • Kent • Maple Valley • Normandy Park • Renton • Tukwila • King County

Who We Are
Formed in 2019 by an Interlocal 
Agreement, we are a collaboration 
between 11 South King County 
cities and King County united 
under the common goal to ensure 
the availability of housing for all 
income levels of residents in South 
King County. We achieve this 
through a focus on the production 
and preservation of affordable 
housing, partnership with public 
and private organizations, pooling 
and sharing resources, and 
advancing housing policies.

Purpose
Create a coordinated, 
comprehensive, and equitable 
approach to increasing housing 
stability, reducing homelessness, 
and producing and preserving 
quality affordable housing in South 
King County.

SKHHP Staff Contact
Executive Manager 
Claire Vanessa Goodwin 
Phone: 253.931.3042
cvgoodwin@skhhp.org

Program Coordinator 
Dorsol Plants
Phone: 253.804.5089
dplants@skhhp.org

For more info:
Scan QR Code � 
or visit skhhp.org

Legislative Priority
South King County is facing a growing affordable housing crisis. In order to address this 
crisis, we need to fund all aspects of affordable housing, including:
•	 Homeownership for moderate income households and below
•	 Preservation of naturally occurring affordable housing (NOAH)
•	 Land acquisition to secure permanent affordability
•	 Permanent supportive housing (PSH)
•	 Infrastructure around affordable housing developments
•	 Workforce housing

Our Communities
•	 Residents in South King County face rising housing costs and decreasing affordable 

supply in ways not found elsewhere in King County.1
•	 SKHHP member cities are under intense pressure to support their residents’ ability to 

remain in the community.
•	 55% of SKHHP city residents identify as persons of color.2

•	 SKHHP member cities’ average household income is 30% lower than King County’s 
($113,542 vs $161,206).3

•	 South King County residents have the lowest life expectancy in King County,  
with Auburn-South being the lowest expectancy at birth.4

Housing Capital Fund
SKHHP member cities pool funds to support the production and preservation of affordable 
housing in South King County through the SKHHP Housing Capital Fund. Funding supports 
the needs of low-income households earning up to 60% of area median income. Funding 
priorities include projects that advance racial equity, geographic equity, and economic 
opportunity. To date, SKHHP has supported projects with 550 units of affordable housing in 
South King County and over $11 million has been pooled. 

Executive Board
SKHHP is governed by a joint board, referred to as the Executive Board, created by an 
Interlocal Agreement. Each SKHHP partner jurisdiction appoints an elected official or 
administrator to serve as their representative to guide the work of SKHHP staff. The 
Executive Board sets SKHHP’s workplan and budget and makes final recommendations on 
Housing Capital Fund projects.

Community Advisory Board
An advisory board made up of members of the community and local housing 
organizations provides guidance to the Executive Board and informs the selection of 
Housing Capital Fund projects. The Advisory Board ensures representation of South King 
County’s diverse communities within SKHHP’s work.

1	 Puget Sound Regional Council: Regional Housing Strategy 2022 Monitoring Report (p. 31)
2	 2021 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates: P1 - Race
3	 Calculated the weighted average household income of SKHHP member cities using total number of households
           by city and average household income by city as published in the 2021 ACS: S1901 – Income in the Past 12 Months
4	 King County Community Health Needs Assessment 2024/2025 (p. 62)

https://skhhp.org/
https://www.psrc.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/reg-housing-strategy-monitoring-rpt-2022.pdf
https://data.census.gov/table?q=p1&g=160XX00US5303180%2C5308850%2C5315290%2C5317635%2C5323515%2C5335415%2C5343150%2C5349415%2C5357745%2C5362288%2C5372625
https://data.census.gov/table/ACSST1Y2022.S1901?g=160XX00US5303180,5308850,5315290,5317635,5323515,5335415,5343150,5349415,5357745,5362288,5372625
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/reports/chna/2024-2025-hhc-chna-report.pdf?rev=16eefb81f44545a18a11af7ff36fd7e5&hash=CEBE6BD27F3E1E332E92D2DC7F5B05B3
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