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Memo 
To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members 
From: Rebeccah Maskin, Demographic Planner 
cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team 
Date: March 28, 2025 
Re: Housing Growth Target Reconciliation 

Introduction 

At the April 3 Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) meeting, Growth Management Planning Council 
(GMPC) staff will brief members on GMPC’s consideration of the cities of Carnation and 
Snoqualmie’s requests to amend their housing growth targets and associated housing need through 
a process called “reconciliation.”  

At its March 26, 2025 meeting, GMPC acted on GMPC Motion 25-1 to recommend amendments to 
growth targets and housing need in the Countywide Panning Policies to the King County Council. 
Staff will answer any AHC member questions about the reconciliation process and GMPC action. 

Background 

Growth targets are policy statements about the number of housing units and jobs each urban 
jurisdiction is planning for within their comprehensive plan. The Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) 
related to growth targets were amended in 2021 and 2022 to adopt targets for the 2024 
comprehensive plan periodic update and to update and clarify how jurisdictions plan for their growth 
targets.  

Coordination among jurisdictions in developing and planning for growth targets is essential to 
achieving shared countywide and regional planning goals. In the spirt of countywide coordination, 
CPP DP-13(c) was amended in 2021 to allow GMPC to create a process to amend growth targets 
after the periodic plan update, reconciling them with plan growth assumptions to ensure consistency 
between plans and the CPPs. The policy states: 

DP-13  The Growth Management Planning Council shall:… 

c) Create a coordinated countywide process to reconcile and set growth targets that 
implements the Regional Growth Strategy through countywide shares of regional housing 
and job growth, countywide shares of statewide housing needs, allocations to Regional 
Geographies, and individual jurisdictional growth targets.   

 
Throughout 2024, GMPC dutifully followed policy DP-13(c) in creating a coordinated process to 
consider Carnation and Snoqualmie’s reconciliation requests. Table 1 below summarizes the cities’ 
requests. Additional policy context and background was presented in the AHC’s October staff report. 

 

 

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/growthmanagement/gmpc-2025/mar26/5a_gmpc_motion25-1_and_attachments_target_reconciliation_032625.pdf?rev=2ee86a8b1c6349b781f1146567d02f1b&hash=109AC61B93A44AE17489324BCFFE90FA
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/cpps/kc_2021_cpps_ord_19660_113021.pdf?rev=dc68c4a4ea67465c8c79de0869fcb867&hash=A3EB1B05E22148F999802F018F0827B3
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/2024-10-03/ahcreconciliationstaffreport20240927.pdf?rev=df25df38fc40496fbb3548dccf6829a6&hash=CE069709ACF05B75388EF69F99282723
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Table 1 | Growth Target Reconciliation Requests 

City Adopted 
Housing 

Growth Target 

Requested 
Housing 

Growth Target 

Difference 

Carnation 799 350 -449 
Snoqualmie 1,500 719 -781 

 
 
At its December 2024 meeting, after considering multiple reconciliation scenarios alongside AHC 
and staff feedback, GMPC directed its staff to prepare a motion that recommends amendments to 
the growth targets and housing need for Carnation and Snoqualmie, and presents a “hybrid option” 
that creates an opportunity for another jurisdiction to voluntarily increase housing targets and need 
in the reconciled amount, if the proposal is consistent with regional policy and GMPC reconciliation 
guiding principles.  

Growth Target Reconciliation and Housing Need 

Implementing growth target reconciliation necessitates amending housing need commensurate with 
growth target changes, while being careful to maintain consistency with the other standards that 
shape the housing need allocation, such as Commerce’s minimum standards for allocation and the 
AHC’s key principles.1 GMPC further directed that a potential reconciliation not significantly affect 
the quantity of units affordable to households earning 80 percent or less than area median income 
(AMI) that urban King County has agreed to accommodate within the adopted housing need. 

In support of the recommendation to amend growth targets, AHC and GMPC staff crafted a 
methodology that balanced the principles of the growth targets-housing need relationship, 
maintaining King County jurisdictions’ collective commitment to accommodating housing needs, 
specifically where needs were greatest, while reducing growth targets and countywide housing need 
overall to reflect the requested growth target reductions. The recommended amendments preserve 
99.8 percent of the housing need for households below 80 percent of AMI.  

What’s Next 

The CPP amendments recommended in GMPC Motion 25-1 will be transmitted to the King County 
Council for consideration and potential adoption. Should adoption occur, the CPP amendments 
would be sent to the cities and towns in King County for ratification, per the provisions of CPP FW-1. 
No further action on this topic is planned unless a jurisdiction takes advantage of the motion’s 
“hybrid option.”  
 
In 2026, GMPC will receive reporting on notable growth-target and capacity related findings from 
jurisdictions’ adopted comprehensive plans. 
 
 

 
1 AHC key principles included 1) Increase housing choices for low- and moderate-income households in areas 
with fewer affordable options currently; 2) Promote a more equitable distribution of housing choices across all 
jurisdictions; and 3) Align with the Growth Management Act, Regional Growth Strategy, Countywide Planning 
Policies, and Commerce’s minimum countywide need allocation standards.  

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/growthmanagement/gmpc-2025/mar26/5a_gmpc_motion25-1_and_attachments_target_reconciliation_032625.pdf?rev=2ee86a8b1c6349b781f1146567d02f1b&hash=109AC61B93A44AE17489324BCFFE90FA
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