Memo

To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members
From: Isaac Organista, Senior Housing Policy Analyst

cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team

Date: August 29, 2025

Re: Preliminary Draft 2026 2026 State Legislative Priorities

Briefing Purpose

At the September 4, 2025 Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) meeting, King County staff will brief
members on Preliminary Draft 2026 AHC State Legislative Priorities (see Exhibit A). AHC members
will have time to ask questions. This report summarizes the approach for developing the draft
priorities and a timeline for adoption.

Background

The AHC's states that the AHC will draw on economic and housing data trends
and/or policy shifts to develop and adopt AHC’s 2026 State Legislative Priorities.

Summary of Priorities

In consultation with the Housing Interjurisdictional Team and consistent with potential King County
priorities, staff developed draft policies that:

1. resurface certain that did not pass;

2. simplify 2025 policy language to improve readability; and

3. support implementation of housing goals and
policies.

The draft priorities, detailed in Exhibit A, are grouped under four outcomes:
1. Grow and stabilize capital resources for affordable housing.
2. Increase and sustain operating resources for affordable and supportive housing projects.
3. Maximize opportunities for King County residents to live in a home they can afford in the
community of their choice.
4. Maintain and deepen housing stability for renters.

Next Steps and Timeline

AHC members will have an opportunity to provide feedback and propose amendments to this draft at
the October 2, 2025 AHC meeting, with possible AHC action to adopt on November 6, 2025. Once
adopted, the AHC Chair will email the priorities to the state legislative delegation representing King
County communities and AHC staff will post them on the AHC


https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/workplans/2025-affordable-housing-committee-work-plan.pdf?rev=d8c8445239a24c14868f7d4fb69fd6a0&hash=A7240B10EC32E5626619FFB02255B28F
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/legislativeagendas/final-2025-ahc-state-legislative-priorities.pdf?rev=95fda433d46242568d26d98e2769d41e&hash=2DF44B921ED00DD21191B6363972541B
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/cpps/kingcountycpps-ord-19880_update.pdf?rev=2af02e15e54146ec93db8798244d6411&hash=00D49E350C6D4D384F5C030AE2424193
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dchs/human-social-services/housing-homeless-services/affordable-housing-committee/regional-affordable-housing-dashboard

Exhibit A
King County Affordable Housing Committee’s

PRELIMINARY DRAFT 2026 State Legislative Priorities

The King County of the Growth Management Planning Council
recommends actions and assesses regional progress to advance affordable housing solutions. The
Committee brings together elected officials and subject matter experts from throughout King County
to ensure these solutions are equitable and effective. The Committee acknowledges the scale of the
affordable housing crisis. The organizations and jurisdictions the Committee represents are working
individually and collectively to provide a full range of affordable, accessible, healthy, and safe
housing choices to every resident in King County. King County and the cities and towns within it
cannot solve this crisis on their own. The Committee’s adopted 2026 State Legislative Priorities call
on the state government to rise to the challenge and enact legislation to help us continue to advance
affordable housing solutions across King County.

1. Grow and stabilize capital resources for affordable housing.

a. Create or authorize a fund source for affordable housing development and preservation that
minimizes disproportionate burden on low-income households to the greatest extent possible
and prepares for federal funding cuts.

b. Continue to increase Housing Trust Fund investments, including support for repairs and
rehabilitation of existing affordable housing buildings, and to continue to open more housing.
Explore creation of a dedicated source of funding to support the Housing Trust Fund.

c. Continue to fund the Connecting Housing to Infrastructure Program, which increases the
viability of affordable homes by reducing the cost of infrastructure associated with the
development of affordable housing.

d. Provide capital funding for the creation of non-housing uses within affordable housing
projects that serve low-income residents and the broader community.

2. Increase and sustain operating resources for affordable and supportive housing projects.

a. Maintain Consolidated Homeless Grant funds at current levels and mitigate continued
decreased local document recording fee collections, pandemic-linked federal funding that is
ending, and other expiring funding sources to support housing projects for people who need
supportive services.

b. Restore operating, maintenance, and services funds for permanent supportive housing units
developed through Apple Health and Homes to the degree possible to prevent delays or
closures.

c. Increase the flexibility of existing revenue tools used to fund affordable housing, including
permitting House Bill 1406 revenue to be used for operations and maintenance costs for
both new and existing affordable or supportive housing and House Bill 1590 revenue to be
used for operations and maintenance costs for both new and existing units of affordable
housing and facilities where housing-related programs are provided.


https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dchs/human-social-services/housing-homeless-services/affordable-housing-committee

d.

Bring care to people where they are. Invest in skilled, high intensity behavioral health care
and supportive services tailored for people living in permanent supportive housing and
people experiencing homelessness.

3. Maximize opportunities for King County residents to live in a home they can afford in the
community of their choice.

a.

Create inclusive communities by expanding the locations where permanent supportive
housing, transitional housing, emergency housing, or emergency shelter can be constructed,
by reducing siting barriers.

Support policies that expand access to land for affordable housing and prevent land
speculation.

4. Maintain and deepen housing stability for renters.

a.

Maintain the Housing and Essential Needs program to keep up with rising rents for the
lowest income community members.

Maintain funding for legal assistance to help keep tenants housed.
Ban discrimination against renters based on a prior criminal record.
Limit Social Security Number requirements for prospective renters.

Increase equitable opportunities for tenants to learn about and enforce their rights.
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