King County Affordable Housing Committee Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October 2, 2025 | 2:00 P.M. - 3:30 P.M.

Location: Teams Meeting

Call to Order and Roll Call

Members Member Alternates Present

Present
Affordable Housing Committee Chair King Absent
County Councilmember Claudia Balducci
Affordable Housing Cor_nmﬁtee Vice Chair Absent | Jazmine Smith, Futurewise
Alex Brennan, Futurewise
Saghar Amini, Habitat for Humanity X
Seattle-King and Kittitas Counties
King County Councilmember Jorge L. N
Baron
Jane Broom, Microsoft Philanthropies Absent
Allison Butcher, Master Builders
Association of King and Snohomish X
Counties
Kelly Coughlin, SnoValley Chamber of N
Commerce
Mara D’Angelo, Sound Transit Absent
Kirkland Councilmember Amy Falcone on X
behalf of Sound Cities Association
Kenmore Mayor Nigel Herbig on behalf of N
Sound Cities Association
Seattle Councilmember Debora Juarez Absent
Sunaree Marshall, King County
Department of Community and Human N
Services, on behalf of King County
Executive Dow Constantine
Renton Councilmember Ryan Mclrvin on N
behalf of Sound Cities Association
Wash|_ng_ton Multifamily Housing Absent
Association
Bellevue Mayor Lynne Robinson on behalf X
of Sound Cities Association
Robin Walls, King County Housing N
Authority
Maiko Winkler-Chin, Seattle Office of X
Housing, on behalf of Mayor Bruce Harrell

City of Shoreline Councilmember Annette
X Ademasu on behalf of Sound Cities
Association
N Maple Valley Deputy Mayor Dana Parnello

on behalf of Sound Cities Association




North Bend Councilmember Christina
X Rustik on behalf of Sound Cities
Association

Issaquah Council President Walsh on

Absent | penaif of Sound Cities Association

Absent | Seattle Councilmember Solomon

Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) member Department of Community and Human
Services Housing and Community Development Division Director Sunaree Marshall
welcomed Committee members and called the meeting to order.
Sunaree informed the AHC that they needed to elect a Chair Pro Tem to preside over the
meeting due to the absence of both the Chair and Vice Chair.
Kenmore Mayor Nigel Herbig moved to elect Sunaree as Chair Pro Tem.
Shoreline Councilmember Annette Ademasu seconded the motion.
The AHC unanimously voted to elect Sunaree as Chair Pro Tem.
AHC Manager McCaela Daffern called the roll and confirmed quorum.
Chair Pro Tem Marshall reviewed the meeting agenda which covered:
o revisions to the Draft AHC 2026 State Legislative Priorities;
o an introduction and AHC member input on the Draft AHC 2026 Work Plan;
o updates on the Draft Housing-focused Comprehensive Plan Review Program; and
o updates on the recommended charter amendments and member appointments
recommended to the GMPC.

Action Item: Approve September 4, 2025 Meeting Minutes

e Futurewise Director of Local Advocacy Jazmine Smith moved to approve the September
4, 2025 meeting minutes.

e King County Councilmember Jorge L. Baron seconded the motion.

e The AHC passed the motion to approve the September 4, 2025 meeting minutes.

e Habitat for Humanity Government Relations Manager Saghar Amini abstained from the
vote.

e Seattle Office of Housing Director Maiko Winkler-Chin and King County Housing Authority
President Robin Walls arrived late to the meeting and did not vote.

Discussion: Amendments to Draft 2026 AHC Legislative Priorities

Chair Pro Tem Marshall provided an overview of the legislative priority adoption process and
invited King County Senior Housing Analyst Isaac Organista to brief the AHC.
Isaac presented on the timeline to adopt the AHC’s legislative priorities and what members
can expect after adoption.
Chair Pro Tem Marshall invited Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties
(MBAKS) Senior Analyst Allison Butcher to present her proposed amendment.
Allison proposed an amendment as a new policy, emphasizing that funding alone cannot
resolve King County’s housing crisis:

o “3.c Support policies that lower barriers to housing of all types to increase supply and

address King County’s housing shortage.”

Bellevue Mayor Lynne Robinson expressed strong support for the amendment.




King County Councilmember Bardn expressed appreciation and support for the amendment.
He shared King County Council had received reports that the greatest unmet housing needs
were among O to 30 percent area median income (AMI) households and questioned if
Allison’'s amendment would address those needs.

o Allison shared that she was speaking from the perspective of a market rate developer
and did not have direct experience in affordable housing development. She added
that market rate production can free up units at the lower end of the income
spectrum, as higher income households move out of otherwise affordable units in
search of higher quality housing.

= Chair Pro Tem Marshall shared that legislative priority 3.a would expand
locations for emergency shelters, transitional housing, emergency housing,
and permanent supportive housing, which would serve households making O
to 30 percent of AMI.
Maple Valley Deputy Mayor Dana Parnello observed elected officials and planners struggled
to understand the impacts of policies and regulations and expressed appreciation for the
amendment.

o Allison thanked Deputy Mayor Parnello and shared that the regulatory barriers
that affect MBAKS members also affect affordable housing developers. The spirit
of the amendment was to lower barriers for all types of housing production.

Saghar noted that many building costs—borne by market rate and affordable housing
developers—were influenced by local factors and asked if MBAKS was engaged in work which
would be complimentary to the amendment.

o Allison shared that MBAKS state legislative agenda included permitting and
subdivision process improvements and requested legislation to establish clear and
objective development standards.

Shoreline Councilmember Ademasu noted that many jurisdictions have lowered barriers to
housing production. However, recent King County research and media coverage suggest that
high-AMI counties haven’t seen prices decline as expected. She also observed that
affordable housing is more expensive than market rate housing and wondered if King County
should consider alternatives to AMI.

o Chair Pro Tem Marshall recalled that Jesse Warren shared in his September 2, 2025
AHC briefing that the Washington State Department of Commerce explored this and
ultimately did not recommend using an alternative. She noted that many affordable
housing providers are charging what they think renters could afford rather than the
maximum rent allowed.

Bellevue Mayor Robinson shared the amendment was an inclusive response to the problem.
Chair Pro Tem Marshall thanked members for their support and directed staff to incorporate
the amendment into a revised draft for consideration at the next AHC meeting. She then
called for further amendments.

King County Councilmember Barén noted that the County and other jurisdictions were
developing their own legislative agendas and asked if AHC staff collaborated with them.

o McCaela explained that the draft was shared with King County Executive Government
Relations staff but was unsure if it was shared with the King County Council’s
Government Relations staff. She shared that the meeting packet included a crosswalk
analysis between the AHC's priorities and the priorities of other housing-focused
organizations. She shared that the AHC Chair will email the priorities to the state



legislative delegation once adopted, noting legislators appreciated receiving the AHC’s
legislative priorities.
Chair Pro Tem Marshall reminded members they could propose amendments at the
November 6, 2025 AHC meeting.

Discussion: Draft 2026 AHC Work Plan

Chair Pro Tem Marshall noted that the AHC develops a work plan each year, with 2026
efforts guided by its new strategic direction and charter amendments. She invited McCaela to
brief present the draft work plan.

McCaela briefed the AHC on the process to develop and adopt the work plan and the
proposed goals, activities, and meeting schedule.

Chair Pro Tem Marshall opened the floor for discussion.

Maple Valley Deputy Mayor Parnello noted, in response to goal one, that King County staff
should explore creative solutions to affordable housing crises employed around the world,
considering housing is a global issue.

o McCaela suggested Vice Chair Alex Brennan could assist with this, as he had recently
attended many conferences about land use and housing abundance.

King County Councilmember Barén expressed a need to spread awareness about the
challenges faced by King County to fund affordable housing, citing a presentation Chair Pro
Tem Marshall recently gave on behalf of the Department of Community and Human Services
to the King County Council Health, Housing, and Human Services Committee.

o Chair Pro Tem Marshall shared that King County intended to release a countywide
housing needs assessment that discusses funding needed to meet housing needs
below 80 percent of AMI very soon.

Allison Butcher expressed appreciation for the decision to hold fewer meetings in 2026.

Chair Pro Tem Marshall reminded McCaela that AHC staff should consider King County
Councilmember Baron’s comment and build funding outlook touchpoints into the AHC work
plan, including insights on federal actions are impacting the availability of affordable housing
funding locally and then summarized the AHC discussion.

Briefing: Housing-focused Draft Comprehensive Plan Review Updates

Chair Pro Tem Marshall invited McCaela to brief members on the AHC’s Housing-focused
Draft Comprehensive Plan Review Program and recent Growth Management Hearings Board
(GMHB) appeal activities.

McCaela announced that Carson Hartmann accepted the Senior Housing Policy Analyst
position. She shared that the AHC will consider and potentially approve a draft comment
letter for the City of Carnation om November 6. She then reviewed relevant findings from
recent Growth Management Hearings Board (GMHB) decisions affecting Mercer Island and
Kitsap County, noting the rulings could have implications for the AHC and jurisdictions who
have not adopted their periodic comprehensive plan updates. She committed to keeping AHC
members informed of relevant developments.

Briefing: Status of AHC Recommended Actions to the GMPC

Chair Pro Tem Marshall invited McCaela to brief them on AHC charter amendments and
member appointments recommended to the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC).



e McCaela shared that the GMPC considered a draft motion to approve the AHC-recommended
charter amendments on September 17, 2025 with no changes and potential GMPC adoption
scheduled for November 19, 2025. She passed along praise for the AHC’s work from GMPC
member Redmond City Councilmember Melissa Stuart.

e McCaela shared that the GMPC concurred with the recommended member appointments
and appointment letters will be issued in the fall of 2025.

Briefing: Status of AHC Recommended Actions to the GMPC

e Chair Pro Tem Marshall thanked staff and AHC members for their participation. She shared
that the AHC will potentially take action to approve a comment letter for Carnation and adopt
a work plan and state legislative priorities at its next meeting on November 6, 2025 meeting.
e Chair Pro Tem Marshall adjourned the meeting.



