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Memo 
To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members 
From: Carson Hartmann, Senior Housing Planner 
cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team 
Date: July 2, 2026 
Re: Draft Housing-focused Comprehensive Plan Review Program Updates 

In Brief 

In lieu of a briefing, staff are providing Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) members with a written 
update on the City of Snoqualmie’s intent to submit to the Housing-focused Draft Comprehensive 
Plan Review Program. In preparation for upcoming plan review action, this report also provides an 
overview of an overview of program. 

Background 

In 2023, King County adopted, and the cities and towns ratified, amendments to the 2021 
Countywide Planning Policies (CPP), establishing the Housing-focused Draft Comprehensive Plan 
Review Program.12 The AHC conducts this review on behalf of the Growth Management Planning 
Council (GMPC). 

According to CPP H-26, the AHC’s review is intended to:  

• offer early guidance and assistance to jurisdictions on alignment with the CPP Housing 
Chapter; 

• ensure plans address all Housing Chapter goals, policies, and include required analyses;  
• evaluate the meaningfulness of plans’ responses to CPPs, where meaningful responses can 

be reasonably expected to achieve a material, positive change in the jurisdiction’s ability to 
meet housing needs; and 

• collect implementation details to inform future monitoring and evaluation throughout the 
planning period. 

The AHC uses established plan review standards to guide review of submitted comprehensive plans 
and materials.3  

 
1 King County. (August 15, 2023). 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies. (Ordinance 19660). [link] 
2 CPP H-26 directs the Growth Management Planning Council or its designee to conduct a housing-focused 
review of all King County jurisdiction’s draft periodic comprehensive plan updates for alignment with the CPP 
Housing Chapter goals and policies prior to plan adoption and provide comments. [link] 
3 Growth Management Planning Council. (March 22, 2023). GMPC Motion 23-2. Attachment A: Housing-
Focused Comprehensive Plan Review Standards. [link] 

https://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=12241080&GUID=24CFA43C-4D70-42BF-8300-241467E2C4F3
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/kc_2021_cpps_ord_19660_113021.pdf?rev=194224480ab14c61b76d89f03603b7eb&hash=0BAA96D98BEEDC6A1987DEF283C53C3D
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/regional-planning/growthmanagement/gmpc-2023/mar22-gmpc/5b_gmpc-motion-23-2_planstandards_and_accountabilityframework_032223.pdf?rev=a869d558c0ed48679d50733a3c315983&hash=35116F865791BF1AEF08436BF4FDF2C8
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Since June of 2023, the AHC has reviewed and commented on 36 King County jurisdictions’ 
comprehensive plans.4 The AHC has not reviewed the periodic comprehensive plan updates for 
Mercer Island, Snoqualmie, Pacific, and Yarrow Point. 

AHC Review of the City of Snoqualmie’s Comprehensive Plan 

In May 2026, the City of Snoqualmie staff informed AHC staff of the City’s intent to resubmit to the 
AHC’s Housing-focused Draft Comprehensive Plan Review Program in July or August 2026. 
Snoqualmie originally submitted their draft comprehensive plan for AHC review on August 26, 2024, 
but elected to defer review pending the outcome of a reconciliation request to reduce their housing 
growth targets and shares of countywide housing need.5 Snoqualmie subsequently adopted its 
comprehensive plan periodic update on December 9, 2024.6  

need.7 In 2025, King County Council adopted and the cities and towns ratified, CPP amendments 
adopting reconciled growth targets and housing needs for Snoqualmie.8 Snoqualmie must now 
amend its comprehensive plan to be consistent with these new housing growth targets and housing 
needs.9 

What’s Next 

Once the City of Snoqualmie submits to the Housing-focused Draft Comprehensive Plan Review 
Program, staff will review their comprehensive plan and related materials and prepare a comment 
letter outlining areas of strong alignment with the CPP Housing Chapter and recommended actions 
needed for consistency with the CPPs. Depending on the timing of the City’s submission, AHC staff 
anticipate presenting the draft letter to the AHC for consideration at either the September 9, 2026 or 
November 5, 2026 meeting. 

 
4 All approved AHC comment letters are posted on the AHC website. [link] 
5 Affordable Housing Committee. (December 13, 2024). Reconciliation Letter to the City of Snoqualmie. [link] 
6 City of Snoqualmie. (December 9, 2024). Snoqualmie 2044: City of Snoqualmie Comprehensive Plan. 
(Ordinance 1302). [link] 
7 Reconciliation Letter to the City of Snoqualmie (December 13, 2024) [link] 
8 King County. (July 1, 2025). 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies. (Ordinance 19946). [link] 
9 9 King County. 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies, amended July 1, 2025 (Ordinance 19946). 
[link] 

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dchs/human-social-services/housing-homeless-services/affordable-housing-committee
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-reconciliation-lettersnoqualmiefinal20241213.pdf?rev=ece081ae35fb4837a82111eed2777486&hash=AEE268BA99EFE498E5022BE673AD83EB
https://www.snoqualmiewa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/43930/Snoqualmie-2044-Comprehensive-Plan-Adopted
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/ahccompplanreview/ahc-plan-review-reconciliation-lettersnoqualmiefinal20241213.pdf?rev=ece081ae35fb4837a82111eed2777486&hash=AEE268BA99EFE498E5022BE673AD83EB
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/regional-planning/growthmanagement/gmpc-2025/nov19/gmpc_motion_25-3_paa-targets_11192025_signed.pdf?rev=c0910aea10d8420cabe9e24737b3e1b7&hash=8E20A2787B8549AFFA58DF0AA1D64828
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/local-services/permits/regional-planning/growthmanagement/gmpc-2025/nov19/gmpc_motion_25-3_paa-targets_11192025_signed.pdf?rev=c0910aea10d8420cabe9e24737b3e1b7&hash=8E20A2787B8549AFFA58DF0AA1D64828
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