Memo

To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members

From: McCaela Daffern, Regional Affordable Housing Planning Manager

cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team

Date: July 2, 2026

Re: Recommended AHC Organizational Representatives for AHC Consideration
In Brief

At the July 6, 2026 Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) meeting, the AHC will consider and possibly
recommend two new AHC members for appointment by the GMPC. To prepare for the meeting, AHC
members should review the proposed organizational representative appointments and the
accompanying Committee roster (see Exhibit 1) and consider whether, if appointed, the resulting
AHC would collectively provide the subject matter expertise needed to carry out the AHC's work.

Charter Requirements for Filling Vacancies

The AHC is composed of 18 members. Nine are elected officials or their designee from King County,
Seattle, and Sound Cities Association. Nine are individuals representing organizations that work on
housing-related issues and/or serve communities most disproportionately impacted by housing cost
burden in King County.

King County, Seattle, and Sound Cities Association recommend their members for appointment by
the GMPC. The AHC recommends organizational representatives and ensures the slate provides the
collective expertise needed to carry out the AHC’s work. When a member is unable to complete their
term, their organization may suggest a replacement for AHC consideration.

Current Vacancies

There are two long-standing organizational representative vacancies on the AHC. In addition, Sahar
Amini, with Habitat for Humanity of Seattle-King & Kittitas Couties member, is unable to complete
her term. Allison Butcher, a longstanding member with Master Builders Association of King and
Snohomish Counties (MBAKS), omitted in last year’s appointment cycle, was appointed by the
County Executive in May. As a result, the AHC does not need to recommend this member. King
County, City of Seattle, and Sound Cities Association have already recommended their new members
for GMPC appointment.

! Affordable Housing Committee. (November 19, 2025). The Affordable Housing Committee of the King County
Growth Management Planning Council Charter. [link]


https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/meetingsandmembership/ahc-charter-2025.pdf?rev=3e58eafa0a7d44c09236e8ff19db00e9&hash=69AFBA3DB082E8F07E9D6CF849C3B86E

AHC Input on Needed Areas of Expertise

At the May 7 2026 meeting, the AHC provided input on what expertise staff should prioritize when
recruiting members to fill the two organizational representative vacancies. Based on future work to
implement the Countywide Planning Policies Housing Chapter monitoring and reporting work, as well
as the assessment of shortfalls and adjustment process, staff recommend recruiting new members
that collectively:

e are engaged in efforts to increase available revenue to support the development and
operations of new and existing affordable housing; and
e can speak to the housing needs of extremely low income households.

AHC members affirmed these areas of expertise and offered additional perspectives, suggesting
organizational representatives:

e from A Regional Collation for Housing (ARCH) and South King Housing and Homeless
Partners (SKHHP), who could offer a subregional perspective;

o from Commerce, who could offer state-level funding and Growth Management Act housing
planning expertise;

e with experience removing and assisting jurisdictions with removing non-revenue barriers to
affordable housing;

e with expertise addressing infrastructure gaps;

e knowledgeable about transportation impacts related to growth; and

e with experience designing public or private financing strategies.?

Existing Expertise on the AHC

Most of these areas are already represented on the AHC:

e King County and Sound Cities Association AHC members are members of ARCH and SKHHP;

o MBAKS advocates for barrier removal and maintains a toolkit of code updates and process
improvements for local jurisdictions;

e MBAKS and elected official members have experience delivering and maintaining housing-
related infrastructure;

e Sound Transit serves on the AHC; the SnoValley Chamber of Commerce AHC member serves
on the South-East Area Legislative Transportation, and several members serve on other
transportation-related boards and committees;

e Seattle’s Office of Housing, King County Department of Community and Human Services
Housing and Community Development Division, and King County Housing Authority members
have extensive experience in affordable housing finance and innovation.

Commerce expertise is not currently represented, though AHC staff meet monthly with Commerce
and PSRC.

2 Affordable Housing Committee. (May 1, 2026). AHC Membership Update and Organizational Representative
Recruitment Staff Report. [link]


https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/2026/may-7-2026/ahc-membership-update.pdf?rev=a88c2c7dffcd46cf93dc181670066e41&hash=05230339D04F5608144A3993E5EBEEAB

Expanding Membership

At the May 7, 2026 AHC meeting, in response to the broad range of expertise suggested by
members, the AHC Chair requested that staff explore the feasibility of expanding membership or
adding non-voting seats. Staff determined that expanding membership would require amendments
to the AHC charter. Charter amendments typically take six to twelve months to complete and require
AHC and GMPC review over three or four meetings. Given this lengthy process, staff recommend
prioritizing other needed areas of expertise in future rounds of recruitment. At the next opportunity
for charter amendments, the AHC may consider expanding membership and/or create non-voting
seats.

Recommended AHC Organizational Representatives

Staff have been actively recruiting a candidate with expertise related to the housing needs of
extremely low-income households. Recruitment has progressed, but staff were unable to finalize a
recommendation prior to publication of this report. As a result, one organizational representative will
remain open while staff continue outreach and at a future meeting with a recommendation.

At this time, staff recommend filling the remaining two vacancies. At the July 9, 2026 AHC meeting,
members will consider the following organizational representatives for GMPC appointment, as
recommended by either AHC staff or Habitat for Humanity Seattle-King & Kittitas Counties.
Collectively, these members offer extensive expertise in advocating for additional revenue to support
the development and operations of affordable housing and advocating for the needs of those who
develop and buy affordable homes.

Patience Malaba, Executive Director, Housing Development Consortium of King County

As Executive Director, Patience leads the association in a shared effort to increase access to
affordable housing. She is recognized for her leadership in addressing the intersecting crises of
affordable housing, racial equity, and climate change and is the 2020 Bullitt Foundation
Environmental Fellowship awardee. A commitment to environmental and economic justice and her
passion for an equitable society led her directly to the affordable housing sector. Prior to this role,
she served as Housing Development Consortium’s Director of Government Relations and Policy.

Previous positions include work with Seattle for Everyone, a broad coalition that was central to the
success of Seattle’s Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda, Futurewise, and the Services
Employees International Union Local 6. Patience co-chairs the Eastside Housing Roundtable, co-
chairs Puget Sound Regional Council’s Regional Transit Oriented Development Advisory Committee,
and serves on the PSRC Growth Management Policy Board.

She serves on the board of directors of the Transportation Choices Coalition and is a member of
Sound Communities. Her appointments include the City of Seattle’s Redistricting Commission and
Washington State Department of Commerce Homeownership Disparities Workgroup. Patience holds
a Master of Public Administration from Seattle University, an Organizational Leadership Certificate
from George Mason University, and a BA in International Development from Lupane State University
in Zimbabwe.



Aliesha Ruiz, Advocacy and Policy Manager, Habitat for Humanity Seattle-King & Kittitas Counties

Aliesha is the Advocacy and Policy Manager for Habitat for Humanity Seattle-King & Kittitas
Counties, where she focuses on expanding housing opportunities across Seattle and East King
County. With more than 15 years of experience in policy and advocacy, she brings a rare perspective
shaped by work in both market-rate and affordable housing, most recently serving as the Seattle
Lobbyist for the Master Builders Association.

Her work spans housing, land use, and community development. She has partnered with community
members, stakeholders, and elected officials to advance policies that create stronger, more
connected communities. While working for the Office of the New Mexico Attorney General earlier in
her career, she gained valuable legal and public-interest policy perspectives that continue to shape
her work today.

Outside of work, Aliesha volunteers as a baby cuddler in the NICU, bringing the same warmth and
dedication to her community that defines her professional life.

Next Steps

Should the AHC vote to recommend these members for appointment, they will serve provisionally on
the AHC until the GMPC appoints them. GMPC action on the full slate of new members is scheduled
for September 16, 2026. Following their appointment, the GMPC Chair will send the new members
an appointment letter.



Exhibit 1: Proposed Affordable Housing Committee Composition

As you review the composition below, please consider whether this slate collectively provides the
collective subject matter expertise needed to carry out the Committee’s work.

King County

1. Claudia Balducci, King County Councilmember (Committee Chair)

2. Jelani Jackson, King County Department of Community and Human Services Housing and
Community Development Acting Director, on behalf of King County Executive Girmay Zahilay

3. Teresa Mosqueda, King County Councilmember

Seattle

1. Andréa Akita, Seattle Office of Housing Interim Director, on behalf of Seattle Mayor Katie
Wilson
2. Dionne Foster, Seattle City Councilmember

Assigned Alternate
e Joy Hollingsworth, Seattle City Council President

Sound Cities Association

1. Amy Falcone, Kirkland City Councilmember
2. Nigel Herbig, Kenmore Mayor

3. Dana Parnello, Maple Valley Deputy Mayor
4. Lindsey Walsh, Issaquah Councilmember

Assigned Alternates

e Annette Ademasu, Shoreline City Councilmember
e Christina Rustik, North Bend City Councilmember
e Hugo Garcia, Burien Deputy Mayor

e Claire Sumadiwirya, Bellevue City Councilmember

Housing-Related and Community-Serving Organizations

1. Alex Brennan, Executive Director, Futurewise (Committee Vice Chair)

2. Jane Broom, Senior Director, Microsoft Philanthropies

3. Allison Butcher, Senior Policy Analyst, Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish
Counties

4. Kelly Coughlin, Chief Executive Officer, SnoValley Chamber of Commerce

5. Mara D’Angelo, Acting Director, Community Development Office, Sound Transit

6. Robin Walls, President & Chief Executive Officer, King County Housing Authority

7. Aliesha Ruiz, Advocacy & Policy Manager, Habitat for Humanity Seattle-King & Kittitas
Counties*

8. Patience Malaba, Executive Director, Housing Development Consortium of King County*

9. Vacant

*Proposed organizational appointment
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