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Memo 
To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members 
From: McCaela Daffern, Housing Planning Manager 
cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team 
Date: May 1, 2026 
Re: AHC Membership Update and Organizational Representative Recruitment Staff Report 

In Brief 

At the May 7, 2026 Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) meeting, staff will brief members on the 
status of returning member appointments, newly recommended members, and proposed areas of 
expertise to prioritize when recruiting new organizational representatives. Members will be asked to 
provide input on whether these expertise areas align with the AHC’s needs. 

Exhibit 1 reflects the current 2026 AHC roster, including continuing and newly recommended 
members, assigned alternates, and the two organizational representative vacancies. 

Background  

According to the AHC charter, the committee consists of 18 members: 

• Three King County members: the County Executive (or designee) and two King County 
Councilmembers; 

• Four Sound Cities Association Councilmembers/Mayors; 

• Two City of Seattle members: the Seattle Mayor (or designee) and one Seattle City 
Councilmember; and 

• Nine individuals representing organizations that work on housing-related issues and/or serve 
communities most disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden in King County.1 

All members are appointed by the GMPC every odd numbered year and serve two-year terms. King 
County, Sound Cities Association, and the City of Seattle recommend their own members, while the 
AHC recommends organizational representatives based on collective expertise needed to carry out 
the Committee’s work. To develop these recommendations, AHC staff solicit AHC input on what 
expertise is needed and then present the AHC with a prospective slate for consideration. 

If a member is unable to complete their term, a represented organization may suggest a 
replacement for consideration by the AHC for the remainder of the term. 

Members serve in a provisional capacity on the AHC pending the outcome of their appointment.  

 
1 Affordable Housing Committee Charter (2025 November 19).  [link] 

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/meetingsandmembership/ahc-charter-2025.pdf?rev=3e58eafa0a7d44c09236e8ff19db00e9&hash=69AFBA3DB082E8F07E9D6CF849C3B86E
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Appointing Continuing Members 

In 2025, the AHC recommended and the GMPC concurred with the appointment of 15 members to a 
two-year, 2025-2026 term.2 Since that time, six members resigned. Appointment letters from the 
GMPC Chair are in process for the following returning members: 

1. Councilmember Claudia Balducci, King County (Chair) 

2. Alex Brennan, Futurewise (Vice Chair) 

3. Saghar Amini, Habitat for Humanity Seattle–King and Kittitas Counties 

4. Jane Broom, Microsoft Philanthropies 

5. Kelly Coughlin, SnoValley Chamber of Commerce 

6. Mara D’Angelo, Sound Transit 

7. Amy Falcone, Kirkland Councilmember, Sound Cities Association 

8. Nigel Herbig, Kenmore Mayor, Sound Cities Association 

9. Robin Walls, King County Housing Authority 

Appointing New Members 

Since GMPC concurrence in 2025, King County, Seattle, and Sound Cities Association have 
recommended new members. The following members will be included the membership slate for 
GMPC appointment at their September 16, 2026 meeting. 

1. Andréa Akita, Seattle Office of Housing Interim Director (on behalf of Mayor Katie Wilson) 

2. Dionne Foster, Seattle Councilmember 

3. Jelani Jackson, King County Department of Community and Human Services Housing and 
Community Development Interim Director (on behalf of Executive Girmay Zahilay) 

4. Teresa Mosqueda, King County Councilmember 

5. Dana Parnello, Maple Valley Deputy Mayor, Sound Cities Association 

6. Lindsey Walsh, Issaquah Councilmember, Sound Cities Association 

Filling Vacancies 

Consistent with the recently amended charter, the Committee recommends organizational 
representatives and is responsible for ensuring the recommended slate provides the collective 
subject matter expertise needed to carry out the AHC’s work. There are currently two vacancies. 

Staff also realized that Allison Butcher from the Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish 
Counties—an organization that has served on the AHC since its founding in 2019—was mistakenly 
excluded from the GMPC-approved slate in 2025. As a result, the AHC will need to recommend her 
appointment when approving the slate of new organizational representatives. 

 
2 Growth Management Planning Council (2025 September 17) Affordable Housing Committee Updates Staff 
Report. [link] 
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In addition, Habitat for Humanity Seattle-King & Kittitas Counties Advocacy and Policy Manager 
Saghar Amini will be departing from Habitat and the AHC in July 2026 to continue her education. Per 
the charter, Habitat may recommend a replacement. AHC staff will inform the AHC of Habitat’s 
recommended replacement at the July 9, 2026 AHC meeting. 

Collectively, the expertise reflected among the current organizational representatives include: 

• Affordable homeownership development 

• Affordable rental housing development and operations 

• Philanthropic investment priorities of a major employer 

• Understanding of small-business workforce needs, local economic conditions, and the 
impacts of housing affordability on community and employer stability 

• Affordable transit-oriented development 

• Experience supporting implementation of land use policies that further housing affordability 
and forming coalitions to advance these efforts  

Based on future work to implement the Countywide Planning Policies Housing Chapter monitoring 
and reporting work, as well as the assessment of shortfalls and adjustment process, staff 
recommend recruiting new members that collectively: 

• are engaged in efforts to increase available revenue to support the development and 
operations of new and existing affordable housing; and  

• can speak to the housing needs of extremely low income households.  

At the meeting, AHC members will provide input to staff on whether these are the appropriate 
expertise gaps to prioritize during recruitment. 

Next Steps 

At the July 9, 2026 AHC meeting, staff will present a prospective slate of four organizational 
representatives to fill the vacancies and correct the prior omission. The AHC may then recommend that 
slate for appointment to the GMPC at its September 16, 2027 meeting. 
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Exhibit 1: King County Affordable Housing Committee Roster 

King County Affordable Housing Committee 
2026 Membership 

King County 
1. Claudia Balducci, King County Councilmember (Committee Chair) 
2. Jelani Jackson, King County Department of Community and Human Services Housing and 

Community Development Interim Director, on behalf of King County Executive Girmay Zahilay) 
3. Teresa Mosqueda, King County Councilmember 

Seattle 
1. Andréa Akita, Seattle Office of Housing Interim Director, on behalf of Seattle Mayor Katie 

Wilson 
2. Dionne Foster, Seattle City Councilmember 

Assigned Alternate 
• Joy Hollingsworth, Seattle City Council President 

Sound Cities Association 
1. Amy Falcone, Kirkland City Councilmember 
2. Nigel Herbig, Kenmore Mayor 
3. Dana Parnello, Maple Valley Deputy Mayor 
4. Lindsey Walsh, Issaquah Councilmember 

Assigned Alternates 
• Annette Ademasu, Shoreline City Councilmember 
• Christina Rustik, North Bend City Councilmember 
• Hugo Garcia, Burien Deputy Mayor 
• Claire Sumadiwirya, Bellevue City Councilmember 

Housing-Related and Community-Serving Organizations 
1. Alex Brennan, Executive Director, Futurewise (Committee Vice Chair) 
2. Saghar Amini, Advocacy & Policy Manager, Habitat for Humanity Seattle–King & Kittitas 

Counties 
3. Jane Broom, Senior Director, Microsoft Philanthropies 
4. Allison Butcher, Senior Policy Analyst, Master Builders Association of King & Snohomish 

Counties 
5. Kelly Coughlin, Chief Executive Officer, SnoValley Chamber of Commerce 
6. Mara D’Angelo, Acting Director, Community Development Office, Sound Transit 
7. Robin Walls, President & Chief Executive Officer, King County Housing Authority 
8. Vacant 
9. Vacant 
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