Memo

To: King County Affordable Housing Committee Members
From: Isaac Organista, Senior Housing Policy Analyst

cc: Housing Interjurisdictional Team

Date: May 1, 2026

Re: 2026 AHC State Legislative Priorities Outcomes

In Brief

In lieu of a briefing, King County staff are providing Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) members
with a written update on key housing-related outcomes from the 2026 Washington State Legislative
Session. This report aligns with the AHC’s adopted 2026 Work Plan and Meeting Schedule. Exhibit 1
summarizes legislation that aligns with the AHC’s adopted .

Overall, the Legislature maintained key affordable housing investments, made small preparations to
offset federal funding reductions, increased flexibility of existing funding tools that help local
jurisdictions support affordable housing development and preservation, and advanced policies that
increase supply and broaden where housing and shelter can be built. They added targeted
investments to improve housing stability and updated state policy to make it easier to produce,
preserve, and site affordable housing across more communities.

Several bills aligned with AHC priorities did not advance. Collectively, these proposals would have
expanded local revenue authority for affordable housing, broadened property tax exemptions for
nonprofit community uses, and limited large corporate or investment entities from purchasing
additional single-family homes to reduce speculative pressures.

Other AHC priorities not addressed this session included funding for non-housing community spaces
in affordable housing, restoring Apple Health and Homes operation funding, expanding behavioral
health and supportive services, and advancing tenant protections related to criminal record
discrimination, Social Security number requirements, and access to tenant rights information.

What’s Next

At the September 2, 2026 meeting, King County staff will present draft 2027 State Legislative
Priorities for AHC consideration. These draft priorities will reflect items that did not advance this
session and emerging needs King County may support next year. Members will have an opportunity
to discuss and propose amendments, setting the stage for the committee to refine and adopt its
2027 priorities at the November 5, 2026 meeting.


https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dchs/housing/affordable-housing-committee/legislativeagendas/adopted-2026-ahc-state-legislative-priorities.pdf?rev=1e02e47a4c5c4ce6b6f60b735517955b&hash=0BCB8524A75419435635860A12D1D330

Exhibit 1. 2026 Washington State Legislative Session Outcomes

AHC 2026 Legislative Priority Related Bills
Bill # Description Outcome
1. Grow and stabilize capital resources for affordable housing.

a. Create or authorize a fund source for affordable Expands Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) 4 (affordable Did not
housing development and preservation that housing REET) to all jurisdictions pass
minimizes disproportionate burden on low-
income households to the greatest extent
possible and prepares for federal funding cuts.

b. Continue to increase Housing Trust Fund 2026-2027 Supplemental Capital Budget Passed
investments, including support for repairs and e +$123M in Housing Trust Fund (HTF)
rehapllltatlon of eX|st|.ng affordable housing e -$57M in HTF - Apple Health and Homes
bqu!ngs, and to contlpue to open.more . e +$50M in HTF - Multifamily rental projects
housing. Explore creation of a dedicated funding . . .
source to support the Housing Trust Fund. e +$40M in HTF - Affordable housing preservation

e +$5M in HTF - Repair and risk mitigation

c. Continue to fund the Connecting Housing to CHIP funding maintained in the 2026-2027 Supplemental Passed
Infrastructure Program, which increases the Capital Budget
viability of affordable homes by reducing the
cost of infrastructure associated with the
development of affordable housing.

d. Provide capital funding for the creation of non- - No legislative action -
housing uses within affordable housing projects
that serve low-income residents and the broader
community.

2. Increase and sustain operating resources for affordable and supportive housing projects.
a. Maintain Consolidated Homeless Grant funds at 2026-2027 Supplemental Operating Budget Passed

current levels and mitigate continued decreased
local document recording fee collections,
pandemic-linked federal funding that is ending,

e CHG funding maintained

e Includes $15M as contingency funding for Continuum
of Care


https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1867&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6003&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6003&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5998&Year=2025&Initiative=false

AHC 2026 Legislative Priority Related Bills
Bill # Description Outcome
and other expiring funding sources to support
housing projects for people who need supportive
services.

b. Restore operating, maintenance, and services - No legislative action -
funds for permanent supportive housing units
developed through Apple Health and Homes to
the degree possible to prevent delays or
closures.

c. Increase the flexibility of existing revenue tools Expands allowable use of revenue generated from HB Passed
used to fund affordable housing, including 1406 and HB 1590 to include existing units
permitting House Bill 1406 revenue to be used Expands allowable use of revenue generated from HB Passed

for operations and maintenance costs for both 1406 and HB 1590 to include existing units
new and existing affordable or supportive

housing and House Bill 1590 revenue to be
used for operations and maintenance costs for
both new and existing units of affordable
housing and facilities where housing-related
programs are provided.

d. Bring care to people where they are. Invest in - No legislative action -
skilled, high intensity behavioral health care and
supportive services tailored for people living in
permanent supportive housing and people
experiencing homelessness.

3. Maximize opportunities for King County residents to live in a home they can afford in the community of their choice.

a. Create inclusive communities by expanding the Requires local jurisdiction to allow: Passed
locations where permanent supportive housing, e transitional and permanent supportive housing in any
transitional housing, emergency housing, or area where residential units or hotels are allowed; and

emergency shelter can be constructed, by

_ ' - _ e shelters and emergency housing in any area in which
reducing siting barriers.

hotels are allowed.
Outlines regulations allowed for shelters and emergency


https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6027&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2442&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2266&Year=2025&Initiative=false

AHC 2026 Legislative Priority Related Bills

Bill # Description Outcome
housing.
b. Support policies that expand access to land for Requires local jurisdictions to provide a density bonus for  Passed

affordable housing and prevent land affordable housing on properties owned by religious

speculation. organizations
Allows local jurisdictions to establish an entity as a land Passed
bank authority
Limits an investment or business entity with an interestin  Did not
more than 100 single-family residential properties from pass
purchasing or acquiring more homes
Prohibits local jurisdictions from excluding residential Passed

uses in areas zoned for commercial or mixed-use

development (exceptions apply)

Expands tax exemptions given to unoccupied property Did not
planned to be used for affordable housing to include pass
properties used for "character building or rehabilitative

social services" and "child day care center, libraries,

hospitals, etc."

c. Support policies that lower barriers to housing of Allows local jurisdictions to establish a local sales tax Did not
all types to increase supply and address King remittance program for affordable housing pass
County’s housing shortage. For factory built housing and commercial structures, adds  Passed

inspection options to include "qualified inspection agency"

and clarifies applicable codes (international and uniform)

Expands the small condo warranty alternative to include Passed
stacked flats up to four residential floors

4. Maintain and deepen housing stability for renters.

a. Maintain the Housing and Essential Needs HEN funding maintained in the 2026-2027 Supplemental Passed
program to keep up with rising rents for the Capital Budget
lowest income community members.

b. Maintain funding for legal assistance to help +$3M to the Office of Civil Legal Aid for tenant right to Passed

counsel in the 2026-2027 Supplemental Operating


https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1859&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1974&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5496&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6026&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6256&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1717&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2151&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2304&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5998&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5998&Year=2025&Initiative=false

AHC 2026 Legislative Priority Related Bills

Bill # Description Outcome
keep tenants housed. Budget
c. Prevent discrimination against tenants based on - No legislative action -
prior criminal record.
d. Limit Social Security Number requirements for - No legislative action -
prospective renters.
e. Increase equitable opportunities for tenants to - No legislative action -

learn about and enforce their rights.




	To:
	From:
	cc:
	Date:
	Re:
	In Brief
	What’s Next
	Related Bills
	AHC 2026 Legislative Priority
	Outcome
	Description
	Bill #

