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Classification Specification
	

	
	2611100

	
	COMMERCIAL APPRAISER I



Class Summary
The responsibilities of this classification include performing field data analysis and determining value on commercial real property for tax assessment purposes.

Distinguishing Characteristics
This is the first level within a two-level Commercial Appraiser series.  This classification is distinguished from the Commercial Appraiser II in that incumbents working at this level perform assessments to determine the value of commercial real properties.  Incumbents working at the Commercial Appraiser I level are not responsible for performing appraisals of specialty commercial properties and using a trended investment cost approach.  This classification differs from the Residential Appraiser series in that the Commercial Appraisers are responsible for capitalizing income into value.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Ensure consistency and equality of appraisals.

2. Prepare and defend appraisals before the King County Board of Equalization and the Washington State Board of Tax Appeals and represent the County in a court of law as required.

3. Research and use market, cost and income capitalization techniques.

4. Inspect property to be valued and determine usability; determine availability and type of utilities and roads to property and ascertain quality of workmanship and materials on improvements.

5. Explain assessment procedures to taxpayers, attorneys, accountants and agents or representatives.

6. Analyze sales data for valid representation of market value.

7. Study building permits and office records to obtain information regarding factors that affect value; apply information to determine value.

8. Perform a variety of technical appraising functions.

9. Perform other duties as assigned. 

Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Knowledge of appraisal techniques, relevant laws, rules and Property Tax Bulletins, including requirements of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice affecting real property appraisals
Knowledge of building construction methods and inspection techniques
Skill in determining the highest and best use
Skill in reading and interpreting building blueprints, maps and legal descriptions
Skill in analyzing sales and appraisal data for valid representation of market value and for making accurate mass appraisal decisions in a timely manner
Skill in using personal computer programs and applications
Skill in establishing and maintaining effective working relationships with fellow workers, the public and professional agents
Skill in analyzing appraisal data
Skill in oral and written communication
Skill in performing college-level mathematical calculations
Skill in preparing and maintaining work and office reports and records
Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements
Possession of or ability to obtain a Washington State Driver’s License
Possession of State of Washington Real Property Appraiser accreditation or the ability to obtain accreditation within six (6) months of hiring
Additional licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.
	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Levels within same series
	Commercial Appraiser I and II
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