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Classification Specification
	

	
	3430101

	
	FORENSIC AUTOPSY TECHNICIAN TRAINEE



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include learning various forensic autopsy technician tasks to develop skills required to perform duties of a Forensic Autopsy Technician under the direction of the Medical Examiner’s Office (MEO) staff.  The incumbent will learn, practice and assist with preparing bodies for autopsy to determine cause and manner of death using photography, evidence collection, radiographic and autopsy procedures.
Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the first level within a three-level Forensic Autopsy Technician classification series. The incumbents in this trainee classification will spend their time predominantly with MEO staff to learn medical forensic terminology as used in autopsy processes, basic procedures for preparing bodies for autopsy, hygiene and infection control.  Incumbents in this classification will also learn techniques and protocols used in death scene investigations by observing and practicing technical procedures for autopsies, including clinical procedures and the use of tools and protocols used by MEO staff.  
Examples of Duties  
In a learning capacity, and under direct supervision: 

1. Assist pathologists in opening, eviscerating and closing bodies and collecting toxicological samples during autopsies.

2. Perform photographic documentation of bodies, wounds and associated evidentiary aspects.

3. Operate and maintain digital photographic equipment.

4. Clean and prepare bodies for autopsy and subsequent release to funeral homes.

5. Collect and maintain chain of evidence from autopsy to release to appropriate investigating agency.

6. Perform custodial maintenance for autopsy room, storage areas and coolers. Wash and dry laundry used in autopsies.

7. Determine X-ray placement and composition and take full body, dental and fluoroscopy X-rays.

8. Prepare, secure and store sample tissue for future reference by pathologist. Deliver toxicology and histology samples to external laboratories for processing and label and distribute slides to pathologist. 

9. Maintain automated systems, enter and extract data to prepare paperwork for autopsies.

10. Assist or perform procedures required for identification of remains.

11. Assist in field investigations as needed.
12. Perform other duties as assigned.
Knowledge/Skills
Basic knowledge of medical terminology, anatomy and physiology

Basic knowledge of appropriate procedures for handling contaminated or infectious specimens or bodies
Knowledge of universal biohazard standards, blood/airborne pathogens and universal precautions for personnel safety
Knowledge of the operation of standard office equipment that may include personal computer, automated systems, copier, fax machines and telephone

Skill in working as an effective team member

Skill in time management, organization and attention to detail 
Skill in problem solving
Skill in handling a number of tasks simultaneously

Skill in following written directions and protocols

Skill in handling the psychological effect of death for a spectrum of individuals in the community

Skill in maintaining confidentiality and integrity of information

Skill in handling stress associated with work duties

Skill in handling crisis and emergency situations

Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements

Valid driver’s license

Enrollment in a Washington State university or college full time or working on their thesis for graduation. 

Must complete first phase of the King County Medical Examiners Intern Program with a final score of 3.30 or equivalent. 

Must pass a security clearance and/or background check.

Must pass a pre-employment physical. 
Must be able to lift and maneuver human remains weighing up to 175 lbs.  
Additional licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.
	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Service Status
	Short Term Temporary

	Levels within same series
	Forensic Autopsy Technician Trainee, Forensic Autopsy Technician  and Forensic Autopsy Technician - Lead

	Class History
	Created    April 2011
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