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Classification Specification
	

	
	5319100

	
	PLUMBING INSPECTOR



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include inspecting residential and commercial plumbing and gas piping installations for compliance with codes and ordinances and/or performing plumbing and gas piping plans review independently at the journey level with only general review from their immediate supervisor.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the first level in a two-level classification series. Incumbents in the Senior Plumbing Inspector classification establish daily workload for Plumbing Inspectors as well as perform complex plumbing and gas piping inspections or review complex plumbing system design plans, such as alternative engineered or water reuse systems, and ensure compliance with codes, laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations.

Examples of Duties

When performing inspections:

1. Inspect all residential and commercial plumbing and gas piping installations for compliance with various codes and ordinances.  Prepare and maintain records of inspections, corrections, and approval.

2. Inspect plumbing and gas installations, mechanical installations, venting, and location of chimney linings. Perform cross-connection inspection.

3. Review approved plans. Consult with superintendents, contractors, architects, and the public to solve installation problems.

4. Interpret applicable codes, laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations for contractors and property owners. Advise those performing sanitarian work about special problems in nursing homes, hospitals, and restaurants.

5. Investigate public complaints regarding unsanitary, illegal, and hazardous plumbing or gas piping installations. Determine if a code violation has occurred; post plumbing and gas ordinance violation notices and coordinate with supervision.

6. Attend applicable meetings and seminars to maintain required certification and advance knowledge and skill level consistent with changes in the industry and governing regulations.
7. Provide support to the plans examination process by reviewing plans and applications for conformance with applicable codes and regulations. 

8. Perform other duties as assigned.

When reviewing plans:

1. Review application submittals, perform analysis of plumbing and gas piping design, interpret and apply codes and regulations, and review/evaluate proposals for methods of installation.

2. Explain codes and regulations and research, and resolve and answer questions from the public and design professionals.  

3. Provide support to the plumbing inspection process by performing on-site inspections during the construction phase.

4. Attend applicable meetings and seminars to maintain knowledge and skill levels consistent with changes in the industry and governing regulations, and to maintain required certification.

5. Perform other duties as assigned.

Knowledge/Skills 
Knowledge of plumbing and mechanical trade and construction practices

Knowledge of plumbing and mechanical codes and regulations

Knowledge of occupational safety hazards and precautions

Oral and written communications skills

Skill in reading and interpreting blueprints and drawings

Skill in using drawing plans and isometric drawings

Skill in coordinating with contractors, engineers, plumbers, architects, and homeowners on code and code interpretation, and material and installation standards for plumbing and gas piping
Ability to effectively engage in and sustain relationships with people from diverse cultures and socio-economic backgrounds

Ability to work independently and as a team member
Demonstrated proficiency with business applications, such as Microsoft Office suite
Education and Experience Requirements

Any combination of education and experience that clearly demonstrates the ability to perform the job duties of the position 

Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements

Washington State driver’s license or the ability to obtain one prior to the end of the 6-month probationary period
Washington State commercial (PL01) journeyman plumber certification, residential (PL02) plumber certification, or a letter from Washington State Labor and industries, verifying the approval to perform the Washington State commercial (PL01) plumber certification or residential (PL02) plumber certification exam. The incumbent will perform and pass the exam prior to the end of the 6-month probationary period
IAPMO Plumbing Inspector certificate or obtain an IAPMO Plumbing Inspector certification prior to the end of the 6-month probationary period
Additional licenses, certifications, and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required
	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Service Status
	Career Service

	EEO Code
	7

	Levels within same series
	Plumbing Inspector, Senior Plumbing Inspector

	Class History
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