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Classification Specification
	

	
	3213100

	
	PUBLIC HEALTH DENTAL DIRECTOR



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include providing consultation and direct dental care and leadership/clinical practice oversight of dental clinical and preventive services for all dental programs and clinics that are part of Seattle/King County Department of Public Health.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is a single-level classification. The Public Health Dental Director classification is distinguished from the Dentist classification in that the Public Health Dental Director is responsible for providing leadership and clinical practice oversight for dental clinical and preventive services provided by Public Health. The Dentist’s primary responsibilities are to provide clinical dental care to clients. 
Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Develop, review, revise and implement clinical practice guidelines and procedures for Public Health clinical dental services.
2. Provide dental practice oversight for dental care operations in five Community Health Services clinics as well as Jail Health dental clinics; assure availability of after hours call systems for dental clinics.

3. Organize and facilitate clinical dental staff development activities.
4. Review clinical practice by developing, participating in and overseeing dental record audits, peer review and other practice review activities.
5. Provide dental care for clients; document all medications, evaluations, diagnoses, treatments, outcomes, referrals and consultations; consult as necessary with other health care providers on treatment options and procedures.

6. Represent and advocate for Public Health dentists in both internal and external arenas, including the University of Washington School of Dentistry; participate in negotiation of partnership contracts and agreements as needed.
7. Develop and maintain systems for recruiting, hiring, credentialing and evaluating dentists; clinically supervise public health dentists; train staff on dental services objectives, policies and/or procedures.
8. Ensure that all dental clinics are operating in accordance with Public Health Seattle & King County procedures and policies and that all applicable State and Federal regulations are followed; oversee critical incident reviews and other dental-practice aspects of risk management.
9. Participate in and/or lead various department-wide committees including Public Health Professional Practice Committee, Quality Assurance/Improvement Committee, and Credentialing Committee; convene regularly scheduled dentist staff meetings.
10. Provide dental practice expertise with regard to Department billing procedures and policies.

11. Facilitate and coordinate dental student and resident training opportunities and placements in the Department; assure that appropriate contracts are in place to address liability, student health and placement issues.
12. Perform other duties as assigned.
Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Advanced knowledge of dental procedures, diagnostic and treatment planning techniques and principles, and supplies and dental materials
Knowledge of the regulations, laws and standards relating to dental practice, including Occupational Safety and Health Administration and Washington Industrial Safety and Health Act and inspection control guidelines

Knowledge of management principles and practices

Knowledge of supervisory techniques and principles

Knowledge of behavior management techniques and principles

Knowledge of Dental Public Health practices and principles

Advanced communication skills (oral and written) 

Conflict resolution skills

Analytical and problem-solving skills
Quality assurance/improvement skills

Skill in developing and implementing policies and procedures related to dental practice and clinical services

Skill in using hand- and motor-driven dental instruments and equipment

Skill in working with diverse populations
Skill maintaining effective working relationships with community groups and health/social service partners

Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements

Washington State license to practice dentistry
	FLSA Designation
	Exempt (Administrative)

	Levels within same series
	None
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