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Classification Specification
	

	
	7513600

	
	SOCIAL RESEARCH SCIENTIST



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include performing professional, independent, highly skilled data analysis work by collecting, analyzing, interpreting and presenting qualitative health data, and planning, conducting and evaluating major research or data analysis projects. The work may include supervising work of assigned staff.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is a single-level classification. It is distinguished from the Epidemiologist II classification in that the incumbent is independently responsible for planning and conducting original health studies or research projects using primarily qualitative social science methods, whereas incumbents in the Epidemiologist II classification use primarily quantitative epidemiological and statistical methods. 

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Design and develop qualitative methodology for health studies and/or public health data collection systems.

2. Analyze and interpret qualitative health data which may include text, audio and visual data using qualitative analytic software.

3. Provide technical supervision of assigned staff involved in data collection and management.

4. Identify potential funding sources and prepare major grant proposals, alone or in collaboration with other researchers and/or agencies.

5. Act as a liaison with other agencies on collaborations for disease surveillance, control and prevention.

6. Design qualitative data management systems; develop and oversee data collection methodology which may include ethnographic interviews, focus groups, key informant interviews, community group interviews, audiotape or videotape recordings or other qualitative methods.

7. Provide technical consultation to departmental staff on qualitative research methodology and design.  

8. Oversee study and program operations; coordinate research efforts with departmental staff and investigators in other agencies; ensure compliance with human-subjects protocols for research projects.
9. Communicate with and make presentations to public health professionals, health care providers, community organizations and the public on study results and proposed research projects.
10. Prepare reports, presentations and scientific papers; participate in conferences, meetings and seminars.

11. Consult with health care planners and public health officials to assist in policy development, planning for future service needs, and the development of interventions based on research findings.

12. Perform other duties as assigned.

Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Advanced knowledge of a social or health science (e.g. medical anthropology, public health epidemiology, medical sociology, social work) or closely related public health field that is equivalent to a master’s or higher degree
Advanced knowledge of applied qualitative research methods and techniques, and demonstrated skill in preparing, conducting and analyzing results of qualitative data sets

Knowledge of the characteristics of communities, populations and demographic principles
Knowledge of epidemiological and ethnographic principles and methods

Knowledge of public health intervention techniques and principles

Basic knowledge of epidemiological, biostatistical and quantitative analysis principles and methods

Basic knowledge of human resource management techniques and principles

Advanced qualitative analytical and interpretative skills
Skill and demonstrated proficiency in using spreadsheets, qualitative analytic software, PowerPoint and MS Office

Skill and demonstrated expertise in data/knowledge retrieval via literature and web searches
Skill in supervising, including leadership, communication and decision-making skills
Skill in oral and written communications and demonstrated ability to oversee, write and present complex reports for technical and/or lay audiences
Skill in managing multiple tasks requiring attention to detail and demonstrated ability to respond to deadlines in a timely manner
Skill in translating public health or medical information in a clear and concise manner for non-technical audiences
Skill in preparing major grant proposals, scientific reports and publishable health literature
Skill collaborating with quantitative researchers and developing and executing multi-method research projects
Skill in following research protocols without compromising confidentiality of information
Skill in establishing and maintaining effective working relationships with a variety of individuals, including the public, elected officials and representatives of government agencies
Skill in working as a part of a multidisciplinary team and with the community
Licensing, Certifications and Other Requirements
Some licenses and/or certifications determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.
	FLSA Designation
	Exempt (Professional)  

	Levels within same series
	None
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