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Classification Specification
	

	
	3116100

	
	SOCIAL WORKER



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include providing professional social work services to specific target populations and other King County clients and their families. Incumbents provide direct counseling services and crisis intervention and also coordinate other public services and resources to meet client needs. Performance of duties may be autonomous and self-directed or delivered as part of an interdisciplinary team.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is a first level in a two-level classification series and is distinguished from the Mental Health Specialist by its public health focus and client advocacy. It is distinguished from the Social Services Specialist in its focus on psycho-social counseling rather than counseling clients in life skills.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Conduct comprehensive, culturally sensitive psycho-social assessments; develop plan of care and coordinate services with appropriate community resources; document interventions and maintain clear written records.

2. Provide counseling and crisis intervention service to individuals, couples and families.

3. Provide information and education about health/mental health issues to individual clients and to groups.

4. Provide social work consultation to community providers and public health staff as indicated.

5. Orient Seattle/King County Department of Public Health staff to social work role and develop strategies for improving services.

6. Maintain a broad working knowledge of community social and health care services.

7. Serve as liaison to and represent the Health Department within community groups.
8. Perform other duties as assigned.
Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Knowledge of professional social work principles, methodology and ethics
Knowledge of the use of therapeutic relationship to foster client self-determination
Knowledge of human psycho-social development within the context of the family, community and culture
Knowledge of brief therapy theories and techniques and understanding of therapeutic process
Knowledge of techniques for facilitating client motivation to change behavior problems
Knowledge of social welfare policy
Knowledge of health and social issues impacting client and community well being
Knowledge of systems theory
Skill in crisis intervention
Skill in client advocacy
Skill in oral and written communications
Skill in case management
Skill in group work therapy and practice
Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements

Washington State counselor registration
Washington State Driver’s License
Social work or counselor certification
Additional licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.

	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Levels within same series
	Social Worker and Social Worker - Senior
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