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LCR 40.1 Ex Parte and Probate Department 
 
This rule governs all matters presented to the Ex Parte and Probate Department and directs 
certain other matters elsewhere. 

    (a)… 
    (b) Motions and Other Procedures. 
        (1) Cases Not Assigned… 
    (L) Unlawful Detainer Actions.  The  
     (i) No Noncompliance Substantially Affecting the Health and Safety of Other 
Tenants.  Except in actions described in subparagraph (ii) below, orders to show cause, any 
agreed orders, and any orders that do not require notice, shall be presented without oral 
argument through the clerk’s office to the Ex Parte and Probate Department.  The moving party 
shall obtain the order to show cause first before filing the note for hearing.  The initial hearing on 
order to show cause shall be heard in person in the Ex Parte and Probate Department, provided 
that contested proceedings may be referred by the judicial officer to the clerk who will issue a 
trial date and a case schedule and will assign the case to a judge. 
     (ii) Noncompliance Substantially Affecting the Health and Safety of Other 
Tenants.  In an action where substantial noncompliance by the tenant with any portion of RCW 
59.18.130 or 59.18.140 is alleged to substantially affect the health and safety of other tenants, 
or substantially increase the hazards of fire or accident, as provided in RCW 59.18.180, and the 
allegations are supported by prima facia evidence, a motion for assignment of the case to a 
judge shall be submitted without oral argument to the Chief Civil Judge.  If the Chief Civil Judge 
grants the motion, the Chief Civil Judge will assign the case to a judge with a trial date.  Once 
assigned to a judge, the moving party shall present a motion to show cause to the assigned 
judge as required by LCR 7(b)(9), and the entire case is before that judge, including all other 
motions except as provided otherwise in these rules or by the court. 
   (M) Writs… 
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