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King County's Loop
Biosolids Program

• In operation for 40+ years

• Produce 355 tons Class B every 
day from 3 treatment plants

• Land applied to forestry and 
agriculture sites

• In compliance with EPA and WA 
Ecology regulations



What PCHB ruling?

• Jan 29, 2024: Pollution Control 
Hearings Board invalidated the 
2022 State General Biosolids 
Permit

• In response to appeal by Ed 
Kenney & Nisqually Delta Assn

• Ruling found Ecology failed to 
address PFAS, PBDEs, 
microplastics during SEPA 
review.



Ecology's response
• Ecology will not appeal PCHB decision

• Ecology will resolve issues and eventually 
reissue general permit

• Majority of biosolids facilities are eligible 
for continuing coverage under previous 
permit

• Ecology cannot approve new land 
application sites until new permit issued

• New facilities permitted under now-void 
permit could utilize ”agreed orders,” case 
by case



What does this 
mean for WTD?

• Can continue operations 
under the previous permit; no 
major impact anticipated

• Capacity at existing permitted 
land application sites to take 
all biosolids

• Will explore options for 
“agreed orders” coverage



Boulder Park
• 62 new sites were added under new permit

• Halted deliveries and applications to all new 
sites

• Biosolids have been land applied to approx. 
dozen sites

• Biosolids still waiting on land application at 4 
sites

• Considering pursuing agreed orders to allow 
these new sites

• Enough capacity to take WTD's & partner 
utilities’ biosolids using only pre-2020 sites



Compost pilot

• Was not permitted under now-
void 2022 permit

• Pursuing options for access 
orders



Questions?
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