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• What are Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs)?
• Overview of County’s CSO System
• King County and Seattle each manage their own CSO systems
• Overview of County’s CSO Long Term Control Plan and 

Consent Decree
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Presentation topics:



Separated sewer system
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• Separated sewer 
systems have separate 
pipes for sewage and 
stormwater.



• CSOs are relief points 
in older sewer systems 
that carry sewage and 
stormwater in the 
same pipe. 

• When heavy rains fill 
the pipes, CSOs protect 
homes and businesses 
by overflowing excess 
sewage and 
stormwater into local 
water bodies.
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What are Combined Sewer Overflows?



Why is CSO Control important?
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• CSOs are a recognized source of water 
pollution and public health concerns. 

• CSOs are regulated under the Federal 
Clean Water Act 

• Washington State requires the 
“greatest reasonable reduction of 
combined sewer overflows at the 
earliest possible date.” (RCW90.48.480)

• Outfalls must be controlled so that no 
more than one untreated discharge 
occurs per year on average.             
(WAC 173-245-20)
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King County and Seattle each 
manage their own CSO systems

• King County has 38 CSO outfalls
• Seattle has 82 CSO outfalls
• King County and Seattle 

are obligated to control their 
CSOs to meet the state 
standard of one untreated 
discharge per year on average



King County CSO Outfalls
• 38 CSO outfalls

• 17 controlled
• 10 monitoring /supplemental 

compliance
• 11 uncontrolled

As of 2022 CSO Annual Report (July 2023)

• Projects complete or 
underway for all but 2 outfalls
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• County’s Long-term Control Plan (LTCP) 
describes how the County will meet the 
state requirement of achieving the 
greatest reasonable reduction of CSOs at 
the earliest possible date.

• Seattle has their own plan to control 
their CSO outfalls. The agencies 
coordinate closely and determine where 
collaborations benefit both systems.
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King County CSO LTCP



• In 2013, King County and City of Seattle each signed a legal 
agreement with the state and federal governments to 
control all CSO outfalls.

• City to control by 2025
• County to control by 2030

• Both County and City are in negotiations to modify the 
agreements.
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CSO Consent Decrees



Questions?

Janice Johnson  Janice.johnson@kingcounty.gov
Faon O’Connor Faon.oconnor@kingcounty.gov
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