METROPOLITAN WATER POLLUTION ABATEMENT
MWPAAC | ADVISORY COMMITTEE

April General Meeting Summary

Microsoft Teams Wednesday, April 23, 2025 Start10 a.m.
Adjourned 12 p.m.
1. MWPAAC Chair’s Report — Gregg Cato, Rates and Finance
Subcommittee Vice Chair

e Welcome and Introductions

e Determine Quorum

e Approval of March Meeting Summary (action item)
o Regional Water Quality Committee Update (RWQC)

Gregg Cato, Rates and Finance Subcommittee Vice Chair, welcomed members to the meeting.
Greg noted he’s chairing the meeting on behalf of John McClellan. A quorum was in attendance.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the March meeting summary. The March
meeting summary was approved as written by voice vote.

Gregg announced there will be no subcommittee meetings in May and that a report on WTD PFAS
testing will be presented in June.

Gregg provided an update from the April 2 RWQC meeting. The following briefings were provided:
e Wastewater Treatment Division’s 2026 Sewer Rate and Capacity Charge
Recommendations and Status Update on Long-Term Rate Forecast Motion 16449
e Regional Wastewater Services Plan: Briefing on Emerging Options for the Vision for Clean
Water

The next RWQC meeting is on May 7 and will include the following briefings:
e Executive’s Proposed 2026 Sewer Rate and Capacity Charge
e Status Update on Long Term and Sewer Rate Forecast motion 16449
e Voluntary PFAS Testing in King County’s Wastewater and Landfill -the materials for the
PFAS presentation will be sent to MWPAAC at same time

2. Wastewater Treatment Division Director’s Report - Kamuron
Gurol, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD)

Kamuron Gurol, WTD Director, reported on the following topics:

2026 Sewer Rate and Transparency

Kamuron expressed his appreciation to MWPAAC members for their work in this year’s rate and
forecast process. WTD appreciated the questions, opportunity to engage, and provide
information. WTD added more briefings this year to reach more people and to dive in more deeply
and will continue that effort going forward. The last two months, WTD presented on the sewer rate
to RWQC, the City of Seattle’s Customer Review Panel, Sound Cities Association, and will
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present to the Bellevue City Council in May. WTD also appreciates the letters on the sewer rate.
Member agency letters are important to WTD as they express concerns and ideas.

Water Week and the Feds

Kamuron reported that he and Sharman Herrin, WTD Government Relations, participated in the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) Water Week earlier this month in
Washington, D.C. He and Sharman met with nearly all of western Washington’s delegation. They
also presented an environmental award to Senator Murray for her work on water issues. WTD
takes Water Week seriously and this was a productive week with the delegation for building
relationships and keeping connections positive and productive. WTD continues to have very
strong support, however, this is a very difficult time in D.C. In previous years, WTD’s been playing
offense to get more funding to help pay for costs borne nearly entirely by local ratepayers. Now
WTD is shifting to a defensive motion to retain funding. Kamuron reported they also met with the
new Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) director of the Office of Water, Jessica Kramer, who
seems to fully understand the value of services WTD provides and challenges. Comments were
supportive. Time will tell however, if things will change in the future.

WTD also hosted a senior official from Office of Water, Peggy Browne, for a tour of West Pont.
Staff from EPA Region X also attended. WTD talked about the import role our system plays and
also how it supports the economy. The plant also has projects that are funded by Water
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) dollars. WTD will continue to broker positive
and productive relationships at EPA.

Vision for Clean Water

Kamuron reported, this month WTD launched a public engagement effort to compile community
input on the Vision for Clean Water out to the year 2100. Today, WTD staff will share with
MWPAAC members four Vision “Options” to help get the dialog started. We very much encourage
members’ feedback and engagement over the next few months.

Nutrients

Kamuron reported that the landscape is changing on Nutrients reduction. The Washington State
Department of Ecology provided updates on nutrient policy at a recent forum. In the coming
months, Ecology will issue a draft voluntary nutrient permit for public comment. We understand it
will be very similar to the invalidated permit and include optimization, action levels, monitoring,
and the Nutrients Reduction Evaluation plan. Kamuron is hoping Ecology will take note of the
legal and substantive issues that were brought forward. There is an opt-in option and if agencies
don’t opt-in they will impose the requirements through facility-specific National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits or through other mechanisms. In June, Ecology
says it will provide a draft of an Advanced Restoration Plan with preliminary numeric effluent
nitrogen limits for wastewater plants and a plan for non-point reductions. There will also be a 60-
day review and comment period for that. For now, WTD has been working under the general
permit, but since it was invalidated, WTD has stopped some of the work. WTD has also been
working to stay under the action levels and chose a bubble permit. Kamuron reported that South
Plant was taking on the heavy lifting in compliance of staying below action levels. Doing that is
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hard on the facility and there were some impacts. WTD is in the process of developing some
response plans for the rest of the plants noting it’s not at a snap of the fingers to comply with
nutrient regulations. WTD took compliance seriously and we are now dealing with some of the
effects.

State Legislature

Kamuron reported the state legislature is set to wrap up their session this coming Sunday, April
27, but we’ll see if that holds given budget discussions are still in process. WTD is watching the
budget, as there is consideration of using funding from the Public Works loans to assist in salmon
recovery efforts.

The biggest recent news for WTD is that the Biosolids legislation passed and is awaiting the
Governor’s signature. The bill was amended and now Ecology will be required to develop and
publish guidance on PFAS Sampling requirements by July 1, 2026. Agencies will then be required
to sample quarterly in 2027 and 2028. An advisory committee will then use the sampling
information to provide an analysis to the state legislature on PFAS in Biosolids by July 2029. WTD
is comfortable we can meet all of those requirements. WTD will be getting information out on the
voluntary sampling on WTD systems and Cedar Hills Leachate. WTD will provide the information
to MWPAAC and will present at the June Engineering and Planning subcommittee meeting. The
information will also be presented at the June RWQC meeting. It’s interesting information, WTD’s
levels are comparably low and similar to our peer agencies.

Other bill updates
e HB 1670 also passed. This bill primarily requires reporting of spills and overflows to
Ecology. WTD supported this bill.
e SB 5360 the Environment Crimes bill did not advance forward this year.

3. Subcommittee Reports

April 3, 2025, Rates and Finance Subcommittee Report
e Discussion of 2026 Sewer Rate Letter to the King County Council

April 3, 2026, Engineering and Planning Subcommittee Report
Conveyance System Improvement Plan Update: Updated Planning Assumptions for Wastewater
Flow Forecasting

4. Asset Management Work Group Update, Asset Management
Work Group Member

Gregg Cato, Rates and Finance Subcommittee Vice Chair, provided an update on the Asset
Management Work Group. The Asset Management group has met three times. At the last meeting,
the group reviewed WTD progress on the Asset Management Workplan adopted in 2018. The
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group went through the requirements, and it was a good discussion. The next meeting is on May
20.

5. Discussion and Vote on 2026 Sewer Rate Letter to the King
County Council, Gregg Cato, Rates and Finance Subcommittee
Vice Chair (Action Item)

Gregg Cato, Rates and Finance Subcommittee Vice Chair, reported on the process used to draft
the MWPAAC rate letter to the King County Council. He also reviewed the process to introduce
edits.

Gregg noted the first order of action is a motion to waive the requirement in the bylaws to receive
materials requiring a vote seven days before the vote.

A motion was made and seconded to waive the seven-day requirement. The motion
carried by voice vote.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the MWPAAC Rate Letter to the King County
Executive for discussion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Gregg reviewed the content of the letter and asked if there were any members who wanted to
introduce any amendments. No edits were introduced. Gregg asked if there was any further
discussion before a vote.

Cynthia Lamothe, Skyway Water and Sewer District made a motion to approve the rate letter as
written. Sean Bauer, Cedar River Water and Sewer District seconded. Olivia Robinson, WTD
Government Relations, took a roll call vote. The motion carried (20-Yes, 0-No).

6. A Vision for Clean Water - Four Vision Options, Darren Greve,
Government Relations, WTD, and Janice Johnson, RWSP Update
Program Manager, WTD

Darren Greve, WTD Government Relations, and Janice Johnson, RWSP Update Program Manager,
presented an update on Regional Wastewater Services Plan, A Vision for Clean Water - Four
Vision Options. The full presentation can be found here. The presentation included:

e Regional Vision Package

e Challenges and Opportunities

e Core Commitments

e Vision Options

e Process to Develop a Vision for Clean Water
e Upcoming Vision Options Touchpoints
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7. General Announcements
None.

The meeting was adjourned at 12 p.m.
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