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Microsoft Teams Meeting  Wednesday, August 27, 2025 Started 10 a.m.  
Adjourned 11:48 a.m. 

1.  MWPAAC Chair’s Report – Maria Coe, MWPAAC Vice Chair 
 

• Welcome and Introductions 
• Determine Quorum  
• Approval of June Meeting Summary (action item) 
• Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) Update 

 
Vice Chair Maria Coe chaired the meeting on behalf of Chair John McClellan and welcomed 
members to the meeting.  
 
Vice Chair Coe reported RWQC last met in July, and the following briefings were provided:  

• Follow-up on 2026 Sewer Rate and Capacity Charge 
• Update on Puget Sound Nutrient Issue 
• Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) Update: RWSP Update Roadmap 
• Capital Projects in 10-Year Sewer Rate Forecast 
 

Looking ahead, RWQC will meet next on September 3, and the following briefings are anticipated. 
• Long-Term Rate Forecasting Briefing per Motion 16449 
• Motion developed and proposed by RWQC requesting WTD implement a work plan to 

continue to improve transparency and accountability in the sewer rate-setting process 
• RWSP Update 
• Discussion of the 2026 RWQC Work Program 

RWQC will also be voting on a Resolution recognizing John McClellan’s designation as a 
nonvoting member of RWQC, representing districts located outside of King County which 
contract with WTD for wastewater treatment and disposal.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve the June MWPAAC meeting summary as written. 
The motion carried.  
 
2.  Wastewater Treatment Division Director’s Report – Kamuron 

Gurol, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 
  

 

Kamuron Gurol, WTD Director, reported on the following items: 
 
Nutrients Update 
Comments on nutrients are due today. WTD has been working on the comments for the last 
couple of months which required reviewing roughly 2000 pages of materials. WTD is one of 50 to 
60 jurisdictions interested in these requirements. WTD will be providing briefings at the upcoming 
September 3 RWQC and September 4 MWPAAC Comprehensive Engineering and Planning 
Subcommittee meetings.  
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WTD is committed to working with the Washington State Department of Ecology and others in the 
region to explore areas where we agree and refine the advanced restoration plan and a nutrient 
general permit to develop a feasible implementation framework for nutrient management. WTD 
cares deeply about the health of the Puget Sound and wants to find a way to improve it. Clean 
water agencies are an important part of that, and it is part of WTD’s mission. WTD has a lot of 
questions, concerns, and recommendations to improve Ecology’s approach and  our comment 
letters will detail those issues. WTD will make the comment letters available to MWPAAC after 
submittal. Each letter has multiple pages with large attachments.  
 
The draft Nutrient Reduction Plan comments are separate from the Nutrient General permit. The 
Nutrient Reduction Plan includes some changes for  wastewater treatment planning, proposed 
wastewater nitrogen loading targets that are based on different and in our view more ambitious 
wastewater treatment goals than what utilities were directed to evaluate in the Nutrient 
Reduction Evaluation (NRE). WTD is also concerned that some of the targets are based on 2014 
data which does not account for growth. Based on WTD’s preliminary planning, upgrading King 
County’s wastewater plants to meet the NRE targets is highly costly, with capital costs on the 
order of our current twenty-year capital program. WTD will continue to work with Ecology and 
other utilities to make progress. 
 
RWQC Motion Work Plan 
Kamuron thanked members who have helped to shape the sewer rate and capital engagement 
work plan that will be discussed at RWQC next week. The work plan is part of an RWQC Motion 
that WTD hopes will help ensure confidence in the sewer rate process for the coming years. The 
work plan is based on an attachment to the County Executive’s letter regarding the rate plan. The 
work plan for the Motion will include more opportunities to engage in WTD’s processes earlier and 
more deeply. WTD supports the Motion and supports further transparency and engagement. As 
WTD continues to refine the work plan, we are also getting started on the work outlined in the 
document. WTD is working with other utilities to create a Utility Rate Summit in November. 
Kamuron will share more as the Rate Summit gets better refined and thanked members involved 
in planning for that event.  
 
Awards 
Kamuron reported earlier this summer that the National Association of Clean Water Agencies 
(NACWA) issued a Platinum 5 award to WTD’s South Treatment Plant recognizing five years of 
100% compliance. This well-deserved award honors the hard work of WTD’s team at South Plant. 
If members visit South Plant, you’ll see all the awards on the walls that have been received over 
time.  
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3.  Subcommittee Reports 
 

August 7, 2025, Engineering and Planning Subcommittee Report 
• I/I Plan Update – Needs & Goals Assessment and I/I Reduction Strategies  
• Regional Wastewater Services Plan Module #1 Topic 2: Asset Renewal & Replacement 

101 and Current Conditions 
 
4.  Asset Management Work Group Update, Asset Management 

Work Group Member 
  

 

Gregg Cato, Rates and Finance Subcommittee Vice Chair, reported on the Asset Management 
Work Group which last met on July 8. The group reviewed input received on the goals and 
objectives for the Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) and other things to include such as 
King County Executive Initiatives. The group talked about levels of service and scheduling going 
forward. The group is currently on hiatus while WTD is working on taking all the input and crafting 
a draft SAMP update. Based on the draft schedule, the group will reconvene in November to 
review and provide more input.  
 
5.  Capacity Charge Status Update, Courtney Black, Finance and 

Administration Section Manager, WTD 
  

 

Courtney Black, Chief Financial Officer, provided an update on the status of the Capacity Charge. 
WTD will be reengaging MWPAAC in the Capacity Charge work. She reviewed the work already 
done on the methodology and where we things were left with reviewing methodology alternatives. 
The consultant, Raftelis, provided briefings at MWPAAC subcommittees and the General meeting. 
Raftelis then went to work with WTD internal teams to develop internal data allocations for 
projects that are capacity driven – all the things necessary to appropriately provide the data that 
goes into the methodology. The King County Code extension end date is also  approaching and by  
the end of the year, WTD hopes to have a couple of touch points to get input on an update to the 
methodology. WTD is also working on code updates. In October, the Finance and Administration 
team will be back with Raftelis to review previous work and start to walk through outcomes.  
 
6.  RWSP Module #1 Topic 1: WTD/Working Group Briefing on 

Combined System Actions, Darren Greve, Government Relations, 
WTD; Janice Johnson, RWSP Update Program Manager, WTD; Faon 
O’Conner, CSO Program Manager, WTD; Nick Fink, CSO Planner, 
WTD; and Jay Krauss, General Manager, Sammamish Plateau 
Water & Sewer District 
  

 

Darren Greve, WTD Government Relations, reported today’s presentation is the first of eight 
presentations and will review the range of possible actions for each of the eight categories. Staff 
provided a 101 briefing on the Combined system at the  Engineering and Planning subcommittee 
meeting. The RWSP work group is  working alongside WTD to influence the actions. The intention 
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for today is to have an informal discussion. Jay Krauss, Sammamish Plateau Water, who sits on 
the work group, will co-present today in the spirit of regionalism and partnership.  
 
Darren reviewed the RWSP Road Map and reviewed when the scoping document major policy 
questions will be answered. WTD will be coming to MWPAAC once a month through March 2026 
with proposed actions.  
 
Jay Krauss, Sammamish Plateau Water, presented on the King County Combined System - 
Conceptional Approaches for Combined System Management. He emphasized that for this 
process to really work, members need to take time to review materials before the meetings, stay 
engaged, and ask questions.  
 
Faon O’Connor, CSO Program Manager, presented on the following items: 

• Combined System Management 
• Draft Combined System Management Action Menu 
• Draft Actions – Wet Weather Discharges 
• Draft Actions – Combined System Flows 
• Draft Actions – Stormwater and I/I Management 

Darren thanked the work group members for their input, collaboration, and partnership. Next 
steps for this topic will be to take the actions and determine costs in Module #2. WTD will have 
that information available as part of the evaluation criteria and to help the decision-making 
process. 
 
Vice Chair Coe thanked the work group and WTD for all of the work that has gone into the RWSP 
Update process. 
 
7.  General Announcements 

 

None. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:48 a.m. 

 


