METROPOLITAN WATER POLLUTION ABATEMENT
MWPAAC | ADVISORY COMMITTEE

September Meeting Summary

Microsoft Teams Wednesday, September 24, 2025 Start10 a.m.
Meeting Adjourn 11:36 a.m.

1. MWPAAC Chair’s Report—John McClellan

e Welcome and Introductions

e Determine Quorum

e Approval of August Meeting Summary (action item)
e Regional Water Quality Committee (RWCQ) Update

A quorum was in attendance and the August meeting summary was approved as written
by voice vote.

Chair John McClellan reported on the Sept. 3 RWQC meeting. The following briefings
were provided.

e Long-Term Rate Forecasting Briefing per Motion 16449
e Regional Wastewater Services Plan Update

The committee did not get to the work plan for RWQC.

Chair McClellan reported that RWQC Resolution No. RWQC2025-03 desighating him as a
non-voting member passed. Per King County Code, RWQC has an opportunity to
recognize a member from the districts in Snohomish County which have contracts with
the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) and designate them as a hon-voting member.
He believes this designation will help improve and enhance connections between the two
committees, provide an added opportunity t to raise issues, and participate in the
conversations. Chair McClellan asked members to reach out to him directly with any
questions or feedback.

Chair McClellan reported on the Oct. 3 MWPAAC Executive Board Retreat, which is the
third retreat this year. The Executive Board has met more frequently this year. In the past,
the Executive Board met once a year. More frequent meetings have proved to be helpfulin
guiding MWPAAC meetings and interactions with RWQC. Any members with questions
can reach out to the Executive Board.
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2. Wastewater Treatment Division Director’s Report -
Kamuron Gurol, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment
Division (WTD)

Kamuron Gurol, WTD Director, reported on the following items:

King County Budget

Yesterday, Executive Braddock transmitted to Council the proposed 2026-2027 King
County budget. Kamuron shared some context about what the county’s proposed budget
means for WTD. WTD works closely with DNRP leadership as well as the county
Executive’s Office to fulfill our growth and mission and burgeoning capital program. The
budgetis based on the already approved 2026 sewer rate. Given WTD’s rate forecast is
rising substantially starting in 2027, WTD will see continuous attention and scrutiny. WTD
will continue to work with MWPAAC transparently and in detail to ensure members have
the information they need.

Kamuron thanked WTD staff across all sections that have helped to update data (cost
estimates, project schedules, operational needs) for leadership and decision-makers
noting itis not an easy job but WTD’s team makes it look that way. WTD continues to have
strong support from Department of Natural Resources and Parks’ (DNRP) Director John
Taylor, Deputy Director Mo McBroom, and Chief Administrative Officer Marin Burnett for
WTD’s budget proposal. Under their leadership, WTD is building the capacity and
expertise in the department to deploy the best possible technology, and measure our
progress with refreshed Key Performance Indicators, and continue to improve equitable
outcomes for the communities WTD serves.

Lower Duwamish Cleanup

Starting on Oct. 1, the construction contractor will begin year two of the dredging work to
remove contaminated sediment near the South Park Bridge and Duwamish River People’s
Park. This in-water work will continue until Feb. 2026.

Cleanup activities this season are more visible than last season as the work moves closer
to the South Park Bridge, homes, parks, and marinas. The community can expect multiple
barges and equipment working at night, lights for safe work during dark hours, and typical
construction equipment noise. Construction hours will be weekdays and Saturdays and
will occur during both the daytime and nighttime.

WTD is also coordinating work with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. During the first three
weeks in October, in-water construction work is not currently planned for Monday’s and
Tuesdays when Tribal fishing is most active.

Next MWPAAC General Meeting is October 22, 2025, via Microsoft Teams
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Capital Readiness Workshop

Almost two weeks ago WTD hosted a Capital Readiness Workshop designed to identify
WTD strategies to prepare for the unpresented growth of capital programs. Kamuron
shared he has been encouraging out of the box ideas. The workshop included around 40+
subject matter experts from across WTD and DNRP leadership, project management,
O&M, portfolio and governance, engineering, and leaders from the King County capital
groups. Three representatives from MWPAAC participated: Jacklyn Knoth, City of
Bellevue; Jay Krauss, Sammamish Plateau Water; and Ben Marre, Seattle Public Utilities.
WTD very much appreciated them joining. Participating allows MWPAAC to see and hear
about the work underway at WTD.

Nutrients

King County and the City of Tacoma filed an amicus brief last Friday, Sept. 19, to support
EPA’s position in the Northwest Environmental Advocates v. EPA case. WTD will continue
to monitor the case. WTD’s and the City of Tacoma’s view supports EPA’s that the federal
court need not mandate a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) at this time to address Puget
Sound dissolved oxygen water quality impairments. WTD is also working with Ecology.
This is an example of where public agencies are aligned. This case is before the federal
district court in Seattle with response briefing and oral arguments scheduled for later this
year.

Kamuron reported that WTD submitted over 30 pages of comments on the draft voluntary
Puget Sound Nutrients General Permit and the draft advanced Nutrient Reduction Plan.
WTD still has a lot of input to share and hopes to get mechanisms in place to move
forward.

CHIP Grants

WTD is assisting several different agencies including King County Department of
Community and Human Services (DCHS), City of Seattle and City of Bothell in applying
for grant funds made available through the Washington State Department of Commerce.
The Connecting Housing to Infrastructure Program (CHIP) grant provides funding for low-
income housing projects to cover construction-related costs such as the King County
Capacity Charge. The state steps in to cover the Capacity Charge to reduce the cost to
the Affordable Housing provider. WTD previously partnered with King County Department
of Community and Health Services (DCHS) and various cities in past rounds. WTD
appreciates the chance to help support housing at affordable levels to support all
households in WTD’s service area.

Next MWPAAC General Meeting is October 22, 2025, via Microsoft Teams
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Award

The Georgetown Wet Weather Treatment Station was selected by the American Institute
of Architects — Washington Council for a 2025 Civic Design Award. Kamuron gave big
kudos to the whole team for a civic design that serves people and place.

3. Subcommittee Reports

Jaclyn Knoth, Comprehensive Engineering and Planning Subcommittee Chair, reported
out on the Sept. 4 meeting. She shared the summary is still being finalized and will be
shared with members. She provided a high-level report on briefings to the subcommittee.

September 4, 2025, Engineering and Planning Subcommittee Report
e Nutrients Update
e Separated System Conveyance & I/1 101 & Current Conditions
e WTD’s Current Fiscal Approach to Asset Renewal & Replacement

4. Overview of WTD’s Portfolio Management Process, Ann
Grothe, Portfolio Development Supervisor, WTD

Ann Grothe, Portfolio Development Supervisor, presented an Overview of WTD’s Portfolio
Management Process. The full presentation can be found here. The presentation
included the following information.

e Purpose of Portfolio Management

e WTD’s Decision Makers

e Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Development Overview

e New Project Request Ranking

e Initial Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Development

e Scenario Creation and Draft Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
e Submit CIP as part of WTD’s Proposed Budget

4. RWSP Module #1 Topic 3: WTD/Working Group Briefing on
Separated System Conveyance, Janice Johnson, RWSP
Update Program Manager, WTD, and Ryan Bylsma, Water
Quality Planner/Project Manager, Treatment and Separated
Conveyance, WTD

Next MWPAAC General Meeting is October 22, 2025, via Microsoft Teams


https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dnrp/about-king-county/committees/mwpaac/2025/2025_09_24_mwpaac-pfm-mgmt-overview.pdf?rev=b60d88d9cfb64d39a94c90a713b6216f&hash=FF14F3ABDE685F2A1DE4018B46AB5F2F

METROPOLITAN WATER POLLUTION ABATEMENT

MWPAAC | ADVISORY COMMITTEE

September Meeting Summary

Janice Johnson, RWSP Update Program Manager, and Ryan Byslma, Water Quality
Planner/Project Manager, presented on the Separated System Conveyance. The full
presentation can be found here.

The presentation included the following information.

Review of the RWSP Update Roadmap

Categories of Capital Investment & Conceptual Approached

Separated System Conveyance — Conceptual Approaches

Separated System Conveyance — Current King County Policies

RWSP Scoping Document (2024): “Major Policy Questions” related to Separated
System Conveyance

Separated System Conveyance — Policy Questions (Refined & Proposed)
Definitions

Overview of Draft Action Menu

Capacity Management — How should the region and WTD manage I/l moving
forward?

Flow Monitoring — To what degree should WTD work to enhance flow monitoring in
the separated system to assist with tracking I/l throughout the system?
Conveyance Capital Project Timing — How much risk of SSOs should WTD tolerate
before implementing a conveyance capacity expansion project?

Sewered Area Growth — To what degree should WTD partner with the local
agencies to encourage sewer connections in the service area?

Chair McClellan thanked Janice and Ryan for the presentation.

5.

None.

General Announcements

Chair McClellan reminded members that if they have topics of interest for future
MWPAAC meetings, please reach out to him or any Executive Board member.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:36 a.m.

Next MWPAAC General Meeting is October 22, 2025, via Microsoft Teams
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