
RWSP Update:
Pollution (Source Control and Legacy)

RWSP Update Module #1
MWPAAC General Meeting
December 10, 2025

1



Stay the Course TransformativeStrategic 
Enhancement

Combined System 
Management

Asset Renewal and 
Replacement

Pollution
(Source Control and Legacy)

Resource Recovery
(Biosolids, Energy, and Recycled 

Water)

Separated System 
Conveyance

(Including Infiltration and Inflow)

Treatment

Odor Control

Climate Impact 
Preparedness and Natural 

Disaster Resiliency

Conceptual Approaches

Categories 
of Capital 
Investment

3

Today’s 
Presentation

2



Flow of Information on Policy Options and Actions
Policies in King County Code (K.C.C.), as well as relevant motions, 
plans, etc.

Questions in the RWSP Scoping Document.

Broad options for addressing the policy questions (i.e., the goal that we 
want to achieve).

Activities WTD will do to achieve the goal. Actions will be used to 
develop cost estimates. Actions

Current Policies

P1

Programs & Projects

P2 P3 P4

Policy Questions

Policy Options

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions
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Scope of the Pollution Topic

We want to keep 
contaminants 
from reaching 
harmful levels at 
our treatment 
plants (worker 
protection) and in 
the environment
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Major Policy Questions
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Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?

Policy Options Existing Programs/Activities

A. Focus on remediating harmful levels of toxic 
contaminants in or from the system

Legacy Pollution

B. Focus on eliminating, reducing, or mitigating 
harmful levels of toxic contaminants and 
nutrients before entering the system

Conveyance
Industrial Waste
Facilities and Procurement
Additional Upstream Source Control

C. Increase individual awareness of toxic 
persistent contaminants in products

Education
Additional Upstream Source Control

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Policy Overview: Legacy Pollution

Current 
Policies

Description

CSOCP – 9 Address contaminated sediments 
from discharges in partnership with 
other responsible parties

EMP-1 Mitigate long-term impacts from 
wastewater facilities

Current Policy Implementation:
• WTD is addressing sediment 

contamination near County CSO 
outfalls through the Sediment 
Management Plan

• Cleanups remove the legacy pollution 
that impair those portions of 
waterbodies

• Source control is an integral part of 
sediment cleanup, including line 
cleaning and many other activities, to 
ensure sediments don’t recontaminate

Major Policy Questions:

Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?
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Legacy Pollution: Options and Actions

Stay the Course (SC) Strategic Enhancement (SE) Transformative (T)
SC.1.1
Implement current Sediment 
Management Plan.

SE.1.1
Advocate to EPA and Ecology for process 
improvement to accelerate new sediment 
cleanups led by WTD.

T.1.1A
Implement and lead multi-party sediment 
cleanups without other PRPs and pursue 
cost recovery after completing cleanup 
actions.
T.1.1B
Apply Enhanced Natural Recovery 
cleanup to all KC CSO associated 
contaminated sediment areas and 
promote development of bioremediation 
of bio-accumulative organics to treat 
those areas in the future.

SC.1.2
Maintain current sewer conveyance 
maintenance cleaning frequency.

SE.1.2
Expand targeted structure and line cleaning in 
County-owned infrastructure to combat 
known and identified legacy pollution 
deposits.

T.1.2
Partner with local sewer agencies to 
remove all legacy pollution deposits in 
sewer conveyance system by surveying 
entire system and cleaning all needed 
structures and pipes of accumulated 
sediment (including both County-owned 
and locally-owned infrastructure).

Draft for Discussion Only
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Policy Option: A. Focus on remediating harmful levels of toxic contaminants in or from the 
system

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Policy Overview: Conveyance (Pollution Source Control)

Current 
Policies

Description

WQPP-6 Manage water quality programs 
to ensure permit compliance

CSOCP-5; 
6

Allow stormwater contaminated 
from industrial activities or when 
in interest of the County if not 
negatively affecting combined 
system

CSOCP-4 Coordinate with SPU when 
separating stormwater from 
combined system

Current Policy Implementation:
• Most County source control activities 

address pollution sources in both the 
combined and separated 
conveyance areas.

• King County conducts additional source 
control activities specific to the combined 
sewer area:
• Projects that will reduce overflows or 

control CSOs
• Implementing stormwater NPDES permit at 

KC owned facilities
• Stormwater pollution prevention programs
• Identifying and tracing sources of 

pollution, line cleaning (O&M)
• RainWise program
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Major Policy Questions:

Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Conveyance (Pollution Source Control): Options and Actions

Stay the Course (SC) Strategic Enhancement (SE) Transformative (T)

SC 3.1
Implement a pollution prevention 
program in the combined system to 
comply with the current NPDES 
permit Nine Minimum Controls 
(Control #7).

SE 3.1
Partner with local sewer districts to 
conduct additional business inspections 
to aid in stormwater pollution prevention, 
enhancing source control within the 
combined system.

Separated System SC.1:
WTD conducts I/I reduction when 
cost effective; Component agencies 
conduct I/I reduction according to 
internal policies and procedures

Separated System SE .1:
Targeted regional I/I reduction strategies 
addressing areas of high I/I to eliminate 
the need for capacity upgrades

Separated System T.1:
Service area wide required I/I 
reduction to eliminate need for 
capacity upgrades and reduce costs 
to convey and treat flows

C
om

bi
ne

d 
Sy

st
em

Draft for Discussion Only

9

Policy Option: B. Focus on eliminating, reducing, or mitigating harmful levels of toxic 
contaminants and nutrients before entering the system
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Policy Overview: Industrial Waste (Pollution Source Control)

Current 
Policies

Description

K.C.C. 
28.84.060

Establishes a program 
regulating Industrial Waste

Current Policy Implementation:

• King County’s Industrial Waste (KCIW) 
Program protects the wastewater system, 
environment, and workers

• KCIW issues permits for businesses to 
discharge industrial wastewater to the 
sanitary sewer

• KCIW investigates industrial users, conducts 
periodic sampling, provides technical 
assistance, issues enforcement actions, and 
recognizes businesses.
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Major Policy Questions:

Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Industrial Waste (Pollution Source Control): Options and 
Actions

Stay the Course (SC) Strategic Enhancement (SE) Transformative (T)

SC.2.1
Implement current requirements for 
industrial waste under King County 
Code (KCC), NPDES (National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System), and 40.CFR.403 (General 
Pretreatment Regulations for 
Existing and New Sources of 
Pollution in U.S. Code).

SE 2.1
In addition to traditional industrial user 
surveying methods, use alternative or 
new ways of conducting surveys and 
identifying any potential unpermitted 
significant industrial users (SIUs).

T.2.1
Survey industrial users for additional 
non-regulated CECs and suggest 
voluntary best management practices 
(BMPs).
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Draft for Discussion Only
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Policy Option: B. Focus on eliminating, reducing, or mitigating harmful levels of toxic 
contaminants and nutrients before entering the system

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Policy Overview: Education (Pollution Source Control)
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Current Policies Description

BP-1; BP-6; WRP-1 Promote reuse while protecting human 
health and environment

EMP-1 Mitigate long-term impacts from 
wastewater facilities

Motion 16434 Support equitable and effective source 
control measures to address 
Contaminants of Emerging Concern 
(CECs), particularly PFAS, and seek 
producer responsibility for cleanups

Current Policy Implementation:

• Provide education to the public 
on several topics related to 
wastewater treatment and 
contaminants

• Support pollution prevention 
(source control) programs

• Promote existing safe product 
certifications 
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Major Policy Questions:

Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Stay the Course (SC) Strategic Enhancement (SE) Transformative (T)

SC 4.1
Continued support of education 
and engagement around various 
pollutants/CECs, as well as 
continued support for WTD 
Education Programs, WaterWorks 
Grants (funding education & 
engagement efforts); Rainwise 
(workshops); and Hazardous Waste 
(take back meds program, 
curriculum, K-12 programs).
SC 4.2
Promote existing safe product 
certifications.

SE 4.1
Initiate internal education campaign and 
external social marketing campaign to 
educate public about avoiding/reducing 
various pollutants/CECs in daily life and 
purchasing.
SE 4.2
Promote and/or endorse existing and/or 
new product rating systems and AI-
based tools that help the public to avoid 
products containing toxic persistent 
contaminants.

T 4.1
Establish WTD as a regional leader for 
consistent water quality and pollution 
prevention education through an 
expanded social marketing campaign 
effort in partnership with regional 
agencies, non-profits, CBO’s, 
businesses and retailers. Develop new 
incentive programs where possible.

Education (Pollution Source Control): Options and Actions
Ed
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Draft for Discussion Only
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Policy Option: C. Increase individual awareness of toxic persistent contaminants in products

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Policy Overview: Facilities and Procurement (Pollution Source Control)
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Current Policy Implementation:

• Purchase products and materials that 
reduce environmental and human 
health impacts

• Conduct operations and maintenance 
at WTD facilities

Current 
Policies

Description

BP-1; BP-6; 
WRP-1

Promote reuse while protecting 
human health and environment

EMP-1 Mitigate long-term impacts from 
wastewater facilities

Motion 
16434

Support equitable and effective 
source control measures to address 
Contaminants of Emerging Concern 
(CECs), particularly PFAS, and seek 
producer responsibility for cleanups
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Major Policy Questions:

Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Stay the Course (SC) Strategic Enhancement (SE) Transformative (T)
SC 5.1
Implement King County Sustainable 
Purchasing Executive Policy regarding 
CECs.
SC 5.2
Conduct operations and maintenance 
at WTD facilities to prevent 
unexpected releases of pollutants due 
to equipment failures.

SE 5.1
Inventory specialists will work across WTD 
facilities and King County Divisions to 
ensure coordination of sustainable 
purchasing regarding CECs.
SE 5.2
Proactively remove or encapsulate building 
materials with high PCB levels in WTD-
owned facilities.

T 5.1
Lead regional coalition of wastewater and 
stormwater utilities to jointly develop 
procurement standards to avoid products 
containing CECs, develop pre-qualified 
vendor lists, and leverage collective 
buying power for safer alternatives.
T 5.2
Work with other King County 
departments to improve and coordinate 
source control across county-owned 
non-wastewater facilities that are known 
to have high levels of contaminants or 
nutrients, such as landfills, and PCB in 
building materials.

Facilities and Procurement (Pollution Source 
Control): Options and Actions

Draft for Discussion Only
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Policy Option: B. Focus on eliminating, reducing, or mitigating harmful levels of toxic 
contaminants and nutrients before entering the system
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Policy Overview: Additional Upstream (Pollution Source Control)

Current Policy Implementation:

• Comply with existing source control 
requirements

• Advocate for policies that would 
mandate full disclosure of toxic 
contaminants or ban certain 
contaminants (e.g., PFAS) in products

Current 
Policies

Description

BP-1; BP-6; 
WRP-1

Promote reuse while protecting 
human health and environment

EMP-1 Mitigate long-term impacts from 
wastewater facilities

Motion 
16434

Support equitable and effective 
source control measures to address 
Contaminants of Emerging Concern 
(CECs), particularly PFAS, and seek 
producer responsibility for cleanups
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Major Policy Questions:

Specific Question: What upstream or source control actions should the region undertake to 
prevent contaminants and reduce costs?

Overarching Question: How should WTD efforts support the water quality of Puget Sound and applicable 
inland waterways?

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Additional Upstream (Pollution Source Control): Options and Actions

Stay the Course (SC) Strategic Enhancement (SE) Transformative (T)

SC 6.1
Advocate for policies that would 
mandate extended producer 
responsibility, full disclosure of toxic 
contaminants in all consumer and non-
consumer product labeling, and limit or 
ban toxic persistent contaminant (e.g. 
PFAS) use in products.

SE 6.1A
Use incentives or buybacks for residential or 
business source control for products containing 
toxic persistent contaminants, such as 
replacements, buybacks of Teflon pans, etc.
SE 6.1B
Expand and prioritize advocacy for extended 
producer responsibility and bans on toxic 
persistent contaminants (e.g., PFAS) across 
categories of goods: household products, 
industrial materials, transportation/automotive 
products, and building materials.

T.6.1
Build and lead a regional coalition of 
governments, non-profits, and 
businesses to advocate for broad 
policies that would mandate extended 
producer responsibility, full disclosure 
of toxic contaminants in all consumer 
and non-consumer product labeling, 
and limit or ban toxic persistent 
contaminant (e.g., PFAS) use in 
products.

SC.6.2
Comply with existing source control 
requirements, including any nutrient- 
related regulations (ex. Draft Puget 
Sound Nutrient Reduction 
Permit/PSNGP (incl. Nutrient Reduction 
Evaluation)).

SE 6.2
Advocate for trading systems that support a 
robust trading market including inter-basin 
transfers and nutrient reductions between non-
point and point source dischargers.

T.6.2
Incentivize and/or mandate urine 
diversion toilets in public and/or 
private new construction countywide. 
Incentivize conversion of existing 
toilets.

Draft for Discussion Only
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Policy Options: B. Focus on eliminating, reducing, or mitigating harmful levels of toxic contaminants and nutrients 
before entering the system C. Increase individual awareness of toxic persistent contaminants in products

Current Policies Policy Question Policy Options Actions



Q & A
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