KING COUNTY LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES*

May 23, 2024
Zoom (Call-in) Conference
(Approved 09/26/2024)

King Street Center, Eighth Floor — Rm 8J
201 S Jackson Street, Seattle, WA 98104

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Cristy Lake, Chair, Dean Kralios, Vice Chair, Amy Blue, Huy Pham,
Jeff Murdock, Kim Hartman, Francesca Renouard

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED: Amber Earley
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Steen, Jennifer Meisner

GUESTS: Nicole Nordholm, Denise Lathrop, Richard Chapman, Michelle Johansen, Tom Hitzroth, Emily
Lawsin

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Lake called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. Introductions of commissioners
and staff were made, and the Chair outlined the structure of the hearing.

Convene TUKWILA LANDMARKS COMMISSION

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER: Joan Hernandez (absent)
CITY STAFF PRESENT: None
GUESTS: Richard Chapman

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS #24.10: Delta Masonic Hall — proposal to replace 2™ story side
elevation egress stairs.

Steen presented a staff report describing the existing wooden egress staircase on the north elevation of the
Masonic Lodge and detailing the proposed replacement metal staircase system.

Commissioner Murdock reported on the DRC meeting, noting the DRC discussed concerns related to lateral
loads and connection to the building. The project engineer clarified in follow up emails that the metal stairs
are free-standing. The DRC had no issues with changing the material from wood to metal, noted that the
stairs are located on a secondary fagade, are easily removable and will be painted to match the trim of the
building. Commissioners generally agreed there were no concerns with this project, and felt it met the
standards. Hearing no additional questions or discussion, Chair Lake called for a motion.

Blue/Murdock moved to approve CoA 24.10 as proposed and recommended by the DRC. The motion
passed, 7-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT (general): None
ADJOURN: The TLC adjourned at 4:54 p.m.

*May include minutes for cities who have interlocal historic preservation agreements with King County.
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Convene DES MOINES LANDMARKS COMMISSION

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER: Joan Hernandez (absent)
CITY STAFF PRESENT: None
GUESTS: Richard Chapman

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS #24.07: Des Moines Beach Park Cabin — proposal to demolish
1930s era historic cabin.

Steen offered an in-depth staff report detailing the history of Covenant Beach Park, prior rehabilitation and
restoration work undertaken on buildings within the park by the City of Des Moines and reviewing cabin
materials and condition.

Applicant and city representative Denise Lathrop spoke to the Commission about the proposal. She noted
that the park’s focus in terms of restoration and maintenance has been on the main public buildings in the
park, including the Dining Hall, Auditorium Founders Hall and Picnic Shelter. Lathrop said the cabin had
continued to deteriorate, and that parks wanted to funnel what resources they had into the larger public
buildings. The current city 5-to-10-year maintenance plan includes capital improvement funding allocated
for projects on some of the larger public buildings within the park. Lathrop also noted that the park is
interested in shifting attention to pre-contact Tribal presence on park lands and is looking at ecological
concerns related to the surrounding estuary.

Chair Lake opened the floor for commissioner questions and public comment. Commissioner Kralios
offered the DRC report. The DRC is concerned for the loss of the cabin as one of only two cabins remaining
on site, as it is the grouping of buildings within the Historic District is vital to its character. The DRC also
commented on that the site was historically significant as a church camp, asking whether it would still be
recognized as a camp should it lose all of its cabins. They believe this small building has outsized
importance, and that more could be done to explore whether relocating and restoring the cabin is feasible.

Hearing no more questions or comments, Chair Lake closed the public comment period and asked the
Commission to deliberate on the proposal. Commissioner Renouard, an engineer, noted that contrary to
some of the information presented, horizontal plank siding is sufficient as a lateral structural system for a
structure of this size. Renouard also noted that the extent of rot within the cabin is unknown and stated that
further investigation should be undertaken before a decision to demolish is made. Commissioner Blue
questioned whether the cabin in its current condition met the threshold of “major and immediate” threat to
public safety. Blue also said that many questions remain unanswered, so the application doesn’t meet the
requirement to explore alternatives to demolition. Commissioner Kralios noted that four other historic
buildings within the Beach Park historic district are displaying similar issues related to neglect and
deterioration. Kralios made the point that this cabin could be the first of numerous demolition requests if the
buildings continue to be neglected. Chair Lake stated that the demolition application did not meet the
requirements for alternative options analysis, also saying that deterioration brought about by neglect isn’t an
acceptable reason to approve a CoA. Commissioners continued to discuss the need for more information,
and debating whether the cabin met the conditions necessary to approve a demolition permit. That
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incentives are available to landmark property owners to assist in developing feasibility studies and for
structural restoration work was also discussed.

Hearing no more comments on the proposal, Chair Lake called for a motion.

Blue/Murdock moved to deny CoA application #24.07 on the grounds that the requisite criteria to approve
demolition of a designated landmark had not been met. The motion passed, 7-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT (general): None
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None

ADJOURN: The DMLC adjourned at 5:43 p.m.
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