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October 21, 2024 

To Whom it May Concern: 

The King County Flood Control District is proposing to construct a flood protection project to 
substantially reduce the potential for White River flooding in the City of Pacific, Washington, 
and to improve environmental conditions along this portion of the White River. 

The King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land Resources 
Division (King County – WLRD) is conducting an environmental review process under the State 
Environmental Protection Act (SEPA) for the White River Pacific Right Bank Flood Protection 
Project. 

Completion of the SEPA process includes the following key steps: 

● Scoping comment period and public meeting 

● Developing proposed action alternatives 

● Evaluating alternatives, including No Action 

● Issue Draft EIS 

● Draft EIS public comment period 

● Consider public comment and revise EIS 

● Issue Final EIS 

● Select a preferred alternative 

King County – WLRD has completed preparation of the Draft White River Pacific Right Bank 
Flood Protection Project Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS). This Draft EIS addresses 
the potential environmental impacts of several alternatives for developing a new flood 
protection facility on the White River in Pacific. 

Docusign Envelope ID: 9171B9EA-583C-45FD-BD0B-EA1C40AF6F91



King County – WLRD is requesting comments from members of the public, agencies, Tribes, 
and all interested parties on the Draft EIS from October 24 - December 13, 2024. Comments 
are due or postmarked by 5:00 p.m. PST, December 13, 2024. 

Written comments can be submitted: 

• At the project online open house: https://publicinput.com/pacificrightbank
• By email: PRBCommentEmails@Kingcounty.gov
• At the virtual public hearing meeting:

o November 19, 6:30 – 8:00pm PST
o Register here: https://publicinput.com/pacificrightbank

• By mail: King County – Department Natural Resources and Parks | Water and
Land Resources Division | Mary Strazer | 201 South Jackson Street, Suite 6300 |
Seattle, WA 98104-3855

• At the following locations:
King County Algona-Pacific Library 
255 Ellingson Road 
Pacific, WA 98047 

King County Customer Service Center South Lobby 
201 S. Jackson St, Second Floor  
Seattle, WA 98104 

City of Pacific City Hall 
100 3rd Ave Southeast 
Pacific, WA 98047 

King County will host an online public hearing on the Draft EIS on November 19, 2024, from 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. PST. 

Register for the public hearing meeting at this link: 
https://publicinput.com/pacificrightbank 

Sincerely yours, 

Josh Baldi 
Responsible Official 
Division Director, 
King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Water and Land Resources Division 

Docusign Envelope ID: 9171B9EA-583C-45FD-BD0B-EA1C40AF6F91

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/dnrp/wlr/sections-programs/river-floodplain-section/capital-projects/lower-white-river-right-bank.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/dnrp/wlr/sections-programs/river-floodplain-section/capital-projects/lower-white-river-right-bank.aspx
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FACT SHEET 
Document Type: EIS, DRAFT 
Date Issued: October 21, 2024 
Comments Due: December 13, 2024 
Related Record: DS/SCOPING 201904267 

Proposal Name: White River Pacific Right Bank Flood Protection Project 

Proposed Action and Alternatives: 

The King County Flood Control District is proposing to design and construct a flood protection 
project to substantially reduce the potential for White River flooding within the city of Pacific 
(Pacific) and to improve environmental conditions along this portion of the White River. The 
White River Pacific Right Bank Flood Protection Project (Project), which would be located 
between the existing BNSF Railway bridge at river mile (RM) 6.3 south to the King County-Pierce 
County boundary line at RM 5.5, would replace HESCO flood barriers with new flood protection 
facilities. The project area is adjacent to the White River, mostly within the Pacific city limits, 
along the King County and Pierce County boundary. 

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement addresses the potential environmental impacts of a 
range of alternatives for implementation of the proposed action: 

The project considers a no action (Alternative 1: No Action) and four action alternatives 
(Alternative 2: Riverward, Alternative 3: Middle East, Alternative 4: Middle West, and 
Alternative 5: Landward) for removing an existing levee and revetment on the right (west) bank 
of the White River and replacing existing flood protection measures with a new flood protection 
facility. Chapter 2 describes the general alignment of the new flood protection facilities under 
each of the action alternatives. Under all of the action alternatives, dumpsite waste under Pacific 
Park and its associated contaminants would be cleaned up and contained. Under all of the 
action alternatives, a new pump station would be built that would prevent high river levels from 
causing backwater that could induce flooding along Government Canal. The pump station 
would connect to flood protection facilities maintained by Pierce County south of Government 
Canal. 
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Location: 
Address: City of Pacific, Washington 
Longitude: -122.236319 
Latitude: 47.264177 

Other identifying information: 600 3rd Ave SE, Pacific City Park, which is located near the 
southern boundary of Pacific, Washington. 

Proponent: 
King County Flood Control District 

Tentative Date of Implementation: 
Construction to be complete in 2028 – 2031, depending on the alternative that is selected. 

Lead Agency: 
King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division 
King Street Center 
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 6300 
Seattle, WA 98104-3855 
206-477-9440

Responsible Official and Contact Person: 
Josh Baldi, Division Director 
King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division 

Licenses or Permits Required: 
Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit 
National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 Review 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 Compliance 
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
Washington State Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
Archaeological Site Excavation, Alteration, and Monitoring Permit 
Indian Graves and Records Act 
Abandoned and Historic Cemeteries and Historic Graves Act 
NPDES – Construction Stormwater General Permit and Administrative Order 
Industrial Waste Discharge to Metropolitan King County Sewer System 
City of Pacific: 

● Side Sewer Connection
● Right-of-Way Permit
● Water Connection
● Building Codes
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● Clearing and Grading Permit 
● Critical Areas Conditional Use Permit/Critical Areas Review 
● Shoreline Substantial Development Permit/Shoreline Exemption 
● Floodplain Development Permit/Certification 
● Shoreline Management Act 

Pierce County: 
● Shoreline Management Act 

Authors and Principal Contributors to the EIS 

Authors/Contributors Area of Contribution 
King County – Department of Natural Resources 
and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division 
Water and Land Resources Division 
King Street Center 
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 6300 
Seattle, WA 98104-3855 
206-477-9440 

Contributions were made to all sections of the 
EIS. 

Herrera Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
2200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100 
Seattle, WA 98121 
206-441-9080 

Project Management; EIS Preparation; 
Vegetation, Fish, and Wildlife; Park Use and 
Recreation; Energy and Natural Resources; 
Environmental Health; Wetlands 

HDR, Inc. 
600 University Street, Suite 500 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Noise; Air Quality; Housing, Land Use, and 
Shorelines; Water Resources; Public Services and 
Utilities; Transportation; and Aesthetics, Light, 
and Glare 

Cultural Resource Consultants 
100 South King Street, Suite #100 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Cultural Resources 

Aspect Consulting 
710 Second Avenue, Suite 550 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Geology and Soils 

Cascadia Consulting Group 
1109 First Avenue, Suite 400 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Communications and Public Outreach 

The Vida Agency 
110 Third Avenue North, Suite 101 
Edmonds, WA 98020 

Communications, Public Outreach, Equity and 
Social Justice 

Irwin Writing/Editing 
Seattle, WA 98117 

Technical Editing 

Date of Draft EIS Issuance: 

October 21, 2024  
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Draft EIS Comments: 

Comment Period: 
King County is requesting comments from members of the public, agencies, tribes, and all 
interested parties on the Draft EIS from October 24 – December 13, 2024. 
Comments are due or postmarked by 5 p.m., December 13, 2024. 

All written comments should be directed to: 
Mary Strazer, Project Manager, White River Pacific Right Bank Flood Protection Project 
King Street Center 
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 6300 
Seattle, WA 98104-3855 
PRBCommentEmails@Kingcounty.gov 

Public Meeting: 
King County will host an online public hearing on the Draft EIS on November 19, 2024, 
at 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
See the project website for instructions for virtually attending the meetings. 
Kingcounty.gov/pacific-right-bank 

Date of Final Action: 
2025 

Subsequent Environmental Reviews: 
Washington State Department of Ecology, review of the Feasibility Study: Pacific City Park VCP 
ID (NW3204), 2025 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NEPA review of the Section 404 Permit, after the Final SEPA EIS is 
issued in 2025 

Location of Background Data: 
The Draft EIS considers available information and evaluations including but not limited to those 
that were prepared for this project and are appended to the Draft EIS. King County has also 
coordinated with members of the public, tribes and agencies with jurisdiction and 
environmental expertise and service providers in preparation of the Draft EIS. 

Availability of Draft EIS 
The draft document is available for download on the County’s project website: 
Kingcounty.gov/pacific-right-bank 

A printed copy may be viewed at: 

King County Customer Service Center South Lobby
King Street Center 
201 South Jackson Street, 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104-3855 
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City of Pacific 
City Hall 
100 Third Avenue SE 
Pacific, WA 98047 
253-929-1100

Algona-Pacific Library 
255 Ellingson Road 
Pacific, WA 98047 
See: https://kcls.org/locations/1489/ for hours and COVID-19 conditions. 
A printed copy may also be requested at cost (see Contact Person above). 

https://kcls.org/locations/1489/
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ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 

APE area of potential effects 

ARARs Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 

ASTM American Society of Testing and Materials 

bgs below the ground surface 

BIPOC Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 

BMPs best management practices 

°C degrees Celsius 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations 

cfs cubic feet per second 

Corps U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Countyline Levee 
Setback Project 

Lower White River Countyline Levee Setback Project 

cPAHs carcinogenic polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 

CSZ Cascadia Subduction Zone 

CWA Clean Water Act 

DAHP Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 

dB decibels 

dBA A-weighted decibels 

DCA Disproportionate Cost Analysis 

dbh diameter at breast height 

DNRP King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks 

EDNA environmental designation for noise abatement 

EIR Equity Impact Review 

Ecology Washington State Department of Ecology 

EIS environmental impact statement 
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EM Engineering Manual 

EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 

ESA Endangered Species Act 

ESJ Equity and Social Justice 

°F Fahrenheit 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

flood control facility Floodwall and levee 

fps feet per second 

FS Feasibility Study 

GC clayey gravel 

gpm gallons per minute 

HAP hazardous air pollutant 

hp horsepower 

HPA Hydraulic Project Approval 

HVAC heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 

ICRIC Inter-County River Improvement Commission 

ILF in-lieu fee 

KCC King County Code 

King County – DNRP King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Service provider to the King County Flood Control District 

King County – WLRD King County – Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water 
and Land Resources Division 
Lead Agency for the preparation of the environmental impact 
statement 

King County 
Flood Control District 

Project proponent 

LED light-emitting diode 

Leq equivalent average sound level 

Lmax maximum instantaneous noise level 

LOS level of service 
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Abbreviation Definition 

MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

mg/L milligrams per liter 

MTCA Model Toxics Control Act 

Muckleshoot Tribe Muckleshoot Indian Tribe 

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service 

NO2 nitrogen dioxide 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

NRCS U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

OBE Operating Basis Earthquake 

PAHs polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 

PCBs polychlorinated biphenyls 

PCC Pierce County Code 

PCE tetrachloroethylene 

PMC Pacific Municipal Code 

PM2.5 particulate matter less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter 

PM10 particulate matter less than 10 micrometers in diameter 

the project White River Pacific Right Bank Flood Protection Project 

PSE Puget Sound Energy 

Puyallup Tribe Puyallup Tribe of Indians 

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

RCW Revised Code of Washington 

RFMS (King County) River and Floodplain Management Section 

RI Remedial Investigation 

RM river mile 

RO Residential Open Space (City of Pacific) 
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Abbreviation Definition 

RS-6 Single-Family Residential (City of Pacific) 

SEPA State Environmental Policy Act 

SMA Shoreline Management Act 

SMP Shoreline Management Program 

SVOCs semi-volatile organic compounds 

TCE trichloroethylene 

TPH total petroleum hydrocarbon 

U&A Usual and Accustomed 

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

U&A Usual and Accustomed [Fishing Areas] 

VOCs volatile organic compounds 

VRFA Valley Regional Fire Authority 

WAC Washington Administrative Code 

WDFW Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

WDNR Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

WHR Washington Heritage Register 

WISAARD Washington Information System for Architectural and Archaeological 
Records Data 

WLRD King County – Water and Land Resources Division 

WRIA Water Resource Inventory Area 

WSDH Washington State Department of Health 

WSDOT Washington State Department of Transportation 
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