
 

 
 

Vashon – Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee Agenda 
 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm Wednesday, April 23, 2025 

Vashon Land Trust Building 10014 Bank Rd, Vashon Island 
 

Morgan Brown X Allen DeSteiguer   John Martinak  X 

Mary Bruno X Mike Brown X Donna Klemka X 

Richard Bard X     

Staff      

Chris Martin (Ecology) X Eric Ferguson, KC X Greg Rabourn, KC  X 

Adria Magrath, KC X Ruby Hooper, KC X   

 

Hybrid meeting format. Zoom and in-person.  
 
6:30  Review agenda and previous meeting notes Chair John Martinak asks committee to review 
February meeting notes and there are no changes or amendments. Unanimously approved.  One 
change requested to tonight’s agenda to move new hire update immediately after the public comment 
period.  

6:37  Public comment – Coco from affordable housing committee has a comment to ask the GWPC to 
prioritize compassionate language in conversations about housing and unhoused people who are 
suffering with unmet needs. Steve Bergman has a comment about supporting stormwater work including 
raingardens for better collecting, infiltration and cleaning rainwater 
 
6:45  New Hire Update- Ruby Hooper is introduced by Eric Ferguson (KC). She is helping with 
groundwater field work including quarterly measurement of water levels, data collection and logging, 
and annual water quality sampling.  
 
6:49  Sustainability Indicator Update / Draft Outreach - Michelle Green, Science Communications 
specialist (KC) asks the committee to help her get Sustainability Indicator (SI) data out to residents in a 
way that is understandable and useful to the public, and useable for the committee -using digital and/or 
print resources. The visual data produced (charts and other graphics) can be used in many outreach 
strategies. Michelle can commit to working on getting the graphics ready and making them easy to 
update, and helping with how to present them- the committee then figures out the channels for sharing 
them. The timeline is to have drafts by July, finished by fall for community gatherings and the schools.  
The committee suggests subgroups of island residents to target including seasonal residents/part-time 
vacation homeowners, landscapers and organizations such as realtors. A recommendation for a big 
educational effort, possibly reaching teachers in schools and developing/offering a class similar to the 
septic workshop model, possibly supported by public health staff. Suggestions are made to inform public 
via the local newspaper and direct mailers (effective but pricey). Another suggestion is to mail the 
information with district water bills. 
The committee discusses reviewing the indicators themselves with Eric Ferguson and evaluating the 
info that goes into them, whether other kinds of data should be considered/included and if the timeline 



 

for updating is too slow (every 5 years). A suggestion for it to be customized by areas to reflect localized 
issues more accurately, and including an annual water budget (the balance of inputs and outputs).  
 
7:18  Updates to OSS Codes – Enubi Lee and Lynn Scheider (KC Public Health) presents slides that 
outline revisions to On-site septic regulations. The biggest change is allowing repairs without permits for 
things such as pumps, distribution boxes, and the pipes between the house and septic system. Other 
changes include increasing lot size for stormwater retention on parcels, decreasing drain field sizes, 
decreasing ADU sizing requirements to a 1-bedroom capacity, allowing certified pumpers to do routine 
drain field inspections, changing bedroom definitions (mostly for very large homes), nitrogen treatment 
requirements, securing tank lids, and increasing fines for bootlegged systems (waived when permitted 
system is installed).  Lynn is available for questions or to work through issues at 206-477-2124. 
 
7:36  Safe Wells Program Update- John Martinak communicates that Allen DeSteiguer has a well 
meter replacement for the program and it will cost $300 for installation. A vote by the committee is all in 
favor of this cost to replace the well meter.  
 
7:45  Stormwater work update - Michael Laurie (Watershed LLC) brings in a ‘show and tell’ box with a 
compost sock and straw waddle. The compost sock is a burlap ‘sock’ filled with a mixture of sand, 
biochar and compost.  He wants to test for 6ppdq (tire additive that causes known harm to salmon 
spawning) before and after stormwater is filtered by the compost sock and waddle and found 1 lab in 
King County that has the ability to do the test, however it costs $500 per water sample. He would like to 
do this in two places: stormwater runoff behind Minglement and at the Heron Meadow.  
 
8:05  VMIGPC Discussion of Priorities, Goals and Workplans- Donna’s proposal is to set up 1 
subcommittee to work with Michelle Green on outreach about Indicators, 1 subcommittee to work with 
Eric Ferguson to evaluate the Indicators (established by the committee in the past), and 1 to address 
general education about wells and septic systems. Mary suggests the Geology study is also important 
work. John notes he was impressed with the septic workshop at the library. Suggestion that Mike 
O’Connors report could be mined for outreach. It is also noted that it is hard to sustain a monitoring 
effort if someone isn’t put in charge, e.g. the safe wells program had a budget to start and had good 
participation at first.  Attrition of volunteers is an issue and it might need support and could be an 
opportunity for discussion.  
Mike Brown mentions Kathy Troost is available to go over records of well logs, update the well 
database and identify where the data gaps are and what we can do about it. A motion is made and all 
approved to spend the money that was set aside last meeting ($3000) for this contractor work. Mike 
will put together a scope and Kathy will be asked to attend the July meeting.  
The process for adding new committee members is discussed, as well as the open positions. Adria 
will send contact information to Mary and Donna for the people in attendance who are interested.  
 
Committee members are asked to volunteer for the subcommittees, listed below as members: 

1. Outreach Subcommittee for Sustainability Indicators, working with Michelle Green.  
Members: Mary Bruno, Donna Klemka, Bianca Perla  

2. Data Subcommittee for Sustainability Indicators, working with Eric Ferguson. 
Members:  Morgan Brown, Mike Brown, Steve Bergman, Donna Klemka, Bianca Perla 

3. Education/Outreach Subcommittee for Wells and Septic, Members: Richard Bard, Mary 
Bruno, Allen DeSteiguer, John Martinak, Donna Klemka 

4. Recruitment Subcommittee, Members: Donna Klemka, John Martinak, Mary Bruno 
5. Geology Study and Wells Records Update  Members: Mike Brown working with Kathy 

Troost, Steve Bergman, Donna Klemka 
 
9:00  Meeting ends. Good night. 


