
 

 
 

Vashon – Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee Agenda 
 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm Wednesday, July 30th, 2025 

Vashon Land Trust Building 10014 Bank Rd, Vashon Island 
 

Morgan Brown X Allen DeSteiguer X John Martinak  X 

Mary Bruno X Mike Brown X Donna Klemka X 

Richard Bard X Angela McKay X   

Staff      

Chris Martin (Ecology)  Eric Ferguson, KC X Greg Rabourn, KC  X 

Adria Magrath, KC X Meagan Jackson, KC X   

 

Welcome! John Martinak reviews tonight’s agenda, and committee approves. Review of last meeting’s 
notes, and committee approves.  

Public comment – None offered. 
 
Septic Team Update- Anne Atwell reports that workshops with KC have been well-received by the 
community. A mini-documentary with interviews with the Septic team was filmed and will be shown at 
the theater on Vashon on August 15th.  Also planning a tabling event at Thriftway where they answer 
basic questions and drive folks to the website.  
KC is interested in renewing the project with a budget of 10K. Anne is stepping down as manager, will 
remain as volunteer, and looking for new manager. Also working on a ‘what we have learned’ report that 
KC can use to try to replicate in other areas.  
 
VMI Marine Recovery Area Update and Expansion.- Meagan Jackson (Seattle and KC Public Health) 
shows how on-site septic system (OSS) improvements by property owners in the Marine Recovery Area 
(MRA) around VMI has successfully improved water quality to upgrade >600 acres of shellfish 
harvesting areas. However, more areas have failing systems. For example, the Healthy Beach Project 
found 9 (out of 200) system ‘failures’ at the NW corner of the island. “Failure” is explained as sewage on 
the surface or a leaking tank (dye test). Public health focuses on shellfish harvesting safety, and as per 
state code are required to establish an MRA.  
Public Health is considering some upland extension of the MRA and is looking for feedback from this 
committee on the proposal to designate the whole island as a sensitive area in the OSS local 
management plan.  
Currently, in an MRA, inspections or charcoal dye tests are required annually. In a sensitive area, 
inspections are required for gravity systems every 3 years, and annually for more complex systems. 
Enforcement would be 1 out of 3 missed, translating to once every 9 years for gravity systems. Sensitive 
area residents would receive septic system inspection reminders, and could be fined if not done 
(currently, there is a 65-80% inspection compliance rate and 4% are fined).  
KC Public Health could make adjustments to address burden and cost to property owners such as 
reducing inspections in an MRA to every 3 years, adding a free county-provided charcoal dye test every 
9 years, and piloting a self-inspection program (by passing a training) for owners of gravity systems. 



 

The committee is concerned about cost to homeowners and asked for a cost analysis. Multiple financial 
assistance solutions were mentioned but can be somewhat limited. Numerous committee members 
support the idea for a self-inspection program, and it is suggested to prioritize the pilot program and 
make sure it is robust before designating a sensitive area. There are also concerns about the additional 
burden this would present on homeowners given that its already an onerous process for septic 
permitting. 
Public Health is creating an advisory group and looking for a representative from this committee to help 
with a proposal by spring of next year, have community meetings, and go to the board of health at the 
end of next year.  
Final committee suggestion was to have the safe-wells subcommittee expand to include septic issues 
and meet with Public Health.   
 
Water Budget Report Presentation – Mike Brown “Analysis of KC monitoring of stream discharge and 
precipitation over decadal time spans” gives an analysis of water data processed from available 
precipitation and stream discharge records to help put together the annual water budget. Water budget 
shows dynamic equilibrium of inflow and outflow that are generally balanced and show how water is 
redistributed. General conclusions: of total volume of precipitation, 45% goes to evapotranspiraton, 20% 
to direct runoff, 20% to baseflow, and 15% into deeper aquifers with outflow to sound. Mike says all of 
this shows about 35% of total goes into groundwater recharge- aquifers. Trends with climate are weak 
and there aren’t trends in runoff or baseflow fractions. Watersheds such as Judd Creek shows stream 
discharge of about 40% of precipitation. Infiltration of rainwater occurs within 1-2 days in fall, and up to 
10 days in mid-late winter. Instead of using groundwater flow modelling as in the past, we propose using 
the data-focused water budget approach to assess groundwater availability.  
 
Angie McKay nomination - Mary Bruno and Donna Klemka speak about meeting with Angie and a 
motion is made to nominate Angie to the GWPC and all are in favor to further the nomination.  
 
Stormwater grant application update – Mary Bruno updates that Jessica Engle (KC Rainscapes) 
submitted the grant application for 200K on July 11 with 5 letters of support. The goal is to have at least 
1 green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) project done on VMI in collaboration with the GWPC. 
 
VMIGPC Subcommittee work updates: 
 

1. Sustainability Indicator Outreach - Michelle Green (KC) shows the website they are 
working on, designed in a modular way so that it can be updated and used in different 
contexts/purposes, and asks for input  

2. Sustainability Indicator Reassessment –Donna shares a document showing what indicator 
data they are considering to change. Group wants to drop a few, keep most as is, and 
possibly add ‘contaminates of concern, nearshore freshwater discharge and water budget 
data. Still need to work through refinement or additional details to add.  

3. Wells and Septic Education/Outreach: Safe Wells Program - Mary shares they are 
identifying potential group B system owners- Pursuing email contact with some success. 
Possible challenge to putting meters on group B systems wells is it may change the well plan 
enough that it would need an engineering report. Budget is short for installing/replacing 
meters; have 5-6 meters for installing  

4. Recruitment of new board members –Donna wants committee to spend time at the next 
meeting to identify possible names of people who may want to serve 

 
 
Meeting ends. Good night. 
 


