
 

 
 

Vashon – Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee Agenda 
 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm Wednesday, October 22nd, 2025 

Vashon Land Trust Building 10014 Bank Rd, Vashon Island 
 

Morgan Brown X Allen DeSteiguer X John Martinak  X 

Mary Bruno X Mike Brown X Donna Klemka X 

Richard Bard X Angela McKay X   

Staff      

Chris Martin (Ecology)  Eric Ferguson, KC X Greg Rabourn, KC  X 

Adria Magrath, KC X Michelle Green, KC X   

 
Welcome! Review agenda and previous meeting notes (Chair: John Martinak) Donna suggests edit to 
minutes about water budget presentation – adding “Instead of using groundwater flow modeling (as in 
the past) we propose using the data-focused water budget approach to assess groundwater availability.” 
Move approved with edits. Regarding agenda, Allen wants time to consider proposals and allocate 
budget and not make decisions about budgets until January. Allen makes a motion that the committee 
wait until January to make decisions on budget proposals that are heard tonight. Approved all in favor.  
 
Public comment –Michael Laurie introduces Ken Miller, BioChar Czar on Vashon. Donna welcomes 
Angie, the new committee member in process. 
 
Stormwater grant application update – Mary Bruno describes the award of a 200K grant from Puget 
Sound estuary program of EPA. The plan is to contract a feasibility analysis to find a suitable GSI 
project. Committee responsibility is to facilitate and represent community interests (location, project 
suggestions) and to allow people to provide input (eg. surveys, meetings, etc) and help community feel 
ownership about the final project put in place. Timeline details are unknown. It is apossible grant can 
look at overall stormwater needs for town. Folks involved are Angie, Mary and Richard. Bianca wants to 
be involved too and mentions the preliminary work done by Michael Laurie and the list of places 
Micheal, Bianca, Greg, and Tom Dean have already put together.  
 
Team Septic update- Mary Bruno informs that Anne is stepping down and Adria is taking the role of 
Septic Team project manager. Team is looking to spend more effort on advocacy- as the bridge 
between the county and property owners. Team is passing out septic system horror story cards at 
Thriftway next week. Morgan suggests Marine Recovery Area meetings should include someone from 
septic team, as it impacts the island’s OSS inspection schedule. 
 
Sustainability Indicator Outreach Subcommittee update- Michelle Green (KC) shows a website 
being developed, 3 pages total, that shows people about Vashon’s freshwater balance (hydrologic 
cycle) and aquifer information, including updated sustainability indicators that can link to more in-depth 
information. The idea is that clear graphics can be used in many different contexts/publications. The roll 
out is in January; she can send out pdfs of the pages for the committee to review before they publish. 
Some feedback is to be consistent with language (groundwater vs freshwater) and to think about the 
aquifer as a complex system rather than a singular thing. The graphic is suggested to be too simplistic 
in its diagram of groundwater and hard to read as a cross-section.  



 

Streams Update and Proposal- Bianca Perla (Vashon Nature Center) presents slides and a summary 
of work this year and introduces Alex Brown, new coordinator for research and programs. Stream bugs 
for sustainability indicators just wrapped up, is done in fall for base flow standardized protocol and data 
loaded into Puget sound stream benthos database as part of “Scientists in Schools” program with 6th 
graders. Benthic results from Judd creek log restoration monitoring and Gorsuch creek long term 
monitoring showing improvements, not as much as in upper shinglemill. Lower shinglemill has only a 
slight improvement from the 90’s with some flies. Reed canary grass there has taken over and changes 
hydrology and adds silt.  Pfas and 6ppq samples taken and will be able to report on that soon. 
Salmon/trout surveys with volunteers just started. Salmon numbers declining, but lots of juveniles found 
and possible non-natal rearing in our creeks which may be found with eDNA data. Each creek and each 
year is different so long term data is important.  
 
Proposal for 2026: Continuing Stream surveys and salmon watch - 4K, Scientists in schools full 6th 
grade program - 4K, Sustainability Indicators Report - 2K and helping stormwater subcommittee as 
needed. (Total request is 10K, same as last year) 
Scientists in schools is a large program with many grades and this is just a small part of it.  
 
Stormwater Update and Proposal- Michael Laurie (Watershed, LLC) shares summary of stormwater 
work, including creating compost socks filled with mix of compost, sand and biochar with the intent to 
filter/clean streams of stormwater runoff. Compost socks were installed to replace the straw waddles at 
the Heron Meadow and the roasterie. Future plans are to test if they filter certain pollutants of interest (ie 
PFAS, 6ppdq) by taking water samples both up and downstream of the socks and sending to certified 
labs for testing. Also working with Country Store ownership regarding their important site for stormwater 
flow into Judd Creek. The issue of polluted water runoff from car washes at IGA has been addressed by 
both making the owner of IGA aware of the requirement to use a pumping system to keep the water out 
of Shinglemill (and/or not holding carwashes unless this system is used/operable) and working with a 
local business leader to install a commercial carwash with water cleaning system at courthouse square. 
 
Proposal for 2026: Continuing to work with local business leader to guide carwash effort. Continuing to 
work with new owner (in-process) at Country Store. Helping to add stormwater testing to Land Trust 
stream restoration plans. Water testing is $500 per sample. No specific dollar amount requested. Any 
amount of support appreciated. These projects are scalable if committee wants to do some of them next 
year.  
 
Well Water Database Improvement Update and Proposal- Mike Brown gives background on how the 
available data and well logs are inaccurate and unreliable. We could do better and various problems are 
discussed with database information and how poorly things are ‘nailed down’. 
 
Proposal for 2026: One proposal is no cost and involves Michael working with volunteers to go out into 
community and gather information from well owners as an organized citizen science effort. Another 
proposal is to contract with Kathy Troost for 20K to improve the well database– understanding this is 
currently beyond the budget. It is also recognized that some residents will have safety concerns about 
having their personal well information accessible in a public database.  
 
Safe Wells Program Update and Proposal- Richard Bard and Mary Bruno want to host an annual 
Q&A with experts, grow their volunteer #s, and apply for 5-10K grant from DOH local assistance 
program to create a part time position to manage the safe wells program. This would require a 
partnership with a group A system (support has been voiced from multiple members already) 
 
Proposal for 2026: Request made for 4,400 for a Q&A event, equipment, and field staff labor.  



 

2026 Budget Discussion of proposals and outlook for 2026. Decision making is tabled until January 
meeting. Questions are asked about a few details on car wash proposal, and Donna mentions 
excitement about funding things that directly fill in data gaps that help the committee understand the 
water situation. Allen wants to see more clarity and brevity and a more business-like approach. Greg 
suggests developing a process for how to prioritize proposals and divide up the available money, which 
can be expected to be the same as last year- 15K.  
 
Additional Subcommittee work updates: 
 
1. Sustainability Indicator Reassessment – working with Eric Ferguson (KC) Members: Morgan 

Brown, Mike Brown, Steve Bergman, Donna Klemka, Bianca Perla 
Update to indicators in water quality: adding contaminates of concern and removing QM/marine. 
Update to indicators in water quantity: change made to stream flashiness indicator. Update in 
Ecosystem health: adding different components. Update to Sustainable Water Use: adding per 
capita component into total usage and adding a new indicator for water budget. Will be done end of 
year so questions can be answered in January. 

 
2. Recruitment of new board members –Members: Donna Klemka, John Martinak, Mary Bruno 

Discussion of positions that are open and extension of a few terms. Possible new members 
mentioned by Mary: Christopher Conrad, Kevin Graynum, Will Kutcher 

 
Elect Next Year’s Officers- Greg Rabourn (KC) opens nominations, and members discuss possibilities. 
John and Donna are in their first terms and are renominated. All votes are in favor of John continuing as 
Chair and Donna continuing as Vice Chair.  
 
Meeting ends at 9:17pm. Good night. 
 


