
 

 
 

Vashon – Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee Agenda 
 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm Wednesday, January 28th, 2026 

Vashon Land Trust Building 10014 Bank Rd, Vashon Island 
 

Morgan Brown X Allen DeSteiguer X John Martinak  X 

Mary Bruno X Mike Brown X Donna Klemka X 

Nick Simmons X Angela McKay X Steve Coddington X 

Richard Bard      

Staff      

Chris Martin (Ecology) X Eric Ferguson, KC X Greg Rabourn, KC  X 

Adria Magrath, KC X     

Hybrid meeting format. Attend in person or virtually in Teams.   

Welcome! Review agenda and previous meeting notes- John Martinak approves minutes and agenda 

Public comment –Steve Bergman, on behalf of the Vashon climate action planning committee, in 
regards to the KC strategic action plan released last fall, has identified 11 actions out of 119 that groups 
within the county will act on and would be important for this committee. Steve would like help from the 
committee with county meetings about implementing actions in line with the strategic action plan. Asks if 
committee is interested in helping, and Donna offers to put on agenda for next meeting. Greg comments 
that Allen was first to turn in his financial disclosure form and so wins a chocolate bar.  
 
Introducing new committee candidates – Greg Rabourn (KC) potential committee members Nick 
Simmons and Steve Coddington were interviewed in-person by Greg, John, Donna and Mary and 
Donna recommends both candidates. Steve was a hydrogeologist, then HS math teacher, enjoys being 
apart of the community and wants to be involved. Nick Simmons has been a resident since 87, is now 
the Burton water company distribution manager, values island water sources and wants to be on the 
committee b/c interested in intersection of KC policies and consequences, intended or unintended.  
Motion forwarded for both to be on the committee and all in favor- next step goes to executive 
committee for approval and then to county council.  
 
Groundwater Budget Update and Monitoring – Greg Rabourn (KC)   
Greg asks if we want to keep the committee in existence due to a reauthorization in process for another 
five years.  Enthusiastic unanimous approval.  
 
Budget Update- budget increased by 2K up to 17K and then cost of water quality sampling from lab are 
20% higher, which puts budget down 6,300.  There are 6 sampling sites on Vashon, 4 of which are paid 
for by GW program. Committee can either reduce stream sites monitored or alter the water quality 
budget to align. In a biennium now, so don’t need to take any action now but agree to freeze the 2500 
that was unallotted and come back at the next meeting to talk about making adjustments to budget or 
sampling. Donna asks for something to be sent out in writing for consideration before an action needs to 
be taken at a committee meeting.  



 

Septic Team update- Adria Magrath updated committee about the workshops which were a success,  
Meagan Jackson updates about the MRA expansion to all shoreline properties- including technology 
improvements for sending email reminders, a three years grace period before required inspections, - an 
exemption process for large properties with septic far from shoreline. Plan is to communicate broadly so 
community has the information necessary to understand the impact and make it a little less scary and so 
folks know resources are available. Considering options to reduce inspection frequency, have county 
employees do a more thorough test approx. every 10 years, maybe starting where bacterial counts are 
highest  
 
Update on Grant proposal- Donna updates about possible grant for UW graduate student to sample 
for microplastics and heavy metals in surface and ground water, connected through Bianca/Nature 
Center, and asks to provide a letter of support but not obligating the committee to specific actions. 
 
Publicity in Beachcomber on groundwater issues – Donna wants to do a big centerfold in the 
beachcomber for publicity- Bianca wrote into a grant for spreading information to community on 
sustainability indicators and other things. Mary has interest in a monthly column on groundwater issues 
and has talked to reporter Aspen. Michelle at the county can also subsidize some reporting. Mary 
suggests the GSI grant would be a great story.  
 
7:50   VMIGPC Subcommittee work updates: 
 

1. Sustainability Indicator Outreach –Webpages are live and Eric walks us through the pages 
and shows us the indicators and reports online and says that there is room for improvement.  

 
2. Stormwater - GSI grant-Jessica Engle from greenscapes has a DOE grant 225K to do a project 

on Vashon – an advisory committee is formed and ready, She is waiting for a response from 
DOE about specificity. They will hire a consultant and work with the advisory committee to 
prioritize and find a project and complete 1 visible project on the island.   

 
3. Safe Wells Program –Upcoming workshop and recruiting participants- Workshop planned 

for June 17th 6-730 in person at Land Trust Building. 23 homeonwners now working with them to 
get water monitors for their wells. Mary wants to give them the information they collect. Richard 
supplies the names and contacts, Ruby tells them about the program, she meets with 
homeowner and checks out the well and sees if she can get a measurement. She will get 
measurements in May and uses a sonic device that works ‘relatively’ well. Allen asks for a map 
location for all these wells- Ruby says she can provide that . Mary will follow up. Eric is providing 
a sonic device for Allen for long term loan for use in community 

 
8:45  Planning for future committee meetings – Donna wants to bring presenters to meetings for 
instance a panel of group A operators to hear about their issues. There is support for this. There are 7 
big water providers (a total of 22 group A’s) Nick brings up that it is cheaper to have multiple exempt 
wells than a group B well for example- about 25K in engineering costs and 2 years for approval 
Donna asks about data gaps and group B’s and its acknowledged that knowledge of group B systems 
is ‘weak’ on the island. Eric explains that there are many Group B’s, and 70% have less than 4 
connections, part of the safewell programs are looking at some these smaller systems.   
 
 
9:00  Meeting ends. Good night. 
 
 
 


