Vashon — Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee Agenda

tg King County

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm Wednesday, January 28th, 2026
Vashon Land Trust Building 10014 Bank Rd, Vashon Island
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Welcome! Review agenda and previous meeting notes (John Martinak) Minutes approved unanimously
as written. One change to draft agenda is to switch Michelle Green’s Subcommittee update with Adria
Magrath’s Septic Team Update

Public comment — Nick Simmons, distribution manager for Burton Water, makes a comment about
lower water levels in island wells. He notes evidence of static levels dropping especially in wells on
Westside of the island in QVR soils, and mentions one well has dropped almost 15 feet in the last 8
years.

Sustainability Indicator Outreach Subcommittee Update- Michelle Green (KC) shares 3 pages of
printouts to show website pages for the committee members to review. There is no live webpage to look
at yet, and Michelle will let the committee know as soon as they are published. There will also be a
follow-up word document emailed to committee members to review.

VMI Coastal Hazards Vulnerability Assessment - Kollin Higgins and Lara Whitely Binder (KC)
presented details about Phase 1 of the assessment completed last year (phase 2 begins this year). The
study looked at Vashon-Maury Island shoreline’s exposure to coastal flooding and landslides. They
evaluated buildings and OSS, using an analysis based on 0, 1.6, and 3.3 ft of sea level rise (SLR) and
20yr storm events and several landslide hazard data sets. The high level findings show that 70% of the
parcels that are exposed to coastal flooding with 3 ft of SLR are already exposed to flooding with no sea
level rise added (429 buildings and 136 septics are exposed to flooding now, 794 buildings and 484
septics would be exposed with 3.3 ft of SLR). The high level findings for landslides shows that structures
with the highest coastal landslide exposure are waterward of the bluff crest and within known landslide
and/or steep slope hazard areas. A total of 95 buildings have the highest combined hazard exposure;
that is have the highest exposure to landslides and highest exposure to coastal flooding. Report can be
found online at https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/2025/kcr4188.pdf

Annual Summary of Monitoring Activities— Eric Ferguson and Ruby Hooper (KC) present data on
water monitoring in 2025 including rainfall, streams, and groundwater. The island has two new rain
gauges and monitoring is moving to real-time at all sites. Overall, rainfall in 2025 was about 10 inches
lower than average. Annual stream water quality data shows improvement at every site that has data for


https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/2025/kcr4188.pdf

multiple years. They would like more volunteers for monitoring well water levels for groundwater
monitoring efforts. For groundwater quality, they look at nitrate/nitrite, chloride and arsenic in wells and
at test sites. Levels of each are tracked independently at each well/site. There remain questions about
water usage and the best way to go about getting data to answer these questions.

Budget Proposals Discussion and Decision-making — Donna Klemka and John Martinak lead a
discussion about the discretionary budget, exploring possible additional sources of funding for the
committee’s projects, and the proposals that were presented at last meeting. Greg announces there is
an inflationary increase this year, making the budget approximately 17K.

Michael Brown suggests not considering his well database 20K proposal for spending within the
discretionary budget. It might be hard to find separate funding for the wells database update by Kathy
Troost, and it is understood that project-specific grant monies are possible when partnering with KC,
such as the current GSI grant, but it would be very difficult for the committee the ask for more operating
money or get and administer a grant on their own.

The proposals from partners Bianca Perla of VNC and Michael Laurie are discussed. They both
provided written updates to the committee about water testing for PFAS and 6ppdq done in the last few
months, and in addition Micheal plans to work with the Land Trust with their stream restoration plan.
Donna moves to fund VNC in full (10K) because the work is directly related to the committee’s work,
and it is approved with all in favor. Donna suggests holding some money until the committee knows
more about how best to direct it to generate robust data. Greg points out that while the Land Trust has a
large grant from KC for their stream restoration, last year the GWPC held some money with similar
intent and ended up not allocating it and having to spend it at the end.

The committee discusses the safe wells program proposal, wanting to do a ‘draw down’ analysis, getting
a better spread in data points and exactly what data to collect. It is agreed that the committee wants to
iron details from safe wells subcommittee on equipment and data collection efforts and want to circle
back to the subject in the April meeting. Micheal moves to fund the safe wells subcommittee 4.5K, and it
is approved all in favor.

Septic Team update- Adria Magrath updates the committee about the septic 101 workshop being
planned for March 24" in-person at the library and March 26" online. Promotions and outreach efforts
will be coordinating with the safe wells teams who are also planning an online Q&A on the evening of
March 25". The county has produced a video of the Septic Team that it is using for outreach and
recruiting septic teams in other communities, that is being shared online in the community and with the
committee.

Stormwater Subcommittee— GSI grant update- Donna, Angie and Mary (in writing) update the
committee on the work to form a technical expertise group/board to help advise the work on the 2-year
grant.

Sustainability Indicator Reassessment Update— Eric Ferguson (KC) and Donna updates the
committee that they’re very close to a final draft of the changes and once they are done won’t need to
do much more.

Safe Wells Program Update- Allen mentions that they are still have 3-4 well users monitoring wells but
they need more data points. Allen agrees to talk to Eric and more discussion shelved until April meeting.

Recruitment Subcommittee Update — Donna talks about possible ads in the beachcomber and
plugging the committee at the upcoming septic and wells workshops.

Meeting ends. Good night.



