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Meeting Notes

February 24,2026 — 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm (scheduled)
Meeting/Video Conference Call via Zoom (King County account)

I. Welcome

- Introductions:

- Max welcomes everyone to the meeting.
- Public Comment:

- No public comments

II. General CRC Announcements
- 2026 CRC Meeting Schedule
- March — In-person community meeting focused on flood experiences and SPU/King County response.
1. Venue must accommodate public commentators and agency representatives (SPU, DLS, Fish Passage, Rivers).
- April 28,2026 — Zoom
2. Flood Experience Survey Update
3. WDFW Fish Reports (Gerhard and Lawrence to coordinate with Aaron Bosworth/ WDFW).
- June 2026 — “I Heart Cedar River” Community Event at McKnight Middle School.
- July 2026 — Shadow Visit and land protection update (133 acres).
- September 2026 — River Bend Site Visit to observe post-flood changes.
- November 17, 2026 — In-person or Zoom
4. Year-end basin updates
5. 2027 CRC priorities
6. Flood Experience findings (if timing aligns)
- CRC Flood Stories Project
- CRC-led survey to collect residents’ firsthand accounts of the 2025 flood.
- Hard copy and digital versions to be distributed by CRC members.
- NBrown to provide printed copies, envelopes, and a flyer with QR code.

III. Topic Discussion — December 2025 Flood Event

Presentation and Discussion — Alexandra Dolk & Monica Walker (King County Rivers and Floodplain
Management)

- Overview of the December 2025 atmospheric river event that caused record flooding across six major rivers.
- Cedar River reached a historic peak of 12,500 cfs at Renton, surpassing the 1990 record.

- Flood Warning Center operated 482 hours continuously; 92 personnel deployed (including 50 National Guard
members).

- 14 emergency repairs completed countywide, including three on the Cedar River (Cedar River Trail 1 & 3,
Tabor-Crowell revetments).

- Post-flood inspections covered 325-350 facilities; results submitted to FEMA for potential disaster funding.
- Coordination with multiple agencies: King County Roads, Parks, OEM, Army Corps, and local jurisdictions.
- Flood recovery resources available at kingcounty.gov/flood-recovery, kingcounty.gov/flood-buyout,

and Kingcounty.gov/home-elevation.



IV.Q&A

- Q — Jeff H. Will there be public input on the damaged sites list? I’d like a copy of the levy assessments on the Cedar.
- A —Monica Walker: The County is developing a prioritization process to be reviewed by the Flood Control District
this spring. Public input will be sought through the Cedar Capital Investment Strategy update.

- Q — Jeff H. Have you approached the state for Climate Commitment Act (CCA) money to mitigate flood protection
damage?

- A —Monica Walker & Alexandra Dolk: The idea has not been explored but could be considered in future funding
discussions.

- Q — Jay Mirro: Is there data showing that decades of buyouts and restoration reduced flooding or damage in the
Lower Cedar River Basin?

- A — Monica Walker: No direct data yet, but buyouts have removed many residents from high-risk areas, and no
deaths occurred during the 2025 flood. Sediment changes have altered river behavior, creating new challenges.

- Q — Lawrence Reymann: Can you assess the impact of sediment deposited at the river mouth for salmon?

- A — Monica Walker: The City of Renton conducts annual sediment assessments and dredging; King County’s
Habitat Restoration Unit may provide additional insight.

- Q — Jay Mirro: Did SPU adjust dam releases to earlier hours to address resident concerns?

- A — Alexandra Dolk: Several afternoon releases were documented, though it is unclear if this was in response to
feedback.

- Q — Corinne Helmer: Were salmon redds scoured by heavy flows?

- A — Gerhard Graumann & Lawrence Reymann: Fry counts were about 10% of normal; hatchery efforts may offset
losses.

- Q — Rosemary Richert (Renton Lyons Club): SE 184th Street was destroyed, cutting off access to the Lyons
Memorial Youth Camp. What are the repair plans?

- A — Monica Walker: The road is managed by King County Roads. Contacts provided for Roads Division and
Councilmember Reagan Dunn. Potential funding sources include FEMA, Realtors Relief Foundation, and upcoming
DLS business recovery grants.

V. CRC 2026 Planning and Next Steps

- March 2026 — In-person flood experience meeting (SPU and King County staff invited).

- April 2026 — Virtual meeting for fish reports and survey updates.

- June 2026 — “I Heart Cedar River” community event.

- July 2026 — Shadow site visit.

- September 2026 — River Bend field trip.

- November 2026 — Year-end updates and flood findings.

Action Items:

- NBrown — Schedule March meeting, finalize and distribute Flood Stories survey, coordinate with SPU/King County,
advertise meeting, provide printed materials, and explore emergency funding for Renton Lyons Club Camp.
- Gerhard Graumann & Lawrence Reymann — Compile fish/fry data for April meeting.

- Alexandra Dolk — Consult King County ecologists on sediment impacts at the river mouth.

VI. Closing

- CRC emphasized the importance of documenting community flood experiences and maintaining engagement with
residents.

- Meeting adjourned at 7:37 PM



