L&l King County

Your Big Backyard

April 232026 SCAC Meeting

Date: 04/23/26
Time: 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Location: Skyway Resource Center

Attendees:

Committee Members
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Alesia Cannady, Women’s United/Elders

Cherryl Jackson Williams, Renton School District
Jeannie Williams, Skyway Coalition

John Reid, Urban Family

Landon Saepon, Skyway Rec Aide/Youth

Leslie Marquardt Keller, Pool Community

Lordia Williams, Asian community

Meagan Seril, Skyway parent and business owner
Melissa Thelemaque, Renton School District parent
Muletu Kalil, Skyway parent

Rebecca Zapata, Skyway Coalition

Sarah Blessing Garcia, Skyway Rec Aide/Youth
Stephanie Commansdest, Elder community

e Absent:

©)

Project Team
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PastorJamaal Cole, Greater Gospel Temple

David Dahl, KC Parks

Gabriel Avila-Mooney, KC Parks
Heidi Kandathil, KC Parks
Regina Wandler, KC Parks
Emily Wheeler, ARC Architects
Gerik Dobes, ARC Architects
Ayako Shapiro, PRR
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o Jenny Thacker, PRR
o Sabrina Lopez, PRR
o Kelly Pajek, 4Culture

Meeting Notes:

3:00 p.m. -Welcome and introductions, Update from John Taylor
Gabe began the meeting welcoming everyone in the room. He led the group through an
icebreaker activity in which he asked participants to share the following with the group:

e Name, pronouns, race, any other key identifiers
e Who are you representing here today?

e Whatis onesmell thatholds nostalgia foryou?

The group took turns around the room. Each attendee introduced themselves and
answered the questions above. Once everyone had shared, Gabe turned it over to John
Taylor (KC Parks) —who attended via on-line link.

3:24 p.m. - Site and schedule update

John Taylor gave an update on the schedule and new site. Parks is in the process of
purchasing Skyway Bowl and the sale will hopefully close on May 22. He mentioned this is
a great opportunity to revitalize Renton Ave and provide a new way to open up Skyway Park.
John then invited the group to ask any questions:

Cherryl Jackson Williams: Are you planning to maintain whatis in the building, for
example areyou just planning to renovate and then open?

John Taylor: | will be transparent, once we acquire the building and take possession, it will
not be a very workable facility. It willbe demolished. As it stands, itis currently not ADA
compliantand has otherissues.

John Reid: Do we know when breaking ground would happen?

John Taylor: No, what we anticipate is that by changing the site, it will change the design
and slow things down. This site is much better than the park, butitis going to change the
timeline. With a parcel that big, we were thinking of partnering with someone to getsome
development there. | think you are going to end up with something that does more to the
Skyway community.
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Stephanie Commansdest: A project of this size, does it fit the threshold of having
environmental review, comment periods, all those things?

John Taylor: | am no expert, but | can somewhat answer. We will need to do a SEPA
process, and given this developed site, | can see this being a determination of no
significance.

Leslie Marquardt Keller: | wanted to state for this group that the rumorin the community
is that casino property next door has been sold to a new owner, and some are thinking the
license will be renewed. | think that’s also a piece of the puzzle.

John Taylor: | do not know the veracity of that rumor. | also know that the casino license
runs with the property; thatis a state license, not County. We can keep a good thought that
whatever happens next doorwon’t be a casino, butl do not know.

3:40p.m. —Engagement Update and Overview of the meeting agenda

Gabe gave the group an overview of the meeting agenda. He then proceeded to sharean
engagement update and the upcoming opportunities. These include focus groups, in-
language outreach, and office hours at the Skyway Library. The project team will have a
presence atthe various summer community events. An updated design timeline was
shared.

3:47: Values and Mission

Ayako (PRR) reminded the group about the values that they decided on together at their
first and second meeting in November and January. Then Ayako showed the committee
members the most updated draft mission statement forthe community center that
resulted from thatvalues conversation:

“A community-centered space, realized through decades of advocacy and passion from
Skyway’s Black and Brown community members. Developed in collaboration with, rooted
in, and forthe vibrant Skyway community. Serving elders, youth, children, and families, this
is a space forall community (members) to gather, to play, to grow, to learn and to
connect.”

Ayako asked the group to share their thoughts of the mission statement and if there was
anything missing:
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o Lordia Willaims: | am just curious about and the specific call out of Black and
Brown communities, | am just trying to understand. Is this because we are trying to
focus on Black and Brown people?

o Rebecca Zapata: | think this came from feeling like the Black and Brown
communities were being washed away. If we are handing this to someone, are they
going to getwho was here and who fought for this vision? For me, this just felt very
neutral without it. Since | run this coalition and ourfocus on Black and Brown
families is trying to center those with the mostimpact, as well as the people
fighting for it.

e John Reid: Also, in the process of talking about what the center needed, whichis a
lifeline, but thatis what it would serve as.

e Melissa Thelemaque: | noticed the samething, what|think can happenin a brain
is some called out and some were not, why not? How many people are we going to
callout?

e CherrylJackson Williams: | want to talk in that context. For housingand all of that,
the folks that have been doing all that work have been Black and Brown people.
They have been the ones that have stayed through the fight.

o John Reid: There was a center thatwas open in the area, itwas in a Black and
Brown community, but none of the activities were serving them.

o Jenny Thacker: Just like Ayako said this is a living document. We can continue to
talk more aboutit downline. Does this meet the good enough for now standard?

All members agreed yes.

BREAK - 10 Minutes (3:53pm)

4:03PM - Programming activity prioritization

Jenny led the group through a programming prioritization activity. The room was splitinto
three groups, and each group was given 42 activities and additional blank pieces of paper
they could write additional activities on. As directed, each group proceeded to rank those
activities and create theirTop 15. The groups presented their ideas. The followingis a short
summary of the discussion. See following pages also for photos of their card lists.

Group #1: Melissa Thelemaque, Leslie Marquardt Keller, Muletu Kalil, Alessia
Cannady
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Muletu Kalil: For us, | think tutoring is very important, as well as computer classes. We
thought in the realm of how all adults and older people should learn how to work
technology.

Alessia Cannady: Elder programming is priority, | think we are at times forgotten, and we
have a lot to contribute. This opens an area where seniors and teens can work together. A
space for intergenerational gatherings.

Melissa Thelemaque: We didn’t have time to really group them. We started to think about
grouping and prioritizing those groups. What you are seeing here is us just putting them up
because we ran out of time.

Muletu Kalil: After school programs are a safety issue and should be at the top. Teen after
school program would be number one for me.

Group #2: Stephanie Commansdest, Sarah Blessing Garcia, Rebecca Zapata, Cherryl
Jackson Williams

CherrylJackson Williams: We spoke to it and started by looking at the programs the
community already has. The schools have after school programs, butwe don’t have a
place for families to come together, or weekend teen programs. We don’t have elder
programming, either. | am looking at the community center and recreational opportunities;
how do we get the elders across the hill to not be isolated. How do we support differently
abled people. We have a large population; how do we get out and in community.

Group #3: John Reid, Lordia Williams, Maegan Seril, Landon Saepon

Lordia Williams: Very similarto group two. We looked at the things already offered and
thought about groupings between the activities. Classroom space you can offer more
variety of classes. We clustered on how you think about space. We were thinking about
whatis not offered here. With weekend teen programming, tutoring may justbe an
outcome of that. Having space for people to be able to play video games, andjust games in
general. Classes can be clustered, you can have ping pong, table tennis, and exercise
classes. Another area for large gatherings, conferences, and events. A big kitchen, not
necessarily classes, but a kitchen space where the community can cook together.
Gathering for large groups of 100, the Skyway community loves to go outin the summer.
There are only school buildings in the area, and we need a different, more open space.
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4:45p.m. —4Culture presentation

4Culture shared a presentation for the SCAC on the various opportunities and ways public
art can be used within a space.

4:58p.m. —Meeting close

Gabe thanked the group for their time and all they brought to space.

Next steps:

e KCP anticipate to close on the Skyway Park Bowl property o May 22.

e KCP will continue conducting in-language outreach.

e KCP willwork with the committee to figure out the best practice for the focus
groups.

e Next meeting will be July 16.
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Teen after school

programming Tutoring

Computer / internet
classes

Elder programming

Tai chi

3 Young kids programming
Gathering for medium (0-4yrs)

group 15-30
Family exercise classes

Kids after school
programming (5-11 yrs)

Performances

Weekend/evening teen
programming

Basketball

Electrical & plumbing -
home repair classes

Group #1
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Weekend/evening teen
programming

Elder programming
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groups 100+
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classes
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group 15-30

Music recording

Group #2

KC Parks — Skyway Community Center Advisory Committee
4/23/26



Kids after school ;
pmgmmmmg (5-11yrt

—rerarter school

p,ogmn\n\lﬂg
Tutoring

Weekend/evemngleen

pmgmn'\n\\m%

Volleyball

Basketball

Ping pong / table tennis

Parenting classes Craft classes
Financial literacy
classes

Art classes

Danca/Zumba Classes

Martial arts
Aerobics

Gathering for large
£roups 100+

<hsior e
8roup 15,35 "

Conferences

Holjg
Oliday, Cvens

Festivals

qUIL efc

Group #3

KC Parks — Skyway Community Center Advisory Committee
4/23/26



