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SEPA Environmental Checklist Addendum
Island Center Forest Bypass Thin

King County, the lead agency, is providing updated information on this project, which
may be of interest to other agencies or the public. The updated information provided
below does not substantially change the analysis of significant impacts in the original
environmental checklist dated May 21, 2024.

The following sections in the original environmental checklist dated May 21, 2024 (see
attachment), should be modified to include the following (bold = new additions, strikethrotgh =
removals):

Name of Original Proposal: Island Center Forest Bypass Thin

Description of Original Proposal: Island Center Forest is a Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC-
C008225) certified working forest demonstrating environmentally sound forest management to
protect and restore ecological systems while providing recreational opportunities. King County
Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) has a 30-Year Forest Plan that focuses on
climate resilient forests. Overcrowded, even-aged stands like at Island Center Forest suffer from
water and light competition, making them more susceptible to disease and drought. Hotter, drier
summers will become common with climate change and exacerbate this problem. The red alder-
dominated stands are already suffering from age-related mortality.

DNRP is proposing 45.04 acres of commercial tree harvesting in Island Center Forest across five
eight units, plus 1.1 acres of risk tree felling, and 4.7 acres of drop-and-leave cutting in four
alder “gap” cuts. The commercial units include: Unit A with 12.9 acres, Unit B includes two
sub-units (B1 West and B1 Central) that combined total 7.6 acres, Unit C is 7.7 acres,
Cemetery Unit is 81 7.7 acres (slightly reduced from original size to avoid trail impacts),
and a series of three “E” units that cover 9.1 acres total. A new 1.1-acre Risk Tree unit was
added since the original SEPA for felling and leaving on-site trees that pose a risk to trail
users.

The objectives for the Douglas-fir treatments are to shift from overly dense stands to less-dense,
more diverse and drought-resistant conifer stands; prevent density-dependent tree mortality; slow
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the spread of laminated root rot and plant with rot-resistant species. In the red alder stands,
treatments will transition the forest from declining alders to more diverse, climate resilient mixed
species stands. The treatments will generate timber revenue to support forest stewardship in line
with the property’s working forest designation, defined in King County’s Comprehensive Plan

(2022) MM%%%B@&%&MMV&%&%@W

DNRP proposes using logging equipment such as processors, log loaders, forwarders, shovel
yarding, or other similar mechanized methods of tree cutting to remove approximately half of the
Douglas-fir up to 24 diameter at breast height (DBH) in the Douglas-fir units. Small,
suppressed, and root-rot infested Douglas-firs will be selectively cut. Larger trees with healthier
crowns will be retained. Western redcedar and other root rot-resistant species would be retained.
Most red alder over 8” DBH in E units would be removed, and all other species retained. The cut
trees would be sold for lumber, chips, pulp, veneer, firewood, or other uses as markets allow.
Stumps will typically remain unless pulled in root rot-infested stands to deter spread.

Location of Proposal:

The project site includes nine units in the eastern half of Island Center Forest (parcels
3623029013, 3123039023, 3123039019, 3123039162). Island Center Forest is southwest of the
town center of Vashon, on Vashon Island.

Proponent/Lead Agency: King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Parks and Recreation Division

Responsible Official: Warren Jimenez
Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division
Address: 201 South Jackson Street, KSC-NR-6500

Seattle, WA 98104-3855

Modified Portions of Environmental Checklist:

A. Background

11. Give a brief, complete description of your proposal ...

Paragraph 2:

The Island Center Bypass Thinning Project is comprised of 45.04 acres of commercial thinning
with replanting aimed at improving stand structure and composition. The main objectives for
these treatments are: promoting the development of complex forest structures by diversifying
stand density structure; preventing mortality and accelerating growth rates of existing understory
and midstory shade tolerant tree species by allowing for establishment of a new, patchy cohort of
understory trees; minimizing the spread of laminated root rot throughout the forest and
replanting with less-susceptible species; minimizing damage to trails, roads, and soils; and
capturing the merchantable value of trees before the decline of alder and root rot Douglas fir, to
support forest stewardship in line with the property’s working forest designation defined in King
County’s Comprehensive Plan (2022). The treatments will shift the ecosystem from over-stocked
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Douglas fir stands — and, in Unit E, alder-dense stands — to more diverse and drought-resistant
coniferous stands. The stands will still have components of the former stand, such as bigleaf
maple and red alder in Unit E and large Douglas firs in the other units, but will begin to shift
toward more resilient, uneven-aged Douglas fir with other native conifers. Unit A covers 12.9
acres of mostly Douglas fir including a large root rot area. Unit B1 Central covers 5.6 acres of
heavily infested, larger diameter Douglas fir, with large root rot openings in B1 West (2.0 acres —
to be cut by island local loggers for local mills). Unit C (7.7 acres) and the Cemetery Unit (7.7
acres) both contain smaller-diameter, densely populated Douglas fir. Unit E1 (2.6 acres), E2 (3.4
acres), and E3 (3.1 acres) contain mostly declining alders. East of the Land Trust trail, four small
red alder gap units totaling 4.7 acres will also be cut, with all trees left on-site and then
replanted. Additionally, a 1.1-acre unit located east of the Cemetery unit is a risk tree
cutting unit. Risk trees evaluated by a Tree Risk Assessor Qualification (TRAQ)-certified
arborist will be marked, cut, and left on-site. These trees pose a risk to trail users; this area
has a high concentration of risk trees and the heavy equipment used to conduct the
adjacent timber harvest will cut the risk trees.

Paragraph 4:

The County proposes using logging equipment such as feller-bunchers, tracked or wheeled
skidders, processors, log loaders, forwarders, shovel yarding, or other similar mechanized
methods of tree cutting to remove reetrot-infested approximately half of the Douglas-fir up to

24” diameter at breast height (DBH) in the Douglas-fir units. Small, suppressed, and root-rot
infested Douglas-firs will be selectively cut. Larger trees with healthier crowns will be
retained. Western redcedar and any other root rot-resistant species would be retained. Most red
alder over 8” DBH in E units would be removed. All other species would be retained. Large trees
will be retained for wildlife and habitat purposes. The cut trees would be sold for lumber, chips,
pulp, veneer, firewood, or other uses as markets allow. Stumps typically would remain in place
and will not be grubbed or pulled. Depending on severity of root rot in the other units, some
stumps may be pulled to deter further spread to healthy trees.

12. Location and Proposal

The project site includes frve eight harvest units, and four alder gap cuts, and one risk-tree
cutting unit in eastern Island Center Forest. The original SEPA Checklist incorrectly
reported the number of units — the three “E” units were counted as one, as were the two
“B” units. The total project acreage went down by 0.4 acres because the Cemetery unit was
reduced on the south end to avoid trail impacts. Island Center Forest is owned by King
County Parks and is located just west of the town of Vashon, on Vashon Island. The site can be
accessed from SW Bank Road by turning south onto 115th Ave SW and continuing to a small
parking area. It can also be accessed from SW Cemetery Rd by turning north onto 115th Ave SW
and parking in a small parking area at a gate. Units C and the three E units are accessible from
115th Ave SW prior to reaching the parking area, and the alder gap cuts are accessible from the
parking area. To reach the remaining units, continue through the locked gates on either end of
115th Ave SW. Cemetery unit is immediately to the east of the locked gate on the south side of
the forest. Unit A begins approximately 500 feet south of the gate on the north side of the forest.
Units A and the E units are split by this road/trail (115th Ave Bypass), with Units E2 and E3 to
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the east. Units B1 Central and B1 West are located approximately 2,000 feet past the north gate,
south of the 188th trail and across from the southern border of the E Units-E.

B. Environmental Elements

1. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):

Timing for this project is for an estimated 8-week period between June-and-Decemberof2024
September 2026 and April 2027. In-forest operations will stop during bird nesting season
according to Section B.5.d below. All trail and road closures will occur only during active
operations.

4.b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?

Approximately 508 thousand board feet (mbf) of Douglas-fir timber and 17 mbf of red alder
timber and pulp will be removed from the site. That is equivalent to around 110 loaded log trucks.
Around 2,700 trees will be cut, which is approximately half of the trees within the harvest
units. Smaller trees will be cut and larger trees retained. Logs will be processed on site; slash
will be scattered across yarding corridors (not piled). No other species of trees are to be cut unless
required for road maintenance, temporary roads, yarding corridors or landings.

4.d. Proposed landscaping. use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance
vegetation on the site, if any.

The project will include the retention of approximately 50% of the existing stands in the conifer
thinning units. In Unit E, all-deelining most red alders over 8” DBH will be removed. All other
tree species will be retained, unless removal is unavoidable for operational needs such as road
maintenance, temporary roads, yarding corridors or landings. The project area where root rot
exists will be interplanted with native root rot-resistant conifer species. Areas that have less than
20% canopy closure after harvest will be replanted at 300 to 400 trees per acre using native tree
species. Partially shaded areas may have lower densities of planted trees. Unit E will be planted
with 306-400 200-300 trees per acre (TPA), and natural red alder regeneration will be
managed to include a new cohort of young alder. All areas of the project will meet WA DNR
retention and reproduction requirements.

The County will plant native shrubs and forbs in landings and skid trails to increase
species diversity. Species will be selected to be compatible with the site conditions.

5.d Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any.

King County’s Island Center Forest Site Management Guidelines provide guidance for this
proposal, protecting, enhancing, and restoring ecological systems and restoring forest health and
diversity, while providing passive recreation opportunities for the public.

This project is designed to improve wildlife habitat over the long timeframes that are necessary
for forest development and maturation. Tree selection criteria will retain large individual trees
that provide the greatest habitat elements in the near-term. Adjacent areas that are suitable for
harvest have been excluded from the project area to provide refuges for wildlife that depend on
the current forest conditions. Appropriate biologist guidance on proper project buffering and/or
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required protective measures, or area avoidance, will be followed during project
implementation. There will be no herbicide usage on invasives when flowers or fruit are
present.

Across the landscape of Island Center Forest and surrounding ownership, this project increases
habitat diversity and habitat quality over very long timeframes relevant to forest development
and climate change.

To protect nesting birds, King County will voluntarily adopt a primary nesting season no-
harvest best management practice from April 15 - July 31. This applies to this project and
future major forestry projects requiring SEPA Checklists and/or Forest Practices
Applications as an interim policy. During the interim period, the County will meet with
local bird advocacy organizations and wildlife biologists to determine guidelines for bird
nesting season as a long-term forestry policy. The County estimates the final policy will be
established by the end of 2026.

7.a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk of
fire and explosion, spill. or hazardous waste, that could occur because of this proposal? If so,
describe.

The Department of Ecology Dirt Alert map shows the harvest area is within the 40.1-100 ppm
arsenic area of the Tacoma Smelter Plume, a 1000-square-mile area of arsenic, lead, and other
heavy metal contamination from the smokestacks of the former Asarco smelter in Tacoma.
Harvest methods used will minimize soil disturbance and dust production.

The County tested soil' in the project area for lead and arsenic®. Lab results determined low lead
levels (<250 ppm) (average 34.0 ppm, max 138.0 ppm, min 5.3 ppm).

Arsenic levels were slightly high on average at 20.8 ppm (WA Dept of Ecology’s threshold is
<20 ppm) (max 62.1 ppm, min 3.4 ppm). All units in the project area included samples with
arsenic above 20 ppm, though the three E Units all averaged above 20 ppm (25.2, 29.5, and 22.6
ppm) while the other units averaged below 20 ppm. The Risk Tree Unit had one sample with
62.1 ppm.

The County will follow WA Dept of Ecology’s guidance to mitigate arsenic exposure. Examples
include requiring shovel logging or forwarder rather than skidding, notify workers, conduct dust
abatement on roads, and/or dispersing slash or Hydroseed on exposed soil. These actions will
take place in all Units and natural-surface haul roads.

12019 Tacoma Smelter Plume Model Remedies Guidance.
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/1909101.html

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/dirt-alert-program/health-effects-of-arsenic-and-
lead
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Map

This revised map includes updated harvest unit labels and wetlands.
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Based on the original environmental checklist and the updated information provided in
this addendum, the lead agency has determined that a new threshold determination is
not warranted. There is no comment period associated with this SEPA environmental
checklist addendum (WAC 197-11-625).

The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that the lead
agency is relying on them to make its decision.

Signature:?& \/\/Y«/\

Paul Fischer, Project Manager

Important Note: To request additional information please contact:

Paul Fischer

King County Parks and Recreation Division
201 South Jackson Street, Room 5702
Seattle, WA 98104

206-477-7372 (SEPA)

KCParks.SEPA @kingcounty.gov

For email, please use the email address noted above and put “ICF Bypass Thin” in the subject
line.
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