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Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Parks and Recreation Division 
King Street Center 
201 South Jackson Street, KSC-NR-6500 
Seattle, WA 98104 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/parks 
 

SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 

A.   Background  
 

1. Name of proposed project, if applicable: 

Lakeland North Urban Nature Park 

2. Name of applicant:  

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks- Parks Division  

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:  

Linda Frkuska 
King County Parks and Recreation Division 
201 S Jackson St, KSC-NR-6500 
Seattle, WA, 98104 
linda.frkuska@kingcounty.gov, 206-477-4484 

4. Date checklist prepared:  

July 7, 2026 

5. Agency requesting checklist: 

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks 

6. Proposed timing of schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 

Design and permitting is proposed to end in December 2026 (approximately) and 
construction is scheduled to begin in approximately spring of 2027, with the park potentially 
opening in spring of 2028. 

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 
connected with this proposal? If yes, explain. 

No planned additions are proposed at this time, although the park will be regularly 
maintained by King County Parks. 

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 
prepared, directly related to this proposal. 
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• King County Department of Public Works. (July 31, 1970). Soil Survey of South 
321st Street and 51st Avenue South, Peasley Canyon Road to South 34th Street. 

• CH2MHill. (January 2003.) Geotechnical Report, Tacoma Second Supply Pipeline 
Middle Reach-Western Section. 

• King County Parks. (May 8, 2025). Lakeland North Urban Park – Critical Area 
Reconnaissance.   

• King County Parks. (May 2023). Cultural Resources Assessment of the Lakeland North 
Urban Nature Park Project. 

• HWA GeoSciences, Inc. (February 10, 2026). Preliminary Geotechnical Report, 
Lakeland North RCO – Phase 2, Lakeland North Urban Park, King County, 
Washington.  

• Parametrix. (September 9, 2025). Lakeland Urban Park Wastewater Service 
Alternatives Evaluation technical memorandum.  

• KPFF. (pending, 2026). Storm Drainage Report. 
• Shannon & Wilson. (March 2026). Geotechnical Summary Letter, Lakeland North 

Urban Nature Park, Auburn, Washington. 

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain. 

There are no known pending government approvals for other proposals at this time.  

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known. 

King County 
• SEPA Review 
• Critical Area Review 
• Clearing and Grading Permit including a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) 
• Commercial and Multi-Family New Construction Permit  
• Right-of way (ROW) Permit  

City of Auburn 
• ROW Permit, including fire review 

Lakehaven Water & Sewer District 
• Lakehaven Water & Sewer review and approval  
• Sewer Service Connection review and approval  

Puget Sound Energy 
• Connection reviews and approvals  

Department of Labor & Industries (L&I) 
• L&I permit 

Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) 
• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit  
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11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the 
size of the project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you 
to describe certain aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on 
this page. (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information 
on project description.) 

King County proposes to create a new, inclusive nature-based play area and community 
park on an existing, undeveloped 21.2-acre site. The park will encompass the entire site 
with play areas and a parking lot in the eastern half and walking trails throughout. Vehicles, 
pedestrians, and cyclists will access the site from 51st Avenue South, which fronts the 
eastern site boundary. An asphalt parking lot with up to 50 stalls, including at least two 
stalls that are Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-designated, will be constructed at the 
east end of the park. A large lawn area, picnic benches, a two-stall restroom structure, and 
a picnic shelter will be located directly to the west. The two structures will be prefabricated 
and installed on-site. To the west of these gathering places and landscaped open spaces are 
several play areas.  

Connecting these park amenities to the rest of the property are a variety of ADA-compliant 
trails. Earthen backcountry trails, which are not ADA-compliant, also provide cross-
connections between trails through the forest. A perimeter path is proposed to begin in the 
northwest corner of the parking lot and then pass through the cleared Tacoma Public 
Utilities (TPU) easement along the northern and western site boundaries before 
meandering through the woods to connect with and pass through the more developed part 
of the proposed park. In the southwest corner of the site, the existing pedestrian 
connection to the publicly accessible Tacoma Water easement path will be improved 
providing improved connections to the community and Kilo Middle School. The perimeter 
path is for pedestrians and maintenance vehicles to navigate through existing vegetation 
from and between the perimeter path, play area, and 51st Avenue South.  

The project also proposes a continuous sidewalk along the 51st Avenue South frontage of 
the park and continuing south to meet the existing sidewalk that currently terminates just 
north of South 308th Street. The new sidewalk will also extend north beyond the park to a 
new crosswalk location that will connect to an existing sidewalk on the east of 51st Avenue 
South, just north of South 304th Street. Some portions of the new sidewalk will be in the 
ROW with curb and gutter, and some portions will be on-site.  

Three 20-foot-tall light posts will illuminate the parking lot, and additional 14-foot-tall 
pedestrian lighting along a portion of the primary concrete walkway into the park and along 
a portion of the street-frontage sidewalk will aid the safety and security of the park.  

To the extent practicable, proposed grading is generally concentrated in areas of the site 
that were previously altered, supporting tree preservation goals. New landscaping and 
stormwater infrastructure, including features such as bioretention and underground pipes, 
will be installed. New sewer, water, and/or power connections are also proposed for the 
bathroom, irrigation, and lighting throughout the park. 

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the 
precise location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, 

Docusign Envelope ID: 84BC0345-BBD7-84B6-81A2-7ACA1902584C



Lakeland North Urban Nature Park                          SEPA Environmental Checklist (WAC 197-11-960) Page 4 of 24 
July 7, 2026 

township, and range, if known. If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the 
range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and 
topographic map, if reasonably available. While you should submit any plans required by 
the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any 
permit applications related to this checklist. 

The site includes parcels 1021049017 and 1021049064 within unincorporated King County 
(see attached Vicinity Map). The site is currently vacant, and a street address has not yet 
been assigned. The site is bounded by 51st Avenue South to the east and by Kilo Middle 
School to the west. A single-family residential neighborhood borders the southern edge of 
the property. Along the northern boundary is the undeveloped ROW for South 304th Street, 
and north of the unopened ROW is the Fountain Lake Townhomes development. There is an 
existing TPU 60-inch water main within a 100-foot-wide easement along the northern and 
western boundaries of the site. (See attached Site Plan for more details.) 

Along the project’s frontage, 51st Avenue South is located within two jurisdictions: the 
northern half of the roadway is within the City of Auburn, while the southern half is within 
unincorporated King County.  

B.   Environmental Elements 
1. Earth 

a. General description of the site:  

Circle or highlight one: Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, other: 

The topography varies across the site with relatively level, undulating terrain on the 
eastern half of the site. The western half of the site generally slopes moderately 
downward from east to west. No steep slope hazard areas or other hazardous 
conditions were observed. 

b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? 

The site generally reaches its highest elevation near the center of the south side of the 
property at approximately 521.5 feet. From the high point, the ground surface slopes 
downward toward the northwest corner at an approximately 10% slope to an elevation 
of roughly 445.0 feet, and toward the northeast to an elevation of approximately 
501.0 feet. There are localized areas of the site with slopes between 15 and 40%, but 
proposed improvements in these areas are generally limited to carefully designed and 
located trails. Finally, there are short 100% slopes at the eastern edge of the property 
where the site ties into the ditch along 51st Avenue South.  

c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, 
muck)? If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them, and note any 
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal 
results in removing any of these soils. 
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The site does not include agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance. The 
HWA GeoSciences report (2026) generally observed the following: 

• Topsoil or fill at the ground surface to 1 to 5 feet below ground surface (bgs). 
In some locations, topsoil was overlain by more recently placed fill. 

• Glacial till or ice contact soils were observed below the fill and topsoil and consisted 
of silty sand with varying amounts of gravel. The soil near the ground surface was 
generally medium stiff, likely indicating weathering, and became very dense at 
depth. 

• Outwash deposits observed below the till and ice contact soils were dense to very 
dense, slightly silty to silty sand with varying gravel content. 

Additionally, the Poverty Bay 7.5’ quadrangle map from the U.S. Geological Survey 
indicates that the site geology includes units of Vashon Till (Qvt) and Vashon Ice Contact 
(Qvi) (Tabor et al. 2014). Qvt covers approximately the southern two thirds of the 
project site and is described as containing a matrix of very dense silts and sands 
supporting larger clasts of gravel, cobbles, and boulders. The Qvi soils cover 
approximately the northern third of the site and are described as containing silts and 
sandy silts and silty sands that are generally less well sorted than a recessional outwash 
deposit. Qvi may contain pockets of Qvt within the mapped limits. These units are 
generally in agreement with the surficial soils encountered by previous explorations at 
the site. 

d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? If 
so, describe. 

No surface indications or history of unstable soils were identified in the immediate 
vicinity. The King County iMap displays potential steep slope hazard areas north of the 
site just south of South 302nd Lane, as well as west of the site within the Kilo Middle 
School property (King County 2026). 

e. Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected 
area of any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill. 

The total development area associated with the project is estimated to be 5 acres. 
The proposed development will take advantage of the existing topography to the extent 
practicable in order to minimize disturbance of the established vegetation and to 
minimize cut and fill across the site. Portions of the site will be cleared and regraded as 
needed to install the new park features, including trails, play areas, open lawn areas, 
discovery nodes, frontage improvements, and a parking lot. The majority of the grading 
work will occur within previously disturbed areas in the eastern portion of the site. 
Some grading in the western portion of the site will be needed to install new trails. 
The majority of the site will be untouched, preserving the existing forest character of 
the site. The table below provides estimated cut/fill quantities. 
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Approximately 3,130 CY of earthwork is anticipated for utility trenching, below grade 
vault excavation, building construction, and site grading.Wherever feasible, excavated 
materials will be stockpiled and reused on-site. 

Any imported fill will be sourced from an approved supplier and will be free of known 
contaminants. Backfill will be crushed surface base course, bank run, gravel borrow, or 
structural fill. Approximately 2,910 CY of fill material will be required for trench backfill 
and site grading. Overall, the project is expected to require a net export of 
approximately 220 CY of cut material. 

 

Overall site grading will be configured to direct runoff from the primary park 
improvement areas toward the northeast portion of the parcel, where stormwater 
management facilities are anticipated. The existing central mound rises approximately 
10 to 15 feet above the adjacent 51st Avenue South to the east, approximately 15 feet 
above the proposed stormwater facilities, and approximately 70 feet above the 
northwest low point. The project intends to retain this mound and integrate ADA-
accessible pathways that connect the elevated area to the surrounding site features, as 
well as pedestrian paths through the forested portions of the property.  

ADA-accessible pathways will be limited to a 2% maximum cross slope and 5% maximum 
running slope, or a ramp design will be implemented. Refer to the attached Site Plan for 
proposed access paths throughout the site.   

f. Could erosion occur because of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally describe. 

Without appropriate use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) consistent with the 
Temporary Erosion and Sediment Control (TESC) Plan and the King County Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Manual (2021), erosion could occur as a result of construction 
excavation and earthwork activities. No cumulative impacts to soils or erosion are 
expected from the project because the contractor will implement BMPs consistent with 
the TESC Plan, SWPPP, and any other requirements imposed by the Clearing and 
Grading Permit.  

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project 
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? 

Based on the current plans, approximately 17% of the site (or approximately 3.7 acres) 
will be covered by impervious surfaces after construction, including trails, parking lot, 
and structures. Asphalt and concrete paving may be used on-site for vehicular 
circulation and parking areas. Due to the poor infiltration characteristics of the site soils 
and the seasonally high groundwater table, potential for permeable pavement use is 
limited. Additional design development may increase or decrease the surface coverage 
slightly.  

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any. 
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The project will develop a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to be utilized 
during construction. The SWPPP will detail measures to mitigate adverse stormwater 
impacts from construction activities. As appropriate and necessary, the SWPPP may 
include, but is not limited to, stabilized construction entrances, dust control, interceptor 
swales, check dams, filter fabric silt fencing, compost berms, hydroseeding, storm drain 
inlet protections, straw bale barriers, and construction sequencing. During construction, 
all BMPs identified in the approved SWPPP as required by the King County Surface 
Water Design Manual (Amended 2024) (KCSWDM) and the King County Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Manual (2021) will be employed.  

The project work area exceeds 1 acre in size; therefore, erosion control measures will 
comply with the requirements of the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit 
administered by Ecology. 

2. Air  
a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction, 

operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe 
and give approximate quantities if known.  

Short-term air emissions, including dust and vehicle exhaust, may be generated by 
construction activities including clearing and grading. Once complete, the project may 
continue to generate vehicle exhaust from users of the new park that includes a parking 
lot with up to 50 stalls. According to the King County greenhouse gas emissions 
worksheet (attached), the two prefabricated structures proposed on-site and the 
proposed impervious surfaces, including the parking lot and trails, may lead to total 
project emissions of 8,097 Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent. 

b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If 
so, generally describe.  

There are no known off-site sources of emissions or odor that would affect this proposal 
beyond the proximity of 51st Avenue South. The asphalt roadway consists of two lanes, 
one in each direction, with no sidewalks, curbs, or other pedestrian improvements. This 
is an existing facility, although it may receive increased traffic with the development of 
the park project along with new sidewalks. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: 

As necessary, BMPs would be used to control temporary air pollutant emissions in 
construction areas. Those could consist of requiring proper maintenance of construction 
equipment, avoiding prolonged idling of vehicles, spraying water to minimize dust, and 
periodically sweeping paved areas. The project will also encourage pedestrian and 
cyclist access to the park through new pedestrian facilities and access points from 
51st Avenue South. The project is envisioned as a neighborhood park with the majority 
of users traveling from the immediate vicinity.  
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3. Water  
a. Surface Water:  

1. Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site 
(including year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If 
yes, describe type and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it 
flows into.  

King County Parks conducted a critical areas reconnaissance within the boundaries 
of the two primary parcels during site visits in 2023, 2024, and 2025 (King County 
2025). The findings were checked by biologists from King County’s Department of 
Local Services, Permitting Division. The investigation concluded that there are no 
wetlands, streams, or other aquatic resources on the site.  

A follow-up investigation by Shannon & Wilson of the 51st Avenue South ROW 
fronting the two parcels and continuing south to South 308th Street identified a 
stormwater conveyance ditch that contains a non-regulated wetland between the 
existing park access drive and South 308th Street. The open ditch is an artificial 
drainage feature rather than a natural watercourse, and local and state agencies do 
not regulate wetlands that developed in formerly upland areas that were 
intentionally modified to convey stormwater. The section of ditch south of the south 
property line drains south and eventually discharges into a stormwater facility that 
ultimately discharges into Mill Creek. The section of ditch north of the south 
property line drains north and then heads west through a series of stormwater 
ponds, pipes, and open channels to discharge into Lake Dolloff west of the park. 
Based on aerial photos and observations to date, the north section of ditch appears 
to contain water for short periods of time during and immediately following rain 
events. Lake Dolloff drains to Mill Creek. 

The ditch wetland is anticipated to be non-jurisdictional under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act, administered by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, because it is an 
artificially constructed drainage feature with no apparent continuous surface-water 
connection to navigable waters.   

The closest mapped aquatic resource is a freshwater pond approximately 300 feet 
north of the site, which is also noted on King County’s iMap as a stormwater pond 
(King County 2026). 

2.  Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the 
described waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans. 

No work would be conducted in any regulated or protected waterbodies. Portions of 
the stormwater conveyance, including the non-regulated ditch wetland, would be 
piped to accommodate the frontage trail/sidewalk. 

3.  Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or 
removed from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that 
would be affected. Indicate the source of fill material. 
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No material would be placed in any regulated or protected waterbodies.   

4.  Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give a general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.  

The proposal will not require surface water withdrawals or diversions. 

5.  Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site 
plan.  

The site is not within a 100-year floodplain.  

6.  Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If 
so, describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. 

The proposal does not include discharges of waste materials to surface waters.  

b. Groundwater:  

1. Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? 
If so, give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate 
quantities withdrawn from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? 
Give a general description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.  

No groundwater will be withdrawn from a well for any purpose.  

2.  Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks 
or other sources, if any (domestic sewage; industrial, containing the following 
chemicals…; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the number 
of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number 
of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve. 

The project does not involve the construction, maintenance, or removal of septic 
tanks. The project would not discharge waste materials into the ground. 

c. Water Runoff (including stormwater): 

1.  Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection 
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? Will 
this water flow into other waters? If so, describe.  

The proposed project will have stormwater runoff at the site from rainfall. 
Stormwater will be collected on-site via sheet flow, French drains, underdrains, and 
a piped conveyance system. Stormwater will be mitigated on-site per the KCSWDM. 

The site is divided into three Threshold Discharge Areas (TDAs): a northeast, 
southeast, and west TDA. The northeast TDA discharges to an existing conveyance 
ditch along the north side of 51st Avenue South, which flows north and west to Lake 
Dolloff through a series of pipes and stormwater ponds. The southeast TDA also 
discharges to the 51st Avenue South ditch but flows south to a King County 
stormwater facility. The west TDA discharges to an existing ravine at the northwest 
corner of the site. All three TDAs ultimately discharge to Mill Creek. 

2. Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe.  
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Waste materials are not expected to enter groundwater. It may be possible that 
waste material, such as sediment (from soil erosion), construction debris, or 
concrete truck washout, could enter ground or surface waters. However, the 
discharge of potential waste materials would be minimized through erosion control 
BMPs; the contractor will be responsible for managing their operations such that 
waste material does not enter ground and surface waters. For the long term, runoff 
from pollution-generating impervious surfaces, such as the parking lot, would be 
treated before entering surface waters, in accordance with the KCSWDM 
requirements.  

3.  Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the 
site? If so, describe.  

The proposal would not significantly alter drainage patterns in the site vicinity, 
although there would be an increase in stormwater runoff quantities as the project 
proposes impervious surfaces within a currently undeveloped site. There is no storm 
infrastructure currently on-site other than stormwater conveyance ditches in the 
ROW fronting 51st Avenue South. Stormwater runoff from the site is proposed to be 
routed and collected through sheet and shallow surface flow to catch basins, trench 
drains, area drains, swales, and underdrains. Collected flows will be routed via 
gravity to on-site detention facilities and subsequently discharged either to the 
existing ROW stormwater conveyance ditch along 51st Avenue South or to the 
existing ravine located at the northwest corner of the property, via a possible level 
spreader. 

d.  Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and 
drainage pattern impacts, if any: 

This project is required to meet stormwater requirements of the KCSWDM. Per 
Section 1.1.2 of the KCSWDM, this project requires a Full Drainage Review, since the 
project proposes more than 2,000 square feet but less than 50 acres of new and 
replaced impervious surface. Therefore, the project is required to meet all nine core 
requirements and all five special requirements.   

During construction, erosion control BMPs will be used to prevent sediment from 
leaving the site. Low-impact development BMPs would be implemented to the extent 
feasible and required by the stormwater manual to mitigate runoff impacts in proposed 
conditions. Water quality treatment would be provided for the runoff from the parking 
lot and other surfaces used by vehicles, in accordance with the KCSWDM. 

Per Section 1.2.8 of the KCSWDM, this project is required to provide basic water quality 
protection. Water quality treatment will be provided for new and replaced pollution-
generating surfaces, which are anticipated to be limited to the driveway and parking lot. 
Anticipated treatment BMPs include bioretention facilities, full dispersion, and/or 
Ecology-approved proprietary cartridge filters or media vault systems. 

4. Plants  
a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site: 
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☒ deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other 

☒ evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other 

☒ shrubs 

☒ grass 

☐ pasture 

☐ crop or grain 

☐ orchards, vineyards, or other permanent crops. 

☐ wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 

☐ water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 

☐ other types of vegetation 

b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 

The majority of the proposed clearing and grading will take place within the eastern half 
of the property where there is already a large clearing. There will be some removal of 
existing evergreen and deciduous trees (such as Balsam poplar and black cottonwood, 
red alder, big-leaf maple, and limited Douglas-fir and western red cedar), shrubs (such 
as osoberry, red elderberry, Nootka rose, willows, and salmonberry), and invasive 
species (such as Scotch broom and Himalayan blackberry) to enlarge the existing 
clearing and to construct trails through the western half of the site. Approximately 5 
acres of ground disturbance will be needed for the new park improvements. Of this 
amount, approximately half will occur within existing cleared area while the other half 
will require clearing of existing wooded areas. Overall, approximately 70% of the 
existing site will remain undisturbed and about 80% of the existing forested area will be 
retained. Existing high-value conifer and deciduous trees in the core area of the park 
were mapped, and efforts will be made to preserve these trees where possible.  

c.  List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.  

The site and adjacent areas are not known to contain threatened or endangered plant 
species. According to the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) 
Natural Heritage Program Data Explorer Rare Plant and Ecosystem Locations map, there 
are no known or historical rare plants or rare and high-quality ecosystems at the site 
(WDNR 2026).   

d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 
vegetation on the site, if any.  

Once construction is complete, all remaining temporarily disturbed areas will be 
stabilized through seeding with standard lawn mix or planting of vegetation. Invasive 
vegetation will be removed, and new native plantings will be installed throughout the 
disturbed areas of the site. The proposed planting will consist of almost entirely native 
species. Some non-native, but well-adapted, plantings may be used in very limited 
locations where there is need for a broader plant palette to meet specific design 
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requirements. Introduction of invasive species or non-native species that are known to 
spread beyond their desired area will be avoided. 

e.  List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.  

There are large areas on the site that contain substantial communities of noxious or 
invasive weeds, particularly around the cleared interior, along other edges, and in the 
forest understory. Common invasive species found on-site include Himalayan blackberry 
(Rubus armeniacus, Class C non-regulated noxious weed), Scotch broom (Cytisus 
scoparius, Class B non-regulated noxious weed), and reed canarygrass (Phalaris 
arundinacea). 

5. Animals  
a. List any birds and other animals that have been observed on or near the site or are 

known to be on or near the site.  

Examples include:  

• Birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:  

• Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other: raccoon, mice, rats 

• Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other: 

b. List any threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. 

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) Online Mapper, the following species may potentially be affected by 
activities at the project site: marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus, federal 
threatened), yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus, federal threatened), 
northwestern pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata, federal proposed threatened), bull 
trout (Salvelinus confluentus), the monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus, federal 
candidate), and the Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bombus suckleyi) (USFWS 2026). The 
listed birds, reptiles, fish, and insects are not expected on or near the site due to lack of 
suitable habitat and/or the rarity of the species within the area and would not be 
affected by the project. 

c.  Is the site part of a migration route? If so, explain. 

Yes, King County is within the Pacific Flyway, a major migratory route for birds that 
travel south for the winter and north for the summer/nesting season. Migrating and 
nesting birds within the project area will be protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. 

d.  Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any. 

The project is designed to minimally impact existing forested areas on the site which 
provide important habitat for wildlife. The project proposes extensive native plantings 
around the development park area, which would restore a diverse native vegetation 
community in the park and would benefit wildlife. 

e.  List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site. 
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No invasive animal species are known to be on or near the site, although European 
starling, house sparrow, rock pigeon, and Eastern gray squirrel are likely present. 

6. Energy and natural resources 
a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet 

the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for heating, 
manufacturing, etc. 

The completed project will utilize electric energy for limited lighting in the parking lot, 
along a section of the primary trail near the bathroom and picnic shelter, within the 
proposed bathroom, and to power the irrigation system. 

b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? If 
so, generally describe.  

The project would not interfere with potential solar energy use by adjacent properties. 

c. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 
List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any.  

The project will utilize power only for limited lighting fixtures and irrigation control. To 
conserve energy, the project will utilize LED luminaires and a combination of time clock 
settings and motion detection during nighttime hours. The project will be designed to 
meet or exceed the requirements of the 2021 Washington State Energy Code.   

7. Environmental health 
a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, 

risk of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur because of this 
proposal? If so, describe. 

Hazardous materials are not expected to be encountered during construction, and risk 
of spills during construction will be minimized through the use of appropriate BMPs for 
spill prevention. 

1. Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past 
uses.  

Ecology’s What’s in My Neighborhood: Toxics Cleanup online map does not display 
any known contamination on the site. The closest cleanup site is more than 500 feet 
from the southeast corner of the property and is awaiting cleanup for confirmed 
non-halogenated organics above cleanup levels in the soil and suspected above 
cleanup levels in groundwater (Ecology 2026). 

King County Parks purchased the site in 2021 from TPU and there is an existing 
water main running through the property. There is no expected contamination from 
this past and current use of the site. 

2. Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project 
development and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas 
transmission pipelines located within the project area and in the vicinity.  
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There are no known existing conditions that might affect project development and 
design. 

3. Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced 
during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the 
operating life of the project. 

Possible health hazards during construction are limited to potential fuel spills or fluid 
line breaks of construction equipment. BMPs for secondary containment and other 
spill prevention techniques will be implemented to minimize the potential for fuel 
and oil spills during construction. No hazardous chemicals will remain on-site after 
project construction.  

4. Describe special emergency services that might be required. 

Contractor-responsible health and safety plans and practices will be implemented 
during construction to reduce construction-related risks to workers. There may be a 
slight increase in special emergency service needs during construction to respond to 
potential worker injuries. Postconstruction, there may be a continued slight 
increased need for emergency services to respond to possible park-use-related 
injuries.   

5. Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any. 

Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards include the 
implementation of BMPs and preparation of a Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasures Plan and a SWPPP.   

b. Noise 

1. What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: 
traffic, equipment, operation, other)? 

Noise is generated from adjacent 51st Avenue South along the eastern boundary of 
the site. To the north and south of the site are residential uses, and Kilo Middle 
School is located to the west. All of these uses generate insignificant noise levels. 
Noise will not affect the proposed project.   

2. What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project 
on a short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, 
other)? Indicate what hours noise would come from the site)? 

During construction, noise from equipment may occur between the hours of 7 a.m. 
and 10 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekends, in accordance with King 
County Code (KCC) 12.86.520. Any noise from heavy equipment use (e.g., bulldozers 
and rotary drills) will be limited to 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on weekends. Any noise from equipment that creates impulse or impact noise (e.g., 
pile drivers and jackhammers) will be limited to 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends (KCC 12.86.520). Construction is anticipated to take 
place within this timeframe. Postconstruction, users of the new park will produce 
noise levels higher than present on the existing site, although they will be buffered 
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by existing preserved site vegetation and landscaping from adjacent residential uses. 
The park will comply with all noise regulations of the County. 

3. Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:  

Construction and postconstruction activities will be regulated by King County under 
noise regulations in Chapter 12.86 KCC. No additional measures are necessary. 

8. Land and shoreline use  
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect 

current land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.  

The site is currently vacant, owned by King County Parks, and zoned R-4 (residential, 
four dwelling units per acre). There is unopened ROW along the northern boundary of 
the park with residential development beyond. Residential uses are also present across 
51st Avenue South to the east of the site, as well as south of the site. To the west is Kilo 
Middle School (King County 2026). The project may positively affect adjacent properties 
with direct and maintained pedestrian access across the site to the middle school. 
Further, the purpose of the park is to provide opportunities for play and community 
gathering that will benefit the broader community. No adjacent land uses will be 
negatively impacted. 

b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, 
describe. How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance 
will be converted to other uses because of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have 
not been designated, how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be 
converted to nonfarm or nonforest use? 

The project site is not composed of working farmland or working forest land. 

1. Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest 
land normal business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the 
application of pesticides, tilling, and harvesting? If so, how? 

No. 

c. Describe any structures on the site. 

The site is vacant without any existing surface structures. 

d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what?  

N/A 

e. What is the current zoning classification of the site?  

The site is currently zoned R-4 (King County 2026). 

f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 

The comprehensive plan designation is Open Space (King County 2026). 

g.  If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?  

N/A, the site is not near a shoreline. 
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h.  Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county? If so, 
specify.  

No part of the site has been classified as a critical area by King County. 

i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?  

Zero people will reside on-site after the project, and there will not be Park offices on-
site. Park employees will be on-site occasionally to perform maintenance. The existing 
water pipe and TPU easement will also remain on-site and maintenance could be 
periodically performed.  

j. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?   

The project will not displace any people. 

k.  Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any.  

No measures necessary. 

l.  Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected 
land uses and plans, if any.  

No measures necessary. Per KCC 18.21.020, a park is an allowed use in the R-4 zone and 
the Open Space comprehensive plan designation (King County 2024). Additionally, the 
project will provide opportunities for recreation and relaxation that will be compatible 
with surrounding residential and public institution uses.  

m.  Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of 
long-term commercial significance, if any: 

No measures necessary. 

9. Housing  
a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high, 

middle, or low-income housing.  

The project will not provide any housing units. 

b.  Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, 
middle, or low-income housing. 

The project will not eliminate any housing units. 

c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:  

No measures necessary. 

10. Aesthetics  
a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is 

the principal exterior building material(s) proposed? 

There is a two-stall restroom and picnic shelter proposed on-site along with play 
equipment. The tallest proposed structure is the restroom building with a maximum 
height of approximately 14 feet. The heights of the planned structures are consistent 
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with the development standards for the R-4 zone in KCC 21A.09H.030, which allow for a 
base height of 35 feet and a nonresidential maximum height of 75 feet.   

The building exterior materials include a combination of architectural concrete masonry 
units and painted steel trim, which were selected to complement and blend with the 
park’s natural surroundings, while providing long-term durability as needed for the park 
environment. Play area equipment will be predominantly comprised of natural 
materials, such as wood, rope, and cast stone.   

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 

Given the preservation of existing vegetation along the west, north, and south park 
boundaries, there would effectively be no changes to views from adjoining properties in 
those areas. Much of the existing vegetation will be preserved along the east project 
boundary, but the residential uses on the east side of 51st Avenue South will also have 
views of a new sidewalk with landscape planting strips and an improved access drive 
into the park. The parking lot will likely be screened by existing and planted vegetation. 
A narrow view window into the park’s recreation areas will also be possible at the 
access drive. No existing views in the immediate vicinity will be detrimentally altered, 
and no views would be obstructed. 

c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 

No measures necessary. 

11. Light and glare  
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it 

mainly occur? 

All lighting will support wayfinding and create a welcoming atmosphere. Fixtures will be 
carefully placed to illuminate vehicular and pedestrian paths when needed for safety 
and security but also for comfort. All lighting to illuminate the parking lot will be aimed 
at the ground with no up-light to minimize sky glow and light pollution.  

The parking lot will utilize King County 20-foot-tall pole-mounted fixtures that are 
aesthetically pleasing and have full-cutoff and low-glare optics. Headlights from vehicles 
using the space will also extend into and outside of the park. Care will be taken in the 
design of the proposed lighting, parking lot, and landscaping to minimize lighting-related 
disturbance of adjacent natural areas and/or residences.         

Pedestrian lighting will be provided at the main walkway and central gathering area and 
along a portion of the street-frontage sidewalk with aesthetically pleasing, 14-foot-tall, 
pedestrian-scale post-top fixtures with full-cutoff, low-glare optics, and house side 
shields where necessary. Small building-mounted sconces will be used to provide light 
for all egress at exit doors for the restrooms and for general circulation around building 
structures.         

b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with 
views? 
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Light or glare from the finished project is not anticipated to be a safety hazard or 
interfere with views. The minimal amount of lighting required to provide safe access in 
the parking area, on the primary path near the shelter and restroom at night, and along 
a portion of the street-frontage sidewalk will be used; additionally, the light fixtures will 
be shielded and directed downward to prevent unnecessary sky illumination.  

c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 

No off-site sources of light or glare are expected to affect the proposal. Headlights from 
cars driving along 51st Avenue South may be visible on-site at night, although the 
proposed parking lot and existing vegetation will be located between the road and 
recreation areas. Similarly, there will be light from adjacent residential neighborhoods, 
although existing and planned vegetation is such that there will not be an effect on the 
project. 

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: 

The project will utilize LED lighting. At a minimum, all lighting will be dimmable to 10% 
visible light output without visible flicker, through 0-to-10v control, and meet the 2021 
Washington State Energy Code targets in the table below. 

Type of Space LPD (W/ft2) – “Lighting Zone 2” 
Landscape 0.025 
Parking areas and drives 0.026 
Pathway 0.07 

 
The controls will improve operability, maintainability, and consistency throughout the 
facility. Each type of fixture within the site and receptacles mounted to poles (if needed) 
will be separately controlled, so that timing of essential lighting and accent lighting can 
be customized. All fixtures will be controlled via a single photocell located on top of the 
restroom structure. Fixture light output will be reduced to approximately 50% or turned 
off with motion activation during evening hours when the park is closed. 

12. Recreation  
a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate 

vicinity? 

The undeveloped parcels are open space that could provide informal recreational 
opportunities for pedestrians crossing from 51st Avenue South to Kilo Middle School or 
other adjacent residential uses. To the west, Kilo Middle School and Lake Dolloff 
Elementary School both have athletic fields and Lake Dolloff Elementary School has a 
playground as well. Less than two miles northwest of the site is Camelot Park, an open 
space with walking trails, and less than two miles southeast of the site is Jornada Park, 
which has a playground (King County 2026). 

b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe. 
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The project will not displace any existing recreational uses. It will create new inclusive, 
recreational amenities for the community, including playgrounds, meadows, and nature 
trails. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:  

No measures are required; the project will create recreational opportunities. 

13. Historic and cultural preservation  
a. Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 

45 years old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation 
registers? If so, specifically describe.  

There are no buildings, structures, or sites that are over 45 years old listed in or eligible 
for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers in or adjacent to the project 
area.  

b. Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or 
occupation? This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material 
evidence, artifacts, or areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any 
professional studies conducted at the site to identify such resources. 

There are no known landmarks, features, burials, cemeteries, or evidence of Indian or 
historic use or occupation of the project area. The King County Historic Preservation 
Program reviewed the project to assess the potential to impact significant cultural 
resources. It determined that the western third of the project area “has a low 
probability of containing archaeological sites,” and the eastern two-thirds of the project 
area “has moderately high probability of containing archaeological sites based on 
environmental and other factors.” Overall, the King County Historic Preservation 
Program determined that “the project area has a low probability of containing intact 
archaeological sites because it has been disturbed by logging and grading.” 

Based on the King County Historic Preservation Program recommendations, Parks 
completed a professional Cultural Resources Assessment of the Lakeland North Urban 
Nature Park Project (Rinck, May 2023). No cultural materials were identified in the 17 
shovel probes excavated in the project area. Surface soils are heavily disturbed. The 
cultural resources assessment was completed when the project was at the schematic 
design phase. Since project inception, plans have expanded to include more ground 
disturbance than originally planned. Project managers will update the King County 
Historic Preservation Program with revised plans prior to construction, and Parks will 
complete any needed cultural resources investigations in untested areas where ground 
disturbance is proposed per any new recommendations by the King County Historic 
Preservation Program. 

c. Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic 
resources on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and 
the department of archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, 
historic maps, GIS data, etc. 
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The King County Historic Preservation Program maintains a cultural resources sensitivity 
model in GIS that pulls from many different proxies to assign an archaeological 
sensitivity, or risk, rating. The model includes information from historical maps, 
geomorphological landforms, soils, proximity to resources, slope, aspect, past 
archaeological investigations, and other sources of applicable information. In addition, 
the King County Historic Preservation Program reviewed the state’s Washington 
Information System for Architectural and Archeological Records Data (WISAARD) 
database for similar information when assessing potential impacts to cultural resources 
in or adjacent to the project area. As discussed above, the King County Historic 
Preservation Program recommended a sub-surface survey of the project area prior to 
construction. The professional assessment included review of the natural and cultural 
setting. 

Tribal consultation with interested Tribes who claim the project area as part of their 
traditional territory was also recommended. Since the lead agency of the project is the 
National Park Service, with funds administered through the Washington Recreation and 
Conservation Office, King County confirmed consultation with the Squaxin Island Tribe, 
the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, the Snoqualmie Tribe, the 
Suquamish Tribe, and the State Historic Preservation Officer occurred. A determination 
of “no adverse effect” was made in 2023, and consulting parties were notified. 

d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and 
disturbance to resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may 
be required.  

The project is not expected to have negative impacts on any cultural resources. No 
cultural resources permits are required for the project.  

If significant cultural resources are inadvertently identified at any point during the 
project, the Parks planners will attempt to avoid negative impacts to the identified 
resource(s) through redesign or modification of construction means and methods. If 
negative impacts cannot be avoided, then work will proceed only after recording the 
archaeological material(s) as a site, evaluating the site for register eligibility, and lead-
agency-led consultation with the affected Tribes, state Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation, and the King County Historic Preservation Program on appropriate 
treatment and mitigation measures. 

In addition, work crews will include staff that are trained in recognizing archaeological 
materials and in the appropriate procedures they should follow in the event any such 
materials are discovered during project construction, following an Inadvertent Discovery 
Plan. 

14. Transportation  
a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and 

describe proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any. 

51st Avenue South runs parallel with the eastern boundary of the site, and an unopened 
ROW for South 304th Street exists along the northern boundary. Pedestrians and 
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maintenance vehicles have access to the site via 51st Avenue South in two locations. Just 
south of South 304th Street within the TPU easement, there is an informal pedestrian 
access point from 51st Avenue South, and then closer to the middle of the eastern 
boundary along 51st Avenue South, there is a gated vehicular gravel access point. There 
are no paved roads on-site, although dirt footpaths are used by the public and students 
to walk across the property to Kilo Middle School to the west.  

The project frontage along 51st Avenue South is located within two jurisdictions: the City 
of Auburn and unincorporated King County. The project anticipates shifting the location 
of the new site access driveway slightly north from the location of the existing gravel 
drive to improve sight distance (see attached Site Plan). 

b. Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so, 
generally describe. If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit 
stop?  

The site is not well served by public transit. The closest bus stop is located at South 304th 
Street and 37th Avenue South, an approximately 23-minute walk on existing pedestrian 
facilities and road shoulders.  

c. Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, 
pedestrian, bicycle, or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, 
generally describe (indicate whether public or private).  

The project anticipates installation of new sidewalk improvements along the western 
side of 51st Avenue South. These frontage improvements are anticipated to consist of 
some sections of new curb, gutter, and sidewalk. The project team is investigating a 
deviation to the standard roadway sections that allows shifting the pedestrian walkway 
into the site while still tying into the existing sidewalk locations at the north and south 
ends of the property for continuity. 

This project also proposes pathways composed of a variety of materials on-site for 
vehicular circulation and parking areas. ADA-accessible trails are proposed throughout 
the site to allow pedestrian and cyclist access to Kilo Middle School, and additional 
earthen trails that are not ADA-accessible provide additional connections between trails 
and other amenities. See attached Site Plan. 

d. Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or 
air transportation? If so, generally describe. 

No, the project will not use water, rail, or air transportation. 

e. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or 
proposal? If known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of 
the volume would be trucks (such as commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What 
data or transportation models were used to make these estimates? 

The site is proposed to change from a vacant piece of property to a community park, 
and this will generate new vehicular trips. The proposed parking lot may have up to 
50 stalls and will be able to accommodate up to 50 personal vehicles, with peak times 
likely on weekends and after morning and afternoon commutes during the week. 
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The location of the project and the improved pedestrian and cyclist access will 
encourage users to arrive on foot or bike, thereby reducing vehicular trips.  

f. Will the proposal interfere with, affect, or be affected by the movement of agricultural 
and forest products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe. 

No. 

g.  Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any: 

Signage, scheduling, and other traffic control measures will be utilized as needed during 
construction to reduce impacts to 51st Avenue South.  

15. Public services 
a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire 

protection, police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)? If so, 
generally describe. 

Increased use of the site for formal and informal recreation may result in a slight 
increase in need for emergency services to respond to park user injuries or to possible 
incidents of vandalism or other illicit activities.  

b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.  

The park has been carefully designed with consideration of public safety and using 
principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). No additional 
measures necessary. 

16. Utilities  
a. Circle utilities currently available at the site: electricity, natural gas, water, refuse 

service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, other: 

There are no existing water distribution, sewer, or refuse services on-site; or electrical 
or natural gas connections.  

b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the 
service, and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity 
which might be needed. 

Water, sewer, electrical, and storm systems are anticipated for the project. Sanitary 
sewer will serve the proposed restroom via a new gravity sewer extension, and water 
service will include a new domestic meter plus a separate irrigation meter. Storm 
drainage will include on-site detention and water quality treatment facilities. Electrical 
service will extend from existing power poles along 51st Avenue South. General 
construction activities are expected to include trenching for utility extensions, 
underground stormwater facility installation, and surface/grading improvements. 
The utility providers are as follows: 

• Water and Sewer: Lakehaven Water & Sewer District 
• Storm: King County 
• Electricity: Puget Sound Energy (PSE) 
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C.   Signature  
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that the 
lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 

X

 

Type name of signee: Linda Frkuska 

Position and agency/organization: Capital Project Manager, King County DNRP, Parks and 
Recreation Division 

Date submitted: July 30, 2026 
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